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and God .

By REV.JAMES M. GILLIS, C.S.P, Editor, The CahoIic World ™~

X did ‘not.finish with Hinstol Inst gk
Noleo, plense, T do not ssy “finials Binstein" T suf-
ter from no deluston thar anything written in rhis

theso (lavtcea' hide Cod svers more than they.reveal
Him. "It {a" as Father Stesiart suggests, “as if we
tried to convey the, meanng of music by mathematics

column cnn dostroy the prestize he onjoys with the_ or of painting by chemitry.™

scfentific world  Nor ean £ hopo to porsuade the sci-
sntist to leave theology to thooligians

TIn eacly days in the colanie, ther wed b be n
“Common™ In svery city Yoy couldn't trospass upon
Any other perton’s lamd, but you could wadk st will
upon the Comon. That w=as 1o mans land and in
gongequence any many. 8o in the world- of e sci-
sncer. The ordinary oitizen doom't dare intrude upon
the prederves of physies, or chomistry, or biology. or
raathigmatics. He would be chucked oul as a tres-
passer, parhaps & poncher. But anyone can walk upon
theologleal ground - it is conymon proporty

So at least the scientists seem o think What's ours
Is theirs and what’s theirs is theirown. There namall
chanes of our keeping Eirzaton from making rwn-
dom. remarks about God

But oné thing | do telove mn be
Sursum achioved \We can show the peaple
. . that wheri Eltnstoin  does talk about
Cotda .God he talks ignorantly, And LAt was

wiat I didn*z fipish. -

You may vemember that the discusson hged on
the wurd “porsonal ” Einstein snld God couldnt be a
person. Wo imisted that God must be a person bye-
eause {f Flo were, not A person, He would be lower
In the grade of being than & persors, lower, In con-
sequence, than man  In that case. obVionsly Howould
not .bo God. Bither He s a person ar He s not God

But we nust go on lo excpluin that when we use
the word “Porson” to destznate God. we dont pee-
tesd to believe that the word s warthy of Gl Te
pat. it bluntly we use that word bewause we hasen't
1 batter. If Elnstein or anyone tlse liuows a word
that is bettor o exphin the poafection we have in
mind when we say “Person.™ he will do us 2 favor
by lotting us in on his secret le seems to hove an
idest that his iea of God 1= higher amd betler and
purer than outs Very well, let's have the idn and
It it Ia really supertor. we will adopt it How to de-
scribo Qod ndoquately hag bhaffied  all theologians
Perbiaps Mr. Binstetn ran help them out

But until the boon 5 a Bighor and asbler knowrls
edge of God is vouchsafed us, 1ol us hrave a fow words
oit the subject from n real expert  Not from the
grestest exports, thoy are tao hard to follow I I
were 10 quoty "Dicnysius,” oy 8t John of the Cross,
or St Thomns Aguinks, or Fobort Fillon, or §t “Te-
resa, Me. Einstein wouldn't uniderstnd. Neither worid
L Perhaps neither would you. §o Tet's take i lesser
light who has tried to “step down™ the-dectine of
the masters until 1t comes. to our level

Father Steudrt, SJ. warns us that no matter what
words we may use to deseribe God. wo <hall d6 God
nn injustice. We must indeed think of Him. and we
must, since we are poor Izumans, use tmages snd
metaphors and analogits to deseribe Ord  But  all

oS R s L AL e R e R it a1

L A. LORD, S.J

Flronr.h birth control 18 the enemy that s alreay
beaten Gamelins army Hee has not cnough men to
make his attack

Tho fight botween Daladier and Reynaud went on
added to a feud betwoen Garsxelin ang General Goorgres
whitle the anvios loafed ang  preparation lagged. Sadd
Reynaud: of his-encmy; “1 bolove he desires e vie-
tory of France but he desices my defent evel more.”

And whien Maurots calied on Roynaud, now ruler of
France, e finds him with thares desk phones, one of
them directly connectéd with the wonim who rulss
him z}hd through him is (ryIng to rislo Frasico.

So 1 thought to myself, “Frances wnhappnosy s sad
and tofcibat but the anclemt thesis geems to hold:
‘Behind cvery unhappiness iook for the ain™" E
. Maurois daesn't oill these things sin, but what &
doscribes rates very closely just that classic naine.

