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THE PIRFECT CHRISTMAS 
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Hlatorie Candor 
Tha professor » u lacturlne to 

hit elavaa in the Catholio colieje 
on tha cruiadaa. Said he: 

"Back ftfm the Crusades, the 
Oruaadara hrought nil sorts of im
portant ththja, unknown veRota-
Wis l ike Iplnach, unknown-fruits 

p s r » g i w ^ s ; i « Settaas-orsK: and rlsths tmuaaal to those days. 
5 ;» L ha*d t td imagiaa a world 
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It was (M* «iid Of • lone »v»-
nlnr of tnltai* at Catnejla Hall 
in Naw York, in that hlitorio 
audltdrium tha oast muilg in tha 
world ia to ha ward. At tha 
Metropolitan OjMfa House aha 
»ft aoarotly tan whithar it is tha 
music, or tha atyU, or what t M-
lltva the rrenoh call M ehK, that 
attraou tha audienee. Parhapa 
w« may «»y that in tha 17.70 par-
ajiiit aiau and in tha boxat, as-
oaolaUy in tha iawir tlir—tha fa-
mou*r. Diamond Hofitshoe-ara 
to ha found tha fajhtonabla folk 
who «a "for ta aaa and for to 
ts laen" rathar than to hear, 
whlla In thi uppar raaohaa of tha 
lofty house thoaa who love musio 
for IU awn lake have their hab
itat. 

But at Carnatle then Is no 
toldarot. Style* Yes, but not as a 
primary consideration. Carnegie 
habitues go for the music, and 
they are perhapa the moat exact
ing music critics, amateur end 
professional, in all the world.. 

Wall, there ware some 4.000 of 
them present on tha night of 
which I iptak. They had listened 
to a lone program of seventeen 
songs, with five or ela encores. 
Not what ia called "popular 
songs." Dioidedty not Nothing 
shoddy, nothing meretricious, or 
avan theatrical. It was all sober, 
eubstantlal, pure music. Nor did 
the artiste Indulge in any exhibi
tionism. She had no mannerisms. 
She turned on no flashy pyro-
teohnlca. She sang u one conse
crated to her art, loo sincere, too 
honest to sacrifice the meaning 
of a song to the vanity of the 
singer. 
ENTRANCED FOR HOURS 

There were selections in 
French, Spaniah and English. 
That evening, aa It happened, 
thera ware none In Italian or in 
German, the singer's bast medi
um, or in Rusalem or Finnish in 
which, they say. she is also at 
sue. 

Obviously nothing showy, the
atrical! no claptrap, But the au
dience was, as It were, entranced 
far two hours, Then came what 
was for me at least the climax of 
the JOy of tha evening. We wera 

torn world of 1939 aa It prepares 
to celebrate tha anniversary of 
thi birth of har Son. aha seas 
strife, oppression, cruelty, lust for 
power, ambition for glory on 
every front whare the tenets of 
the God-Man have bean cut 
aside. But she also seas in some 
hoarta—hearts of man of good 
will—paaea, tha age old gift ac-
claimed by tha angel's carota that 
star bright night aha remembers 
o» wall. 

So it Is with a humble prayer 
this Christmas morn we beg her 
to ask har Little Son to bless you 
—to tTant that Christian princi
ples will ev»r rule your life, that 
tha frrtnoa it P«*ea will ever rule 
your heart. 

Tha true Joy of Christ's Mass 
be yours this holy day. 

si^tef5" 

t .., j$JUfett GrjfanJUft' UWwnltvt received in mmW&mWmnhX 
m.ym<m^ilfcy<etott% It the lowest amount - - ^ - ^ — . . - . - ^ 
y^i;JfSfUm IBim HwitU* m aaa fact! I inrHiii[iijD[;jjiuji!iiifjiLniiiEi.„iiii. 
ftgtltftfhte fta^tf-lfr^ibwmehk not M a fund to Chri«tm«t Consolation 
"*" '" . F I ^ ^ ^ ? ^ i * 1 ' t o f i t s C*P*«S6S ftr N<* %iwol*tioft trt terttvement can mean much unless it 

IffffSW'SMftl.* I ^ . . ' - mtoMtofa, <$$*& Chrittnuw did. not bring to the world 
'tartar the immortality th«t God in the beginning 

,..$&* iiid Bvei But it did bring redemption from 
dbriht th«str*«« of the Sacr«hent», it did brina 
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favorad with a little group of Ne
gro spirituals, delivered with 
genuine religious amotloa Ordi
narily one expects those folk 
songs of tha black people to ha a 
bit uncouth if not barbaric. This 
time they were sung with infi
nite delicacy and the moat exqui
site artistry. 

