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WHY DON'T THEY 60 10 CHURCH?

By ATV. IANIS M. GLLS, C.82. Edki The Cathellc Wezld

Evary Cathbllc, and clpnélnﬂy
eviry prist, must b Interasted
in the problim: Why de so muny
millions of Amersoans neglect yo-
ing to Church? Jt hay besn dis-
cuped in this column more then
ongs, but niantly 1 csme anrors
an-atilcls fhat struck me as hee
ing niare vital than soy I iad
resd before on the nbjsct.

Be it ramemberasd st seven.y
millions of our fellow  citizens
think so little ef Church that
they don't sven profas member.
ship: angd of those who do claim
membership, predbably not ons-
quarter sre faithiul attendanta

Berlous? X should say rather por-

tentous. 1t [t raxily Dangcer Num«
ber One to tha Uniled States of
Americs, though you don't hear
any of the big “Slatemen™ ad-
verting to Il

But let's 10 what was in that
srticls, Dr. Frederick K. 8tamm,
{ntroduced lo cesdery of The
Country MHoms magssine and of
the Readers Digest as Radio
Minlster for the Fedoral Councll
of Churches, painth & gloomy
fotute of ohurch-golng In our
and, His gusas sbout numbers
who actually attend s more pes-
stmistis than mine. He xays that
no Proteatant dennominstion dares
ciaim that more than a third of
its mombership attend) any given
servics excpt ot Christmas and
easter, and he acowpls the esti-
maite that rural ehurches are dy-
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Feast Days

Sunday, Feb, &~8T. JANE OF
VALOIS.
Monday, Fob. 5—~8T. AGATHA,
VIRGIN AND MARTYR.
Tuesday, Fed. &84T, DORO-

\Vo.dmmll‘uy‘ Feb. 1~8T. ROM-

UALD, .

Thursday, Feb. A—8§T. JOHN
OF MATIHA,

Fridey, Foh 88T APOLLO-
NIA AND THE MALTYRS OF
ALEXANDIIA.

Baturday, Feb. 10--8T. SCHO-
LASTICA, ABBESS,
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the atage, and  oice more we.
found out why thes stage is the
aor, blighted, sad, neglectsd, fors
orn, dying thing it s, This com-
edian who has not needed dirt to
make him funny. B in a play
which, s fritnd who got into it by
sesident rvaperts, snds with a le=
rocioun bad smaell. Why? Heaw
en --or rather heli—alone knows.

Wyll, a lot of thee decent
minded people Who followred Hor-
tan in the maviss will see hio In
his stags phy, coms away mad
and lrritated, and when bae comes
back to the sereeny will stay away
frx Iargs numbers.

The amut of the sage killed
the stige. It won't do Mr. Hor-
ton one laast partiole of good.
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Whenever I ses ane of these
“RBibls Christiarxs” prowing the
raost amazing things with a sin.
gle text of the Beriptures, I think
af the comment of Monsignor
Mueller of Bellewille

"A Biblo text iy like mn Amer-
tean Travoller's Chock. ot good
i detached,
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least, during Lent, the expression “Mass Catholles™ might
bacome a texm of praise and approval, rather than one of
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February is Catholic Press Month. The printing press
L ‘has beens with us a few hundred years. 1t has apread befors
to submit the tyes of men the written word, the record of men's

ughts, the narrative of current eventsand of events that
have gone down into history. It has blessed the miHions in
g svery nation with knowledge and instrugtion that formerly

“were reatricted to the comparatively few that could Hsten to

e spoken word. Evil men have used the press to harm

,,%nowladrs and thelr fellows: good men hawe used it to holp ths brethren.
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ind of a Catholle s enlightentd by a ten~minute
unday raorning, and still further inforned

