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I N T R O D U C T I O N 

|. Wllh »ubllmt patboi Pop* 
Plus XII In hi* first incycllcal 
tatter pliad* wllh tha people of 
the world t o turn from the de-
canfiiot t o t u s hoallng ways of 
clwrlty s n d p»*oe. t l * remind* 
» (oriilfttl world of the unlyer*__ 
Mllty ol d i v i n e love: he recon-
M<rfgte« t h e whole human family 
W the S a c r e d Heart of th« 
Divine lt«de«m»r; and, eummon-
\t>t men t o return to Chrltt, he 
reechMi U i « entreaty railed 10 
of tin by h i * p*e(lecewor»: "Be-
hoM your K i n * . " Una. XIX. 14.) 

J, To re-enthrone Christ in th» 
tninde »n<l h a s r t i of men , to ri-
•atablliih H l » k i n s h i p In humeti 
WMlltyi t o imprexnate the lawa 
mni l iutltation*, the miplratlone 
Mild flnitl p u r p a w i of all natlona 
with till aptr i t . le t h e euprem* 
)>one *nd purpoie of Our Holy 

rattier.. 
1, Ml'erhmp» — do* urant II -

• I M mey h»p«,"* with Pope I'lw 
XII, "that « i l » hour of «lreet -
need may brine; • ehMiie ef eut-
l«ok airf Miittinent U thee* 
many wh», t i l l new, h » t * walked 
wttk blind f a i t h a lons the path 
• f pepiilar nnxlera errare ua-
«oMktH o f t h e lr«««ii«r«u* ana 
ineeenre r r * u n a on wttleh Uey 
trad. Hajrhap* th* many, wh* 
have Ml KTaapetl the ImparUumi 
• f Uw tdaM«.U*iwi a n d paileral 
mlMlen a t Hi* fhureb will new 
wlenlanat bet ter h e r wamlnie, 
IMMWM ht t h * fataa amurlly er 
Uie DMI, Km (telenaa of Chrla-
tbwiliy eafiM b * mar* eftwUtra 
than the pr»»«»l atrmlla, rrem 
Uw InttitMuaa vautex o f error and 
aall-t%tMUaa tiMvamtenia Uiera 
h M eeme f * r t k a crop *t eueb 
pal(MMi) eUHMtcn a* la eenrtl-
taVi a tenjlewiawtlan aurpaielna; 
l a IM NiMliMlreneaa amy mere* 
l y IhMreileHat refHlaUeii?' (1) 

4. With a l l our tiearu we 
thank hint f o r hli (uldanoe and 
with tuch a trength aa we noime 
w « emulate h i s example. We re­
affirm the primacy of Our Lord 
Je iu i Chrlat. "Who la the lm»ra 
o f tin Inviaibla Qod. the first­
born ol e v e r y creature. Por In 
Him wire a l l thing* created In 
hoaven end o n earth, visible and 
Invisible . . . And H e ti bofore 
all, and b y H i m all things con-
(tit , , , Ebecauae In Htm It helh 
well pleeaad t h e FntlMr. that ill 
fullneia i t too ld dwell." (Col I, IS­
IS.) 

t. flu p e a r * which all right 
minded m a n ao earnestly deilre, 
mult bi b a a e d upon a compre-
taenelvi prog-rain of reitorlns; 
Clirlit to H i s true and proper 
place In h u m a n eooloty. We mint 
brine) Clod back Into govern­
ment! wi m u s t brlns; Clod back 
Into education: we must brlns; 
God back I n t o economic lite, wt 
mult brine G o d back Indeed Into 
a l l life, p r i v a t e and public, In­
dividual a n d aoolal. The truth 
o f God, th* l a w of Ood, the Jus­
tice, mtrcy a n d charity of Uot), 
-must, by consc ious and willing 
submission b e made t o permeate 
al l our soc ia l intercourse and 
all our public relntlona. 

