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Heralding Birthday of Christ
Jovful Christmas music will ring out in the

k]

churches of the dioccess on Christman os special

programs as sunq by the choirs. See Page 7.

Published at Rochester, N.-Y.

Nazis Ease 0ff
OnPersecution

Small Concessions
Made To Church

AMSTERDAM (NC)., Minor
concessions recently made to the
Church by the Nazi regime seem
to indicate a desire on the latter's
part not to bring about a further
{ncreass of the now existing tesnsion
between the two, in these times of
war.

A recent ruling enjoining the
newspapera {rom carrying regulas
seh«{u!ea ef church sorvices un-
less they were paid advertisements
has not been revolied after repre-
aentations had been made to the
authoritles by the Hierarchy. Ounly
when such schedules had not been
carried before a special permit
will be required but even that Is
to be granted without dificulty

At the same time 1t was officilly
explained in Berlin that presachers
should by _no means ignore the]
war in their sermons. An tmpres-
ston had been conveyed by a prevl-
ous Government order that no rel-
erence to the war whatever was
permissible but now Nazl ofBcials
announce that all services such as
Requiem Masses and prayers lor
war vicllms or “prayers for vic-
tory” are welcome.

¥e Deum Bervice Held

Perhaps 1t was due to this new
Interpretation that & Te Deumn
service was recently held tn the
Munich Cathedral after the at.
tempt st Chancelior Hitler s life
there had failed The Bawvarian
Bishops afterwards sent a jount
measage of congratulation to Hit.
ler an their own account

His Eminence Joseph Cardinal
Bchultr Archbishop of tologne In
an Advent Pastoral exhorts the
faithf{ul to rally around the Church
more strongly than ever particu-
larly now that the faithful rmuss 50
many of their beloved ones who
are at the front Those left behind
should receive the Sacramcnts
more frequently and always pray
for tho soldiers hoping for ther
safe return “afler an honorabie vic-
tory and peace.” the Cardinal says
Morality In Perl] ©

On the othier hand the Most Rev
Franz Rudolf Bornewasser Bishop
of Treves tmplores the blessings of
the Immaculate Mother of God for
the faithful tn these times of stress
particularlv  in regard 10 moral
purity which. the Ordinary says in
a Pastoral issued on the occasion
of the three-hundredth anniversary
of the dedication of hia diocese to
the Immaculate Blessed Virgin s
no v sg much 1n danger

The war tax the Cthurch e being
obliged to pay in Germany hLike all
other public institutions since No-
vember amoun!s to a tolal of 800-
0 Marks rapproximately $320.000)
a month or almost 4 milion dol-
lars per annum Accordingly heavy
economies will have to be effected
and no new buildings will be sau-
thorz»d.

50th Annlversa;y

| BASILAN FATHER

The Rev. John W. Meyer, CAEB.

AQUINAS TEACHER,
CONVERT, EATERS
PRIESTHOOD

A former public school teacher
who was a convert from luther-
anism in 1938 the Rev John W.
Meyer, C8.B, now Librarian and
head of the English Department at
AqQuinas Institute, was ordained to
the Holy Priesthood on  Sunday,
Dec 17

Holy Orders were conferred by
Has Excellency the Mast Rev,
James C. McGuigan Archbishop of
Toronto. in 8t Basils Church. To-
ronto
Riwter Alsa Convert s

Irmmediately foliowing the Drdi-
nation reremony the new Basllian
Father left for Aurora. IIl, where
he will celebrate his First 8clemn
Maasin St Mary's Church on Dec
31 In Aurora he is spending these
two weeks with his sister Mrs.
John G Erber who 18 likewise a
convert to (atholiciam havihg
been received inte the Church
along with her husband 1n 1833
Father Mceysr was led to the
Catholic Cbhurch, he stated before
leaving for Toranto by rematks
mads in the Lutheran pulpits about
the Cathelic Church and her mem-
bers

He was received Into the Church
and baptized in 8t Nicholas
Church Aurora. on Dec 7. 1928
and was confirmed «n the same
church on Dec 8, 1928

Entering the novitiate of the Ba-
silian Fathera on August § 1031,
he wast finally professed August
15, 1038

Temcher for 13 Yean

His early education was obtained
in Indiana public schools Advance
studict were mede in Indiana Uns-

versily at Bloomington Ind. In-
diana State Teachers' College.
Muncie Ind . Assumption College.

