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" that some of the truly great men
i, of histery were on -the Papal

ended—a half century when un-
usual hueman and spiritifal prob-
= lems were on the horizon; when
great minds and hearts were dedi
cated to their solution.

Catholicity was sweeping on.
ward, triumphant threughout the
world, when the CATHOLIC
COURIER came into existence in
1889.

Pope Leo 11l was in the place
which had becn occupied by Si
Peter. His wise, beneficient en-
cyclicals were instructing the peo.
ple of all nations—beginning to
endow them with enlightened con.
cepts of human relationships.

His Holiness recognized the
value of the Catholic press; de.
¢laring in” one of his hrst ulter-
ances: A Catholic newspaper is
a perpetual Mission in the home.”
£ Before the start of his reign,
- r———theissue ol apal--infatlibiliy
hadwbeen settled. With the au
thority  of ceclesiastiral doctrine
on a firmer basis, Pope Leo laid
down a program for modern eivi-
lization,

Perhaps-the maost famous of his
encyelicals—masterpieces of com-
position as well as  thoughtful
jidgment—was the one dealing
with the problems of labor.

Because of the practical knowl.
edge of affairs which s Holi-
ness possessed, he was able to pre.
pare i« workable formula for the
attainment  of justice in  labor
questions, )

Mot only did it create a pro-
found impression at the time it
was issued in 1891, but it remains
a model for guidance today.

Emphasis is given in the labor
encvelical to the fact that the
possessing classes have important
dutics to fulfill—that society, in
collaboration with the Church,
2 has responsibilitis toward those
who toil, which must be met.

The Church, it points out,
stands for reconciliation between
all classes; for a spirit of char-
ity for an exemplification of jus-
tice which gives fair consideration
to the intérests of emplovers and
provides security and protection
for workers. )

Harmonious relationships  be-
the Cliurch and State were sought
: by Fope Leo, the form of the lat-
- . ter concerning lim only if the
‘ : aims of simple justick -were im:
. : peded. r

¢ . He directed brilliant efforts to-
' ward attainment of unity among

2 the various Christian communi
. ; ties and Rome—a restoration of
: * ale unity of the Christian faith,
i . = Vatican archives were opened
. | by Pope Leo to students of all de-

. : rominations and all natinns in
. 1880-—considered one of his wis-
. | est acts.

It gave. practical illustration to.
3 ihe contention that the Church has
nothing to concealt that all of its
Hacilities should be opened for the

search of truth.
The light was turned on great
. . ] sources of research, and students
of many nations availed them-
selves of the opportunity to se-
. L= ] cure details of ecclesiastical and

: ~ world history. Lo

Following the example of his
. LA predeceseny, Pope 'Leo abetained
’ ' o Rk from official relationship with the
’ o , b newlvy  established Kingdom  of

. ’ ‘3 Taly and acked for pestoration of

> the tempotdl sobereignity of the
Pope as a guarantre of the free
exercise of épiritual power.

Never was there a suggestion of
outside force, or the resort to any
mieasure which would destroy the
unjty of Ttaly. .

Negotiations were proposed on
a basis which would give -Popes
complete  sovereignity  over a
small-territorv. But thev failed—
; dit ‘mainly to opposition from
. e i 'Ttalian Liberalism. ]
‘ When Bismiatck; “iron chancel-
Tor™ of Germanv, pursuing a pol-
icy of Kulturkampf, set up severe
police regulations which inter-

ferred with the freedom of the

-
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Church, Pope Leo adopted a con-
ciliatory attitude.

With superlative diplomacy, he
interceded — used the support of
the Catholic population of Ger-

many—and obtained repeal of the'

legislation which threatened to in-
terfere with its progress.

His gifts as a conciliator gained
recognition in his appointment as
arbitrator of a dispute between
Germany and Spain  regarding
possession. of the Caroline Islands
m 1885,

* Other interndtional controver-
sies were settled by him. A move.

ment’ Tor “separation of Church

and. State came_in France during
his reign in spite of friendly en-
deavors to prevent it

Union between the Roman and
Anglican Churches was advocated

extensivelv in England, but Pope |

Leo disapproved because of in.
sistence by Anglicans apon
recagmtion of the validity of the
consecration of their clergv.