A In th© midst o f human 
aodety, G o d has sot Hla 
Church a a "the pillar and 
ground of t r u t h . " To t b e Church 
Christ has g i v e n the divine mis­
sion to t e a c h al l things whatso­
ever Mi h a s commanded. The 
divine mandate permits no cur­
tailment o f t h e law no mat-
tor how d iverse t h e circum­
stances a n d conditions under 
which man l i v e s and works, nor 
any compromise with the full 
measure of i t s application to hu­
man conduct The obligation 
eomprolionds the actions of man 
In hla prtvato and public life 
aa an Individual and a s a mem­
ber of human sorlrty 

7. Man i s not an isolated In­
dividual l i v i n g in a aoolal 
vacuum, b u t a social being des­

tined to l i v e and work out his 
salvation i n association with hla 
fellow belnga. H e is a member of 
a community and he has, in con­
sequence, d u t i e s of commutative 
justice and duties of aoolal Jus­
tice and d u t i e s of chavrlty which 
emerge f r o m this relationship. 
On no other foundation can men 
build a r i g h t social order or 
create that g o o d society which Is 
desired s o ardently by the 
great mass o f mankind. 

». inasmuch as the right and 
duty to t e a c h Uw fullness of the 
moral law a n d in particular "to 
deal authoritatively with social 
said economic problems." (p. M>. 
W) an challenged in some 
quartiri o r are too frequently 
MlauBtaftood In others, we 
judge It w i s * and opportune to 
reaffirm t b a Jurisdiction of the 
Church aa t h e teacher of the 
entire moral law and more par­
ticularly a s it applies to man's 
economic a n d social conduot in 
miilneu, industry and trade. 
To tnake o u r pronouncements 
awhentio a n d to Interpret truly 
the mind o f t h e Chuwsh. we fol­
low close** t h e teachings 6f our 
« t » IjmeMtea Pontiff. Popt> 

3Piu» xr, . ^ 
Jti^JQ aM *fu,d( «i«w 
that the Chnjwh » concerned 
only with the «tor«t aspects of 
trade and industry and doe* 

% not (fitter fh« field of tmsiness la 
?maU«ri tftat are purely material 

\ or technical. Thi Church is not 
concerned -with the stccuracy of 
economic Surveys or the resu't-
ast data nor -with the problem* 
of sclintifte organization pro-

t dudtloit, co.it accounting trans-
|-«^-^nrtxn11a»--rdtlvlti*s~ Xcr 

•jpe*. -Judgment o a their apt!* 
*•*•>, iM aaerilti k a tecbafsa 
j»*»kr|r« p**P#t to ««oAemte 
»cl«nci and buainesit *dmin|«tra.~ 

(ContlnueiJ from Page 1) 

duties of chazity which enierga 
from this relationship," it Is 
brought out. **On no other founda­
tion can man build a r ight locial 
order or crease that good society 
which ia deiirasd so ardently by the 
groat mast of mankind." 

It Is mad« clear t h a t "the 
Church la concerned only with the 
moral aspect* of tradi a n d indus­
try and doei n o t antor the field of 
business In matters that a r e purely 
material or technical." and that 
"the Churoh d o e s not prescribe any 
particular forms of technical ico-
nomlo organisation of society, Just 
a s she does n o t prescribe any par­
ticular political organisation of th* 
state " 

Man can clstlrn "no sbstotuti or 
unlimited ownerrshlp" ai If h e were 

»e to follow 4s4» own se l f i sh In­
terests without regard to the ne­
cessity of others; the statement de­
clares, adding that "man Is truly 
t h * steward at hii possessions In 
t h * sight of O o d and hii therefore 
definite nipoiulbllltlea both of 
luetics and ohmrlty toward his fal­
low man with respsot to the use 
he makes of t t fs property." 

Lamenting t h * faot that "large 

n*mb*rs of w o r d i n g m«n h a v e be-
cocne allemted from religion," the 
statement asserts that , to bring 
back those wfcto have suffered tosi 
of faith, "it l a necesaary to re-es­
tablish Ihi s o u n d principles of 
Christian metal teaching." 

T o maki i m r progress *ure and 
effective," titer Archbishops and 
Blsthopi haste?! to add, "we must 
recruit and train leaders from 
within th* various ranks of society 
w h o know the mental i ty and aspi­
rations of their respective classes 
andl who wi th kindly fraternal 
chstrlty will h e able to win both 
their minds a n d their hearts." 

T h e statement attacks unfair 
wages due to greed for excessive 
profits, and insecur i ty due to false 
a n d Immoral e c o n o m i c principles, 
as leading "directly t o undernour­
ishment, bad b o u s i n g , inadequate 
clothing, and tedlreetlly to irreg­
u l a r family re la t ions , child de­
linquency md crime." 