Windsor Ont. and St Basil's Sem-
inary Toronto Canada

[CHRISTMAS WIDNGHT |
MASS AT ABBEY 10 BE |
BROADCAST NATIONALLY |

ST MEINRAD Ind 'N(D |
The nnging of the Christmas
bells and part of the Midmight
Pontifical High Mass at &t
Meinrad's Abbey will be broad-
cast by the Columbis Broadcast.
ing System Chnstmas Eve from
midnight to 1230 A M Eastern
Standard Time

The monastic Schola and
Choir will sing the Mass in the
ancient Gregorian melodies un:
der the direction of the Rev  Ru-
dolph Siedling, 0 S.B. while the
Mass will be celebrated by the
Rt. Rev Ignatius Esser. OS5 B
Adbot of St. Meinrad’s Abbey.

F'ather Meyer has been a teacher
survee 1977 After teaching one year
n Indiana public acheols and two
years 'n public schools of Mlinocis
he began his studies in the Basilian
Orair Then he taught five years
in t.e Basilians Assumption Col-
lege near Detroit and two years in
8t Michael's Coliege. Toronto

Now Father Meyer iz tn his third
year at Aquinas Institute

The sermon at  Father Meyer's
First Solemn Mau will be
preached by the Rev Alexander J
Grant CS.B professor of science
at Aquinas Institute

The reception will be heid at le-
iand Hotel Aurora, Il on Sun-
day alterncon Dec 31,

A Blessed Cheistmss To All

Conventlon Recorded

Washington The Nattonal Cath-
olic Educattonal Association has
published a report of the proceed-
mgs and addrexses of the Associa-
uon s thirtvaixth annual meeting
hetd here April 12-14

ST LOUIS INC» A Christ
mas program sponsored by the
Radio League of the Sacred Hoeart
here will be pretented over Station
WEW Christmas sfternnon. The
program will consist of Christmas
muxic and a play by Martin F.
Hasting, 8 J.. “He Came Unto His
Own ..."

A Blessed Christenas Ts Afl

REPORT FALSE THAT POPE
CANCELLED AUDIENCES

VATICAN  CITY.—The _rebort
spread sbroad that His Holines
Pope Plus XII has been advised
by his physician to cancel all gen-
eral sudiences as health precsution
is without foundation.

A general sudiersce was can-
celled on Wednesday. bul oniy be-
caase it conflicted with an Advent
sermon to be delivered in the pres-
ence of the Holy Father

A report circulaced in the United
States asserted that Pope Piua had
.been sdvined to cancel general au-
diences because of strain. said to
be due Ixrgely to griet over the
erisis in BEurope. It was hinted
that only by
Pope be able to take part in the
usual Christmas ceremonies at the
Vatizan. .

\
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resting would the I

Offices Closed
For Christmas

By direction of His Ex-
cellincy. Bishop Kearney.
the Chemcery, Catholic Char-
ities, Diocesan Schools. Prop-
agation *of the Faith and
CATHOLIC COURIER offices
will be closed from Friday
oon, Dec. 22 to Tuesday
maoring, Dec. 26.

Vatican Paper
Head Hits Reds

Deplores Russ
Attack on Finns

VATICAN CITY. - (NC) --*The
new fable and the old rcality” is
the heading of an editorial in
which Conte Giusoppe Dalla Tor-
re, director of L'Omervatore Re-
mano, condernns Russtan tnvasion
of Finland The editor draws com-
parisons between the “lamb and
wolf” peace protestations of Soviet
Russia last May and the “ele-
phant und gnat™ fear of Stalin that
Finland menaces Russia

The NRuxso-Finnish conflict, the
director of L'Osaervatore Romans
comments, shows that there {s
nothing to distinguish the “bolshe-
vist human morality” of Stalin and
Molotov from that of the bour-
geolsie.

