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The old scout loocked at the
pieces of Indian pottery, then at
the aluminum kettle which, stand-
ing in contrast, represents the
eriod of greatest progress _ in
uman invention in the whole
story of mankind.

Besides all of the ancient rec-
ords to be had from French, In.
dian and other sources, here were
relies to complete and corroborate
the story, The old scout pointed
to the relies and aluminum kettle,
then said:

“What a contrast! And how
few ate the places where this con-
trast mav be brought out so ac-
cuarately, in a brief space of time,
as this area of the Diocese of
Rechester.  Superb oppartunities

- - are offered right here for teaching
much of the story of mankind

~while viewing the exart sites where
evenis of the story occurred. Let
those teachers whose. minds are
not ossified by conventional. edu-
cation lay hold of the oppor-
tunity.” .

. REFERENCES

Previous CATHOLIC COURIER
“Official Diodesan Review and An-
- nyal Calendarum’’ articles by A M-
Stewart are keyed in this text as

15 follows: (A} refers to the “Calen~
[ dar” publuhed October 25, 1934;
bl tB )} November 7, 1935: (C' Nov-

ermber 26, 1936; (0} November 25,
1937; (EY Aprit 20, 1939, Copies

of the above may be had at the
Rochester Publc  Library, Colgate
‘Rochester  Divinity  School  Library,

and at the Courier Office, 50 Chest-
nut Street,
: I
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R RISE OF THE SENECAS
j ;{ _The Senccas appear at the be-
.y . ginning of this story a3 a people

. iving in fear of surrounding
" enemies in villages secluded in
. ¥ the hills of our Bloomfield-Lima
. s W region. Fear had compelled them
* . 1o join the Iroquois League com-

§  posed of their blood relations,
¥ qamely, - the -“Mohawks; Oneidas;
;  Onondagas ‘and Coayugas. This
£ union was the beginning of Seneca
! - military power. When the Senecas
Kad risen to the height of their

. militarv power the French were
¥  compelled by circumstances to
: dominate the Senecas and other
Iroquois of to get out of North

¥
i

. America, >
Let us trace some of the cir-
cumstances.  The firt  ‘circum:

stance is the geographical posi-
.tion of the French colony which
being located on the St. Lawrence
-2  River was five hundred miles and
¥  more inland, so that like no other’
rolonists of the 17th century in
North America outside of Mexica,
they were surrounded by Indians
_on all sides. The tributaries -of
. the St. Lawrence River and of the
. five Great Lakes which it diains
i make vahoe foute connection with
~all of northern North America
from Labrador and Hudson Bay
to "Alaska and southward into the
whole by the Mississippi Vallev:
t Indians from far away tribes came
) down to salt water fishing on the
St2 Lawrerice River.
The Ftench, first of all Furo-
g:ﬁns by this lafter circumstance,
came acquainted with the great
varietv of tribes of the interior of

America. TFhe coming -of many.

 tribes to the"St. Lawrence River
Fr’nmqied explotation because any
2 tenchman willing to-take the risk
could get into a canoé of the mem-
“- bers of a visiting tribe and be car-
. ried to the tribés and remote vil:
lIages, possibly & thousand miles
into the interior.
_ But many tribes coming to the
St; Lawrence. River. offen got
into- deadly conflict. The French,
in order to carry on the fur trade
which was the commercial blood

they placed a religious value on

the: souls of Indians, weré con-

‘ stantly compelled to act as arbi-
*  trators between various fribes, -

Agriculture made litle prog-

ress in New France. In contrast

with New France, other colonies
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of “their colony .and also becanse

s e o

had commercial resources apart
from trade with the Indians. All
of these others were close to the
sea. Shipping and cod fishing
made New England prosperous.
Other colonies could live inde-
pendently upon their own agricul-
ture. Tobacco became the chief
trade crop of Virginia. To some
extent these other colonics could
ignorg the Indians or even set out
1o annihilate them like Gavernor
Kieft of New Amsterdam. France
was compelled to deal with the
Indinns., R

Compelled by these circum-
stances, the French were officially
first nearly everywhere in the in-
terior of eastern America. Cham-
plain and Brule had entered Cen-
tral and Western New York in
1615, several years before James
of England included this said re-
gion, of which he knew nothing,
in a chartér granted to New Eng-
land colenists. French contacts

.