Excessively l o n g h o u r of work in 
s o m e Industrial areas and pro­
cessus are d e c l a r e d to "create 
dangers to l i f e and limb, impair 
th* health of working men, and 
Impoverish w h o i * familial through 
Infection, disease a n d prematura 
death." 

tlon. Tor i n c h the Church has 
neither the e>ouljimenl n o r ihe 
authorization. We frankly de­
clare that It would be unwise on 
her part to discuss their opera­
tion except Insofar as a moral 
Interest might bi involved (p. 
14). 

1*. rhe Church doei no t pre­
scribe any particular form of 
technical economic organisation 
of society Just as shi d o e s not 
prescribe any partloular political 
organisation o f th* state . ia> 
P ius XI makes* this clear In hla 
enoycllcal l e t t er Quadrageslmo 
Anno where he states: "It la 
hardly necessary io n o t * 
what Leo XIXI taught concirn-
Ing the form of political gov­
ernment can, In du* measure be 
applied also. to vocational 
groups. Here, too men may 
choose whatever form they 
please, providing thai bo th Jus­
t i ce and th* common g o o d be 
taken Into account" tp. 3 8 ) . 

11, rem the* Baeretj Scripture. 
w e learn that "the earth i s the 
Lord's and t h e fullness thereof" 
( P s . XXIII, X.) No absolute or 
unlimited owrnenhlp therefore 
c a n be claimed by man a s tf he 
were free to follow his o w n sel­
f i sh interests without regard to 
th* necessity of others- The 
moral law temchei that h e has 
Indeed a right to private prop-
arty but, sa Pope Leo XIII 
points out, "the earth, even 
though divldod among private 
owners, ceasess not thereby to 
administer to the needs of all" 
(4) 

IS. Man ts truly the steward 
of his possessions In the sight of 
Uod snd has thorefore definite 
responsibilities both of justice 
and . charity toward hla fellow 
man with respect to the use he 
makes of his property 

IS. From divine rovalatlon we 
learn that physical labor was 
decreed by C o d even af ter the 
Fal l of man for the good of 
body and s o u l ip U> The 
laborer Is worthy of hla hire If. 
however, human labor Is treat-
ed as a mere commodity to be 
bought and sold In the open 
market at the lowest price, then 
It ceases to fulfill Its proper 
function In socloty What a sad 
perversion o f the wholesome 
plan of Dtvlne J>rovhlonce that 
"dead matter leaves t h e fac­
tory ennobled and transformed, 
where men a r e corrupted a n d de­
graded" (p. 4 3 ) . 

. 14. From div ine revelation we 
learn moreover that each human 
being has an Infinitely precious 
personality. PiVus XI In hla ency­
clical Divine Redemptorls sits 
forth this tr-uth with clarity, 
force and beauty: 

"Man has a spiritual and 
Immortal souL He Is a person 
marvelously endowed b y hla 
Creator with gifts ol body snd 
mind He la at true 'microcosm,' 
aa the anclcntas said, s world la 
miniature, w i t h a value f a r sur­
passing that e f the vsst Inani­
m a t e cosmos. God alone in his 
l a s t end. In this life sand the 
n e x t By sanctifying grace he Is 
raised to the dignity of a sen 
of Ood, and Incorporated Into 
t h e Kingdoms ol God in Ihe 
Mystical Body of Christ. I n con­
sequence he h a s been endowed 
b y Clod with many snd varied 
perogatlves; t h e right t o life, 
necessary ntesuis o( existence; 
Hie right to t e n d toward* bis ul­
t imate goal t i t the path mark­
e d out tor Itlm by O o d : the 
right ot asaoclstlon a n d the 
right to poasaess and use prop­
erty" tp, II). 

Man canot»in consequence be 
treated as a mere chattel but 
rather with dUgnlty and respect 
a s a child or God, Hla tabor is 
no t a thing t o be ashamed of, 
hut an honorable calling, where­
b y he achieves a necessary live­
lihood and fulfills the divine 
p lan of an eaurthly economy. 