: L

= Mys. Mawgaret Sanger snel the other birth control
Pireh Columnists whe fire ‘sabolaging not owr pre-.
paredness progrim but the people whom we are tzy-
ing to protect, would «dpwell {0 read carefully the
fssud 6f “Life" tor Sppfember 2

Wiites Frank Nort)s franx Vichy of the situstion in
dentoralized Frince [With a divoree e up.. . to
5.8 pér 10,000 gohd the birth rate falling .. . to
146 per 10,000, Frarvjce since X832 hadt devoted hersel®
retty thoroughly Yo the plessufe prindiples .. Soon
irth-control appatjitus will beé baried: at leat pro-
Hminaty steps have been talsen by the (Vichy! Min-
lstry of Hoame and Family . . . to make the French
people & sounder peopls” - '

Fuither on i an account. of the Munlch Art Shovw,
we read® “Family portraits aso pirmitted thy the N®&R3i
govetmbent) only when the parents Tave ind at least
four children® | < . ] )

Monntime, th birth contyat Fifth Colunnists sxhort
-auy country to foliow the, *“plepsure principles” that
led France to its ruin, White Girmany grew, Frarnce
withered: " Still we hear XMrS: Sanger exhortig otir
Aferican people to withor. How Hitler must lave
her, How he must uppland every birth control utter

he aned, How he must ldugh as Qértnaly grows and

grotes and our demiament soeells and our population.
systematically Wiled by Mes. Sunger and her under-
minets.of the thee, wlipsTite thaage THmit from wefch
L - ‘
of an avkiole just”recentdy,

/

[

More than that “Wycarx say nothing of God
which, while it aflirms 4 traxth about Hun does not
also &t thesame ting mpiy & falsechood" We say.
for examapie. that God I “jumt.” that ~justice” s one
of His attributes. But wo dom’t imagine that justice
i God ix fdontical with justicee in fann. We say man
18 just We say God iy st.  But we don't apply the
word in exnctly the sanme ser=se to God and to man

“Just’ or “justice” usel of God is only an analogy.
As & matter of facl. ws yse analogical language i3
many othrer instances For excample. we talk about &
“sweel wound. We don'l mean that sound is sweet
in the jame way as sugat. O we speak of & porson's
having & “sharp”™ temper Ve don‘t mean that the
porsgn's temper i sharp i the very same way that
n knife 18 sharp. But evoryboely understands what we
mead. We use the best word we have: dul we know
that the dest is imperfort I€ we had & better one we
would use the better one

So when we say God "knowes™ or “thinks’ or “fore-
fees” or  “romernbers” we wwould not have anvone
imagine that God does all these things as aman does
That would be to Imply mperfection in God What
we really miean §s that whatesver of good there §s in
the llumarn power of linking. reasoning. remem-
hering God has but that 1fe has it 16 a higher and
botter wasy than wa have »

Father Stouart udes an ifestration that should aps
peal to Elinstein the flistrastion of the fourth di-
mension  We most of u IEve in a world of three
dimensorts  \We cannot got hold of the tdea that there
is or that there ean be 4 fouarth,  We Lnow length.
breadth and depth. If smeone tells us or at least
it someorte tells me that thxere is tn the universe
length breadth and depth andd something else, 1 dont
know what he means Tint forurth something escapes.
Llive in thres dimensiom Now supvose Elnstein, at-
temipts to make me undentanxd the fourth dimenston
Ho will tkave to use words t¥snt we use of fhree di-
monsions. Those words nay rxaislead me jost as much
a3 they iead me Qi"i’ﬂﬁﬁ:‘.

Tt is likke that -only much more so- when we use
human words to oxprey what is not humian but
divine. We have to use humsn words about God bes
cause human words are the_dnly words' we know.

Qne more sxample, an cnxSer one. Suppose A tree
wers o try to excplaln to smotMer tree whal a human
belng ls tike. It would have o expinin man In terms
of loaves and branches perkaaps of soil and water
and sunshire. Try it andsee if vou can satisfy vout-
swol{ None the less. whatthe 2ree is explaimng of the
nature of mnan mAy bo frue Tt is true. but it ennnot
be told in adequamte worde Ir will have to be told in
metaphore and similes

Now that's the way v uxe the word “Pérson™ of
God Te us & person isone wwho has intelligence and
will He knows things and he directs his own ac-
tions. Waatever viitue or prerfection or alvantage
there ls in knowing and willzzag must be In Gad. be-
cause of it were not in God £t wouldn't be iy us

Bocause these perfections exist here below only in
man, we say God is a Person. But we use it with
apalogies  We kriow it doesrt™t fully pcpress the pers
fection that ts in God Does MEr Einstein know n Bet-
ter word than Person® [ so. agiin we lnvite him
to teach it to us. It willhs & doon But {f he doesn't
know 2 better word, wiy does he quarrel with us
for using the best worl we know?

