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Lok Oaramio Discovempn

In 1536 Indians at the site of
Montreal told Jacques Caglier,
earlest navigaor of the St. Lawr-

enco River, of & grest lake wp- -

siream beyoid the rapids, But it
was 108 years Inter ju 1634 nhen
Father Simon LeMoyne navigned
the river from JMomtreal to Lake
Outario and gave to the world the
freat written report of such a voy-
age. tSee LeMoyne in the Courier
Supplement, April 30, 1939.)
Probably Etienne Beule, scout

for Champlain, wa¥ the first white |

man to see Like Omtario. Yery
likely he had opportunitics lo visi
the lake before his famous teip to
the Andastes and Senceas in 1015-
Father De La Roche Dallion
{or Daillon), a Frinciscan who
came to. the Neutral Country near
Lockport in 1626 from the Huron
Country north of the lake, shows
that Yroquet, chief of the Iroquois
Indidns who lived st the east end
of Lake Ontatio and north of the
St. Lawvence River, had come
alung the south shore 1o the \ia-
gidra region to trap beaver. (Haw-
ley — Early Chapters of Seneca
Hlusioryc . UL Also in Le Clereq
Yrequet und some Horon e
dimny kuew e way from the
Ningara region to Three Rivers,
Queliec. We mav st him among
the earlrest travellers of the south
shure whom we can name who tra-
versed the soulh shorecanos route.’
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Champlain, the founder of Can-
sl wade @ map’in 1612 upon
which the south shore of Lake On-
tario is crindely portrayed, What
geems 1o be the Genesee River ap-
pears ou the map. A short distance
intand the river branches, wnd the
east braneh i« shown rising in a
small Take. This Iake might be
Honvove Lake with Hemlock Luke
and Conesus Lake as second and
thind chioices, so stated biecause of
thie knowis locations of Seneca if-
lages of that period,

Jesuirs Braze Trat

In 1636 the Onondaga Golons,
of fiftx Frenchmen came [rom
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Qur of the oblivion of the re-

mote past Alevander M. Stecare
has wrested matérial to wrte for
readers of the CATHOLIC €O -
RIER Calendar. an exciting stors
of the previonsly unréported his-
tory of trade amd diploniney o
Lake Ontario in thelith and 18k,
centuries as viewed from the Rochs
chester aréa.

It s not oo muck 1o sy thar
swhat transpired on Laké Onturso
wnd ils south shore canoe route- —
& highway of trade and of empire
wbefore the birth of the ndtion.
determined the future of our coun-
tri; deereed thit its people would
speak Fnglish instcad of French:
started the slow” fires that bursz
into the jlame of the Americarn
Revoluiion,

Gréne pgires come owt of the
past i the bidding of Mr. Stewcare
1o live again the roles desliny ws-
sigited them in ¢ part of whot is
nowe the Diocese of Roekester —
roles that lnid ihe very foundation
of the natiph whickh grew onl af
the hardships they éndwred. .

We see devowt Jesuit priests.
penctrating the wilderness 1v-care s
the light of Caikolicity io the In-
dians wwd white pioneers ~ halx
mien who helped  tn mouly the
charncter of those who ere here
then, preparing the way to build
& Christian nation,

We see diplowats mssigned to.
this region by Ol World rulers.
with intrigue sa their wéupon and
& rich continent ns the prize, plav-
ing the dangeroni zame tohich liael
its olimeaxes in buttles on Laksé
Onaricr wnd its somthern shore —
'“Aiglmy of empire snd trede.”
Great Joncuire” twkes his place in
the wffdirs of men. A piciny

Hgwre, rusied by the Iludmu.a’\c
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Highway
of
History
by

Yy
Alexander M. Stewart

Queber and Montreal via the St
Lawrence River and Lake Ontario
and the Oswego River te Onen
daga Lake at Syracuse. Futher
Francois LeMercier waz the su
periar of the Jesuits of this calony.
Fathers Rerte Menard and Father
timere Juseph Marie Chanmonet
were Jesuit members of the ealony
who entered the area of the Roch
ester Diocese during the Colony's
sxistence, and Father Jacques Fre
niin, also 4 member of the Colony,
«ame 1o Rochester Junclion No.

sember 1, 1668, oo

changes the eurrent of siiftly
moving evenls; somelinmes as “am
bossador™ for the Senecas. vften

Iy ‘
With potience inspired by de
vated interest Mr. Stewart seurch.