Al in &ll, the record of the Printing Press has leerr one of

‘What would our world be without tho Catholic Press?
e Word of God, the Doctrines of Chriat, the Teaching
' Ministey of the Church,~-&1 of them come to us fruitfully
esl& through our Catholic Presy, The Press can never supplant
Who the Pulpit, the Book can maver replace the Toncher: but
the Pulpit is wonderfully a:gnente by the Catholic Paper,

er isfn multiplied manifold by

by one

erusal of the diocesan Catholic newespaper,
> & pupil is brightened by the idoms of & teacher
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Then 4 commencas to glve the
usus} rewons sllegad by minise
ters: funday amusements,
moviss. radlo, the automobils
hablit and s op. He dossyit find
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the PBody sod Blood of Christ, e

let ematlers take thelr courss.,

“Ef you sxe silent emncerning
me, I am s word of Gods put if
You love my flesh (L e, by trying
to smve his tife), | shall agsin be
only a ory. Grant me mothing
more than thal 1 e eut
to Ciod, whils an altsr is stii}
ready, tiat forming yeursives
into w cherus of love, you may
stug  to the Father fn Chriss
Jesus, that God has veuchmnfed
that the Blalwop of Syrim shsll be
faund at the selting of the sun,
having fotehied him from the
sun's rising  (an allion to his
being brought from the Eat to
die tn Rome). It In
to the wirld towards God, that X
may rise to Him"

Indeed, ha was 1 veritable
“word of God" during thxis amaz-
ing journey ta his death fn dis-
tant Roms. For on his way he
wrote ssven magnificent letters
Addressad to asven of the ancient
congregations.

Without them, all we would
know of him woyld bt his mme

artyrdom. But with thems, writ-
en ms the fruit of his agony, we

)a:d office and the record of his

these excuses uu.l(actc:rrrd' &K;hu s know him with a closeneas and

A st of B8 own.
reachsls, e nmys are “noglict.
ng the businiems of rsligion for
sverybady's /8ise's buainess.” They
hother 'abbat the pariemutusl,
cocktalls, ciggmrettas, prohibition,
and such thring. The ministors,
he says are crying, "What's the
mottsr with tho people: they are
deserting the Church” He an-
awers, '&Vhat‘a the matter with
the presthera; they are deserting
the pooplt.”

He giva & dlap in passing st
what he called “stupid denomina-
tional divistonms’ among Protes-
tants. He declares Protostant
churches in  general unsympa-
thetle t wihamt are oalled “for-
elgners.’ He speaks of churches
that minlitez to “one group from
s singh sochl stratum.” He
thinks wme peop!c stiay away be-
cause thyy odont itke the “ugly
gloomy archsitecttars of church
bulldlnfl," e sy he always én-
joys vlitinge & Catholic church
because "the archiitecture, the al-
tars, the cnclis,  ths windows,
the soft religious light create an
atmoaphtre of smnctity *

Now, all thiis [s Intoresting and
pethaps entightening.  But thus
far the good an hasn't really hit
upon any essential diffarence ho-
tween our Chureh wnd the Prot-
estant accts But  presently he
comes viry closo to it, and here
is the reasoxy I think his obaer-
vationa more  penctrating than
most olher ewriters from hia side
of the thialexgtonl ferce. Ho anys
that in most Protsatant churches
there v "no rea calling of peo-
ple to reperatance ®  He reporls
the faol that once when hs had
mentioned sin in a radlo di-
courge, & praacher wrota asking
why ho ind dealt with “such an
outworn thing "

VOICE THATE HEARD

With that  temark he comes
very clos to  the reason why we
Catholics hold our peopls botler
than  Drotestants  hold  thelrs,
Qurs is the Thurch aof the Cross.
‘The Cron coranotes sin. Ths peo-
ple are corescious of aln. ou
might not think so. Often they
acam %o be Indifferent about sin..
Some of them sin so essily, so0
frtquenllr and with so little sign
of contriten tha! yoy might im-
agine they didnl even admit that
thore wm szch A thing as sin.

But don't cteceive yourself: no
human Wing really obliterates
the idos of sin in his own con-
sclence. He rniay tell you he con-
siders swh &nd such an action
“all right’ =wen though the Bi-
ble and the catechism and the
Rulpn call it & stp. Don't belisve

Im. He doesn't betleve himaell.
His prolatstion of innocenca or
of indiffererzce Is only a “defense
mechanm ™ He lenows  betler,
and --now jrere Is the tmportant
faot —he despises & Church that
Is afrald to tell him he is a sin-
ner. Qut Chaxrxrch 1 not afraid to
tell him. Im our theology the
doctring of 3in is pot "outworn’
or obsalete.