-t 1t lsm't A question of 8 weord for God. but of an
idea of {God. and he thitkks The has a belter. purer,
loftier tever idem of Cod than St Thomas Aguinas,
he should in the goodnes of his heart communicate
that idea to. us. L Ne dos. mad if it'$ good, we raay’
prepare & ntche mnd carve & =tatue of him,
(Copyright 1010, N. & W
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Coming from VW ashington, the Rev. Francis Borgia
Steck, 0 F.M.. Ph.D, of the Department of Hisolry.
Citholte UniVersity of America, delivered an address
an “Ploneer Massionaries in t¥ae St Lawrene Valley™ .
of tie dedicationr of A one memorial surmounted

by & brorike cross on the Mércy High School grounds.
The monumient;, gift of Hexrman (. Hottlot, was
crected to. mmark the site of thxe frst Christian Chapel

* i this ayes bullt by the Franciscan missionaries near

that spot 256 yenrs: ago, tate ©of the dedication.
o . L]

+ *
Golden Jubilee of the dedication. of fhe Nrst church -

“of St Deminie’s paridh omxprrising the Catholics of

Manchester &nd Shortsille =vas fiitingly celebrated
wider the direction of the e . John K, Nijler, pas-
tor. Growtly of thHe parishin £3ft3 ysars from 20 fam-
ilies to 300 Families way ippr opristely recorded.

L I *

A iew study €fub novemett on the missions in
which ekich home room actsed as a club'and met
nonthly wasg organized at Aguinas Institute by the
Re¥. Johim G, O"Donnell mocterator of the Aquinas
Migsion Uit

. . » . .

Sister M. Jamveséits Nolarz, nicce of the late Rt
Rev, Msgr. Mictsael Nol, <ited at Villa Marie in
‘Waylaid-

’ Sountls we ke to hear

* the following
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THE FIRE AND THE W0OD—

A novel by R; €. Hutchimans.

. {am proud of the priviege of
nfrodueing Ty exquisite novel to
the patrons of the Catholic Exi-
dence Lihrary How any Engliah-
man living under the streaa. of
this  ‘mortat storm”™ could have
writgen such A hagntingly beassti-
{ul story of two liwes i the set-
ting of Hitler’s Giermany ls ane
of the mysteries of genlus But
there 1t is. a breath-taking evoca-
tion of heauty, for ‘which the anly
adoguate responke. ix a devout
“Thanks be ta God'™

I suppose £t Is easy for a comm-
petent novelist to write a good
romance about Interesting people.
HSimkespeare's tragedies are ail
shout people of roynl blood he
wianted {o emphasize by contrast
the calamity of their [miure
Hamint would be less Hamlet if
he were not prince of Denmark.
Ant the novelist challenges him-
nif to find the nobility of com-
woapane tvey and to rMlease
the divine spark. that never quite
gota out in any of Adams weary
children.

Minna Wersen ts & puny, tuber-
cular clean-up girt 1n a ropming .
house Drab and washed out with
o racking cough.  she performa
ler duily chOres nx unnoticed as &
gudget A young Jewish doctor,
one of the second string at the
loerl  hospital, takes a room
where Minna works, and notices
her even less than the other

i hoardery He, ds. s atrange creas

ture, severety minding his own
husiness, and. very secretive about
the chemical experiments he con-
ducts in his room. He is working

.on a new tuberculan for the cure

of consumption--with infinite pa-
tence .checking and counter-
cheeking. until he feels at long
st that he has whipped his new
composite into obediént harmony.
Hix difMouity now §s to find & su2b-
Ject, ane in the advanced itage
of the discase though nol too ad-
vauced for any hope of cure, and
also one who s not in the local
hospital, for the authorities
would, never tolerate the danger-
ous experiment on ons of their <
patienta

He finds his chance the day
Minna 18 too sick to do her work.
Tactfully he persuades the land-
ady to let him be the doclor on
the case, and breaks down Min-
na's stubborn resistance with un-
wearying patience. Himselt he
cleans out arnxd tidies up her sor-
did attic room, waits on her with
dogged fdelity. all the while in
mortal fear of the results of his
tubergulin tnjections. She hovers
between life_and death for weeks,
wiile e moves in numbid sus.
pense hetweerns his hospital shifts,
and his self-imposed duties of
docfor. nurse and scientist in the
cramped attic roorn.