When Stalin spoke of peace last

" EBe TVICEimaA |
of mggression” were toid they
might rely op *“the Russian army
and navy” and “the moral support
of the workers of the entire world
who have a vital interest In the
maintenance of posce.”

But such talk, It is pointed out
fs  “theorization™ for “it i3 the
mind and the wil] of the great rev-
olution that it must compensate on
carth for the repudiated paradise
in heaven”

Anchoring Divine Truth

*It is the perennial philosophy of
history.” Conte dsila Torre con-
cludes, “that through the unity of
all truths one roturns to the an-
chorage of divine truth.’

In thHe iame issue of L'Osserva-
tore, Guldo Gonella, its political
commentatar. says “Bolsheviam,
hsving suppressed political liberty,
drownod the individual In the
 group. reduced work to servitude
land viclence to & system. and
paisoned the mind of Holy Rus-
sis, had need of adding s new gem
to her diadem aggressiop against
| defsnseicsa natlon™

After contrasting the new Boviet
policy with that of Leain, Gonelia
notea that “a powerful army in the
seryice of the colossal sppetite of
the Cammissars of the Peaple Lo~
day thrusts forward the new So-
viet militarism while stiil affirm.
ing, on the international terrain.
the Communist ideology ~
\lenaces Europe

Oun the preceding dfy  Gonella
had warned that “the present So-
viet military menace s not mercly
a threat to the independence of
one country, but the menace of
new progress for Communism in
Europe to the fate of Finland is
bound in a largé measure the fate
of all of northern Europe Two
days later Gonells, after discuss-
ing Russian designs tm the Bal-
kans =3 well as the Baltic. said
“Almost &)l hypotheses end in
agreement on the common theme
Soviet Russia has a vast plan, per-
haps improvised but certamnly di-
rected toward profiting from the
European conflict to install Bal.
lshevism in both northern and
southern Europe °

In a preceding issue of L'Osser
i vatore Romame, Gonella had eaid
| that the “border incident™ that
i brought on the Russian invasion of
| Finland was one of two things,
| “elther pure fiction” or an “unfor-
) tunate accident.” Finland, in ita
{ note. he added. had conceded the
possibility of the second hypoth-
esis but Russia, apparently. had
been waiting to take advantage of
“a possible incident to obtain by
,threat a large part of what she
, had not ootained through negotia-
tion ™ Ax evidence of this conten-
ltmn. he pointed oul that “within
| three hours of the incident all Rus-
sia was informed of I, contrary to
!'the traditional tardiness of Saviet
news services”

i A Blessed Ohristmas To All

'8,000 Xmas Lamps in
135-Foot Crib Scene

CHICAGO Orme of the maost
' beautiful Christmas crib scener in
the Chicago area was viewed for
the first time last Thursday aight
| under the auspices of the Servite
Fathers on the ground adjeining
! Our Lady of Sorrows Church, the
tShrine of the Perpetual Novena in
hanor of Our RKoarrowful Mother
here

The crib scene is 135 feet high
and at night glows with a ane-
hundred-thousand-wattage lighting
plan  which Brcludes 8,000 dlue
Christmas lamps. :

Adopt Religion Course

PITTSBURGH -~ (NC) - - Reli-
gious education as a course of
study In this city’s high schools
has been approved by the Board
of Pubdlic Education.

The plan will be introduced in
one city high school in Februsry
and extended to the others at the
beginning of the 1940-41 term 1t is
a project proposed by Dr. Ben G.
:Graham, Superintendent of Piltts-
burgh Schools.

According to the plan. pupils are

!rree to elect religious education,

.

the course to be provided by th#

: particular denominations. Five per
'eent. of the high school credits will
b+ allowed for the religicus
courses, which will consist of three
hours a week. including attend-
ance at religious services for at
least 75 per cent of the 52 weels
t

}ol the year.

. The course of study oill be de-
| termimred by the denominations and
the pupils recordy will be cestified
to tive smchosl principals by the
churels authorities. These reporis

VOLUME X1
Numbre 31

+

God bless you.
Your devoted Shepherd in Christ

BISHOP OF ROCHESTER

To The Readers of the
CATHOLIC COURIER:

A Merry Christmas to all of
you! Need I say that no happier
Christmas experience could come
to your Bishop than the oppor.
tunity to meet each of you per.
sonally and give you his Christ.
mas blessing, Not being in. o
position to dq this, T do welcome
the spportunity of mmking the
Christmas edition of the Courier,
“the Bishop's Christmas Card.”
May the Infant Jesus bless each
one of you, your (amilies, your
homes, your plans and your
hopes for the conming year.

