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God In America?

: iure

By REV. JAMES M. GILLIS, C.S.P., Editor, The Catholic World

-

which the $Inion soldlers in the cxmp got thelr
waler. The house passed inta the hands of the
sistars, underyent 4 complets renovation end mod-
ornising, aid tadsy Is & delightful Rest Homs where
Jor-a quite modersie rat¥ psople comeaiescing or
these merely in aeed of & rest may come and spend
panceful. days. ‘The spring enlarges into & aizeable
pond s which mallards cal float. The wailay
yiolds up the chickens and fresh vegeiables for the
tables. And n the midet of pepfect rest, convent
posce, & delightinlly easy going dally order. the
visitor te Ville Maris du Lac may relax and grow
strong for the work ahead.

Bt Mary's in the Ozarks serves the people of the
Avondis Valley. Villa Maria du Lac Is open to any-

‘ane whe wants & complete sest and & chance to

ascape the rush of the clity for the peace of the
country namp the resources of wn lively little tawn,

Roiy are the amszing mchicvement of those in-
credidls women who withoul money or resources
Bave cavered gur land with that triumph of effictent
charlly which is the Catholic hospital
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Nowadays when you get = handwritten letter.
except from someons of extra-legible seript, you
groan.- It's hard to reallze that there was s day
wiien & typewritten leiter, even deallng with atrict
business, was an insuit. 8¢ the conventioners at the
Typewrltsr and Office Machine Convention were rc-
minded. And dusiness men proteated: “Why should
1 apind $3128 for a typswriter when I can buy »
pen for twa centa?" .

Wiell, it was & bleesed day for the world whap

writsys Ware Invanted. According to the story.
the typawriter and the phone were both (rst ex-
hibited at the Philadeiphia Exposition in 1878, and
the phone took all the interest and the bows. You
can have the phone if 1 don't have to give up my
typswriter,

Anyhow, neither the unfortunste people who yet
letters from me nor the lineotypist who seta this
paragraph wauld know what they are miasing when
they don't have to read my handwriting - a feat
that can he sccamplished Wy a very. very few.

We got talking of tha Boaton police department

“Our Boston police, you kpow, are f{amous not
only lor their politencas but for their accurats
knowledga of eVerything. There's a jegend to the
effect that a travellsr pulled his aute up in front
of & traffic officer and asked, ‘Can you jell me the
road to take to Chlcago™

“Whareupon the policeman asked with serlousneas.
politensss, and a zeat for accurscy ‘Which ssction
of Chicago did you wish to reach™ " »

kind wlll succeed remains to be scen In England
Cardina} Hinsley and represontatives of the Church
of England are co-oparating. to a certain extent, In
unifying rsligious forces.

In ons particulsr respect Roark Bradford's ar-
ticle ia valuadle viz, his delineation of the changed
attitude of religious badies generally to presant con-
dittena, from the pariod of twenty years ago Im.
medistely following the World War “Gods head
men (ministers o’ religion? were a mmnug crow
Busineas was good. collections were aniple and there
waAs & vagus place called Ching where people who
demanded action for their money could support mis-
sionArier. At hone shirtless, trreligious sculs here
and thera were starving to death. others were
catching disemaes which might have been traced to
malnutrition.™

Then, the author .relates, came the shock of the
depressioh, which led successful men to jump out of
windows and caused well fed people to grow hun.
gry sand hungry peopls to starve. Confronted by
these new problems, the churches, he believes have
risen to the task and have accomplished much
toward aslleviating many serious evils.

And now plans are under way to ralfe large sums
of money to carry the word of God to all the people
to prevent a “dblackout of the cross™ In this con.
nection Mr Bradford obliquely atiacks the Cathelie
Chureh for the sponsorship by certain parishes of
“lotto and bingo games In which the Church takes
s cut”

“Thore are those.” the writer statos in conclusion,
“who think God has lost interest tn maniind
That may or may not be the fecling in the rrst of
the world But God s a Big Thing ''* and Amer-
fca s a big country Its forty-eight states add up
to something more than & name They add up to a
nation of people who talk big and wha also do big

. Nearly sixty miilions of us are speaking author-
itatively for God and a hundred and thirty muillions
of us are spesking for America™

Yes, God ta in America, as He slways has been
But He is hardly the same Being to all the sixty
millions who “are speaking anthoritatively” tor Hum
God s, it seems, only n “Big Thing™ to the majority
whose actions bdelle thelir lUp service Perhaps st
is true that the holy rollors, swami and sooth-sayer
culta are on the decline with the possidbles excep-
tion of the Jehovah Witnessss -but there is no proof
of their former members having contritely returned
to their Father's House. ot that they now recog-
nize God &a The Almighty the Creator, the Personal
Being to Wham no natton or people can “talk big ”
—CV Sarviess
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But then came a sudden and termffic scenc the
bombing of Chungking We have all seen many war
picturey, moat of them with “Hollywood® stamped
all over them. Even when they have been authentic,
made on the spat, we have been only momentartly
horrified and have quickly got oveér cur hoeror. We
kave grown blase. Horror has been thrust at us
so often that it doean't produce the exfected cffect.

