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By Right Rev. Msgr. Peter M. H. Wynhoven
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THE CHURCH WAS PACKED

“ancea. you should have been at our church Iast night.
had the closing ceremonies of the Forty Hours’ devo-
tlom The church was packed; the sight was inapiring."

ad from two to three 4
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“Cedie, it makes me furiows to
think of those so-aalled Catho-
lics whe have only a half hour &
wesk to spare {or Cod, and even
that little time not regularly. and
whan--"

“1 still insist, dear, I'va donas
you no wrong."

“But. you wanted an explans-
tion, and I'm giving it to you.”

“Frances, if | say you win, will
that aattle the argument?”

“No, becauss thers Is ne argue
maent to ba aettied.”

Q. K., Fran. I'll give you ona
then. The way you cArry on, you
don't seem to with ths
Church that she should thold
beautiful ceremonies, with pomp
snd luster, in order to attract
crowds, inspire them and alevats
their mindas.”

“God forgive me, Cedie, I do,
pousitively. agree with the Church,
and 1 conalder it sven preposters
ous o my part to make such an
acknowlodgnient, but my conten-
tion is that people who come to
church with s vain purpose in
their heads are beyond (napira-
tion of holy, sa. .tary thoughts.”

“Still, tha grace of God may
strike ona or twe, and you al-
ways say, Fran, that anything ts
worthwhile if & only brings one
soul closer to God.”

“Ouch, you got me there. Take
your knife out of my back.”

“Hurtah for me! Well, sines 1
floored {ou with that solar plexus,
et me be aportsmanlike and tell
you that 1 apprectats your feel-
ings on the subject, and the cause
of your indignation.”

“Thank you, nohle ohject of
God's creative mind."

“Never mind the sarcasm now.
Really, Fran, what you said to-
night, and the argumonts Ko
used, often entered my thoughts,
figuring the Cstholicity. the mm
of people who come flocking to
church on Ash Wednesday
night—"

“There you ate, Cedlé; all they
have s a superstitious fafth, get.
ting some ashes for nothing,
which, they belteve, will bring
them good luck. Tbey prove this
by not bothering about Lent any
further, by never coming to the
devotions at night or assisting at
Mass during the week"

“You're wron, there, Fran.
They'll come-61t d Friday, but

:lhey Il miss Mass on Easter Suii-
q.
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Marylsgmnmtr iz ma &
mother that she loves un,

To “ork with the Divine Kln:.
like the Divine King, is the whole
secret of the saints,

In Iabor and toll we worked
night and day, that we might
give ourselvey a pattern unto
you.-2 Thess, ITX, 8 8.

Holiness consists in doing that
which we ought to do as it should
be done,

Should we not be touched to the
quick at seelng the small pume
ber of those who serve Our Lord,
and who serve Him so badly?

Fly from ain! When the devil

tetipty you to do evil, throw
yoursslt into the myms of your
good Mother, hide yoursel? under
her maternsl mnnua

It 1 myself anurely to th
Divine ‘;Hn:. He will take care o%
me;. I may lcave all to Him and
let Him act,
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A noted architect hax designed
# bomb-proof house. When that
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hope he gets around to design-

ing one that's mortgage- toof,u
Bm:.m, “Post? p
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mors_sonvinced of & solemn.and serived purposs fi
,tl{:' That 'rpoumm:uadhto Kroy Chrls  tu
n morslity. “
Taks for one exsinpls his perpetust hammering

AWSy at the sacrednase of marriage md R
yeat-old ot free and aapy
one quention,’” he spys,. “that oaust not Se luﬁd
husband or wife whiies a divores. is ‘why'"
Flippant? . Yes. Funny? Some resders think so.
But bebind the fun amd the Sippancy is a deadly
g rpose. Nop can it be denled tlm
Sursum e hes had considerable success. Hip
part in-the generst demoralisation ot
Corda locmy £5 pethaps as great ds that. of
uty. Voitaire at the end of the eighteenth
centu

8o I say, wouldn't it e & retief—comic relief per.
haps—to find Him right, just once?
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um:mu:am P Edifor, The Catholic World

:, r o not that was the process by which
£ two umas English writera tone of them Irish
‘the othar & Beot) srrived at their mnvicuon,
o {nrt is that they have hit upen an ethical doc.