OO QRRERRIR L

On ‘Sanctity

Apoét&lic Delegate Writes

In America’

W ASHINGTON «NC»- "May it
please Divine Providence to grant
that America may soon venerate in
1] cmrchu a goodly number of
its o sasints; and may the fer-
vent prayu{o} the faithful hastan
such & joyous Svent for the apire
{tua} §lory of this great nation!”

This is the wish of His Excel-
lency. the Most Rev Amleto Gi-
ovannl Cicognani. Apostolic Dele-
gate to the Unjted States, con-
tained in the Introduction to his
book “Sanctity in America,” which
made its appearance today The
publisher is the St Anthony Guild
Presa, Paterson, N J

Containtng 154 pages and com-
prising seventeen chapters. cach
devoted to Servants of God whose
sanctity has enriched this nation.
the book is Intended to bring to
goneral knowlodge the heroism of
the wvirtues of those whose fame
has eroused in ths American peo-
ple a desire for canonical processes
feading to the glory of the altar

“This  unpretentious volume.
Sanctity in America,” says His Ex-
cellency in the Lmroducunr}, “is
compiled in ths desirs to 'show
that in the United States, ‘floribus
eius nec rosae nel Llia desunt --
‘neither roses nor lilies are want-
ing among its flowers.”

fpecial Interest of Pontifts

“The Supreme Pontif{ Pope Piua
X1. of revered memory.” Arch-
bishop Cicognanl writes, “received
with paternal love and special in-
terest the petitions formulated to
promote the Causes of beatifica-
tion and canonization of the Serv-
ants of God of this nation Such
interest is attested by the beatifi-
cation of Mother Frances Xavier
Cabrini. the first American citizen
elevated to the honors of the al-
tar  Many times the deceased
Pontiff was plessed to repeat that
such beatifications would hensfit
America, giving §t ‘powerful epir-
itual currents’

“Our Holy Fether Popo Pias
XIL gloriously reigning, has shown
the same paterna! and heartfelt
intsrest. Many timen His Haliness
has mentioned these American
causex and wexpressed fiix desire
that they may be completed. In
the amadience granted to me on
July 14 of the present year. the
sugust Pontiff made detailed man-
tion of Venerable John Neumans,
Mother Philippine Duchesne. Moth-
er Elizabeth Seton and the Indian
virgin Cateri Tekakwitha, recall-
ing how 1 had spoken to him of
Motbher Seton during his visit to
the United States. His Holiness
even indteated the exact thme of
our conversation, the evening of
October 21, 1938, while T had the
hayor of motoring with him from
B?ﬁmore to Washington.”

peaking again of the purpose
of his book, Archbishop Cicognani
writes ;

"The present sketches have the
sole purpose of blazing the way
The collection is not complets—it
is merely a first attempt, that may
be further developed by speciaiists.

Pope Honors Ex-Quecn
of Spain. Princess

VATICAN CITY. (NC-Cabie)--
His Holineas Pope Pius XII today
reecived in audience former Queen
Victoria of SBpain and her daagh-

will become part of the students
ilar whool recovds,

tey. Princess Christine, together
with their suile,

However, It may arouse in many &

leasant surprise to sce such a
anhy list of Servants of God as-
soclated with America. Thera are
indesd many haross of sanctity
among the ploneeea Af the Gospel
I this Dxnd-~among™ thé Jeyults,
Francikcans, Dominfeans and
othets who came from diverse ns-
tions to preach the word of God."
Jesult Martyrs

The first chapter Is devoted to
the Jesuit Martyrs of North Amer-
tca- Noel Chabanel, Anthony Dan-
lel, Charles Garnier, Rene Goupll,
Isaac Jogues, John do Brebeuf, Ga-
brie! Lalemant and Noel John La-
iande, whom His Excellancy term»
“men of prayor and surpassing
holiness ~

The Vencrable John Nepomucens
Noumann. C.88R. s the subject
of the second chapter. The numer-
ous apostolic labors undertaken by
this astntly prelate during his early
years in America, Archbishop Ci-
cognani writes “stamped this mis-
sionary as & priest of herole mold.”

