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NEWS and FEATURES CONVfNT LIFE EXPLAINED 

COLLEGE SYMPOSIUM 

Catholic Collegiate 
Symposium Assails 
Youth Congress 

BUFFALO - i N O - Criticizing 
the opinions expressed recently by 
the American Youth Congress in 
Washington, s tudents of seven dis
trict Catholic col leges attended the 
tenth annual Catholic Collegiate 
Symposium here. Speakers ex
pressed the opinion that the Amer
ican Youth Congress was not rep
resentative nor characteristic and 
even misrepresented the "normal 
intelligent clement of American 
youth." The subject of the Sympo
sium w a s "The Dimensions of De
mocracy ' 

This year it was presented as a 
panel d i scuss ion led by the Rev. 
Francis P Le Buffo. SJ, of Ford-
ham University well known author 
and lecturer 

John J . Murphy of Canlslus Col
lege, chairman, spoke of the neces
sity for Catholic youth to learn the 
principles of American Democracy 

"One very urgent motive for 
Catholic youth to learn more about 
the form of government under 
which w e live Is that tho Bishops 
on several occasions have pleaded 
with Catholics to study and discuss 
the principles of Christian democ
racy 

"Another v e r y interesting fact 
was publicized recently when much 
newspaper space was devoted to 
the American Youth Congress in 
Washington. Whatever (lie m!£h.t 
be said about that Congress It can 
be jsfe ly stated that the opinions 
were n o t those of Catholic youths " 

The colleges represented in the 
Symposium were Canlslus and 
D"Youvtll« of Buffalo Nazareth. 
of Rochester Niagara University. 
of Niagara Fa l l s . St. Bonaventure. 
of Olean, N Y and Mercyhurst 
and Villa Maria of Erie. Pa. 

Representing D'Youville College 
Miss Mary L. Murdoch, said 
"Among humaui beings, the first 
step to peace t s a respect for moral 
standards and especially a recogni
tion of a Supreme Being " 
Natareth Student Heard 

"The normally intelligent element 
of American Youth was sadly dis
graced by the relatively small but 
vociferous group of young people 
that attended the American Youth 
Congress." s a i d Miss Dorothy E 
Craig, o f Nararcth College 

Richard P Fahey. of Canlslus 
College, said: "Wise, older heads 
art really worried about the future 
• f America, when they witness a 
rising generation scofllng a t the 
notion of God. Ignorant of objec
tive standards of morality and im
bibing theories of government as 
distant from the ideals of Wash
ington and Jefforson as the Krem
lin ' 

Rita E Weyand. of Villa Maria 
College, said "It is time for Amer
icans t o live u p to their profession 
of f i lth In God. otherwise t a k e the 
mockery off t h e letter heads of our 
federal stationery, change the na
tional e m b l e m s and honestly admit 
that t h e nation Is going back to 
paganism " 

"1 th ink" said Niagara Umver-
sitys Will iam A O'Brien, •that the 
thing m o s s sadly lacking in our 
country today is a universal tie 
termination o n tho part Of every 
cituen to live up to noble, moral 
standards in politics, business and 
national life " 

Marie D Callan of Mercyhurst 
College, said "This country today, 
like al l other nations, ts going 
through perilous times Loyalty to 
our traditional form of government 
is demanded o f each citizen " 

John R. Hartnett , of St Bonn-
venture College, said "The history 
of our nation may never again re
cord t h e llkea of a Washington a 
Jeffersen. a Lincoln, if * f allow 
the family l i f e of the nation to be 
disrupted by birth control and di
vorce " 

Father LcBuffe. Eastern Director 
-of Sodalities, in his opening re
marks said 

"Democracy is a fluid thing, but 
It Is a lordly river coursing smooth
ly between wel l defined banks, not 
a flood that srwirls Its waters where 
It win. Not for a n Instant do we 
assert that democracy is a static, 
dead th ing Mo. it is living, chang
ing, dynamic, vibrant But I3ce all 
great forces - lightning, w a t e r . 
wind, explosives it must b e har 
nessed or else it leaves havoc in Its 
wake This harnessing of the 
forces of democracy comes from 
those external truths on which our 
Republic is founded, and on which 
every true democracy m u s t be 
founded " 

This round-table discussion of the 
Dimensions o f Democracy w a s also 
presented by the same group In 
Rochester, March 1, and In Erie. 
Pa. Marfh 3 . Charles J Mathews, 
of Carwsius College, was the man
ager o f the Symposium. 