But you wil not-ferget.dhiat-picture of the bomb-

ing of Chungking. It riveted me to”tHs §edt. I have 'b

heard and read that sxpression beforo—rivet o the
sext. This iy the first time I felit it. Sometimes in
a dreami—-x nightmare- we try desperately to move
but cannat Gft hand or toot. At this picture [ was,
ax it were, simiinrly paralyzed. It is quite a feat
for an orator., or an actor, or & virluoto to lift
ptopls out of their seats and set them to shouting.
But this Chungking picture won't make you shout,

and you won't be mble to leap up. It will stun you
and silence you snd fill you with awe.

When | cams Away and breathed freely again ¥
realized that perhaps 80 per cent of the effeot pro-
duted upon me by thdt bombing s juence was due
to the fact that 1 have been bdrooding over the ques-
tion of the mozality of an attack from the skies
upoa helpless non-combutants. My ire was aroused
in fhe finst instanve when 1 saw years ago & news-
reel of the bombing of naked helpless savages in
Ethiopia by Italian airmen. But this is worse. To
see those Jupanesa planes coming in formation,
wase after wave, and loosing explosives and in-
candiary bombs, in regulsr lines at regular inter-
vala, sccording to prevranged dexign, unhampersd,
unresintéd, with no sign of a “dog fight” or any
Rind of oppo: n is stupelying and to the last
degrer daddening. It was cold-blooded, scientific,
raechanized mass-murder:

Berdyase has wiitten a striking volume on "“The
End of Que Time" Is this the end the culmina-
tion, the grand finale of the mechanised ago? End
of our time? Say, rather, the end af all time' ‘The
end «of civiltastion It really seems that the ma-
chines we have made will annihilate us. Mschine
warlare hax destro chivalry, pity, mercy. hu-
manity, Chungking is & phradigm. “Ku Kan” ia a
evalation of what we have come fo. God save

. Ametica from it and frops, sny part h it
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Pace My PasTor

By Right Rev. Msgr. Peter M. H. Wynhoven
Eduor.m-Chief, Catholic Action of the Soxth

END-SEAT HOGS

Frances had finished another satiafactory session with
Mr McCambridge, who proved, as Mercedes had predicted,
an apt puptl. She went upstairs to see her chum, Cedle.

““Why so industrious. my fine-
fealhered .friend *”
“I'l guaranice Fran. that it's

—— not a labor of
love In fact, the
way ] ve mental-
ly been  washing
evil on some peo-
) plc, I was just
N*wondering
;{3 whether or not |
. yshould go 1o
') Mass anymore on

8 ~¥j8\mdaya

. “Golly ' Must be
something pretly drastic. Cedie
Explain yoursell ”

"l leave it to you, decctor of
theology s there any benefSt (n
attending Mass with a head tull
of intentions of immediate mur-
der® Under the circumstances. |
mmk‘!‘d commit less sin by not
going to church ° R

“What are the circumstances
Cedie "

TRt you see I'm trying ‘o
patch up my only pair of flve.
doling silk stackings”

From which I am to infer that
you have worn them too long
Cedie®

Now dont act smart Frances
Warn them toa long" You know
full well I dont wear things too
long No, I tore them in church
being forved to climb over people
at the end of the pew to geot a
scat way inside ©

1 agree with vou (edie That
makes me mad even when I dont
tear my stockings

“Yea, and this thung happened
to me two Sundays in succession

“1 dont see Uedic why the
pricsts cant do something about
1t

“Well it s not my pastor s fault

: ST A A AL R TR U
*
Spiritual
Thoughts

The chrome grumbler is incur-
able It is a {atal discase which
hives long

Man without faith 18 hke an

mirpipne without an engine He
cannot rise

e~

Biessing the Lord exhalt Him
as much as you can for He s
above all praise

Grace be to you and peace \We
give thanks to God always for
vou all making a remembrance
of you in our prayers without
ceasing.

