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£'jffjftftf-&f.-mliMt, close friend 
<rf m orijanfst jrt « Protestant 
Church, aehdt me till* list of 
jnujlij ivitteh Inside of a year1* 
tnftf tW organist hai l wed fn the 

• rmwmt Mrvicws Gounod** St: 
'QiMtMt Mm), sbtmt fii* differ-

.ittg Ave Maria*,-^ranok's Panto 
. ' A ^ l l w j , RotoJItti* St«i*t Mater. 
> #»«•• - e«£ant«t fttm««lf <juu« 

:jfr*akly. adroitou" that the words 
•iWejKit Mthliig lo -frliii. Htr HKcd: 

mi.,,....- „_, 
the fttwlCf lilted the emotional of-
:fegfHr irousti! (taA :h« *»W. "I 
W*«d l( t«f iBM (lilt ltt« {lrtl)BC3« Of 

Bt8fc 
ini«i.ij)(4in.[.nS'; lio,w*»fii*><i»i>v>> 

tttftt ."consurtt" mm* *i>. little t» 
jrtotlwii iwM»J». And h«e in '* 
lJrosaUitt. Churcli,. they slw * 
»?*W M*j*»«Wltlioufe • Jmv|t>g tin 

IJfp wlvw iw»j> (Mr tfo, v«at fc<ili jil (h» liirieljffM 

U|*^ th« | r « t pi^««.»frvlc« «lght bun given 
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iSB*. 
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,|lr«a'rf whwh #t»jf d» not no»««*«. 
;*«#• utiinS. with Maty »t"Uit 
frtw^/tom Whlolt th»y * h«v« 

j$$l.Aiiaehiff'' 
' Wfij?'l<i tt *&« w#. kr« no.-tafi 
to * # ,#«* J»U»ne(it: th* woW • in 

*,*t) i | i t* t K j jp td out W my 

j6ft*.jii« jtjj^if. J9tw,B»^ cii«r 
QHW lnty<!&\Wj twi t cocked Marrkf* -I<-4»m«i)i'itiA *«?*«*«?.#* vorirt too 

ri^Df'ftfftft'J*' *WW* "*Mt*i l*Pft8n|W to the ill-t,-#Jil- ^ ^H([)u. > . ;-- ^ 
.fMtilii^':i(i^-^«%,^ .jfofa*«;on, -to* ' ' ' f ^ i l l l S y ^ ' ^ j r • 
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|i:ifi|i'ttj» fiuttif ^(ietffl W0rk#f» rrtfliv̂ jftithl! iw«W»jr it« 
ftfltiij th«mt i t i Qtn,*Qi&M :m»Mm mHmiim 
•# i#i#ir»|«itii.jj|, % coiniftWftJw fli %l>lt:h they 

I, l l i f ^wi t f t tffe 'ii(«*)|t»ttci.&f Hf« 
" ' "*i«t--Q«lit}i|^ ;^jBMb||lM»p.dOitd. 

Hfi4 »i»Kry, with » -4t««Pl(iriiUort 
wdlie 1* SWlnge W t *in *H' t |« ^ y tp htfnoiie. 

rtnri^ttiT«?^aoTraiiiit h«W rrnvV- «epM -jit .pflwIBl ttle*. 
U l ^ f f iM f f . J?r *^??™ - 8h* hmtttiw *w«y ttomhtr hus-

b*tt4 jvft(i Ji»ir JiUt'tieikUn hn* up 
, * . th» :hKd PMWbty? B6*n Ufht 
Ml »Hnt «ij*f(ill»ft And hwrt 
httMlt <..Shi w*« it "foolworn-
nn d r i v * r "^h6 hM etmhti her 
inr *nd somebody tide's . . . Shift 
fimi *-J(ho«ft»c(own( d«*.ont flgfit 
vtlih -JKHit* otJsw w*»«iin-ov«r 
wfifttt or whom t . ( . aho'i b*en 
In Htjm-iQtt of fcrnwi.,, • 

Alt MWt pa«Mf# thrdligh n»y, 
nilntl Willi. Hjhtnllij *peed, anti 
fho^'JE jiul|«d u» i j iort Why In 
Ih't work! h»d I found only iom» 
ml. ot .«*«dWow *xpi*imuon 
for .ftNTtytr <81)i ntfilit lmv# 

letifi :Jtojr. itmntji^ bj: Jth* Younic 
, j.Hwittiwiii *nd- 10i}'jJrJwt«t.ioJ.*ii)iii|ited 
i ^ j ^ i t tmMn*^^- t * * *&$ i$ ^ Holy 

cot «i»I* M the tr«ln Imxliod. Sh« 
rnlxht httvo »ot It Mvlag the life 
of"»' IMiby. , - - . . 