od m‘n‘ﬂl ke discovered — wdhe 1
faded ‘piint of old records. in ihe

intimate - inessages of amcient lot |
ters, and fronx Old World custles |

thie facts about great Inman
evénts oid of which d connected
SIory iras koven. .
Here in this articlé is a nealy
bezed trail. Sourres new o the
Rochester region are brought ot
fur the first tirme. Especially is the
peviod after BPenonville's expedis
tion in 1687, to the fall of Foil

vid by local histories of the Rocks
ester region,

with duplicity, always interesting:
% «

Porenens Buize Evime

Despite the fact thar the fur
trade of Canada was farmed ot to
a chartered monopoly with strict
laws agaiust non-licensew fur trad-
ere, no deabt dleser and adventure
some  young men, having  once
learnzd the wav, began to rome 1o
Lake Ostario In tap its far re
sourees dodging the formalities of:
cipensive trappers” licenses, These
nknown soldiers &f exploration
were the forernnnerx of those of-
cial explorers whe gave the world
wijtfen reporis.
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¥ ot it has remaired until how

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

o Although Niagara for this per- for the maeninl to be assomliled
ind is well treated in Severance's Jor  ds  potential  Fe-enactment.
“Tke Olif Frontier of Frauce” und There is an intimation of tie alert
Toranto has Robinson’s “Forante watchfuloess with which My, Stew
During the French Regime.” ithat before 1700°by sn carly lake shore

took plave im this Grea had rémain:,
ed hididen jrom the knowledge of
men. )

Just as ewrlier wrticles by Mr.
Stercurt-in the COURIER Calendar
juries thowed thet events which
transpired during the forgotten

vixitor.” , ,
“d scholarly Rockestei gentle.
mare who is Jumiiliar with this
eardy kistory wes enleriained in
the howme, n Paris, of & modern
relative. of Father Francis Palliant
de Lweliv, A lndy, formerly of

years, thunged the whole course Rochester, is d frequient wisitor in

of the Wistory #f our couniry, so |
does ihis dremaiic story throw n
revealing Wght o historic inter.

w mshrvelous 00 yeur-old chatens.
in Fraly; on the wall of 1his cha-
tewm hangs o painting of Mutio Vr-

nutional happenings. telleschi who was - Superior Gen-
A pemendous. drama — 1hé cral of the Society of Jedus for 30
‘prelininecicr <soward the making Wm from 1615 ie 1645, and te

of & mtion——scas staged on Lake whom several parts of the Jesiit

wlsord u grewt indusiriol aren has ters of St. Jenide Brebenf is ol
xow become & puri of the territory. dressed so Vitellewchi, It scus Su
H ) ' L )

LiSarie Af Sonts Bay
Surmbvs ag to who may hove
travelod the «oufh shore cra<e with
te voyage of Rev, Rene Galmer,
Rene Robert Cavalier de Ta Salle
in 1609. They came frony Montreal
with more than a score of white
wen and Indisos, They eamped at
Sodus Bax, then cached theis
vanoes in Trondequoit Creek.

Reveasy INpiay Prisosens

In 1665 Father Allouez, apostle
of Lake Superior, released Seneca
prisoners who had been held ax
captives by the upper Take tribes.

e

peiinr Ceneral FVitelleschi w lio
seat Father Byessani from finfy 10
the Huron country.

>At hand, while this is being
seritten, ix a letler from Mons. de
La Mothe-Preuzy, Chotean de la

. Twrpiniere par Sennelay, Fronce

The letter ix addressed fo Gover-
nor Fehpan of New York who,

- early in the swnmer of 1939, par.
| teipated in the delication- of the
| statuc o Seaint aar Jogues. the

wissionary " vastsr who died in
Aunwsyille i the Mohawk eoun.

Iry in 16t

“The jmntaly of Monsicur de la

 MotheDrewsy ave close descendunt
" relalives of Feodc Jogues, and they

men the haowse in Orleass in which
ke was born in 1007, Saint FTsiacs

| Jogues belongs 1o the Huvor coun-

try and Ensiern New York Siite.
He was not & voyager of Lake
Ontario, bt bz belongy with thu
group of French plomeere whose
relutives are now open to a friend-
Iy exchange of historigal dtems,