.Good  relatiohs  Dbetween  the
Vatican, and  all countries | were
sought,  He won the institution of
a Russian Enibasav to the \atican,
established _diplomatic  relations
with Japan, arranged for a Coun-
cil of Bichops of South American
states in Rome,

An illustrious ruler, Pope Leo
XII extended the Catholie hier-
archy throughout the world —
added 300 dioceses and vicariates.
Death ended his reign in. 1903,
bringing serrow to many of the
great of earth with whom he had
mingled. :

*Then Giuseppe Sarto came to
the throne. ,

Taking the name of Pius X, he
pat iite immedialé practice those
virtues of a devout shepherd of
the soul which later made him
known as “the Pope of the poor
and humble.” o .

Deeply religious, he asked that
the inner life of the Church be
fortified with the true spirit of
the Gospel.

Pope Pius X published two
constitutions in 1%} — one of
them forbidding the secular veto
and the other reforming the
method of conducting Papal elec-

“tions.

_ He reformed the Reman Curia,
laid down rules for action, with
a clear definition of the respective
spheres of competence of the Con:
gregations and other autherities
of the Curia.

~While there was a reduction in
the number - of ceminaries for
priesta in Italv, Pape Pius <et up

the Bible Insitute in Rome in-

1909, and the Vatican librarv and
archives were deielopéd along the
lines which.had been established
bv his predecéssor. ,

His Holiness atranged for the
refarm of church musie, encour.

aging retutn of the old Gregorian
chants, = - ]
In all that he“did—in all that

the: Church undertook — Pope
Piiis relied upon the growth and
support of Cathuolic newspapers to
carry forward in the light of
truth. Of them he <aid:

“Ta be a Catholic, to call one
self a Catholie, nav. to helang to
Catholic organizations and asén-
clations and at the same time be
indiffetent to the interests of the
Cathalic press is a patent abeurd-
ity. )

“I. would make anv sacrifice,

éven to the pawning of mv ring, '

pestoral cross and soutane, in ar-
der to eupport a Catholic news.
4 A -

agﬂr.

teaching frequent sermone as
Bichap of Rome. he advocated the
exercise of all the saintly quali-
tiee by which all of his own: ac-
tions were guided.

ce tlze
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Q‘uile a scnsation was created  In a distinguished encyclical in
by Pope Pius X in 1907 when he 1919, Pope Bencdict enfphasized
conidemned all tendencies, whether the missionary dity of all mem.
in Catholic theology or elsewhere, bers of the Catholic Church, and
toward modernism aimed at the he established a training center
reform of dogma. {or the Oriental church as an affi-
His manifeste declaréf®that liate of the Oriental Institute in
members of the clergy and teach- Rome, .
ers should take a special oath dis-  He died in 1922 alter a reign
avowing modernism. He was not in which he did all that was in
“opposed to the modern historical his power to ameliorate the hard
outlook nor 1o the development of ships of war; 1o bring about a

- Chureh doctrine on a basis of in. return of peace.

disputable” researches, but there - Next in the long procession that
must be no false evolutionism to has come through the centuries tn
déprive revealed religion of fts head the Church as Holy Father
eeclostastical-charaetery~ =~z Achille Ratti, scholar, buifd.
" “Aliiough ™ “reconciliation” be. er, peacemaker, brilliant execu-
tween the Vatican aund Quirinal tive,
did not come during thie reign of . “Pius: is the name of peace,
Pope Pius X, they learned how to therefore I shall bear it,” he said
gel alenz peacefully, each in its ag the mantle of St Peter fell
own sphere. . upotr his shoulders, and Piuy XI
Catholic - Action, designed to. became a.name that was synonom.
cducate the social, moral, civie ous with peace-—with efforts to
and _religious tonscience of - the bring about international justice
ftalian people, was encouraged by through negotiation.
him, and the absolute prolibifton  Some measure of the extent and
‘of participation of Catholics in diversity of his efforls may be
Italian political affairs termin- gained from consideration of the
ated. fact that he wrote 300 encyelical
France carried out complete letiers during his reign and that
separation of Choreli and State in they covered the range of human
1903; the new Republic of Partu- problems of his time.
gal ook similar action in 1911 War, peace, the relation of the
~ Whtn the shadows of the World Holy See to Italy, the persecution
War wer¢ gathering, Pope Pius "X of the Church in Russia, Mexico,
on August 2, 191% appealed to Spain and Germany, motion pic-