Whan they were finished came 
a demonstration of bow deeply 
tha souls of those thousands of 
peopla had been stirred. The pro-
g r a n had bean completed. But 
no one went home. Instead, some 
hundreds left their seats and 
rushed to the front of the hall, 
crowding close to the pletfo. ..i. 
standing packed in three aisles 
half way from front to rear. 
There they stood, applauding and 
crying loudly for more, and more 
and more. 

The singer responded onre and 
again, I think in all six or eight 
time*. Still the crowd would nnt 
depart So once more the artiste 
condescended graciously, and this 
time, to tha ecstatic delight of the 
hushed throng, sang the Bach-
Gounod "Ave Maria. 

HOLY SILENCE 
Hushed? It was as though 

their very hearts stood still I 
have never felt a more holy si
lence even In church at Mass. at 
the Consecration. If ever a peo
ple were worshipping, li was 
there and than. I confess that I 
was deeply moved, not only by 
the beauty of the hymn, sung as 
t thmfe I had nevcf hoard It be
fore, but with the senss of re
ligious awe manifest among those 
thousands of people who had a 
moment previously been clapping 
their band* and uttering loud 
cries 

Whether their silence was a 
tribute to the einger, to the 
music or to -religion, who could 
say? Probably to all three. But 
when the Angelic 8aiutAtlon Ave 
Maria floated through that vast 
concert hall as if it came from 
some unearthly source, those of 
us w h o aa Catholics had been 
brought up on reverence and love 
for the Mather of God. could 
have wept 

Now the name of the s inger' 
Marian Anderson. Other mem
bers of her race have achieved 
high distinction in the art of 
music, especially vocal music 
Paul Robeson and Roland Hayes 
are still names to conjure with 

.Years ago therf was, I believe, 
a famous singer who used to be 
billed as "The Black Pntu • 
Whether she was that or net I 
cannot say But Marian Ander
son needs no adventitious associ
ation with Patti. or Melba. or 
Jenny Llnd. or Madame Homer 
or Schumann-Helnk. In her own 
right she is a kind of miracle of 
nature and of a r t If only In rec
ognition of what Qod has given 
bar and what »h» has done with 
His gift, overy civilized and cul
tured person will respect and rev-

Birthday of Peace 

Peace o n earth to men of good 
wffl! 

Peace la tha "tranquility of 
order," sue beauty is the "splendor 
of truth." There can be n o peace 
whan K man la ou t of order, with 
Qod, or with himsslfj, or with his 
fallow men. T h a t ti w h y tho 
apng of tha angels announced 
peace on ly for man of good will-

We cannot shout "Peaoa" and 
hope that there will be peace, 
when there la n o pease In our 
own s o u l 

The W a r would not be possible 
If mtn war* no t at w a r with 
th«m*«lves In their own hearts. 
What e lse Is the selfish rush for 
pleasure except a struggle 
•gainst tha terms of our life? 
What else Is immorality except a 
war agatnat Qod? What eta* are 
hatred and Injustice except a 
struggle against our fellowmen? 

tUlflibnoti, Immorality, hatred, 
injuitloe—In short, ifln—these are 
what tha Church comprises in the 
word eeauataa which, a a she 
prays In her liturgy for Christ-

Diocesan 
Recordings 

"A Bleaaed Christmas To A l l " -
our message throughout this Is-
sue—has an especial meaning for 
readere of this department. When 
you gather at the Solemn Christ
mas Masses, or about the cribs In 
church and at home, may Joy be 
unbounded In realisation o f the 
peace only the Christ Child can 
bring to this troubled earth-

« • • 

Add Salutes To Commercial 
Firms Emphasis ing the Real 
Meaning of Christmas O o o J 
Housekeeping Magaslne and Spur 
Magatlne for front page covers 
In December Issues 

« • • 
Aside -Many thanks to tho 

many friends sending Christmas 
greetings to this column's perpe
trator 

• • • 
A commendable C h r i s t m a s 

greeting from Raymond 1 Kelly 
national commander of the Amer
ican Legion bears this message 
"The Liberty Bell. 177& -Symbol
ic of Hope for America May Hi 
spirit permeate the Hearts o f all 
our people this Christmas day 
wttb the age old message or the 
Heralds of the Prlnre of Peace 
'and on earth, peace to men of 
good will' 

