g - . . :
- > iy . ¥

‘ — . B . o ) f ]
ER “WW : N ' T e '
};';.f-\ww ‘ e

et * B

Y e e o P e+ el L b e P i e T e S

e G S e ey T ey i R S S S e S i e e R Mo s B S Lt s e b T

ity LB e e g - - 2 S -
.
- : . 3 '
A W, S 2
;

i

SUPPLEMENT 29 ?§
MobLg TramL 5? :

i

# . .

GOLDEN JUBILEE .

~ own la'nguage.. At first they at O.qoudaga in 1656 was planted the Oneidas. It was the time of In 1660 they relurne!d to Three
treated him Kkindly and offered at a time when®no other Enropean year when théy walked in slushy ‘Rivers with sixty canoe loads of
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him a smoke. But at the village
where they soon arrived, the
chief decided to torture and kilk
Brule. The torture had just
started when one of the torturers
laid hold of an Agyus Dei—a re
ligious symbel which Brule wore
attached 10 a cord around his
neck.- Brule warned the torturer
not te touch it, but just then a
blast of thunder rent the sky and
shook the Hemlock-Horeoye
mountains. After this Brule was
released and. treated as u visitor
who was in league with the pow-
. ers of heaven,

He went to many dances with
the Senccas, and when the wounds
of his torture were healed he went
baek to the Huron country, pass-
ing through the land of the Neu-
ttals on the way. He most likely
traveled on the middle trail via
Lima,” Aven, .Caledonia, Le Roy,.
Lockport to Lewiston on the Nia-

_para River, Brule 'spent many
.years with the Hurons. He went
with them exploring and fishing.
He was, we belivve,s the first
white man to see all of the Great
Lakes. His grave is in the Huron

- country where the great Saint

Jean de Brebeuf mourned over his
poor burned bones. and «aid pray-
ers of vegret for his wavward life,
and yet he was one of the first
and foremost explorers of Amer-

1ca.

Fn. LeEMoy~E AND QTHERS

It has been shown elaewhiere in
this writing that the corliest re
carded approaches of white men
to the region of Rochester were
by the way of the long Ottawa,
Nipissing and Lake Huron canoe
ronte. After traveling on this de-
tour for nearly 300 miles, voy-
agers were as far away from the
Rochester region as when they

_ started from the site of Montreal.
When the Iroquois League cone
quered the Ottawn-Huron region
notth of Lake  Omario in 1648
1650, thie French had to make

—peace_with_the_Iroqueis_or_have
their rich fur trade with the west-
ern tribes made almost impossi-
ble by the robberies and mass.
acres committed by the Irequois.
The ambassador of this peace of
necessity  traveled directly u
river from Montreal to Lake On-

tario. The official operiing of this

direct route via the upper St
Lawrénce river began-a new era
in the relations between the
Frencli and the Iroquois.

The coungil for peace between

the French and the Iroqueis has
been recerded in “Life of Men.

nation had any such far infand
colony. By this colony aund by ex-
plorations before and after 1636,
the French gained first rights to
the present region of Central and
Western New York. They were
not invading English or Amer-
ican territory as often is sug-
gested. The only effort of the
English equal to this effort of the
French to.claim this country came
73 years later when the English
planted a fort at Oswego, The
errands of such official agents of
the English to Onondaga between
1680 and 1701 as Cornelisse
Viele, Schuyler and Golonel Ro-
“mét are not comparable in the
effect of establishing a claim to
the country as was this colony of
50 resident Frenchmen or as was
an almost unbroken line of resi
dence of Frenchmen at QOnondaga
“fronr 1634 to 1696: An Onandaga
village was the capital of the Iro-

quois League, - .7 e
The French in 1636 had not
much more thin gotten them-
selves aqud their buggage housed
beside Onondaga Lake when Chicf
Saomj\;iugwn of Cayuga Lake
came on au important errand. His
people over on Great Gully
wanted Christian missionaries. So
Father Rene Menard and Joseph
Chaumoneot went over to Great