SUPPLEMENT

try out of French control. Cham-
plain, as will be seenin the story
of Brule, very soon after ‘the
founding of Quebec took sides
with the Hurons and their Algon.
t‘uin, allies. For nearly 10 years
the Hurons who came and went
on the Oitawa River route were the
chief allies of the French. Dur-
ing these 40 years the fort at Mid-
land, Ont., was built, 1610, Father
Simon Le Moyne, Rene Menard,
and Joseph Chaumonot, who later
came to the Rochester Diocese

‘ area were resident missionaries in

Huronia, as well as many other
ahle and -saintly Jesuits. .
Among the Franciscan fathers
who were the first in this Huron
mission wos Father De La Roche
Dallion for Daillon) who evan-
gelized the neutral Indians who
lived .one day’s journey west of
the Genesee River during the very
mild winter of 1626:1627. He had
heen told of the Neitrals by Brule.

continued - during: a - century - in~From Hyronia-there alse canie to

_which New -England did nething

sufficienfly to establish claims to
Western New York superior to
those of French Cathiolic France.

The English were the invaders
when they forced the Sencca coun-
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the Neutrals: in 1618, St Jean de
Brebeul ‘and Father Joseph Chau-
monot. Their repost shows that

French traders were coming along.

the south shores of Lake Ontario
iminediately after Brule 1616, us-
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“! was_and _am now unmistaks . é: !'E . lgl ¢
ably a non-Catholic of Hugenot ’

ancestry, yet I have found great
blessing in turning my misunder-
standing tnte love. This change
involves a spiritual exercise which
is ta be recommended te persons
of all creeds. In other words, find
reasotis in your creed to love cther
prople of different creeds.”

_ The Courier has offered in. its
historical articles, information
about heroic and devout French
Catholic- characters which any
priest, or minister, or teacher
might well develop and use to in-
spire admiration and to lift minds
to a brotherly understanding o
men of a different nationality and, -
in many cases, ‘of mén of a dif-
ferent ritual. ’

~--Some effect on-ihe “tepchirg~of

local history in Rochester public
schools is beginning to be real-
ized assa result of the Catholic
Courier articles. Among other
articles taken from the Courier
for a syllalius of historv for the
seventh grades of the Rochester
public schools is the story of the
very able Father Pirquet, pioncer
resident of Ogdensburg. leader of
3.0 Indians at La Presentat’on.
On July 12, 1751, hé entered
the Genesee River at the head of
a flotilla of canoes containing
many Indian joung men. They
encountered a mass of forty-two
raitlesnakes in the River Gorge
and killed all of them. 7
When the prospectus of the
syllabus containing ‘th's story of
Father Picquet was submitted for
the approval of a committée which
was acting for the Rochester Board
of Education. someone voiced the
objection: “Too many details.”
In response to this objection, the
forty-tieo snakes’ tails and all were
kept in the- syllabus of local his-
tory for the se-enth grade of the
Rochester  public  schools,  and
Fatker Picquet ivas left out.
One or two of these details in
the form of names of priestly
pioneérs seem also to have been
oiitied.  fror

*

Good work has beeni done. how-
ever, by some open-minded hist:
orian, and the names of some
Catholic missionaries are noiw
mentioned in our public schools
for thé first time in 100 years.

Ebenezer Allen, whose regret
seems to have beén that there were
only Ten Conmimandments in bregk,
and whose residericé ai the Falls
of the Geneseé ‘ivas less than three
véars, beginning 1789. is givén
more space in. books for children’s
ediication in Rochester than all of
the pioneer missionaries, Catholic
or Protestant. put together.

It seéms like a choice of Barab-

this syllabus at’ |-
points where thev should océur. -}

{Continued from Puge 26}

120 years before Indian Alen,
Father Rene Galinee pluced on a
map the bend in the river where
Allew’s null tater stood.