Catholics of the world to pray for tures, marriage, sacial problems.

prace.  Soon afterward his own —these were some of the subjects.
saintly life came to an end. ~ Shertly after Pope Pius XI as.

Flamies of war were spreading cended the throne his first en-
their tongues of desttuction when cvelieal appeared—on Dee. 23,

" the Archbishop of Bologna was 1922—an impassioned plea for

called to the throne as Benedict peace.

XV. In it he deplored the increas.
Perhaps there had-been no pre. ing ldck of sespect for authority

vious time in history when human- and to the resort to force in the

ity more needed application of settlement of disputes. He asked

the ideal of this distinguished for a restoration of peace between

spiritual” leader — “justice and the Vatican and Ttaly: for\peace
peace.” evei-{"nhcrc — “a peace which
Again and again he appealed would be the peare of Chris”

to the nations to stop the deatrue-  During pilgfimages to Rome
tion of life and propertv, but the from all of the world during Holy
spirit of war swept along in spite Year of 1923, the Poniiff ad-
of urging to get rid of these four dressed gatherings from different
fundamental evils: nations, showing deep understand-
The lack of brotherly love in ing of the intricate problems be
the relations of mankind with ane fore them. :
another, the contempt {or author-  The pravers and efforts of the
itv, the iniguitous warfare of Holv Father to bring about peace
fanks and classes, and the greedv brought material results in the
hankering  after  tramsitory and Haoly City itself,  Nesotiations be-
perishable possessions, " gun in. 1927 between the Vatican
His effarts for peace reached a and Premier Wuseolini resulled. in
climax on August—l, 1917, when the <igning of the Lateran Treaty
he appealed to. all of the dom- in 1929,
batant governments “as the {ather Pope "Pius. XTI thus Dbecame
of all who loves all of his eril- sovereipn  of a newly  created
dren with- equal affection.” state, “The City of the Vatican,”
Pope Benediet often gave voice and full property, exclusive do-
to his appreciation of the work minion and sovereignity rights
and, influence of Catholic news. were_recognized.
papers in his efforts tn make this
a better world in which to live.
On one occasion he said: ,
“The wark of the Catholic
pipers has  bheen most  praise.
worthv,  Thev have heen an ef.
fective auxiliarv to the pulpit in
spreading the faith.”

The book of church lawe. which

The treatv. concord and finan-
. cial convention covered all of the
matters which had long heenr in
dispute — brought .a satisfactory
arttlenent which ended the long
self-impoced impriconment of the
Holy Father within the confines
of the Vatican.

had been staried by Pope Pius X, | Many hp“;mfﬁ {}?,at .lh_" ,r‘énma‘li
* of Papal Sovereignity was - the