“Epfinent in the Church of
America for his lesrning, for his
grest labors and his noble achieve-
ments in the missionary fleld,”
lJoseph Rosati, CM. first Bishop
yof 8t Louls, is next written of by
| His Excellency,

The fourth chapter is devoted to
Mathias Loras first Bishop of Du-
buque Of him, His Excellency
writes “His people felt their lives
touchod by Christ In the presence
of their bishop. and they sought
to be near him whenever possible.
In his endurance of hardships they
recognized the fortitude and cour-
age of a martyr. and the fsith, the

(Continued on Page 4)

By Res. Vincent Mooney, C8.C,
Director, Cathdlle Youth Bureaw.
N.CwC

There 1s a baslc principle under-
iying the complste and well-inten-
tiorred abstention from American
Youth Congress affairs on the
part of Catholics. In substance
that principle may be stated =a»
follows:

Catholic youth cannot and will
not co-operate or collaborate with
organizations and agencies deli-
~itely committed to a philosophy
of life diametricaily opposed to the
principles which they profess.

This principle is as 8ld as the
Church itself And wherever the
American Youth Congress tsaue {
has been raised, the principle has
been spplied. .

I wish % direct attention to two
important statements sued by
members of the Catholic Hierareh;
in two differsat countries. Bo
deal with the World Youth Con-
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Succumbs At 51 .

Broun, author, eritie, columnln,
preaident of the Amerlcan Nows-
paper Guild, and a convert to the
Cathoilo Church, died Monday
morning at the sge of 81 years.
Death was caussd by paoumonis, a
condition that was complicated by
heart troulle.

Catholio Church by the R Rev.
Msgr. Fultan J. Bheen of the Cath-
olic University of America ln- &,
Patrick's Cathedral on May 23,
1938, Monsignor Shean cevesied
after the caremony that he had p&’r-
sonally instructed My, Broun in the:
Catholic Falth for a period of-thyes

instruction wers batwern 80 and:
100. The | ; ‘
haustively the sdoial and sconamic
an well a3 the thedlogical teackings:
of the Church. . :

Following - the ceramony,
Broun, whorhadgrun.for Congrass
on the #Soclalist Party ticket in

saylng his antering. ths Catholio
Chyu?e‘h Wis ,mua‘m;tm of the

deliherately conajdersd, He alio oxe
}?rm.'d happineds that
ormally a Catholic, S

DeBats With Magr. Bhiow -
had engaged in-a coliimnnt debata
on the subfsct of ‘religien (‘%

A concept of & coamlo rellg

who in turn. was charge

In  argumsnt, ‘Whiy Monalg
Bheen held that Jn,n{?gn» "l
misrepressuted  his posjlion, the
columnist tusnad over hiy newspx-
per apace to Lthe prieat for & teply.

A native of Brooklyn, Mr. Broun
was born December 7, 1582, He ats
tended Hirvard Unlversily, and

York Fast on Dedember 18 He wis
the author of “A. K. ¥~
sral Pérahing angd American Forces,
1918”; “Placas of Hula”; “The B
Graw Oldér": “Besing ‘Things st
Night”; "Sitting on ihe World"r
“The Bun Fléld”; "Gandlé Follows
His Nowe” sn@ othsr works H
contributed numerous Kkticles on
the theatér and books to warious
magagines. -

In & aigned editorial in Breuws
Nutmaeg, a journsl he adited in
Connecticut, Mr. Broun denled that
he was going to xive up his active
interast In trades-unlonism because
he had become s Catholle. saying
that “indeed T seeins to me that
the (ratarnily which one seeks and
finds among his bfuthers hi the
unifon is s sort of stepping stone

fContinued on Page 1
A Slessed Chrletmiss To All

Priest Honored By
Eugene Fisld Society

AUSTIN, Tex~ilhe Rev. Dr
Vincent Holden, CSP. who Is In
charge of Catholic students st the.
University of Texas here, has been
hamed an honorary member of the
Bugéne Field Soclety.