St. Patrick. Bel l 

A m o n g the rare relics a f S t Pat
rick, preserved in Irelarsd, u St 
Pa tr i ck ' s Bell (upper p i i o t o ) It 
i s m a d e of iron, riveted a t the 
aides mud bronzed outside and In
side. About 1100 A E> . i t was 
enshr ined in a beautiful reposi
tory tlower photo) B o t h are 
n o w i n the National M u s e u m of 
I re land , in Dublin. iN .C.W.C. ) 

Sodal ta lk 
Rochuttr 

Parish SodalltiM 
Union ACUVIUM 

Nun's Answer to Distorted Views on Convent 
Completely Defined in Letter's Complete Text 
{Suck icwrcspread mtenest teas stirred •« tkt letter of Siiter Mary 

Claire, 0. £>. i , of St. Anthony Convent and Motherhmist, Sirrucus*. 
to the Scitr J oik Time*, re/wfiHO the distorted and ttutmt picture of 
convent h /« jrtren m tht book, ' The Cottvtut." fcy Algae Simpson, »{ 
wa> derided to publish the lull c o n t e u l of the Utter here. Tkt book t s 
rrpsrtrd H o r u t j a large sale aid it is lo combat tke "glaring false
hoods" tontatntd therein that Sialer't letter is given below.) 

CANONIZED SOON 

By JlAltliAKKT IAJKK1.N 
D u r i n g the past week w « have 

r e c e i v e d two n e w Sodality line-ups 
T h e f irst is a newcomer to our 
C o l u m n St. Francis X a v i c r have 
reorganized their Sodality undsr 
t h e direction o f the Rev David B ^ i u,c u m o 

Editor The New York Tiroes Book 
Review . 

In an d g e notorious for its l a 
mentable "repeal of reticence" it i s 
Inevitable. I dare say. that a s e n 
sationalist w i t h a n itching palm o r 
at best a sentimentalist who h a s 
not risen a b o v e a merely, subjective 
experimentation w i t h the sublimity 
of religious faith should seek t o 
exploit her deplorable and falling 
experience a s s n u n for sordid a n d 
gullible m i n d s . I refer to Alyse 
Simpsons "The Convent," favor
ably reviewed i n the columns o f 
the Book R e v i e w of The New York 
Times Issue of Sunday. Feb 4. by 
Edith H. W a l t o n . 

As s nun. and in the name of 
million! o f Catholics and n o n -
Catholics w h o ho ld opposite v iew
points from this ex-nun author, 
and who b o l d the religious lite in 
high esteem, being conversant w i t h 
its sublime object ive and practical 
service lo Humanity . I strtvo to b e 
speak > r e f u t a t i o n of th is review, 
else slander the book may become 
to the public especially the unln-
formedtportlon o f the. public in 
tho umvfttltig universal application 
that will probably ' be made of s u c h 
experience a a MCisa Simpson s a y s 
she had 

In lilt f i r s t place 1 have never 
heard of a c o n v e n t anywhere h a v 
ing been n a m e d The Mystic Rose. 
which the a u t h o r says s h e entered. 
There may b»c s u c h a one. and w e 
shall assume that there is verity 
in ihu pre l iminary statement of 
the author . assume, too, that it U 
a convent approved by the Cath
olic Church for such approval is a 