Whatever iove he. has shown
hay heon to hiis work Minna s &
pawn In his clinical reesarch.
“That -one should die, f need be,
for the good_of the many' . . .
20 lie has justified his conscience.
it ns the weeks go on, love for
Minna grows shyly in his heart
She 1 Aghting so hard to live,
fighting his Qght, fighting, 10 he

ARG
. Diocesan
Recordings

the
pealing of “Holy God, We Praise
Thy Name!” on the chimes of Old
8t Mary's, downtown.

L ] . -

Deserving  was  the beautitul
fiew 1941 Philco mogdse!l radio pre-
sentold to Col Frederick J Weg-
man for successfully serving as
goneral chairmman of the Knlghts
of 8t. John and Ladies' Auxiliary
ntonal conrventicin  held here
this summer. The xift was made
al A recent mecting of the Gen-
eral Cotfif€tee and the emorm-
ows amount of work and sacrifice
of time put into the Convention
preparations and management by
Chlcne! Wegman were brought
out The Convention and its va-
rious pnases, especially the midis
tary parade is stifl fresh in the
memory of Rochesterians so the
laprassion mxade by the Catholic
Knights and Iadles is a decp onre.
Deserying €oo, was a gift of
handsome jewrelry made to Mrs.
Uoorginng Weisennsel of the Aut.
iary who served as co-chaitman.,
Thes~ two organizations of our
Catholic mers and  women work
togsther in perfect harmony and
dononstrate &t all’ times the ef-
tective method of getting things
dune for their order and their
Chureh, ) R o
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Incéssant tnust be the appeal
for prayers for peace. Enlarging
on a program last year, Sufrerne

Knight Francis P.  Matthows of -

the Knights of Columbus sends
out the call for the K of C.
thioughout the nation to arrange
for public prayer for Peace In the ~
form of Masses, Holy Hours, Ves-
pors or Field Services. The Su-
preme  Knight  writes, Today.
“the heart of man -is sick ns he
teaffully. watches the world
polséd on the cdge of civiliza-
tion’s greal catastraphe.” “An an-
guished humanity must reg}iz®
that not enily must we li¥our
prayers i farn tlon to
the Prince of Peace, but we must
30 live that we shail help to bring
about & peace foundeéd upon the
tonet® of Christian teachings and
not ypon A mere economic or soO-
ol basis,™
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Catholic working people who
teglect to take advantage of the
Citholic Labor Cofléege in seasion
each Monday eévening d‘SL Af-
drew's. Seminsiy sre missing an
opportunity knocking at their
doors. To effect social justice
there must Be an understanding
of the only frteans ta the solution.
the way pointed aut by the En-
oyclicals. Casapable itistrudtors
With s background. fitting théem
to discuss the subjedts taught at
the Labor College mré theid each
Monday night to give the infor-
niatior.  Those sttending the
courses néver fall Lo be on hand
Monday to take
thele places in™thé “classtooms.”
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tater 'learns, because she lovas
m.

.Sureiy nothing im modern

fictton can. aurpasy the Dhaunting
tenderntsas of the dimrdy -in which
ner starved soul confesses hrer
jove for Dr. Josef . . .

Finally there comes the tme

for the final injecticn It may
precipilate  death. Shie  is ready
now. more than ever before for
Josef's aake. But he cannol ges
mmself to do it, for to him shs
is now befoved Minns, &nd not a
medical guines-pig.

~Their dilemma and their love's
young drearm are brutally broigen
by the crash of outside events—
events wnich were at first on the
fringe of
world hilie nolses in & dream But
the nolses have hecomne a slorm
that awakens them, driving him
with a cry aof “Jew” into a con-
centralion camp, and her nto &
santarium. .