There b one thing Dr Stamm
docsn’t moption, at least in the
shbrevided form of bia article
that [ have =sagon. He spoaks of
ths allar, the candles the wine
ddws. Bt we smy., ""Yes, yos,

dootor, hut what elss do you ste
when you step into one of our
churches?” Mothing elss? Well,
tndeed you Enight perhaps min
that “sometizing else” It in fre-
quently in & dark corner, often
embadded tre  the wall or for some
other reaory inconspicuous. But
it lx there, =md it s very much
in use. You have guessed it—ine
confessionl.

Thers sre Two things that being
our peods to church, the altar
and the confessional, and ths two
are really one. We go to ons to
got roady o ®0 o the  othen
What about the pulpit? Well, of
course, we laawvo a pulpit, and we
use it—prhapa ot enough and
not well emough. To Lell the
truth, - ws atzoull use It oftentt
and to better advantage. But in
spite of qur comparativa ncglect
of the pulpit, the perople do come.
They coms for the Mass, for Cone
fesslon and  Communion.

Bo—thire Temain these thres,
pulpit, confesssionsl, altar.  The
groateat of threas §s the altar. The
next ts the confiisionsl. The cone
fesional s ewidinoe that we dml
with sin resiisticmllyn We admit
sint w.lghmmit‘mat we ave s\xl:é
aers. The peoplt come to get 1
of thelr sin.  And-that, it you
pleass, is thee idea: I foungd-—or ale
most found~—iry the mrticte by Dr
Stamm; an ictea that I think
never found im any other Proty-
tant explanmtion of why people
come to the Catholic Chureh bete
ter than lo #ny ather,

(Copyrigh¥¥, 1940, N.C.W.C)

ALY tenderness beyond the powsr of

the centuries to dim or belray.
There (s in them a driving en-
ergy and & burning love of God,
and = lyrieal  Inspiraion which
makes it all the mon poighant
to realize Lthat they wire weritten
when his face was ul towards
bitter death.

“l sxmlute the godly bhhop
(Polycarp), snd the wewerend
presbytary, and ths dencons my
fellow-servants, and you all, Indi-
widually and topsther, tn the
nans of Jesus Christ, and tn His
flesh and Meod, by His Panlen
and Raesurrection both of fleah
and apliFll, In unien wiih God and
and with you. Grace be te you,
maroy, pioce and sndurance for
ayer . . . well {n e pwer
af the Fathar.”

His faith sings & stponng Credo
full of praise to God and bdears
fts witners to the orthodoxy of
aur faith ninetsen centuriss iater.

“l xive gloxy to Jus Christ.
the God who has thus given you
wisdom; for I have eherved that
You xre tvablished in immovabls
falth, as |t natled to ths crom of

Lord Jesus Christ, both tn
fleah =and spirit, and confirmed In
fove by the blood of Christ, being
Zully persusded as touching syr
Lard, that He is In truth of the
family of David accorling to the
flesh, Ued's Son by ths will and
power of God, truly born of a
\v’lr;&. baptised by John thest 'al}
rightecusness might b  fuliilled
by Him, truly naled it a tree
in the flesh for sur nakes under
Fontins Pllate and Herod the
Tetrarch (and of Its fruit are we
from His divinely blesscd Pas-
sion). that ‘He might set up an
ensign’ for al} ages through His
Resurrection, for His pints and
belicvers, whether anong the
Jews or among the hemthen, in
one body of His Church.”

“Lef us now priiss men eof re-
nowl, and our fathen in thelr
genoration,” sang Bolesiastious
the Old Testament. It i) good tor
us to *1ook ts the rock frorn which
wwe are hewn™ and to learn of ths
migbty labors which have formed
the edifice of Christi Church
through the centuries

The feast of Bt Ignatius Mar-
tyr s on the first of February.

Book Review

A CITY OF BILLS
By Ellzabeth Goudge
It seems & difficult task for an
author —al asat 4 modern one—
to sect a high standard of works,s
manship In one novel and to
maintain that standard i suce

ceeding books. Ellzabeth Goudge's
“A (1LY of Bells,” however, proves
that tt can be done.

