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GOLDEN JUBILEE
£3ESUBERER R ERENY
Pre-Colonial .

Hiétory in the
_Diocesan Area

.. Editorial Jlote "

French - Catholics who visited.

and evangelized the Indians and
their colleagues in the area which
is now the Catholic Diocese of
"Rochester  did more to make
. known the hitherto unknown path-
wmys of Fastern North America
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than all other groups of white

-tnen-combined.~ -

. This area .includes -the home-
lund of “the Seneca and Cayugu
 Indians. : .
which’ the- pioneer- Cath-

olic missionaries (Iir[) aingng them
not only led the way of explora.
tion in this then unknown con-
tinent. It lighted the torch of
Christianity here. and laid the
Joundation for carving out of the
twilderness the destiny of the great

_republic which we all love,
— . , iS HTL'

of settlement. Exploration is the
cornerstone of history tn America.
The exploration which revealed
the land that was to become the
home of scares -of millions of
ericans is epic and epochal,

'3,000,000 1words of translated ma-
terial from Frepch sources, and
many maps and drqeings awditing
the sober-minded student of this
phase of American “history-~to
study, analyze and gite-to the
world — progress is pathelically
slow.” )

The scholarly works of earlier
writers on this subject gathe¥ the
dust of years in our libraries.

Not uniil the Catholic Courier
dug inta this reservoir of histori.
cal facts were they brought to gen-
eral public attention, and the
credit which awdk due pious men
who long ago passed to their e
ward began 1o be given.

In siv previous articles which
were wrilten by the Rev. A. M.
Stewart of Rochester and  pub-
lished in the Courier, much of this

. history was given as it related to
the Senecas and the -Iroquois
League of Nations: (See réfer-
ences).

In this fiftieth anniversary num-
ber the connection befween the
work of these missionaries. which
began in this area, with the
epochal revealing of America to
cirilization is shown with-graphic
realism. )

It is a document of transcendant
importance in making historical
fruth known—in bringing belated
justice to the memory of real
makers of history.

The Courier, in previous ar-
ticles. assembled the largest. col-
fection of facts relating to the
French calonial contact whick has
ever been brought out in the Roch-
aster dred. The article in this
issue is of national significance.

Their complete lack of prefu-

- dice is guaranteed by the faét that
their author is a retired Baptist
" elergvman, who leartied the facts
only through lorg, patient fte-
search; whose indignation was
aroused when he discotered that
b-as uas responsible for the injus.
tice of acrumulating years.

. No non-Catholic participant in
the early history -of the region
which is now the Catholic Diocese
has been omittéd. The facts in all
these articles have been selecied
without religious bias. There has
been only a single motive-—to find
_the truth and make it known,

Mr. Stewart saxs:

“l insist that those Catholics
who refuse to recognize the tir.

tues of these Frenck. missionaries

(Cowin‘ue;' on Page 26):
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‘more than a century after his time,
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C . X} side of the_stors—which-hehad - -
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| How Catholics
S,]mpe(l Course
of Our Hltstory
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The old scout took a match. out
of his tin hox, knelt down' heside
his prepared pile of dead oak
leaves, whittled shuvings and dry,
broken branches.

. He scratched the match on one
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This map is intended to show some of the ‘widespread explorations of some of the early
French residents and sojourners of the viciity of Rochester, between 1609 and 1749 A_ D.
With such explorations these early Frenchmen cannot rightly be omitted from national history,

Champlain is the only explorer, part of whose explorations are depicted on this map, who ™
did not actually enter the area which may be vanously described as the homeland of the
Seneca and Cayuga Indhans, as the Rochester Region, or_the Catholic Dipcese of Rochester, or
the Cenesee Country. Since these explorations began Wwith: Champlain, Etienne Brule, whan
he, came into the said region, was.an agent for Champlain, s& therefore Champlain 15 included.