Ine rest 18 for you te djsover
by yoursclf. how Josef fares in
his hard imprisoiment; how Min-
na uses her lease of life to reach
him and pry higw loose from his
captors, the strange escapse in the
river barge, the nightmarae of fym-
minent’danger, the haunted days
and nights belore they reach the
Dutch border, he, racked with
tuberculosts “from  his  harsh
treatment, ghe, faithful o a
‘mother to & sick child, the Aipal
peace In death.

... This story breathes like a clean

wind over "THE
day. i1 which love is 3 de-
bauched by passion. Nomnas of the
so-catled ~hot" fiction can nveal
anything so intense as the flarme
of Mmna’s unselfish love for Dr.
Josef. no *“pleasures” of pamion
here, but only love with all its
pain, even unto death. It isalove
mads possible in Jesus Crucifed
whose picture, in a cheap chre-
mo, Minna had ‘over hexr bd in
the attic room,

“The Fire and the Wead” s an
amazing accomplishment. It has
the bresthless excitement of “I'he
Labyriathine Ways” and the ten-
derneas of “The Mill o the
Floss.” 1t abounds in deeply-
etehed pictures sy vivid as ‘For-
elgn Correspordent”s its niner
cliaracters are hewn in flesh and
blood, and come as close to you
as they did to Minng and Josef;
its re-creation of the change in
Germany to Nasl rule rings true.
But above all, it is the record of
a noble love, bearing gaithiul wit-
ness to God who breathex it into
even the humblest soul. On the
“must” Jist of fictiom <onnois-
seurs’ N

(Note, for High-8chool libraries:
A highly-specialited sty and
plot-technique, » certain chapters
about réfined torture, =nd con-
sistent use by the pleblan Minna
of the word "bitch” to <designmte
a troublesoms woman, might be
judged to make this nowvel unfit
for general reading by adolescent
clhildren.)
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%WHY?

Frem Defendens of the Faith,
Conteption, Me.

No Vian Can Serve Two Maw~
ters. You -Can't Be a Catholis
and a Good Amerlican Cltizen at
the Same Time,

One would hare thought that
this old canard had been iaid to
rest long ago. The history of our
nation from the Revolution down
to the present day proves that 3
good Cutholic is and always must
be a good citizen. Washington's
words of praise for Catholic loy-
alty during the Revolution ought
never to be -forgotten: “T hop ever
to sce America among 4hae fore-
most nations In examples of jus-
tice and liberality, And T presume
that your fellow-citizenz will not
forget the patriotic psart which,
you took in the accomplishment
of théir Revolution and tixa estab-
lishment of their goverament ar
the important assistance from =a
nation (France! in which the Ro-
man Catholic faith is professed.”

At the tirne of the World War
Catholics  represented  Approxi-
mately otte-sixth of the tota] pop-
ulation of the United States. Yet
according to the statement of See-~
retary Baker, one-third of the
fighting forces of Unclé Sam wers
members of the Catholic Church.
Acvording to incomplete statistics
compiled by the N. C. W. C Bu-
reay of Historical Records, 304,-
437 American Catholics saw servw=-
ice in the World War.

What Beoks Would You Ree~
onimend Tw Me Se That I May
Learn How Best To Ineatruct My
Chitdeen. Preperly About the Or—
igin of Life and the Problems of
Personal Purity?

One book that you will find help-
ful tr this difScult snd delimte
task is "Watchful Elders™ by Rew.
Kilian Hennrich, This  Dosk is
meant for parents only and is
publishéd by the Brucé Publishing
Company, 524 North Milwaukee
Street, Milwaykes, Wisfonsiz.
“Saleguards to Chastity,” instrue-
tions for adolesient bows and
“Helps to  Purity.,” ~ insteuctiorss

for-adolescent girls, are itkewise .

excellent. Both are from the pen
of the late Father Fulgeénice Mey-
er. A dear old Franciscanw missiors<
ary. and miay be olitained from taxe
St. Frantls Bookshop, 1613 Re-
public St. Cincinnatl, Ohio.
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Feast Days -
Sanday, Och 20.-ST. JOHNE
CANTIUS.
Mondas, Oct. 31.—ST. T"RSUL&.
o'!‘nuduy. Ot 20-8T. EEILARE-
N. 4
Wedneaday, Oct. 288X THE~

ODORET:

Thutsday, Oct. 48T, MAGLE-
ORE, misHOP. - .

Friday, . e

’ ISP
AND CRISPINIAN, MARTYRS.
Saturdsy, Oct. 6—ST. EVAR~
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