lsng ago taught by  Susrezs and Belixrmine,
jolic moraliste. The principle Is that soldiers
erin I & just war mwet et kill innecent nem-com-
bolenba. That principle stands now as in the days
"Cassar or Alexsnder, or Napoleon or Grant or
fat oo one Irick you with the fallacy
t&gct methads of warfare change with the cen-
the fundamental principles alse change. The
vrinc ple that we must kilt no one In pesce or m
wir' uniess fiw be-an “unjust aggressor” holds true
today aa it did in the days of Agquinas or, for that
matisr, of Ariatetle,
8o, Bernard Shaw, for once in his life, was right.
But-the odd fact |s that when he was right, & host
of his fellow Britons castigated him. He had been
a thotisand times wrong and they bad applauded
him. They approved or at least tolerated his wild
{dess about marriage and divorcs and anarchial sex
relationships. But as soon a3 he stumbled upon
semathing true and right in the moral order. they
berated him,

_He anawered them with his characterfstic gusto.
Aut his answer gives eviderice that be had hit upon
the sxcellont moral principle only by chance or by

of

Well, be comen nesr to being right in what he hms  intuition. He didn't know. how to defend the position
recantly sald ahout boumnx an enemy’s citizs as.8 he had taken. He went on to show that mmdm
niwans of waging war. He condemns Uut- practice

ay wrong, viclous, oriminal, msurderouys. How he
came to that Christian conclusion whe can say?
Parhaps it was because in this jnatance be had o
a coilabarator Gilbett Murray. Professor Murray
doein't teach moraly. His iine ukcruk. His idens
of morsls Jtem from pagan Greek literature rather
than from the New Testanient. But Murray, even
if pagan, iy buman, Bome ysars ago in & ﬂodlcll

agasine (Harpars, It T remember correctly) he ax-
{ nsd that he dossn't do & bad sction—what Chrls-
iank call a sifi—because he doean't like the looks
of .it, ar lo use his exmct physse, “the smel} of 1"
Buch & oriterion of good and bad would not satisfy
8t. Thomas Aquinss. But the aesthetlc basis of
morals is batter than no basis at all

8o Glibert Murray &nd Bernard Shaw seem to
have discussed the matler together and {o hyve
come to the conmtlusion that they dont fike the
sight or the small or even the thought of dropping
bombs from the sky an homes gnd churches and
hospitals, on unarmed men, helpless women lnd
bables in their cribs.

m

innocent and helplesa people herded in cl
produce the desired effect. It has not m'x?mm
London and he predicts that it will only “stiffen
ruistapce” in Berlin,

Of course the correct anawer Is that to bomb el
villaps js murder. There is no moral -code, anclent,
?ueduval or modern, that permits the deliberate kill-

ng of the innocent. A soldier must not shoot with
a rifie or stah with sword or bayonet any helpless.
humsx baing, under penaity of being a murdsrer.
Cathoile momuu make no exception to that mors!
liw in favor of those wno don't shoot or stab but
drop bombs from an airplane. The principle holds
good: innocent nod-combatants must not be delib-
erately killed. And x second principle also remains
forever valld; we may not do an evil apt to spro-
duce s good result. LSRR VE N

Neither Bernard Shaw nor Gilbert Murray had a
firm hold on either of thoss oognnc:plu. They just
stumbled upon something g and true. Even ss
it {3 fun to catch themn —snd especislly to ¢atch the
all-but-invariably-wrong Shaw—for once in the right.

(Copyright, 1941, N. C. W. C))

Just from the Sidelines

By m-' Dm A— LonDo Sv"

The episode of General Lear and the young «ol-
dlers who walked becauss they Yoo Hooad at gl
on the golf links has, according to Army authorls
ties, been placed In the catalogus al firmished busl-
neaw.

That's good. [t cestxinly gave a lot of congrems-
men a chance to do what a lot af congrenamén like
to do: Tell professiona] soldlers how to run the
army. And doj't we all like to tsil professionals
how to run anything?

As one whoss work maskes him take more than
his share of trains, let ms say that of the soldiers
who now crowd them, T And the overwhelming pro-
portion fine young fellows. They are quiet, walle
mannered, unobtrusive, a eredit to their uniferms,
and & credit to the ysung manhood of the nation.

But not all by’ & long shol. Thars is a percentage
who think that the uniform is pretext for anything.
They insist on (ilklng any gir) who tappens to
be slone. na girls In railrosd statiens
frmz a doaen or mors youngsterd who
Along thought that their uniform was ex-
cuse lor & quick pickup. That same
The WIV pcm on't make travilling s

. One drunk on a recent train had
the whols craw min: tor handle him. Another batch
got off at a way station to return loaded with bot-
tlea. Another ralasd a furious row with & colored
waiter whoss orders were not to give soldlers In
uniform & drink. And three in a Pullman made
life miserabls for everyone In earshot.