ft j0OlrrtfI«dUOn"!ind thliiklng 
to Arrive M those heroic postlblN 
Itlcn. Quick Instinct »*si aUoved 
tilt OQpleAtiCnt explMiatlmu : on 
nty fturitiou. 

t * 

v ̂ W«flii»r th*ipb«#tvihfijf ,of th* ^toii080t|' smH ft»»t of Comparlioft* Smill To 

... _ . , J»nd-CHtJ«fl•,MBBH!*'«)ptl»iy{ With'-.pjUiVXijI'fflJr t jhelrl l ls I*" on »« AmeEicmi to-ur, -

*v *&h«tjjd «« . \y)ie.}mw'»hlit .Chrtsfc hur i i i«tote for the ' 
t*|*d »«k Wftn;ln. lth«fe ^ihttlKtlftttlr rdhjMii; quiet 

wl*h they had not announced 
tlmt trlumplinnt fact. In . yenrt to 
como I t It going *o ho utted AS « 
%M\* for tome Icurnorl icholnr's 
jn.nti'ogriiph on tho degenerncj' of 
Am*W«sM mnnuew. JHe \vtH 

Iill6i.n*en»lblllt.y, mobs paid well 
In stJvwrtio of 4 million dollars t o . 
watcti' tljsm do I t A .ataxic fobt-
bult <awe in m, luge, atadlum 
4Hn m thosa strnngo dnyk (Ive 
to". \*» Hni{» tho nmount of 
money p»ld to hour tho jtr«at nm-
#lel*» o f m *g6 plsy Us« com* 
IWjIllon* ot the world's most tij-
mous compojer*.' Ami n Klrl with 
mtob~tt6 ttm * imS on Miractivd 
tli«r« arnl ths Ability t o parrot 
this dtractlolis-©{--a—»ktt«Ml dt-
Mctor, *i»rn«d considerably more 
tlmn tha t li\ a »inslo your for 
muffing In front ot « camom." 

Then ho will go on with his 
conclusions, » 

'Htanks be }ou *ml I w ill prob
ably not be Rrourul to read them. 

.,..,,dBm&^^Mr- Who ^ r t h j ^ * fBfeeiaf bb'E- d«y(P«derew«J<t S n o r e d a pat 

.jto&:W¥*MMhitfim An Kbproprifle $ewntm *» IWI -Jmndtrt tiidu»»n.| noi. 

gWM»("Jy»t i<* diif6ct<maam<*w ®m BEtm "«iu -
infftrifth*,?n{tq<f sttfer^WCfes m mmn \\h$ 

* -nr . ^ ^ o ^ e j c p i c e ^ j f ^eh*i4tHfeWq*kct**-ffift8fc 
.̂:ĵ Jff̂ J|Br:;fttlf .-«̂ <i6̂ j8Hixadi:̂ ifit wad »tly*«c»me)i6 at this 

of,$«cMl AcN'on Mttt 

jmiiCcWtM, held *t CWveffiul, I n June, MKhonicot MttndeJ 
. «l?Wu*liy dyttig oat, «'Httlc sir echq" h a s been 

, ... j mt<» * great big nyttu 

f W . J a < t n M i* *n outgewwth of the tegiointl confer-
| i ^n in« i# tml btofelorns «i»nsowid hy the Social Action 

pHtotf tin National Cathalfc Welfufti Go'ntercucc, 
fJff iL ,Jf, t?.lK!e iJ,hpM h w t i n RwheMttsr, The Nn-
I^tBffite Welttre Contcrencfe, is» o( COUM*. an or«ani-
• ^ ^ ^ t h d tJhlted Sates- Hierarchy to advance 

Pw#r»ih» ot toheem to the Cburch^ 
rt j1? Obfo, »om* of them, it is Teamed from - Bn, .„ r l r f lft , h i „,„„» s- „„,«„ 
^vrnx-ta all of theso unbridled, dtaqprdantf _ •Qme* t̂iotfa*r-.,,~-h*—<*i«d. 

tHstew^t*r-?oWinTfi^isnfMr«wiicc in the - - -
When* the higb«sti w«»es in the world have 
»%th«i. wactiem to maMou*. u'ndiploiwatic 
^iwations bV Uabor le*d<5W taKing tot |ft this 

tw*,4»a»-beeh decidedly unfavorable,*" — 
Mtp of buninwarrtcn who claim to be a group 
*n did not haw npteacntativca on the job 
~* K^,*8 1 1 1 l»©o l>roa,dc«iting a K?cak-

jtitm their piole|t, , , . -
JjPfrtoii*. S I, i<mm editor or Amer-
• ^ ^ " * » th* Knlthts of Columns, 

5 ^ i * & ^ ^ 

To the Jounstst, generation, 
e\erythhi|; tlircatenii to become n 
niKltof of switches, buttons, plugs 
and gadgets For Instance. 