“The name of de ba Wathe br-
longs not only to the relasives v}
Saint lsaae Jogues but also 1 De
La Mothe Cadilla, jounder of De.
troil, Nearér wi hand then Eur-
wpe dre Montresl and Quebec. and
just ws Hagersiown, Marylawd, is
part of Rochester bistory o ac-
connt of sha carly residence of N
thanicl Rockzeiter, so.alvo wre these
twco citiey bevawse they were the
early homes of meny voyagers fo
wiir Rockesser region who came in
an enrlier centsry,

ait seurched for it as he onlls wi

sention Lo the fact thes ¥ ix stilt

The Owntario ond sts soith shore line Relatisas of. the doowle wrownd posvible 1o find in ome "French
twnoe rowte snd in vhe places 1640 are addreised. One of the il choipen, W8 Teus, “letters wrilien

Ax M. Steicart points omi, “the
neomes of somc of thesi-corly voy-
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Nineteen

Even i ihis Iate date, 1609, #ix
years after the Tovnding of Quien
bee, most of thedrivel to e npper .

Great Lakes woa going by the Ot

awa River and imo the nentheast
oornes of Lake Hweow and. throes
to Mackinae, Delay in developing
the south/ shote raule:pecnrred

whesr yhe Mohawk Coonivy was

opened. wp for aafe Joivel 1o
Fronchroen from: Canade by ‘the
prace which was miade heiweers vhe
French and the Mohawks in 1o,
Travelers starting Fram Mon-
treal’ found it » niuch more attsme-
tive prospeit Tor & journey 1o the
Iraquois Country to puddle up the
rentle Mowing Riehelin Rivey 10

I"“F“ Q“m[‘]&iﬁ snd Lk Grovge ’

and then walk wesiward thenegh
the Mohawk cauntry on the Cene

trail than il was 1o Fegln at orem

a long rarey ground the power and
Tury  of e mairstie LaCliune
Ranids anthe 81. Lattoee River.
There was also taot and gl
mary dnvoleed in plicating  the
vanity of the Molawks by migsions-
aties and other traevelers mpking =
polt “of passing  through  slieie
eoantey dnd by Teaing wifts 1a
suides and bugeage cartders and
by recopiizing the npostgnee of
the MWohawk clinfs as heepere of
the Fastern Door of the Lissig
Heseer of the Trogqaeix famils,

Pracars Iapians Wi Girrs

A distingoished foreign s isitor
tesnasning overhight i the hesggee

of g chief exolied"that Jhiel's o

{!m’lﬂt:é‘r in the eves of liis col
eagues. So missivnarice and other
Frenchs travelers went throughe 1hie
Mahaw™ Country betgren 1666
and 1684, Their approsimare Liase
of travel is minutely desceibed in
the chapter on the Cemral Trail
in Lewis H Morgan's League of
the Troqueis, The south shers of
Lake Ontaeio and Lrondequoit Bay
wrre not the way of approach 10
the Sereck Coimtey for miscisns
arjes during this period,

The building of Fort Froutessae
in 1673 gave La Salle and the
Feencli & strategic hase' for £

BT A0S

agers are sl prevrged in the
genetilogies of anble Freneh fan
ilies, and their deseendant vela.
Hyes may have conme o sit beside
vou when you altendel the opéra
m Paris.

“Relatives of surh wovagers of
Lake Ontaric’s shore hne ux 3 iila
Tuing de Guelis gr Ktiiime de €onip-
beil may be fourd taday in France,
dnd such persons as Ladillae, Fon-
euive, Bonheening. and LaSatfe
~fer e o Jew of them. bidorg
hothe to well Jatonn places  in

Franve and 1o on¥ Lale Untarics ros "

géon alsa”

" Through rescarch for waterial

i suck sources uy these ~imelmls
“jag e preseis Ofd World hosaes
‘af early Amevican proneers — ¥e.
Stevcart has added to.the resources

af local histors and v nemrional
and internotiona! histors. (o ivdeickh
it is rlosely reloied,

T this.artiele he tikes the read
rrs back lo the dini past ichen &
tunzor that there 1eas “u hig lake™
in this vicinity. was substantiated
aith discprery of lake Omario,
they vepitis the first traveles an its
walers,

 Ha guidles them deough the s ils -

deinzsi as ke soath shoie canoe
vouie Breomes a resfily, thew on
through the years us Jeinits aind
vther pionecrs-along iis conrae #re
Joblpried by others 1 ke their
plice In dhe tremeidog’ desig
thes ix wnjolded, ‘
The veoult is that -ihnf_.!r‘,d{ Lrent
chupier is coptared jrom the Brers
ied past 10 wdd 10 66 CATHOLIC
COURIER Calindar verice o weki.

clex on sutly cvents in this region

which, beginning in 1933, Mons
minde w rich comsribuiion s R
taview! knoelrige.
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