They wers travalling {1 the day cosch home for a
holiday. Coming through the Pullmans, they discov-
ered & lone girl for whoee benefit they put on quite
a demonstration. The Pullman conductor asked
them politely enough ¢ they had o first class ticket
and Pullinan space, Thay had neither, so he asked
them to return té the day coach, Then for one solld
hour they staged a scense that laft us all dizgusted
snd weary, and put the Pullman conductor, who
has hig orders, In the mbat embarrasing spot.

They told the whole car how much they had given
up when they went to fight for their country. they
accused the Pullman conductor of being ucn-Ameri-
can, y refuped to budge from the dar dack to
the quartery which their {are entitied them. they

who tried to interrupt their atrutting for the re-
Tuctant girl passenger.

Well, I thought that a General Lesr might have
come in bandy. The vast majority of the young
soldiers are gentiemen. They are quiet and weil
behxyed. Then comes along the brash, had man-
.nered fellow who gets drunk in uniform, thinks he
ean tall to any woman he chooses to hafl acts liks

& callaw Righschool kid on an excursion, and makes
ns embarrassed for the uniform.

Arnmiss are places of discipline. The uniform is
something to honor. Boldlers sre protectors of hu~
man rights and dignity. And the well-behaved young
soldiers look acutely emnbarrassed when some of their
number act like rowdizg and drunks. Wars are not
won nor countries defended by rowdies and drunke,
As one who Is interested In young people and very’
proud of the great number of the young soldiers
Pve seen travelling, T sincerely hope there will be'a
fax more Geneéral Lears to protect the fine soldiers
against the rowdy and to give our army that dis-
cipline whith includes first of all self control, re-
spect for the rights of others, & decent regard for
the feelings of women, and basio dignity that goes
with the unlform of one's country.

I met the three youngters in front of a Clwil
War Monunment. They were inspecting the cannon
of those daya with a quiszical eye, and as they
seemad nice kids, full of alive interest, I took ever
and we talked Clvil War. No, they hadn't had it in
their history clxas as yet. When did it take placs®

1 showed them that the cannon we were looking
at were cast in 1862, ,

“Bubtract 1862 fram 1941." | suggested. “and you'll
s2¢d how long ngo the Civil War was fought.”

They did, correctly and whistled. That was a long
time ago to them. So we went on talking Civil War
and cannon of those days. Then sald one of them
lobking at me as at another antique

“¥ather. dld you fight in the Civil War?"®
embarrassed the girl till she wasx blushing red. they
talked in loud and blatant volces. thay offered to
beat up the porter .and the conductor and anyone

W

Blood-Stained Hand

Progressivés and Lidétrals {n both KEurope and our
own country, and certainly such Fabisn Sacisiists
as George Bernard Shaw, H. G. Walls and the Webds
Sidney and Beatrice), g long regarded Bol-
shevism with & “muu-mn' attitude. Some even
want ‘zo Tar us to consider it fust another emana-
tion of the Libera)l spirit

But when Stalin and Hitler Joined hands in 1939
thelr disappointment knew no bounds. their initia}
amaxement gnd coniternation were followed by com-
plete ailence. However, following the Gérman ate
tack upon Rusaia the Liberals and ves re-
sumed their chant of friendship for the red cause.

An almost unbelitvable instance of this attitude
is the statement by Harold J. Laski appearing in the
July 5th Issue of “The New Statesman and Nation,”
of London This outstanding exponent of modern

ought in England minimizes the countless
murders. purges and Inhumanities of the Soviet
Goverfiment on the simple ground that *much ot
the past history of Soviet persecution is, let us ad-
mit, intelligible. however grim, in the light of what
the Ruasian Orthodex Church had been, and of the
polltical pollcle; in cértain instances stli puriued,
of other churchew” The sinlster implication of thia
nmnlnﬁ will certainly not be Jost on the reader.