Gully with him. When under the

direction of thesd missionaries,

St. Joseph's Chapel had  been
erected and  dedicated at Great

by thie middle: trail from Great
Gully on’ Cayuga Lake to a vil-
lage called Gandagan on Bough-
‘ton Hill, Viector. His route to and
from Cayuga Lake brought him
along the Great Middle Trail
through or_ near Sencca Falls,
Waterloo, Geneva, and Canan-
daigua. T

Father Chaumonot is the first,

white traveler of known record in

Gu"{‘, Father Chaumonot went 2

snow and waded in icy streams.
When Father Menard returned
to Cayuga Lake from his visit to
the Oneida Indians, he took with
him six young Frenchmén. We
do ‘ndt know what their names
were, but it is a safe guess that
the names of one of them was
Radisson. Radisson was a mem-
her of Father Menard’s parish at
Three Rivers, Que, Radisson’s
sister married the explorer Grosel-
liers, and it scems that Father

Menard performed the ceremony.

Radisson came to Onondaga about
this time and was an eager and
fearless explorer as his life shows.
Concerning Radisson, see his jour-
nal in his own quaint English,
ublished by the Prince Society,
ston.

A copy -may be seen. in the
Camnegie Library, Syracuse, N. Y.
‘See also -Histories of the Hudson
Bay Company and -Histories of
Wisconsin.: . S

He and his brotherin-law;
Groseillers, after, gaining experi-
ence by -nearly a score of years in
American forests, promoted the

these villages and cities, and organizition in London, England,

along this section of the trail. An of that company of adventurers years, Father Allovez, 8. J., was

iron plaque recording his visit

“would-took- welt -in~{ront-of-any- investors _in__this_ Hudson's_Bay riear the lake. The lake appea
one of several churches which are Company were members of on a map of the date 1670 in

directly on his route of travel.
These plaques are furnished free
by the State of New York to re
liable persons who have authéntic
history to record.

When he arrived Father Chau-
monot baptised Chief An-non-ken-
ri-ta-oui at Boughton Hill; then
went over to the village of Huron
captives on Mud Creek east of

* Holcomb where he was greeted
with “exceeding great joy” by
some of his old parishioners of

ard” and in Le Movne Courier E the old Huron mission, who now

and elsewhere. The principal char-
acters corinected with this peace
were the Huron Christian cap-
tives of the Iroquois, who de-
manded rtesident French mission-
arics. Then came Father Le
Moyne, who ventured up the St
Lawrence River to Like Ontario
and to a Council at Onondaga
1Syracuse region} in 1654, where
he was graciously received. Gara-
contic, .an Onondaga chief who
was conrected bv marriage with
. a Huron Christian familv, exerted
friendlyv influence for the French
and for French Catholic mission-
aties. Tn 1633, Father Claude
Dablon and Josepli Chaumonot
canie by way of the St. Lawrence
Rixer to Onondaga. Father Chau-

. monot staved at Onendaga and

was on hand to gréet the French
colony of more than fifty persons
who had come up to St. Lawrence,
River to the site of the. present
“Fort St. Marie de Ganentaa™ on
Onondaga Lake. arriving on this
site July 11, 1656:

 These three official vovages on
the upper St. Lawrence River gave
the «French. the us¢ and octupa-
tion rights to that route. The manv
letters- which went' out from. the
French colonv at Onendaga
helped to pisblish to the civilized
world the knowledge of that
short voute to Lake Ontario and
to the southwest.

‘The colony of fifty Frenchmen

were captives of the Senecas. ‘His
route of travel would be what old
residents of Holcomb call “the
-Old North Road to Canandaigua.”
The monument to the middle_trail
on the hill top is on a modemn
location of the road.

trading into Hudson's Bay. The

royal and noble families in Eng-
land.

This English Hudson's Bay

furs, paddied by a large portion
of a far western tribe whom they
had persuaded to come o Mon-
treal to see “the movies” or the
equivalent . in that day. The
French authorities who were sup-
posed to contrdl the fur trade by
a royal monopoly, teeated these
hootleg free traders, Grosseillers
and Radisson badly, so that they
went and negolinleg with the Eng-
lish and promoted the formation
of the said Hudson Bay Company.