• • • 
When the first of the year rolls 

around a Catholic layman who 
haa distinguished himself In the 
newspaper and labor field will re-
lire VVIIlard A Marakle. having 
reached the age limit, will close 
hla desk and retire as Assistant 
Industrial Commissioner of the 
State of New York. Pepartment 
of Lobar Mr Marakle who be
gan his career In secular news
paper work In U8£ has since that 
time been an ardent supporter of 
the Tatholic press. He was with 
Edward J Ryan and Thomas H 
Donavan, co-founder of the Cath
olic Journal in 1M9 the begin
ning of this CATHOUC COUKI-
ER. which marked Its Golden 
Jubilee this year For many years 
he voluntarily wrote editorials 
and nows for the Catholic press 
in this diocese. He has been ever 
eager with advice and counsel es
pecially with the Recorder In 
his parish. Old SL Mary's and in 
Catholic lay societies his assist
ance and experience have been 
widely helpful in carrying on the 
work of the Church In those di
visions With his retirement ends 
a career which he can look back 
upon with great satisfaction of 
having done many jobs well May 
he now find time to do mainy 
things which he, aa all men in 
the newspaper field, hope to do 
when pressure of daily duties is 
over 

• • • 

The Legion of Mary Is march
ing in this diocese A dlocesnn 
organization has been formed 
This organisation of lay persons 
in parish groups can do much to 
take care of special duties In the 
parish The Legion's record else
where and even in Its early 
her© is worth Investigation. 

erenre the race to which she be
longs 

But that, after all. is the least 
of the things one must say after 
sitting spell-bound for two or 
three hours under the magic of 
that voice, and that personality 

• Copyright. 1939. NCW.C.) 

Five Years Ago— 
— .n the Mos of the CATHOLIC COURIER 
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From D e c » , ito*. Edition 
The Vsry Rev. Thomas F\ Con-

Ion, OJP., national director of 
Holy Name Societies sent letters 
to fcOOO parish branches of the 
Society urging members to offer 
their Holy Communion* on the 
$6eontl Sunday In January for 

:*ttecetaftf tha Cruaada of Prayer 
In behalf of Mexico. 

crime by the Rev Frederick A . 
Gallagher. S.J, of Boston, guest 
speaiter at the Sodality's first 
Yuletlde Anniversary banquet a t 
Mark Twain Hotel. 

l^-Chrt«tni«i invites t» , 
to accept Hin and Hla 

~ tht futOFt to*lbi*»!tn« ""Mil 
M tha H n l y ? . & t h p £ « 

of. Cathoiu. i I fe*™ 

Rt. Revs Magr, Charles F. Shay, 
patter o f S t Patrick"* Cathedral, 
Wits elected first vice president 
of tha Catholic Summer School, 
Cliff HAvtn, at a meeting of 
Board of Trustees held in the 
Canter d u b , N. Y. 

* • • 
M » « b « « of tha Sodality of Our 

I*dy, St. Patrick's Church, Elml. 
• v --ere urged to aid in the na
tion-wide, wuwsneat to «urb 

Miss Isabel T Goss was elect
ed president of Mercy Hospital 
Guild. Auburn, at the annual 
meettng held in tho Auburn 
Chamber of Commerce, 

* • • 

Catholic women of tho various 
organisations in S t A n n a 
Church. Hornell. met to deter
mine measure for carryln o n 
parish welfare work 

• • * 
Dr Arthur Preuss. nationally 

known Catholic editor and writer 
and founder and editor of the 
Fortnightly Review, published In 
St. Louis, died In Jacfcsflnville,. 
Sla. 

mas, is t o be driven out, replaced, 
by novitaa, The two wordt roeka 
a literal contrast, the one stand
ing for "oldneas.** the other for 
"newness." 

But tola "oldness" Is under
stood by the Church In a special 
sense, a s St. Paul used It. Thera 
U a sense in which the word 
stands for something venerable, 
of good report. But the Church 
uses it In Its other sense, of 
something Inveterate, stiff and 
stubborn, suoh as are weeds, or 
vices. 

Chesterton once said there was 
nothing in this world so stale 
and monotonous aa sin. The coll
ing snakea advertised by tha local 
Embassy ere of the tame breed 
a* the susp which tucked the life 
out of Cleopatra and of that 
other serpent - which tempted 
Mother Eve. A modem metrop
olis has nothing to teach the an
cient Cities of the Plain. Sin la 
old, and i t makes old. for It de
bauches the body, and blacks out 
the souL 

But Ood's "newness" Is at hand. 
"Behold, I make a U thlag* new." 
It fears faith, hope, and charity. 
It comes as a Light dispelling 
darkness, as a Life supplanting 
death. 