He that fearoth the Lord shall
tromble at nothing.”and shall not
be afraid for He is his hope

He that feareth the Lord shall
tremble at nothing. and shal not
¢ afraid’ for He is his hope

Weo must receive that sweet sace
rament (Holy Comununion:. be-
cause it is the food of our $ouls,
tor without that food we cannot
preserve the life of grace.

——— e "

Clips

Democraey gives Senators the
right to say what they think. and
gives the rest of us the right to
say what we think of Senators. —
Oakland “Tribune.”

A two-year limit on lend-leass
ruthority is all right After that,
it will be vuaecessary or useless.
~New Britain Herald.

Old method - “Divide and rule”
New method: “Surround and
scare "—Bayonne (NJ} “Times™

Motor cops are highwaymen.
too but different The old-fash-
ioned ones held you up: these
hold you down —Florence (Ala}
Times.

Radio drama: Any weepy sevial
supported by soap — Waterbury
¥Conn ¥ Republicyn.

Neutrality zone: A 300-mile
width of sea, where everybody is
expectod th act neutral except
England and  us~8t.  Louis

“Glohe-Demierat.”

NP

If some partshioners still insist on
showing their lack of common
politeneas and decency. Every
now and then he pleads with
them argues about it and almost
Insulta them f{rom the puipit. and
still they serenely squat”

“It wouldn't be s0 bad, Cedle if
they were of the ignorant. ili-
bred class, but 1 ve seen members
of the elite constantly dbeing guilty
of this breach of common, uni-
versally accepted etiquetts.”

"I often wonder. Fran, what
spirit prompts them to act that
way 1n church*”

“You re right. they certainly de
not act that way {n s theater
Everybody. of course. is inchined
to take the best seat. but atfer
they have it they at least get up
and give you a chance to get com-
fortably paat without having t»
tear your clothes to ribdons™®

*“That reminds me Fran 1 sl
have to laugh over my embarrass-
ment. 1 once lost a shoe In a
shuffie to get to a secat In a
crowded pew And do you thihk
one of those so-and-sos would
stoop to pick up my elipper for
me” No maam.”

“What irritates me the most,
Cedie - and it certainly is not a
time to be almost minfully dis-
tracted is when I'm comung from
Communjon, and they even won '
get up and make a little room o
let me pass

“What kind of dtstorted men-
tality do you »x'pose. Fran people
of that kind have® Many of
them are so precise and correct
all the time. except only when
they come to the House of God.”

‘Yes. Cedie. the presence of
God seems (o inspire them be’nre
coming .n to hang their common-
sense  politeness.  consideration
and respect on the fire plug ou’-
side the church and to let it rost
there *ili they come out again”

“And take the men. standing .n
the rear when there s plenty
room in the pews, it gets me
when they are planted around the
holy-water font and one has te
elbow ones way through™

“It's strange, Cedie, that I never.
had that experience. You stuck
your little chin out that time.
Ladies who come to church on
time never are subject to that hu-
miliation. because men As a rule
won't dare to be in church one
minute ahead of timem.”

“So. you would have to call at-
tention again to your superiority.
Professor, tell me, when will you
start writing your book entitled
"My Humility, m two volumes™’

“Listen, darling, 1 hope that s
not the impression [ give 1d hate
to be looked upon as a holier-
than-thou "

"Il admit, {or your own peace
of mind. you don't-impress other
people that way And as far as
1 am concerned, 1 appreciate the
fact that you ar¢ trying hard te
make me as good as you are”

“That had all the earmarks of a
dirty dig. Cedie”

“No. I mean it. Fran, and I
promise you that at your funeral
1 will be staring at your coffin
and sighing. with grateful tears
in my eyes. ‘there she lies, the
one who made something of me.’"”

“Very well. you viper, 1 dont
cAre. as long us you dont sit there
gaping around and commenting to
your neighbor how  becomung
black dresses are to some wom-
en

“Yes, Fran. {unerals are ah-
other great occasion and oppor-
tunity to insult God in church. n
His very presence.”

“And don't forget weddings.
Cedie ™

“Oh. there's no reason why [
should have marriage on the
mind

“Tait funny McGee. But you
know I sometimes wonder, assist-
ing at’' weddings and funerals,
whether geople have any faith at
all. They know that, it persons
ever needed prayers for Gods
help, those are the two occasions,
And till they behave with the de-
liberste purpose of annaying God
and making Him aagry.” .

“Caln down, darling. We'll sae
that esvrything will be Aatixfac-
tary when yew and Bob - Cuch,
I'm through.” .
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