We have told in the Courier
in 1933 and in life of "Menard
how , Father Rene Menard re-
turned to Lake Superior and Wis-
vonsin country with the canoe
men of Groseillers and Radisson
who were wild denizens of the far
away western -forest. After a
year of desperate hardship, Father
Menard went ov farther and was
lost an & portage near.the Black
River, Wisconsin, With Father
Menard had came alzo a group.
of young men to Lake Superior,
whose reports of Lake Superior
were recorded in the Jesuit
Relations, and within a few

Travelers on the Great Middle Trail

but it is not proven.

cruising in a canoé to all tribes
The lake appears

Jesuit Relations., There are -ear-
lier maps.
In 1669, Joliet made a trip to

- (See Map Page 24} S

. .-

The Onondaga Colony escaped
from the settlement near modern
_Syracuse in March, 1658, Much
turmoil followed in the Iroquois
cantons, Whether to admit Eur-
opeans or to shut them out seem
to have been a burning question
in the councils of the Iroquais.
This period of Iroquois hostility
to the French hus been told at
length in Le Moyng the Peace-
mugqr E4. When Father LeMoyne
died, Father James Fremin was
appointed superior of Iroquois
missions. .

The story of Father Fremin
also has been hrought out in B25,
beginning at title, “Prayer -Mcet.
ing at Dawn.” Father. Fremin also
will be found in “First White
Resident™ by Stewart in Roch.
Hist. Soc. Centennial Hist 11 p
95, See his Journnl in Hawley:
-Earl
See his Journal in Jes. Rels! for
‘dates 1668-1669.  With Fatlrer
Fremin’s arrival a long French
missionary period began among
the Senccas and among all the
Iroquois, The resident mission-
aries to the Senecas of this period
have been listed on the author’s

map of Seneea Villages which

has been reproduced in Courier

QOf these missionaries to the |
" Saiecas aind Cayugas, the ones whe

traveled afar and spread the
knowledge of America were Father
Fremip, who made ‘oyages to

< France after being ot Totiaktou,

and Father Jean Pictron who was
in Nova Scotia, Boston, {Harvard
College) and St. Mary’s, Mary-

Chapters Seneca History. .
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land, before becoming resident

pastor on Boughton Hill, Victor,
1673-1677.

When Father Fremin reached -

Totiskton at Rochester Junction
Nov. 1st, 1668, the Indian arch-
aclogy of Menroe County began
to be written history. These two
most able missionaries contrib-

uted to the spread of the knowl

-edge-of the-geography-of-thearea. . o o omm -

now cilled New York State
Father Lé Moyne made his con-
tributions by his voyage, Mon-
treal to Lake Ontario, and also

Company became the dominating Lake Superior fo examine its by his canoe journey in 1658 from
force outside the inhabited areas copper resources. Daniel Grey- Moptreal to what is now New
.of all the northern half of North solon Duluth, a very able man, Yurk City by way of the Richelieu
America from Labrador to Van. became the dominating personal: River, Lake Champlain, Lake
couver Island, and to thé Otegon ity and chief of the fur traders of George and the Hudson River. St.
Countiy. , The royal and noble in- the Lake Superior region. About Jeaue’ Jogues (See his siatue at
vestors served by the thrifty the same time LaSalle hegan to 1. George, dedicated July 2,
Scotch factors or agents made €xtend French explorations into 1939) had traveled this canoe

good dividends, and it came to
pass that the ruling classes of
Great Britain had aroused in them
a personal stock and dividend in-
terest in. America which grew and
worked. toward™ the ultimate de-
feat of France. :

Radisson;, who was a member

of the Onondaga Colony, was & the Falls of St. Anthony of Padua

sojourner in the area of this Roch-

Nlinois.

DULUTH AND HENNEPIN

When Father Louis Hennepin
left La Salle on the Illinais River
in 1680 and went 1o explore the
upper Mississippi River, he was
capturéd by Sioux Indians above

in modern St. Paul, Minnesota, It

We know he walked because he ester Diocese in 1657. He was was Duluth who rescued Father

mentions that hir pagan Indian
guide made an offering to the
spirit. of the trail at a corner
where two stones were set, one lon
the other. Evidently these stones
weré not resting as guide marks
on the vater of Irondequoit Bay,
Irondeq 10it Bay was not used as
a port of entiv to thé Senecas mis-
sions by Jesuits pastors. These
stonies and mich other carefully
- studied evidence are a solid con:
tradiction  &f the slatement in
Roch. Hist: Soc. Publication Vol
X. page 61 Quote “Bv 1634 the
_Jesuit Black Robes were traveling,
thiough the Bay (Trondequoit) on
their mysterious errands.”