Here she creates a imall Eng-
Hsh cathedral town of almost in-
credible charm, inte which tha
=ends Jocelyn Irwin, a tired
soung man in search of his des-
tiny. In the lives of those whom
he meests In Torminater he dis-
covere net only his own destiny.
but helps immeasurably in tying
together the twisted threads of
sevaral] other lives

Thess characters antss fucl-
nsting s one has learned to exe
peot of Ellmbsth Goudge. "Thers
is, for Intance, the wunhappy
genius, Ferranti, to whomt Joce-
Iyn is another Horatins Felicity
Summers, sympathetio and at-
tractive young actrens; Grand-
father. naintly of chancter and
unbusin- siike of mind; mnd two
more of Miss Goudge's delightful
children -~ Henrleits, shy little
dreamer and artist, and Hugh
Anthony of the perpetuat “why!”.

Miss Grudge has proverz herself
more than a  good tlory-teller;
she is definitely & master of styla.
There are many passages of ex-
ceptinmal beauty in the book; it is
the soxt of litérature out of which
full enjoyment may be had only
by readiny atoud.

Besides, one senses that the wu-
thor conwlously pssss  up the
opportunity tor what pr3ses as
*reallsm™ In many of ‘t’kt day's
rovelse But she can do what most
“raalists” wre ulable {y do: the
;x"as L‘iho gilt of creating beauty—

REV. BENEDIOT EHMANY

W

The Camilla, Ga. Enterprise
reports that new modelt of mome
xutomobils are withut clutch
pedals, but says that dfore the -
saitomobile can berome complate-
Ly »atisfaclory one must e pro-
dutced without monthly inastalle
menty.
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It the wiewpoleet (hat counts.
An American Cattxolip will will
ingly nerifice permonully to win
in sports, weill put wp w{th many
partom] inconveniencn to attain
fleoting farne in £ hoatricals, but
will nt see what the grestest
goal of all is only obtainable by
following writh larvror the Lanten
regulations st <own by the
Churah. .
L N *

De we g® to Yiama or do we as-
sist at Mass? Therw 12 tomething
to dwill upon when the oppor-
tunity i of fa7ed to> gain a sound
gruap of the meaning of the Holy
Man In the Dicussion Clubs to
be conducted durtrxg leat. How
many times are we asked by non-
Catholies eboul LR« or tlzal lea-
ture of the Holy Smorifice and we
mumble ana stumisle snd mul{”®

» [ ] -

It cannot be eallena indifference,
but there doesnt scem lo be -
ficint concern manifested over
the growing birth <control mmove-
ment in thts country The advo-
cates of bitrth canteol are bdecom-
ing braver as the clays go by It
is obviouslys inconsiatant. ar we
504 [t lor a movement for the
advance of religions {o he spurred
on one hand, and & movement for
birth control to be pushed on the
othar in this courstry. Certainly
religion cmmanot advnnes in a na-
tion where pagan  practices are
condomd. evin mcivocsted by a
large group of ptople, and many
of them prominent in our local
civie life.

L ] -

Add Insnresistanciwee; Txising a
prominant  plsce irr Catholic or-
ganintions and thesir work and
then dimonstrating to othera that
this Is only 1lip service by attend-
ance al & questiGzable motion
piature to wehich cXzildrn should
not bs taken. Actroms of promi-
nent Catholics are swatched close-
ly by those who espect them to
furnish the example.

Rovealing she age we are living
in 18 this frxoident told us By one
of our readers wvho called =t the
office Saturday In his neighbor-
hood there came home the other
day to & non-Catbeolic tamily, a
oy of thirteen ¥o asked his
mother. “Who or what is God? 1}
never heard of him or it before: -
The mother was aghast. Bhe
didn't realiza that mxeoglect of this
boy's riigioas train®nyg could have
been 1 cornpiete,  She trmmedi-
ately arranged lo Bave him al-

tend hx wonCatPdlis Sunday
school.