Etienne Brule, part of whose travels are indicated on the map, was the first white man, of
whom we have a written record, to visit the Senecas. He came from France via Quebec, and
was 1n the employ of Champlain as early as 1609, possibly earher His exact date of arrival -
m Canada 1s unknown, He left Cahiagua with Huron Ambassidors in 1615, but he did not
arrive among the Senecas unhl about April 1618 See Text. It was mmpossible to depiet
all of Brule's explorat.ons on this map without making a corifusing net of hines. In 1631 he™.

~ was 1in Lake Superior with his associate explorer Grenoelle.

Brule's explofations contributed to the first knowledge of civilized men of the Great Lakes.
On the map from rnear Rochester, New York to east of Auriedwille, New York are numbers in
arcles.  See also lroquoss tribes urider the Legend of the map. While the homeland of these

_ tnbes corresponded fawrly closely to the encircled humbers on the map, they rievertheless by

their successful wars carne to be feared by, and to have some.influence over most of the Indian
tribes on the immense area of the map.  This intluence of these lroquos tbes on subsequent
American History 1s beyond calculation.  The most pSpulous tribe was our Sepecas and therwr

- caprtol was at To-ti-a-K-ton n our Monrde County.

Father Swnon Le Moyne's ife has been brought out fully in a previgus issue -of the Courier
Calendar (Courier E+. Hé made the first recorded vdyage from Montreal via, the St. Lawrence
Riwver to Like Ontario and Orondaga. Hé wias located with the Cayuga Indians near inission. |
ary monument on the Lake Road, north of Aurora, New York, (Cayuga County?’ in 1661, He

- broight the first physician. into that cegion.

-Father Lours Herinepi was at Totiakton, Ispelled Tioakton on the map, there are various
spethings) on. New’-h’—‘ea‘r‘s day, 1679 where he met the resident pastors, Father Julien Garnier
and Father Pierr, or Peter Ratfeix. Late in June 1679 he was hear the side of the monument
at Our Lady of-Mercy High School, Rochester, ‘New York, where he and his fellow Franciscans
erected a temporary chapel. Read his “"New Discovery’ edited by ‘R. G. Thwastes, Rochester
Pubhe Library.” L ’ I )

Rene Cavelier De La Salle, born 1643 Rouen, France, dié¢d 1687 near Trisuty River, Texas.
His §irst sojourn with theé Senecas was i August 1669. at Totiakton, At this time he went
with Father Rene Galinee (Sulpitiant to the Burning Spring in Bristol Valley, ‘modern W' B.
Case Farm. Agasn he was at the sité of Mercy High School in. June 1679, with Fathers Hene, -
pn, Membre and other Franciscans arid he doubtless visited the Senecas several other times.
His explorations started a movement which made the Mississippr Valley French terrifory for
' ‘He .1$ a part of our local hustory which 15 of contfinental.
importance. i -

After La Salle several others cameé to visit in our Séneca country who published the vastness. .
and the nchness of Amernca n Europe. In 1721 Father Jacques Gravier, Chacago to Gult of
Mexico. In 1721 Charlevox made a voyage thiough the Great Lakes stopping at drondequoit
and. thence down the Mississippt River to the Guif of. Mexico. ‘See his history in Rochester
Public Librafy. &% > c o

tn. 1649 Celeron Expediton~=Father Joseph Pierre Bonnecamps, ‘Chaplain, weather observer,
and rap maker. (See text): » ) s A

We dte grateful to the Baron de Bossseau of Chateau Troupoly; Coutm, Framce, who Has sént
us a picture of this chateau where Father Bonriecamps spent his old age, .and a picture of the
Church. where Father Bonnecamps s entombed. " )

Ori this‘miap and i the following article, we Fave demionstrated in brief outhine that the
conquest of the intérior of this continent by a process of explarations was done by Freachmen
redry of whom were priests and mermbers of great Catholic orders, Most of thesé explorers
afe connected by visit of residenganwith our local history. Local historans cannot disregard
these explorers, because of thew nattonal importance nor can natdnal historians neglect them.
because of thewr comnecton with this loeabfy. The fact thit this.French American history 18
outs:de the mental patfern of history of some historians of able.minds 1s a reason why the
judgmient of such historians on ths part of our history should be discarded :