Dr. Holden is tho author of &
blographly of the Rev. Imac,
Thomas Hecker, founder of the ]

Columnist Dies |

Famous Convert |

Mr. Bronn was reénived into thay-

monihs, and that the total hours off ¥
pruction covered ex«|
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1930, mads ne - commaent, beyond |
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hy wa now |

Monsighor Bhien and Mr. Brounl
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- Monslgmor] g
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Mornltig Telegraph, the New: York |
rrm‘:‘.'.am thi @nx‘fwm‘ :
He wont io.Ftaliot 48 & war cors
mt’pondun"t I8 18179 t‘im untl

A few days ’ﬁo wis. with the]
Scripps-Howatd Newspipers.  He
had just foined tha siaif AF the New.
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Fr. Finn’s ‘Noel’ on Christmas.
Broadcast, Once Voigev Exercise ~ |

by the Riv, Witliam J. Finn,
noted cholemanter, was

Congregation of St. Paul.

written
originally is a voice exercide, the
pﬁﬁln-mmpour ravenled op n‘vult
this week to the headgquarters of

WASHJNMON ~ The populsr
Christmas song, “Noel” composed

cs.p,

Shun AYC Is Told |

of the sscond World Youth Con-
gress, which was. lield at Vassar
College in 1938. That statement
reads as- follows:

"The grave concern which all
fesl for the Special problems faced
by young people today emphasizes
the mneccessity of glving youth
woral guidance and prudent direc-
tion This Iz particularly true now
becayse subversive influences are
bringing unwarranted pressure on
youth groups of svery kind. The
fact that Catholic youth asxocis-
tions are not immune from such
prossure compels careful consider-
ation of the so-called ‘S8econd
World Youth Congress,’ which is
scheduled for Vassar College,
Poughkeepsie, New York, in Au~
sus

“The First ‘World Youth Conie
grods’ was held in Geneva in 1936,
Catholic youth groups did not take
part in that Congress becauge of
its frreligious character. It is clear

gress. and I cite them here to f1-
| lustrate the application of the prin-
{ciple T have just stated, and par-
. ticularly for the reason that the
' American Youth Congress ix one !
lof the constituent units of the !
World Youth Congress.

U. 8 Biahops' Stetement

; The first is a statement {ssued
by the Administrative Board of
; Bishopa, National Catholic Welture
Conference, prior to the meeting

from statements made b& the Or-
ganizing Committee for this years
meeting at Vasway, that there lias
been no chinge ju the attitude of
those whos? {nfluenice s daminant
in the movement, We tharefore
volce the hope ¢that Awmerican
Catholle youth groups will refuse
to participate in the Vassar Con.
grese. In this they will stand with
many other American youth siso-
ciations which recoznize the esven-

tisl place of religion In the forma-|

the promotion of

 Here i5 & copy o

1ifa, L.
Fostering of Ireeliglon

convinced that this

rected, will not promote

ideals in conformily. with peincl-
ples that are. either Cattivlle or

American, Instead, under the

of furthering peace and brother-
hood, it will provide an
for the fostering of lereligion and
; the cissy hatreds
of Sovietlan, “Ytn spirit and mathod
are contrary 4o Catholle prlncioy
tek; Its lradership reflects & phi~{in
ophy that ix hostile to Amert}'W,
can idexls and teaditiors,. and Jt |
is not in Inet, ax {ts dape-world-t:
indicate, & guthering that is ac ‘
ally representative of the
the world” . N i 7
‘This stateient doss not repre-)d
sent & anap fudgment. It Ix in pess
fect “harinony with & - previeisd -
statement applying the sime pein
for to the stetsthent
made by Rishop Mario Besson .o
Lucerne-Geneva, i .
the wssembly of the Fir. LR’
- Youth Congress in Geneva- [n 1098,

you

1 refer
imyed . p

f Hishop Bes
hich ”’e

tion of character as well as in. the
conduct of personal and nations)

portunity
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t W
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.that such pieces are
“luse In the

“Pesca and brotherhood are, in-
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