It is usual to let the discoverer
take precodence over all others.
And, if the mob does not know it,
custodians  of our children’s
thoughts should know that the ex-
cellence of learning and quality
of character nurtured by the dis-
c'pline of religion, ‘as shoier in
Galinee, are educationally icorthy
while the lurid, immoral qualities
of Allen are contrary to true edu=
cation,

The influerice of the Courier
’I?ts‘loriaal“ articles “has~not~ suc-
ceeded in getting recognition for
the importance, of Toligkton, the
great council house village of the
Senecas; residence.of 2,000
Senecas, center of missions, site
of the first white residence in Mon-
roe County and of white men's
councils and diplomacy with the
Senecas for many vears. Tot ak-
ton was knonn in the capitals of
Furope, and its uwarriors iwere
feared from the Conneclicut River
1o the sources of the Mississippi.
Rochester tedchers of [oarth grade
children, instead of knowing
about this most important il
lage, tend to place Seneca Indians

in Seneca Park. where a few Jn-

didn relics indicale an océasinal
Seneca cammp. Why not put these

The Author

.,*:

ALEXANDER M. STEWART,
a pioneer in the study of mis-
sionary work of the Pre-
Colonial Period is an Honorary
Member of the Rochester His-
torical Society and a member
of the New York State His-
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AY
ing for money the beads, knives
and other articles which' we un-
bury in nearby Indian village
sites,

Several months before the Pil-
girms had landed on the ~Wild
New England shore™ late in No-
vember 1620. e

Jean Nicolet, official representa.
tive of the French, had also come
from North of Lake Ontario and
made peace with the *Hyroquots,”

During these 40 years, except
for time out for the English Ad-
miral Kirk at Quebec, evangeliza-
tion of the Hurons proceeded con-
tinually to such an extent that the
Hurons just fell short of being a
Christian nation, Later, when
scores of Hurons' Christinns were
captives of .the Iroquois, it was
their urgent demands for relin.
ious teachers which brought the
Frenolr Jesuit missiongries  into
the Iroquois caplons, The tragedy
and horrer of 'the wreck of the
Hurfong by—the Iroquois in the
vears. 1018 to 1630 caused the
death of five of the cight Jesuits
martyr ¥aints, oo

It broke the Hurons ds allics
and protectors of the French on
the western waterways, and such
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Senéca Indians in the Seneca
Hoitel and, lel them be comfort.
able? .

Children learning ahout Seneca
Indians in Sereca Park calls at-
tention to an expenduure for bel-
ter information iwchich has gone
off on a siding. Nearly a million
dollats has been spent by the City
af Rochester for a city historian's
office’ and Jor .the work of the
Municipal Museum ozer a term of
years.

This expenditure has not
brought out enough orderly in-
Jormation about the Senccas, of
the white contact perioid, or of the
men who made the first white con-
tacis. Noi of whence ouf contact
pioneers came and went, figura-
tively speaking, to keep the
Senecas” frome-lrving in the Seneca
Hotel during the contact period.

Briefly, no orderly statement of
the Indians of white men, or list
of book sources or identification
of sites of the contact period from

1616 to 1789 can be had from our,

museums or from the city his-
torian’s office.

There should be no condemna-
tion of the Board of Education of
the Rockester public schools. It
is subject to criticism for any
shon of religion whatsoever. Such
are the jealousies among the
fifty-seven varieties of churches
in this city that anything favor-
able to religion..in the schaals
would bring a zealol lo protest
against’ proselyting_for any other
than his denominglion, =

Nevertheless, since ihe Courier
history began to be published,
there has been painted a mural of
“LaSalle at Trondequoit Bay.”
Beside LaSalle, iit full costume is

| a Franciscan priést. This valuable

painiing by Ezra Winter is on the
wall of the assembly hall in Mon.
roe High School. "It is possible
that other schools will recognize
the romdntic past .of this seétion
and of our country in the same
uav. )

When the Jewish Temple Berith
Kodesh, Grove and Gibbs Streets,

1. Racliesier, celebrated us ninetieth

anniversary: in May, 1939. one
part of the celebration included a
pagéant -of the religions of the
people of  Western New York.
Hoporably  représentéd -in  this