Here 15 offered wh le standirig on the ground where walked the reve‘a"ermneﬂca to
civilized mari, the chance to: téach from therr examples:

1. supreme religious devotion )

2. a spintual brothérhood which is greater than pafaotism or racal feelng :

3 and adventyre, geography, and the knowledge of different races of man, French, Algon.
quins and lroquoss. E ‘

Ort the map and in the story occur the narnes of modem towns and cities. Thesé places at
the time spoken of were simply locations and iR most .casés ‘were then uninbabirted by: whites.
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g§ tanhis cupped hands against the
'y, Strong southwest wind. -The match |
L lighted with a burst of flame,
¥ which slowly took hold of the
¥ stem of the match. o
7] Carefully he-touched the match
. to one of thie leaves, and as soon
f} as it lighted die piled on others,
: Then the whittlings took fire, and
¥y the whq}e ,pil.c of dead sticks be-
3 came alive with fire.
£ The fire was built at the edge of

a field at the top of a ravine. All

¥ ilong this edge of the field the
< £% . soil was black and greasy from

p rubbish of the campfires of In-

.~ dians who had lived on this primi-

& tive Seneca village site.

€3 The old scout said 1o his young
£y friend: . -
¢3 “Paul, you ate the doctor when -
it comes to hunting for_Indian
relics. - You take the shovel and
see what you can find and I will -

&

£y fix the tea and bacon.”
g3  The scout’s aluminum  kettle
) £ which, years dgo, had paid an
{ ¢ extra tax to the late Andrew Mel-
€ lon, was a trained veteran of a
¥ hundred campfires and soon had
£y boiling water jumping inside.
¢ When -the frying pan with the
5N bacon in it made an ish.gh-sh
4] und, the old-scout drew a pun-
ning remark from Teanyson’s “In
£ Mem m” when he_said, “the
murmtrief a happy pan.’!

b ‘y,v The timdzwas May; and. the
£ place was in ihe big hills, north

_ %} .of Honeoye ’Lak
gy “Comé on, Paul, gt t before
s> the wind blows it coi'dauled
oy the old seout, “Come on, t's
‘k" * keeping you?" \
g2 Paul came and sat down to eat. _
¢3 “What is that relic'you just tnok
gy out of your pocket?"” the old scoit
o asked.
e:?‘,?' “Oh. that is a Jesuit religious
€} ring which I dug from an Indian
-4y grave in another location,” he
%} replied. .
£y The old scout looked at.the
% ring- It bore the initials 1. H. &,, «
meaning Jesus. Saviour of men.
3 As Paul placed some pisces of
£3 Indian clay kettles with Seneca
. i@ chevrons on them Which he had
) found that day, on the ground-be-
£ side: the aluminum kettle, the
%3 stories of these relics began to un-
cy  fold to the old scout. :
He could see that the pottery
site had heen occupied at a time
““  when the Senecas were afraid of
£} all of the surrounding tribes. It
¥3 was far from the main trails; re.
@ mote and hidden from large water.
3 waye, where enemies might come

to hurit and fish,
&? Highéer hills surrounded it so
@ that” smoke arising from camp-
© 43  fires could not be detected from a
¢y distance and reveal its location to
oy, enemies, s
4]
&
£
4
o

ks

Evidently the Senecas were 2
weak and frighténed people when
they lived on this site. It probably
had been occupied before 1600
A D: . Come
£ The ring, he knew, had be-

longed to one of the Jesuit mis:
ﬁ sionaries wlio preceded civiliza-
%2 tion into this wilderiess; bringing
£} - Christianity to the Iadians.
17 {Contiriued on Page 27)
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