15. Because) these are mora) 
principles a n d spiritual truths, 
jurisdiction Irs expounding their 
full scope a-nd obligation be­
longs to the Churoh which Christ 
established a s th* teacher of 
m e n in this world. \ We In our 
capacity as shepherds o f th* 
flock of Christ cannot b e un- -
mindful ef o « r duties i n these 
matters, '"tasks, heed t o your­
selves," say* t2»e Apostle, "and to 
t h e whole f lock, wherein the 
Holy Ghost hath placed you 
blahopa, to w»l* th* Church ot 
Ood" (AflU X3C, »). 

1*. It li a s unfortunate ftct 
t-4h«t large number* ot -wortlng 
l^men hat* beoome alienated from 

religion. TSxls it true even ot 
Catholic* In some of th* older 
countries. I a the words' of the 
Supreme Pon-tlff It has become 
the great scandal ot the) modern 
world. No matter how we e>t> 

.plain the fiefeioHon, t»* fact re­
main* that X36H*HIn twaus aHeT 
principles of" conduct have b*> 
coia* itfiaflaf obsoitted *"** that 
*f*>, * i* confront**' -wttA' * 
World which in large measure 

h a s almost fa l l en back into pag­
anism" (p. <8>. 

17. To bring back those who 
h a v e suffered! loss o f faith and 
w i t h It thi Mass e v e n of earth­
ly hope and char i ty , it is neces-
saury to ri-establlsh th* sound 
teaching T o make our prog­
r e s s sure snd effect ive w« must 
recruit and t r a i n leaders from 
within ihs var ious ranks of 
society who k n o w t h e mentality 
a n d aspirations of their respec­
t i v e classes evnd w h o with kind­
ly fraternal c h a r i t y will be able 
to win both their mind* and 
the ir hearts. "Undoubtedly," as 
P l u s XI lays. ~th« first and Im­
mediate apostles of th* working 
m e n must t h e m s e l v e s bs work­
ing; mm, whi le th* apostles of 
thee industrial and commercial 
world should themselves be em­
ployers and m e r c h a n t s . It ts your 
chief duty V e n e r a b l e Brethren, 
a n d that of y o u r clergy, to aeek 
diligently, t o select prudently 
a n d train f i t t i n g l y these lay 
apostles, smongst working men 
a n d amonglt employers" tp. 46). 

1*. In existing circumstances 
th-e obligation of t h e Church is 
manifest \Vfao can deny the 
c lose relstlomahlp between eco­
nomic injustice snd a long train 
of evils, physical, social and 
moral? Unfair wages due to a 
greed for excresslve profits snd 
Insecurity duet to false and im­
moral economist principles lead 
directly to undernourishment, 
b a d housing, inadequate cloth­
ing;, and Indirectly to Irregular 
family relattona. child delin­
quency and c r i m e Excessively 
l o n g hours of work In some In­
dustrial areas and In some in­
dustrial processes create dan­
g e r s to life axtd limb. Impair the 
health .of the working men. and 
Impoverish whole f a m i l i e s 
ths-ough infection, disease and 
premature death. Because hu­
m a n beings a n d no t animated 
machines loll tn Industry there­
fore the Church cannot abdicate 
h e r right snd duty t o speak out 
in defense of the rights of hu­
m a n personality nor fall to de­
clare uncompromisingly the 
moral obligation o f Industrial 
a n d economic life 

IS. Today moat controversy 
concerns Itself with these ques­
t ions ' i l l Ownership, • 2• Prop­
e r t y and U b o r . iJ> Security, m 
W a g e s 15' Establishment of 
Ser ia l Order W e shal l here pre­
s e n t the Catholic doctrine regu­
lat ing those m a t t e r s and In doing 
so we shall fo l low t h e exposition 
g iven by our l a t e chief pastor of 
souls . Pops P i u s XI, in his cele­
brated encyclicals. 

I. OWNERSHIP 

S*. The Chtirch baa always de­
fended the rigfht to own private 
property and also to bequeath 
a n d Inherit i«. We have vindi­
cated this r i g h t e v e n to the 
point of bflnjt falsely accused of 
favoring Ihe rich against the 
poor. The C h u r c h teaches thot 
t h e right to own property is 
bsLaed on t h e natural l a w of 
which God Himself la the author 
B y the Uw o f nature man must 
provide for h imse l f and his fam­
i l y and hi c a n ful ly discharge 
t h i s obligation o n l y If there 
ex i s t s an established system of 
private ownership <p. Id). 