No metaphor so frequently re
curs In t h e liturgy of Advent and 
Chrlitmaa as the metaphor of 
Light I t seems a s If the Church 
takes delight In these dark days 
Of the winter solstice that her 
Lord Is the true Light of the 
world. 

"0 Orient," she prays on De
cember 21 when the night's pow
er over the day Is Highest, 
'Splendor of eternal Light, Sun 
of Justice, come, and give light 
ta them who sit In darkneaa and 
la the shadow af death." 

In the order of nature, there 
ta no power so client, no silence 
so powerful ss L ight Of all na
ture i potencies. Light comes 
closest to the order of spiri t and 
lies closest to the energies of life. 
Light It imperious: It shows Its 
face, end the fearful darkness is 

?;one. Light It gentle: though It 
Ills tha whole cope of the sky 

and every cranny of earth, its 

foing forth u without a whisper. 
i%M Is vital at its approach, 

the birds awaken, the flowers 
open, and man and beast go forth 
for their food. 

Light offers us the best key to 
the understanding of God's work 
of salvation. That ts surely why 
Jesus used it or Himself Simply 
"I am tha Light of tho world." 
And also why S t John used it 
of Him "In Him was Life, and 
the Life wax the Light of men " 
And also why the Church uses It 
so generously In her liturgy- the 
light of h e r candles the fire of 
Holy Saturday, the manifold al
lusions In her Missal and Bre
viary. 

In the deep of the night dur
ing the Midnight Mass. the 
Church l i n g s : "O God, Who hast 
mad* this sacred night to shine 
forth with the brightness of the 
True Light, grant, we beseech 
Thee, that wv, who have known 
the mysteries of His Light on 
earth, may also enjoy His happi
ness In heaven." 

Though Light Is the most an
cient of God's creatures, it Is al-
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ways new, having within Itself 
the powtr of maWnjr; paw. Its, 
dally renewal at the dawn ia a 
drama of which we groping rnftr-' 
tali never Ur*. It It our symbol § 
of hop*. 

The Infant Savior came to give ' 
Hit Divine Lift to tb* world—; 
not to all, but to as many at be
lieve in His Name, either with ' 
the act of faith If they have baen 
glvon that grace, or with the tes
timony of a good conscience if 
they have not heard of Him. His-
mission was not so much to teach 
the way of salvation, as it was 
to sow the seed of Divine Life in , 
the souls of men, and make them 
the children of God, 

Here was the unique "newneejs" ' 
of the Christian Qospel. Christ 
brought to man the charter of 
Divine Adoption. He not only-
taught the forgotten dignity of -
the human soul and the man
dates necessary for Its sslvatldn; 
Ho also gave man a power to At-, 
tain something fsr grander than , 
even the soul's dignity—th* pow-, 
er to be born again of the will 
of God into t s e very Xttt At G6d, * 

"Behold what maimer of char- ' 
Ity the Father bath bestowed «p-
on us, that we ihfluld he called, 
and should be the sona of God.™ 

Like the Light, thlt marvellous 
grace Is powerful, pervasive, gen
tle, universal. Like the Light It 
Is always young, making ail 
things new. 

The Prayer of the Third Mass 
of Christmas converts the idea of 
Light which was employed In the 
Midnight Mass Into the Idea of 
"newness." "Grant, w» beseeen 
Thee, Almighty God, that the 
New Birth of Thine Only-begtt-
ten 8on In (he flesh may deliver 
us who are held by the old bond-
are under the yoke of sin." 

' It is in this marvellous gift of 
God that we find that "tranquil
ity of order' which S t Thomas 
Aquinas gives aa the definition aj; 
peace In this Divine Grace, «tej 
are at peace with God. for ifc 
makes us His children: we aifej 
at peace with ourselves, for -it 
shows us a better self than »M 
could otherwise ever known, sjkw 
we are at peace with OUT f'Uoj*, 
men for It links us to them ate; 
brothers in the family of ojfj-
Father. ^yi 

To brmg this Gift to us. 
Son of God "emptied Hlmit 
taking the form of a sir 
being born in a stable. To rece 
this Gift, we must empty oil??' 
selves, putting off the old B g * 
with Its bates and lusts and vaiJr 
itles. humbling ths pride of law: 
tellect with the act of faith, slid: 
the pride of passion with uW 
yoke of obedience ^J' 

Only so can we be the Nfarf 
Men of Christ, sons of God 
adoption as Ha ia tilt Son of I 
by nature. And between Him i 
ourselves, aa wa gather aroufi 
tho Holy Table at His Sirtbdf. 
Mass. there will be a CommUnlai 
more intimate than that of Mara' 
cradling Him in the dark cold fl*1 

Belhlehem. and we two will Mr 
one. and our peace no one cgS; 
take away from us. .\« 

The director and staff of sie> 
Catholic Evidence Library witff 
all our reader* and patrons-as* 
Christmas full of Grace aijpE 
Light. t«-

REV. BENEDtCT EHMANM*' 

mtXIIPJlllMlllllallllHMag neMMBeHBl 

WHY: 
m 

Whel Da Tan Mean »T ike Cen-
mtralon ei SaiaU? 