. -
When it is oorxusidered that

Cathalio culture has receivad &
mighty blowe in Poland, Peusa,
Germany and other mations where
Godlesiness {5 ramrpant, the im.
portants of an Institution to pre-
serve, and foster thiy culturs ia
realized. The Cathodic Univenity
of Amuries  ai Wrashing2on s
young whenr Cathaldic institutions

A O A D IR

of thy) kind in Burops sre G-
pared, but American Catleolicfare
consclous of the nad for such ar>
inustitotion and thank €God thaT
thieir form of government pernit=m
tirem to support sish & unlver—
sity.
* ®

It 1s gratifying o see
daily newspapsrs e makings
some todo about the spolZstion off
the Church in Poland. “Whit 1=
aifficult te understand lp-why
they couldn't sae thal tize fYice=
wrorking against the Chwarch irx
Zpain were the aame athiic
materialists who would destroy
all of man s rights in theit na -
ttonx It is also beyond comhre—
hension why the govermam £
Mexico gets such a play In the
Eailies when 1t 15 svidemt that
sverything is being done o dis—
credit the Church there.
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With Biskop HKearney'ss hearty
enndorsement the Knlghts of Co—
Iumbus in Rochester go £orth lo—
day for “more knights” <Catholie
laymen are being sclected not
slone to join In & sociml] group»
bt with an organimtion of noar—
Iy 50,000 other laymen im Nortls
Ameria whose deeds for Churele
and country would take & book te
record The knighta are stimulat-
ing interest (n the Cathodic priks
during February, Catholic Press
Month, because they know that
thhe Cathollc Press s stirmulatings
activity In their organization and
stirring the memberns to achleve
irs Catholic Actjon.

[ ]

thst the

Caiholic Press Monihis one day
longer, this year. Ons nxore day
te give that npacessary  supprt
whrich will mssure the exiztones o
tize Catholic Press througimout the
year.

—_————————
WHAT PROGRAMSS?

‘The Pittsburgh Catholic relatox
thais ancedote about a sso-called
Cathollo legislator of Pennayl-
vanis. He had conshiteatEy viled
agxinst every type of soctal legls-
imtion proposed during kxis term
of office, and for thal rem=san was
onxe day criticlzed by one of his
constitusenta for not supporting
the Bishops’ Program (whwich sm-
badied sleven pointa of soxclal re-
form to ba suppoerted by Catho—
lies). “What's that!” asixed the
fegislator, as if he did not hear.
“E said you should have msupport~
e the Bishops' Program.” his
creitic repeated. “Why  didnt
you?’ “Weil, it I didee™” an-
swered the statesman, “it <vag be-
cause | wasn't solicited. T kiiow
1 put an ad In every program I
was asked to, and if [ had known
that the Bishop was gettdng out
8 program 1 eertainly weeouldn't
hmve refused.”
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Elven an habitual metori=st can't
sscape ixercise. He wiestles with
rond maps. doesn't he ?—-Dis
Meoines Register-Tribuns.

o L B e
Five Y ears Ago--

—~in the fzies of the CATHOLIC COOURIER

Members of Rochestor Diocesan
Holy Nanre Union Isunched a di-

ocesanwide campadgn foxr  the
CATHOLIC COURI®CR ss  their
contrihution  to Csthollc Press

Month Obzervance,
* ¢ »

Representing 20,000 Catholio
women in the dioteme, the Foard
of Directors of Rocrester Dioce-
san Council, Natiorml Courredl of
Catholis womsh meeting in Cane
andaigus suthorized unanipoously
a resolition protestImg perercu-
tien of religion in  Mexico and
sant it on o authoezitier $n the
eapital.
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“Government that does not rep- -
rosent the people is  not govern.
Jment, for the very assencs of gov-

——giRment is to serve The prople ab

-

Rt Fev, Migr. “Waller
J. Laae, V.F, 4eclared in Hhis ad-
dress to the Board of Dixecton,
Rochester Diocesan Counceil, Na-
tional Couneil of Catholle Wom.
e assembled at Canandsigrus.
. ® 8

*The Rev. Thomas J. Toxale as-
sgxrreed his duties as first rasident
pastor of St. Charles Chureh, El-
mérs Holghtx. Prior to thxat the
chorch was a minlon of

Mary's Church, Horstheadss, with =2

the Rev. eﬁchm B. Grocden as
pastor, . s
L

Wayne County, Americsn Le-
glon, pald tributs to aloyai friend
and Legtonnaire when thepy deds
farewell to the Rev. Dr. <Seorgs
F. Kettel, former natishel chap-
Iakzx, on his leaving St Pmtrieks-
Chrarch, Macedon, to becorrse pas-
tor of St Mary's, Rochester.
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