21 . It Is sssenttal t o remember 
t h a t ownership has a two-fold 
aspect, the o n e affecting the in­
dividual, the other affecting 
society. To d e n y t h e individual 
character and aspect of owner­
s h i p leadl t o s o m e form of 
socialism or collective owner­
s h i p : to deny the social charac­
t e r or aspect o f ownership leads 
to selfish Individualism or that 
f o r m of exaggerated liberalism 
w h i c h repudiates dut ies and ends 
in complete irresponsibility to 
o ther persona and t o the com­
m o n good. 

S I The t w o great dangers 
which society faces in the pres­
e n t state of e c o n o m i c organisa­
t i o n are f irst , the concentra­
t i o n of ownership a n d control of 
wealth and saecondty. Its anony­
m o u s character which results 
f r o m some o f the 'existing busi­
n e s s and corporation law, where­
b y responsibility toward society 
i* greatly Impaired if not com­
pletely ignored. Th* civil author­
i t y , lit view o f t h e s e dangers, 
hraat so regalate t h e responsi­
b i l i ty ot property t h a t the bur­
d e n of providing f o r the com­
m o n good b e equitably distrib­
u ted . It m u s t furthermore es­
tablish such condit ions through 
l ega l enactment and administra­
t i v e policy t h a t weal th itself can 
b e distributed so e a c h Individual 
member of s o c i e t y may surely 
a n d justly c o m e i n t o possession 
o f the material goods necessary 

'kftw; his own l i ve l ihood . It i s not 
l e w e v e t the government aloa* 
wfclch h»l t h i s responsibility, as 
w i l l beeonti c l e a r f r o m t h * fur­
t h e r considerations to be noted 

Plus X I s t a t e s : S i Pin 

I t follow* from t h e two-file 
character e g ownership whkh 
We have tea-raed Individual and 
•octal, thai s n e s mass, take Into 
account In fshta matter not only 
their own adtveajstage b u t also the 
common good. To destine in de­
tail these dtatiew, when the need 
occurs and t w h e n the natural law 
does not do a o . li Is Use funetkm 
ef the government. Provided 
that the n a t u r a l and divine law 
be observed, t h e public authority, 
may specify snore accurately 
what Is licit a n d what Is Illicit 
for property owners in Ihe use 
ef t h e poaaeasalana" i p . 171. 

I n the appl icat ion of the 
principles o f social Justice in 
Important Instrument, therefort. 
is g o v e r n m e n t a l authority. As 
Plus X I asser t s , the c iv i l author-
Ity has the obl igation to adjust 
"ownership t o meet t h e needs of 
the public f o o d . " and by so do­
ing "It sets n o t as an enemy. 
but aa the friend of prlvste 
owners" ip 17». 

0. PROPERTY AND LABOR 
! 4 . Manifest ly if every nun 

worked either on his own lend 
or' with hi* o w n tools and In 
hi* owft bualasess, there would 
be no labor problem. Self-em­
ployment h o w e v e r t s not the 
chasxactcrlstic o f our present eco­
nomic organization. W i t h the sil­
vern of macfctlne Industry and es­
pecially with t h e development of 
mas production there has de­
veloped sn Intensif ication of the 
Individualistic spirit, creating 
new problem* for labor 

2S. It Is f r e e l y admitted thst 
modern Industry requires con­
siderable concentrat ion of capi­
tal, but It I s not admitted thst 
concentration o f ownership and 
control Is consequently necessary 
or beneficial t o the common 
good The concentration ol 
capital, however , with mass em­
ployment d o e s create a now and 
mors Impersonal relationship tit-
tween capital snd labor The 
problem Is o n e of providing 
equitably for t h e distribution of 
Income b e t w e e n those who 
supply capital snd those who 
supply labor. 