- pageant tcere the two Sulpitian
 piiests, the Rev. Rene Gilinee and
" the Rei. Dollier de Cusson. wcha.
- in 1669, had . come to Irondequoit

Bay with LaSalle on his first visit
to this region. : . )

Progress “toward. the~light of
truth. is being made. It~ is the
fervent hope of the Courier that
presentdtion of 'thc;/d‘dj contained
in this articlée by Mr. Stewart will
Kasten the advance ichich is under
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bas, rather than Jesus. Remember, torical Association.
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was the murderous fury of the
Troquois agpinst the Hurons and
Algonquins who had taken refuge
near the French settlement on the
St. Lawrence thiat the French were
forced to seek peace with the Iro-
quois or give up their fur trade
and abanden their blood-bought
colony and retire to Europe. The
chief pence-maker was Father
Simon Le Moyne, S. J. The his
tory, “Lo-Moyne the Peacemaker”
is, brought out in the Catholic
Courier Calendar of April, 1939, -
It was done in detail at consider-
able length so that it docs not
need to be repeated here.

It is important to mention in

this connection that Father Le
Moyne opened the stretch of the
St. Lawrence River from Mongreal
to Lake Ontario and thence- to
Onondoga_and the Oswego River
in 1654, His work signalized that
change in the course of direction
of * French -empire in America
from ‘an arduous defour around
the Irequois to enteting the Iro-
quois country and then going bé
yond with their permission into
the Ohio and Mississippi Valleys.
Following Le Moyne came a-cen- -
tury of French control over the
Indians of the American interior.
From Quebec to New Orleans
some years after Le Moyne was all
French territory.
" The waork of Le Moyne also
opened the way for a long time of
Jesuits missionary residence
among the Senceas. The Senecas
at the time of Father Lo Moyne
had equipped themselves  with
white men’s  guns  (“thonder
sticks™) and iron hatchets, and
when they conquered the Hurons
they gained access to a land where
white birches grew lnrf,c enotigh
to provide covering for light, swift
moving birch bark canoes, and the
Senccas’ race td copquest and to
dominance of the other Indians
was on.

But let us leave these broad.
gencralizations long enough to
mention  some  explorers, begin-
ning with Stephen Brule.

STEPHEN BruLE

One of the earliest written ac-
counts of a visit to the Senecas
wis what Samuel de Champlain,
the founder of Canada, wrote of
Stephen Etienne Brule's repart.
Brule visited the Senecas in 1616
as a captive. He stands at the be-
ginning of French Catholic con-
tacts and explorations of this re-
gioit. This French period (1616
1739) from Brule to the fall of
Fort Niagara, is nearly as long as
the modern period of white resi-
dence, 1787 to 1939," or from
Phelps and Gorhiam. Purchase un-
til now, We owe much to Bryle,
because you cannat settle a coun:
try which has.never been explored.

In previdus Catholic Courier
articles Brulé is mentioned in A3
and 4. B29 and in 'C-9. Champlain
account of Brule occurs in his
works Vol, Il page 49 and pp
213-225. This latter account is in
French and is translated into clear «
and simple English. It is delight.
ful reading. See Rush Rhees
Library, U. of R., ot ask your -
librarian,. G. B. Selden's three
“Brule” accounts are in Rochester
Historical Society Publication v
83-102, See also Consul Willshire
Butterfields “Brule,” ask Pub.
Librarv. ) .

With abundarit  information
easily_available; it is sufficient 1o
sketch Brule briefly for the pur-
pose of showing_on_our map his
contribution td-exploration. Cham-
plain reports. in 1615 that Brule
Ead been with the Indiaiis for
eight years before that time, or
in 1607. First he was with the
Iroquet Indians whose villages
were near the northeast of Lake
Ontario® in the region of modem
Kingston, Ont. Since the Iroquois
Indians hunted and fished along
the south shores of Lake Oniario
and: visited the tribes, it is pos
sible that Brule entered the Seneca
country much éarlier thin 1616
while. traveling with them.

(Continued on Pege 28)
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