“46'5 rr?mplated bs hx@ in ']914, outstanding achievemient in the
YQUUORTCOGUUUIUOVVO reign of Pope Pius, The signing
Five Pontiffs hare béen in  of the agreement was received
the Chair of St. Peter at Ropre  with satisfaction throughout the
‘as supreme rulers of tens\of world,
millions of the fatthful through-
out the world since the Cath-
alir Courier was established in
1839, ‘ .
They are Pope Leo XII,
whose reign began in 1887 and
continued to 1903; Pape Pius
X, 1993 fo 1971 Pope Bene-
diet, 1914 to 1922; Pope Pius

the entire diplomatic corfis ac-

congratulated” because the Lat.
eran. Treatv had fnally brourht
to-an end 4 controversy which had
lasted for mofd than sixty years.
Pope Pius was saddened by the
o, 191 _persecution of the Church in Mex-
X1, 1922 101939 Pé: ns - jeo—lgter to spread tn some of
XII, the present Pontiff. who the other nations. In 1926 he di:
became Pope in March, 1939. “tected an encvelical to Mexicn, ad-
VeUVUULOQUVUUPRURge marishing the government of that

. ments;

On :‘Javr«*h 9 Pope Pius received ™

eredited fo the Holy Seé and was,

which is gaod and besutiful de-
rives from thie Church.”

asked for a return of reason in
countries where every right, hu-
man-and divine, had beenr tramp-

* led under the brutal feet of force;

where Churches had been razed,
priests and nuns ejected from
others. : :

The proper education of Cath-
olie {outh was a subject which
was close to his licartt Alext to the
evils of propaganda in sections
of the secular press, Pope Pius X1
oftern -expressed apprecintion of
what Catholic newspapers ‘were
doing in presenting the news ac.
curately and interpreting it from
‘the Catholie viewpoint, Ie said;

“The power and influence of the
Catholic press is so great that
even the scemingly insignificant
activity in favor of the good press
is always of “great jmpettance be-
cause .. great resulls. may conre
therefrom.  Anything which you
will do for the gand press, I will
consider having been done for me
personally, The gaod’ press is
very close to my heart, and |rex-
peet much, very muoeh from it.”

With disturbances and attacks
against - the Church in different
countries, besides othe - war  in
Spain in which many priests and
nuns were killed amd chareh prop.
erties destroyed, the later yedrs of -
His Holiness were devoled to
peace efforts,

In'1936 he urged the Church in
the United States to cstablish a
motion picture eensorship for the
guidance of -its people, and to ask
them to renew a pledge annually
nol fo Bee bad motion picture
films.

That was adopted—has brought
a;nitable improvement toward de-
ceniey in motion pictures.

The persecution of Jews by
Nazi rulers of Germany aroused
his sympathies in 1938 and he
opposed them forcefully.

Gathering threats of “war were
combatted by the Pomifl, whosr
waning strepgth was unequal to
the tasks that were before him.
More than once he was within the
shadow of death, but a will that
was superhuman returned him to
thie fight for peace and pustice.

Finally, worn by the struggle in
behalf of ancient truths; the soul
of the great “Pope of Peace™ took
its- flight on Feb. 10, 1939. A sad- .
dened world reviewed his achieve.
aid touching tribute tn
-one of ihic most illustrious spirit-
ual and intellectual leaders of
our time.

Eugenio Cardinal Pacelli, Vati.
ean Secretary of State, was nam-
ed as his successor, adopting the
name Pius XIL ’

An ironically“sad commentary
upon the changeless greed of some
ndtional rulers mav be seen in the
fact that Pope Pius X1 entered
upon his reign facing conditions
similar to those encountered by
Pope Pios X a quatter of a cen-
tury ago. .

An “international  conflict s
under way with some of the same
countries. fmvolved that tried to
end the troubles of the world with
the sword in 1914,

His Haliness dedicates his pray-
ets—all of the resources of his
brilliant mind and great heart —-
to the cause of peace, just as Pope
Benedict had dore, ’

First, there was an effort, gided

by pravers of the people in ail
Chutches, 1o prevent the war, Now
they are devoted to asking for an
early return of peace.
With the futility of drmed econ-
flict t6 improve conditions in any
country. g0 completely  demon-
gtrated.-in the light of twenty-five.
years—and long before .that —
Pope Pius XH carries on fpr all
humanily the great work which
predecessors of His Holingss be-
gait. . '

In our own éoontry the posi.
tioi of the Church was never

st m’ngen o .
FINIS

77 “An “eneyclical Telter in 1928
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