; necessary condi t ion to a true re -
llglous-liouse foundation Further
more, lufts approval either directly 
from Rome itself or through an a u 
thority) pre late of the church is 
not given without inquiring Into 
essential condi t ions conducive to 
developing; tho religious spirit a s 
well ai t h e bodily welfare of i t s 
membirs a n d aspirants in accord
ance with the bes t traditions a n d 
knowledge of Lhe sciences of b o t h 
the spiritual l i fe and physical 
health T h a t Miss Simpson as a n 
aspirant sadly lacked the rudi 
ments of t h e former, that Is. the 
religious spirit , a t the outset Is e v i 
dent from her having suppressed 

of her entrance i n t o 

make emergence from religious 
life ridiculously easy for those 
who h a v e the tragic experience o f 
losing their relish for the higher 
gifti o f God? One i s bewildered b e 
times by contradictory accusations. 
V/e poor nuns are at times told b y 
the unfriendly modern mind that 
wt escape into t h e convent a n d 
now w e are told t h a t there li such 
a thing aa escape from It. T h e 
simple fact of t h e matter li that 

(Continued o n Page li 

BLKHSEu MAsVY 8T, EUl'HUASiA 
rKlXETIKH, fsundhresa »* the 
Congregation « f Our l a d y af 
Charity tf t h o tioed Shepherd, 
whom the Sscrexl Congregation of 
Rites aittMuiicas* will be cananUed 

on May 3. 
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ST. PATRICK'S DAY SPECIALS 
MAXFIELD'S WINE 

5th 79c—Vi gal. $1.39—gal. $2.59 

Cold Stal Champagne—Sparkling lurgundy 
10th $1.25—5th $2.25 

>. COMMUNITY LIQUOR STORE 
I I O CLINTON AVE. SO., tee. MIICS ST. 

Phase Mamas I (00 We Deliver 

WILLIAM C ElSENBERC 

MUMS! 

VALL£Y ICE CREAM"* 
FOR THOSE . • * 

Who Initinctively Seek the Be»t 

ST. PATRICKS D M 

SPECIAL 

VANILLA ICE CREAM 
Cr««n Shamrock Cinttr 

(PUtsthio lc> Crtiml 

W . Dclivnr from 

• A. M. fill Mi.nliht 

7 Day. a W . . k — O i l U. 

, AnyHmr bifwaan titan Hours 

CLENWOOD 834 

New fro«sn richness ttt*t invoke "t 
memories — memories of Sherry!*.ra 

Delmonica's—of swank Colonial 
biles — Diplomatic Receptions »rvd old 
time Souti%errt HosfiitoUty. 
Valley !<* Cream takes you back t*© nat 
ice erttir*—obtairtabie today In t o few 
places. 
Try Valley Ice Cream just once. tSeligh* 
your guests with Rochester's nev**e$t—-
RochejUr's richest— Rochester', (MMI. 
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mm ICE CREAM in . 
67 Ridge Road Wet~t 
ON o»*ojtGH to vxttxnm max 

Singernoff A.t a recent meeting religion ' a s we term It > the f a c t 
the R e v Robert J Fox. U n i o n L n - ' 0 ' h " » » v t n g a s her motive prl-
rector. spoke to the social ists on ' marlly p i q u e at the defection of a 
the organisat ion and f u n c t i o n i n g ' a 7 " •"<* definitely charts her a s 
of a Sodality New oillce-rs elected I »n uniloslrable and one unfit for 
were a a follows Marie l>s<iirolamo 'he sublime life into which s h e 
P r e s i d e n t . Stella Tnntsllo. Vice presumed t o enter 
P r e s i d e n t . Florence i lngi io Trcos- j St Francis of Assist, beloved of 
urer A n n and Mary Morsttone. Re-1 the whole world and a lover of h u -
cording and Corresponding Score mnnitj beyond t h e dreams of m o s t 
t a n e i Congratulations and our phllanlhroptsls in the history of 
usual best wishes to von all for a ! tho world, w h o m we resrard as t h e 
very successful Sodality year' scraphir father and founder of o u r 

ordi-r onoc said "He who e n t e r s 
religion w i t h a wrong motive l i e s 
to the H o l y l lhos t" Usually s u c h other comei f r o m snow 

t'harlottc Holy «. ross So-
Being snow-bourad doesn 1 
thing to the .Socialist!, for 