The Communion of Saints Is 
one of the most consoling doc
trines of the Church. It sets 
forth the significant fact that the 
individual Christian la not just 
an isolated soldier of the Cross, 
but that be la intimately linked 
up with the legion of all those 
who. under the leadership of 
Christ have won or are striving 
to win the crown of eternal life. 

In the Catholio conception of 
things, the Communion of Saints 
includes three rlasses. first those 
who have fought the good fight, 
have won. and are crowned, sec
ondly those who have fought the 
good fight, have won, but have 
not yet been crowned, and third
ly, those who are still in ths 
midst of the fray, fighting until 
death against the world, the 
flesh, and the spirit of evil. 

These three classes make up 
the complete Church: the Church 
triumphant in Heaven.. the 
Church suffering in Purgatory, 
and the Church militant on 
earth, each class a separate seg
ment In that one glorious broth
erhood of all the redeemed: every 
Individual, be he in Heaven, on 
earth, or In Purgatory, a living 
member of this supernatural 
family by reason of the fact that 
he possesses something in com
mon with God. Dlvtne Life. 

Hew Cen W» turn with Ceriatafr 
What Truth. Qad Has Made Known 
To Os? 

W» can learn with certainty 
what truths God has made known 
to us In one way only, namely, 
from the lips of that living 
Church which Christ, the Incar
nate Son of God, tet up in this 
world to preach snd'teach In His 
Name, saying, "He that hearath 
you, heareth Me (Lujce 10, 161. 
And aagln, "Going therefore, 
teach yt ail nations; baptising 
them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy 
Ghost. Teaching them to observe 
all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you. and behold, I 
am with you all days,, even to the 
consummation of the world" 
(Matt t*. W. 

That Churc which Christ in-
ttlhited, with which Ho identified Kf'tgy BISHOPc 

Himself, and which St Paul calif 
the pillar and ground of TruUi. 
has been the constant and cart-' 
tlnuous testimony of the Truth of 
Ood to men. TOat Church con
stituted and commissioned by. 
Christ Jesus Himself Is the ver^i. 
voice of God to men. that 
"Church of the living Ood" <1 
Tim. 3, 151 is our Rule of Faith. 

War Did God Cnoto ETOT Toe 
SOT H, Cnated All Thlsfs. 

God did not create evil Evil 
is not a thing that exists In Its 
nwn name, it is simply a condi
tion of things. Evil. In fact can 
exist only in something that Is 
in itself good. You cannot have a 
toothache without a tooth. Apart 
from Its diseased condition, the 
tooth is essentially something 
Stood Bvll or tin it a defect In 
something that la otherwise good. 
This holds true ev*n of the devil. 
By nature, he was created good. 
by the defect of hit own dtso-
bedienee. he became evil. 

pefendera of the Faith, 
Conception. Mo. 
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Feast Days 
DEL Sunday, Dec SeV-ST. 

PBQNL'S, BISHOP. 
Monday. Dee. 23.—THE NA

TIVITY O F C H R I S T OR 
CHRISTMAS. T h e world had 
subsisted about four thousand 
y e a r s when Jesus Christ, the 
eternal Son of God, having taken 
human flesh In the womb o f the 
Virgin Mary and being made 
m a n . was barn *f * « r , far t h e re
demption o f mankind, at Bethle
h e m in Jedea. Joseph and Mary 
h a d eeme o p to Bethlehem t o be 
enrolled and. unable to find shel
ter elsewhere, they took refuge In 
a stable and fat th ia lettiy »tsM 
<fesm Christ waa b o m . 

Tor*day, Dee. t s — S T . STEPH 
E N . THE FIRST MABTYK. 

Wednesday, Dee. S7. _ ST. 
J O H N , EVANGELIST. 

Ichnrsday. D e c !&—THE B O L t 
B W O C E N T S . 

FWtfay, D e c 2*. — S T . THOM-
AS, SON O F GILBERT BECK-
ET. 

Saturday, D e c 8a*-STt SAB(«? =3, 

fe,„.U!MJ^fe;fc: 