t s . In too many Instances sn 
undue portion o f the Income has 
been claimed b y those who hsvt 
ownership o r control of capital, 
whilst those o n the other hand 
who have o n l y their tabor to ni­
veau have b e e n forced to accept 
working conditions which an 
unreasonable and wages whieh 
are unfair T h i s condition arises 
from the fart that labor polines 
have been dictated by false 
principles i n the mterexts of 
the owners o r c a p I t a l i a n . 
Secondly it ar i s e s from the fsrt 
Hint labor frequently h a i had no 
voice In the regulation or the ad­
justment of t h e s e problems Usbor 
can have n o effective voice u 
long as It i s unorganized To 
protect us r t g h n s it must be free 
to bargain col lect ively through 
Its own c h o s e n representatives 
If labor when unorganised is dis­
satisfied, the only alternative li 
to cease work and t h u s under­
go the great hardships which 
follow unemployment 

J7. To r e m e d y the situation. It 
la necessary to adopt right 
principles for t h e distribution of 
the income o f industry Theie 
principles m u s t be both econom­
ically sound a n d morally Just. 
The principle t hot labor should 
be compensated to such extent 
only that It f*ffinlhs physically 
efficient snd capable of repro­
ducing itself i n new {fenerations 
of working m e n . Is a vicious 
principle, dermoid of all respect 
for human d i g n i t y a n d opposed 
to a l l sense o f social responsibil­
ity It Is true" thst th is principle 
was never widely held in 
theory but I* h a s been frequent­
ly applied i n practice One 
such application Is found In the 
policy that U b o r should be com­
pensated so le ly according to Hie 
principle of supply and demand 
This reduces tabor t o the posi­
tion of a commodity and makes 
fluctuating p r i c e In a labor mar­
ket Irrespective of the noeds of 
himself and family Neither 
present sufficiency of income nor 
security for t h e future play a 
part In determining his wage 
standard according t o this Im­
moral . lory a n d practice. Such 
theory or pract ice is antl-soclal 
and anti-Christian, for it denies 
both socl-vl responsibi l i ty and the 
claims of Chsnstlnn ethics and in 
their place subs t i tu tes the prin­
ciples of selfishness and force. 

SS. New deve lopments in the 
organization o f labor under the 
great impettas which has been 
given by r e c e n t legislation and 
governmental policy, make it op­
portune to po int out that thi 
principle of force and domina­
tion is equal ly wrong if exer­
cised by labcwr under certain con­
ditions by m e a n s of a monopoly-
control. T o defend i n principle 
or to adopt in practice the 
theory that t h e net result be­
longs to labor and t h a t 'capital 
shall receive only sufficient to 
replace itself i s an evasion of 
the rights o f property. This Is 
only a more subtle form of the 
contention t h a t all means of pro­
duction s h o u l d be socialised. 
Clearly all sruch proposals disre­
gard the conjributlon which the 
owner of property msckes In thi 
process of production and are 
palpably unj-ust. 

I t i s not however th* exces­
sive claims o f labor o n the In­
come from industry which con­
st itute the rcrest Immediate prob­
lem in labor relation* today, but 
rather the a b u s e of power which 
not infrequently results bi vio­
lence, riot a n d disorder. Em-
ployers at t i m e s abuse their eco­
nomic power b y discriminating 
unfairly a g a i n s t unions, by es­
tablishing lock-outs , b y Import­
ing from o u t s i d e th* community 
strike breakers Who a x * furnish­
ed w i t h antts, and by provoking 
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EMPIRE PRODUCE COMPANY 
WHOLESALERS and DISTRIBUTORS . 

Fruits, Vegetable**, Dairy Products 
Driad Fruits, Scads, Sugar, Etc. 

PHONE 6111 ELMIRA, M. Y. 
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YOUR FAMILY DRUG STORE 
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To All Catholics : : : : 7 
O n e of the greatest relitriouii protects ever at­

tempted by the Catholic Church of the DirKes-c of 

Rochester is the I.cnten scries of radio discussions 

based on the topic: "All Should Go To M a s s . " 

Station W H A M is justlv proud of its part in b-eing 

able to bring this inspiring message to e\ery radio-

home in the diocese. 

NEXT SUNDAY-
IFF.BRrARY I I ) 

N e x t Sunday be at your radio . , . hear the R e v . 

erend Benedict A. Ehmann deliver the second dis­

course in the series . . . "Because the Mass Bringg 

G o d To the People." Tune W H A M . . . T h e 

Catholic Hour . . . 12:15 P. M . 

WHAM 
ti 

J 

co.it
file:///Vfao