The 
bound 
dality 
mean 
under the direction of F a t h e r Pat 
rick Connell and their n e w offi 
cers. t h e Sodaliots are o u t lo do 
b ig things. Helen Dougherty leads 
t h e g i r l s as President. Margaret 
T w e t u e is Vice President. Gene
vieve Kavanaugh, Sccretaary; Clara 
Albert. Eucharlstlc C o m m i t t e e 
J e a n n e O'Connor, Our L,sady's. Gil-
d a rjivlannl. Apostolic . Jeanne 
Wheleban . Catholic Truths . Dorothy 
SrhmiiS. Social Life, a s s^ Coflnas 
O'Brien. Publicity 

W h a t could be more p e r f e c t ! St 
P a t r i c k ' s Sodality is hawking on S t 
P a t r i c k ' s Day a St Patr ick's Silver 
T e a Very smart Utile inv i ta t ions 
In the form o f a green harp are 
being sent t o all the Sodalit ies 
Kven i f you didn't got o n e , you are 
cordia l ly Invited, Teresa Nacca 
G e n e r a l Chair-man, assures us As
s i s t ing Teresa are Rose CTiiappone 
R o s a r t a Maurizlo and M a r y Rane-
letta. The on ly thing I -would sug:-
gest i s that they serve green tea ' 

he i> d e t e r r e d before a randi 
dn'.e uallcMi n postulant > or a n o v 
ice ithat is s nun clothed In t h e 
habit of re l ig ion but still not e s 
sentially a. rel igious In that she h a s 
not pronounced vowm reaches t h e 
end of h e r novitiate training. 

I should say from the glaring 
evidence o f Miss Walton s reveal
ing vitw that tHe chief fault, if 
any. on t h e part of the community 
that received th'is woman was o n e 
of too great charity, of naive f a i t h 
in one w h o irtav even then h a v e 
the gift o f "skill and artistry in 
prose' whic-h t h e reviewer s a y s 
may have deceived her 'the r e 
viewer i I n t o a conclusion that t h i s 
ex-nun's b o o k Is "a valuable d o c u 
ment." 

Documents presuppose documen
tary evidence Sett ing aside for t h e 
moment the glaring falsehoods 
about religious and conventual l i f e 
as It is lived by approximately 
100000 n u n s In this country a l o n e 

and this is virtually a replica o f 
conventual religious l ife all over 
the world — Miss Walton h e r s e l f 
acknowledge* t h i s serious disquali
fication f o r making a just r e v i e w 

The Sodallsts of St Psxtrick s are |o f the b o o k S h e says- "As 

Brazil Prelate Assails 
Totalitarian States 

PORTO ALBGriE. BRAZIL -
The total itarian States, principally 
Germany and Russia, were strong
ly assailed b y the Most Rev. Juan 
Becker. Archbishop of P o r t o 
Alegre, In » discourse delivered 
during the Eucharistic Congress 
held a t Benito Goncalvez, wi th the 
attendance o f 20,000 persons The 
Governments of those States at
tack rel igious freedom and belief 
in God, said the Archbishop. 

a t tending the Misnon at their 
church in a body and avre singing 
a t the exercises 

Probation classes h a v e already 
begun at S t . Andrew's Sodality. 

Catherine Matile, who d i d such s 
sp lendid job last year a s Proba
tion Mistress, will talc« over the 
dut ies of the job again this year. 
W e l o o k for perfectly t r a i n e d S o -
da l i s t s from S t . Andrew's: 

English Catholics To 
Open Hut In France 

LONDON.—The first group of 
the Catholic Women's L e a g u e vol
u n t e e r s has left here * o r France 
where* the f irst recreaSional h u t 
for t h e troops will be o p e n e d in a 
few d a y s Arrangements are near
ly complete for the opening of 
three other centers In F r a n c 

T h e r e are C W L h u t s in eight 
p laces in England where there are 
troop concentrations. 