A similar atand hes been taken by the “Natlan”
of New York snd of course by certiin ‘New Dealery
who have at all tintey fiirted with Soclialism and o
an extent with Comunism, A peértinent example is
the opinion recently expressed by Undersecretary of
State Sumner Welles: “No one has heen a mors
consistent opponent ¢f Communism than I have
for the last twentyfive years. 1 will unsay no
words that 1 have sjoken about it; but all this fades
away ore the spectucie which is now unfelding.”
The comiment of the obscure columnist who guoted
these words Is also Interesting. worty about
the form of Russisn government?™ hé &aks simply
a question heard not infiequently at the present

& L ] [ ]
The resction of Catholica génerally to the war be-
tween Soviet Rusyia snd Naxi Germany has been
quite different, however, in England as well as in
our own vountry. The fértunes of the war have
placed Russis and England on the same side, that
s, apposed to Germany. But important gdistinctions
are made. “The Catholic Times,™ Loddon Catholic
weekly, reported in ity issue of July 4th that "Lord
Rankeiltour has: asked in the House of Lords for &
Government statement cxpnuinx its resolve to
avoid political affilintions o¢ sympathies with
sian Communigm.” This Catholic peer declared t
was of the highest importance “to make it gquite
clear by some 3tatement, which ‘will no all reund
the world, that while we are giving militaty s
sistance to the latest vietim of Germin aggression,
we d4re in no way comrilted to any political con-
cessions in the future, or to any dootr syme
pathy.” Unless Shix {s done, Lecd, Rankeillour con-
elmhd. thete is danger o "4 serious resction in
religious and conwrvativé cleclex in many coun-
tries of thy world”
Dlustrative of the attitude on' the part of Rus-
alans, or people of Rusiian descent in the Uuited
Statés, mu\rd the question of symapathisir

g or ac-
tively assiiting the Soviet Government,..is the let«
- &

‘.

ter addressed on July 3rd by the Russian-Amerjean
National Conimities to President Roosevelt. "“We
belizve it would be a fatal mistalss for United States
to champlon the Soviet cause,” the communication
stutes categorically. Included among the reasons
contsained in the document, signed by Archbishop
Vitaly and others, are the domination of Russia by
tite Comintern, the subversive activities of Com-
fiunisty in the United States, the crimes committed
agsinst Gogd, religion, the Church, soctety and the
Russian people by the Soviet authorittes. “Shall
Americs lend her helping band not to the Russian
peoaple,” the letter asks, “but to & fGreign govern-
ment which is endesvoring to overthrow our own”

What Catholics think of the proposal that our
Government lend every assistance to Soviet Russia,
maoral as well as material, is revealed in the adver-
tisement published by the America First Committee
in "The Catholic Review." of Baltimore, issue of
July 1th. A bhishop, nine domestic prelates and
papal chamberlafns, 11 priests and six laymen—not
all of them members of the Commitiee by any
mesny—gigned a statement declaring “We do not,
we will not, we oannot grasp the crimson-stained
hasid of Stalin in his present plight. Our sympathy
tor one side must not blind us to the murderous
deeds of the ‘worst butcher of Christians.'”

e e o

Quoting an article from the “Ave Maria,” for
J’uﬂe 28th, regarding moral obligation and war

(“since there [s no posaibility of America ever join-
ing Nazi Germngo we must envisage only the gues-
tion of help viet Russia™ the signers affirm:
“Every theologian we have read or heard quoted
upholds the position .that « war of defense agsxinst
invasion or oppression Is & war of duty to be un-
dettakin for the sske of the homeland. . . As a
liberty loving, strong, patriotic people of untold re-
sources, let us make ready to meet Hitler unitedly
thould Hmer be foollsh enough to invade us. He
then fes an sggressor and we will treat him as
such. We have no moral obligation to attack Hitler
in Burope. No theoclogian of any weight will' at-
tempt to sustain any such thesis.”

Added atrength.is lent the statement by the fact
that Bishop Michael J. Keyes, one of thye signers,
is & professor of theology at the Marist College in
Washington. D. €, while others, including Very
Rev. Bartholomew Timlin. OF M. Very Rev. Cor.
nelius J. Warren, ‘CS8.R. Rev. John D. M. Barrett,
sfsi’hml"' Lik
[ eology. ewise on the Hst are Rt Rev., Msgr.
Louis C. Vaeth, Washington, Archdiocesan mm?or
o S, e o b ol

A ey ey, professor of soci
the Catholie University, P sciclogy at

But judging from present indications,

for endorsement of and\Iar-resching aasf:tfnt:eh?;
R

u prevails Tt should be the
duty aot\cf Catholics alone, but of all right thinking
men and women, to do everything in their power
ta prevent the acceptance by our couniry of the
blood:stained Mand of Dictatér Stalin, Our opposi-
tion to Hitler showld not blind us to the fact that

two wrongs have never yet made one righte—CV

John L. Bazinet, S8 are alsg professors °
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