~ Resident Jesuit pastors of the
Seniccas walked over the middle
trail coming from the east. Lake
*Ontario is not a safe route for
a single canoe with less than four
or six paddlers. In the above
quotation we stigmatize the slur
implied it the word “mysterious.™
Father -Chaunionot went bark to
Cayuga Lake. Then he and Father
_Menard went from Cayuga Lake
to Onondazza Lake (Fart St. Marie

partner  with his brother-in:law,
Groseillers, in producing the be-
ginning of this English interest
which hrought about such a stu-
pendous international result. By
this same treaty of Utrecht, France
was deprived of all the territory
in ‘the region north of the drain-
“age of rivers into the St. Lawr.
ence.

Hennepin from his captivity and
brought him through Lake Super.
ior and down the lakes to Lake
Ontario, so that Duluth and
Father Hennepin visited Ironde-
quoit Bay and the Senecas in
1681. This was the fourth and
last visit to the Senctas by Father
Hennepin.

‘We now see the knowledge of

route about filtéen years eailier.

Father Fremin was the first per-
son of written record to complete
a walk from Lake George io
Totiakton in Monroe County. He
arrived at thé site on the bend of
Honeoye Creek (in Mendon, Mou:
toe Co. N. Y.} Nov. lst, 1668.

- -When Fathers Fremin, Briyas,
and Pierron arrived among the
Mohawks at the end of Awgust,
1667, where they met “Blessed
Catherine  Tekakwitha,” Fathes
Fremin took. up his residence for
a yéar among the Mohawks. Father
Bruvas went about two days walk
farther west to the Oneidas near
modern Oneida Castle, N. Y., and
Father Pierron, late in the Fall of
1667, or in the-early winter, made
a journey back to Montreal and

When thei merobers of Omon: this interior . lake and forest Quebec, ostensibly on business

daga Colony were forced to €s-
cape in March, 1638, by an Iro.

region gmd_'ixall{‘ extending from
Quebéc to the Rochester Diocese

ennnected with the Iroquois mis
sion. Later he became resident

quois plot,” internal turmeil fol- and by early residents of Cayuga missioniary among the Mohawks

lowed in the Iroquois. cantons.

Fathier Menard and Radisson and farthest western limits of Lake in.

the others went down river, com-

Lake from thizx Diorese to the

Superiof. In many localities in

at the departure of Father Frem.
After  Father Fremin had
been with the Mohawks a litde

batting the icy waters of the St. America fur traders were the first over 4 year, and when it was evi-

Lawrence in®March. Then many

white visitors. Buf either they

dent that missionaries would be

small Troquois kidnap parties could not write, or, having dis permitted to continue in peaceful

raided on the St. Lawrence and covered for themselves wavs to residence among the Mohawks,

Ottawa Rivers, Nevertheless, it rich canoe carives of furs. they Father Frémin on Octobher 10,
was possible in the year 163 for kept secret the discoveries which 1668, startéd 1o go to the Tand of

Radisson and Grosseillers to go by

they made. On the other hand,

the Senecas on his long walk over

the Ottawa River route to the mémbets of religious orders and the Great Central Trail of the
northern Great Lakes and 1o pro- Pratestant missionaries also were Iroquois.

ceed beyond the erid of Lake Ru-
perior ‘into Wisconsin and Minne-
sota. Some think that they may
have gone as far as Hudson Bav

exploration must depend very

required 1o. make written reports

6 their superiors. ' So: it turms

out that the history of American

o

de Ganentaa} and thence to visit by the Lake Nipigon canoe route, largely upon missiondiv reports.

When Father James Fremin a'r';
rived at Totiakton, the- capital
Seneca village in the Great d

{(Continued on Page 30)
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