Niagara U. Debaters Here Friday 
IYIAGARA UNIVERSITY, N. Y. 

- T h e Niagara University debating 
team will o p e n i ts annual eastern 
tour Friday evening this week in 
Rochester where it will b e enter
tained by t h e Rochester Division of 
the university's College o f Busi
ness Administration. 

George A. Rush ton and Reginald 
W. Shepherd , Niagara Fal ls , will 
defend the affirmative side of the 
question: "Resolved — T h a t the 
United States Should Follow a Pol
icy o f Strict Isolation Toward. All 
Nations Outside of the* Western 
Hemisphere Involved in Civil or 
International Conflict" for the vis
iting Niagara team. 

Immediate ly after tonight's en
gagement. N i a g a r a will continue to 

verttal arguments w i t h Gotham 
seats of learning u n t i l next 
Wednesday when the t o u r endR. 

Tomorrow night in N e u York. 
Mt, S t . Vincent's Colle«» will af
ford the opposition In t h e second 
of a home-and-home s e r i e s . After 
a r e s t Sunday, Manhattan will be 
met Monday night, F"ordham on 
T u e s d a y night, and Nerw Rochelle 
on Wednesday . The Isolat ion ques 
tion wil l be debated i n all N e w 
York meetings, with Fffiagara u p -
ho ld ing the affirmative against 
each institution. 

Bes ides Rushton and Shepherd, 
the Niagara team w i l l include 
Capt- Edmund W. Jenusait is , Wat -
erbury . Conn.; Edwarcl J . Speno. 
Auburn. N. Y. , and the Rev. O. E. 

New York City whem it wi l l hoial Morton, CM., varsity d e b a t e coach. 

viewer. I feel a certain extra-liter
ary hesitancy i n approaching s u c h 
a book sas this—partly because 
lack background for judging t h e 
accuracy af i t s facts, partly b e 
cause It treads, obviously, on s o 
many t o e s . " 

The l a s t is. t o us nuns, loo t r i 
vial for consideration, so a b s u r d 
In the f a c e of f a c t s are the author's 
biased a n d purely emotionally 
subject r e a c t i o n s to the life s h e 
was privileged t o experience tor a 
time. It i s the presenting of t h i s 
distorted picture of our conventual 
life to t k e general public t h a t 
holds i t s e l ement of danger, e s 
pecially d a n g e r of breeding m i s u n 
derstanding; of an influence of t r e 
mendous spiritual and h u m a n i 
tarian v a l u e to the citizens of t h i s 
country a n d m a n y others The first 
reason f o r the reviewer's f a i l u r e 
properly t o evaluate th i s book, t h a t 
of "lack o f background for j u d g 
ing the a c c u r a c y of i ts facts." i s 
manifestly a serious admission. It 
needs n o further comment. 

Two points I should like t o 
make, h o w e v e r , in correction o f 
fallacies w h i c h the author s e t s 
forth, as told b y the reviewer, w h o 
apparently swallows them with t h e 
most gullible appetite for the s e n 
sational and sentimental. O n e i s 
the Idea presented of a nun w h o 
"escaped through the connivance 
of a f o r t h r i g h t woman doc tor" 
from her conventual home, h a v i n g 
like the author, presumably, b e e n 
"appalled by t h e lack of Inte l lec
tual atimutus anywhere in the c o n 
vent by the lack of books, t i m e 
for meditation * * • < wheret t h e r e 
was nothing t o satisfy those w h o 
were restless, tortured, intelligent, 
nothing b u t w i l d superstitions a n d 
blind drildiike. faith. * * •" 

Did n o t Mies Simpson learn in 
her apparently brief s t a y - a n d o n e 
wonders w h e t h e r she was not d i s 
missed h e r . « l f and if she ever w a s 
even clothed in a holy habit 
that the canon laws of the c h u r c h . 
applicable to all conventual l i fe , 
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