When tho city bicd family 
c«M« homo to visit their old par
ents on the tarrt , they brought 
their young snn along H o mndo 
si great hit with hU grandfather 
who Instated that a little- bed be 
pilt Up in his,, bedroom and the 
aevei^yomr-old aleap lh«rc AVhleh 
pUnSed the bov Immensety 

I bad just been reading a book 
on myatlcMIjj. NotcJscluiilvcly on 
niyatlclim. but containing certain 
paten In.which myatlclam waa 
mcfntioiiod-moro than mentioned 
-unnlyjuct, described and sympa
thetically criticised, 

' The title Is Stratta-cr* and I'ft-
grlmsi Htiidlm in the Classic* of 

"ChHitlatt Devotion. The nuthor. 
Wiilatd; L. Sperry. la obviously 
poiaessed by common «ense aa 
well/ait ftntiwlidgo of his subject 
Ita doesn't go In head over liccla 
for mystic* right or wrong, and 
for mysticism in any ahopo or 
form, no matter how heretical. 
He appreciate* the mystic sainta, 
but he warns his reader* against 
pi*uda«mystlcal fanatics.. 

Straagera and Vlljrrhna conststa 
of a aeries of essays on such spir
itual booh aa The Imitation of 
Chrlit, Ht. Augustinft'* Confes
sion.*, tho Flbrftttl of St. Francis. 
The Presence of God by Brother 
Lawrence. 

The particular essay In which 
he refers to tho dangers of m>» 
ttolsm Is on tho less-well-unowu 
masterpiece called Theulnglca 
(Jenuanlcn. The nianunl of U»e 
spiritual lite was a (treat fnvorlte 
of -Martin Luther, before and 
after his apostasy. • Perhaps that 
wilt bo enough to condemn it in 
llio judgment of most Catholics. 
But Luther also Hard St Augus
tine, and wo do not on thai ac
count I'mnil over St. Augustine in 
tho heretics. Neither dp wo iuit-
renttor TlirolofclNi (frrmniiira. It 
wns written by luCntholtc, and 
contains the spiritual doctrine or 
a group of very sincere If not al
ways very wise or perfcetly_or: 
thovlox Catholics. 
A KTEW 'Qt'OTES' 

However. I 'am not now dis
cussing the book. I atmply wish 
to 'use a few quotations from Dr. 

' <f^y-tlieiu tu sirnic" 
tlilnt; that occurred just the other 
day Ho s.aya that the men 
whose 68cirlfio is contained in 
Theologies tiernianlea were "dc-
voni sincere, fanatical." Appar
ently, then, a man may be good, 
pious, mor.''i«wf' unworldly, and 
yet be a fanatic 

Again ho speaks, of certain pas
sages written with "such doxter-
ous ttfclll that they are apt to fa.i-

•clnato (is by the tricK q,f their 
wording and hypnotize us." 

So'! a good book can do harm 
ns much as a bad book perhaps 
even rnwe " 

One mofo sentence from Dr 
Sperry He says "Thr-Theologica, 
unlike most manuals of mystic
ism, Is wanting In any consider-
.able instruction for tgnrslty IIMI» nt riuc^gnttwHif 
t'ompetehT" souls. "T îe dartng of 
Its arjftimont will not al.ways be 
understood by those who arc un-. 
familiar with tho ground, and Its 
deceptive simplicity lays It open 
to abuse." 

In other words, any one not-a 
professional theologian rending 
the deeper sort or spiritual book, 
neids a guide. In the .Catholic 
Church the guide is the fatner 
confessor the spiritual director. 
How many perso u» of pious .».i-
cllnntlona havo o»en saved from 
fanaticism and even from lirsan-
ity by following the direction of 
lin enlightened confessor, only 
tholr guardian angels linow. Per
haps we may claim that in our 
Church piety leads to mental ab
erration not oner in a thousand 
times" compared with the number 
of tragic cases amongst' Protes
tant sects. 

Well, 04.1 say. I had just been 
rending that book and thinking 
thoso thoughts When 1 picked up 
a newspaper In which wos an ac
count three-quarters of a column 
in length about a fanatical culti.it 
who had Just died Shc.w'ns a 
person of moans. Sne had trough) 
a luuae. built by the elder John 
D. rtockcfollor for his son nml 
had turned it' -into n center of 
pyramtdotogists'' 
ONE PYIMMID 

I confess t never heard that 
one before It fcoes to allow von 
can't know w-ho are your neigh
bor* here In NCJW York Only o 
black or two away we have "An. 
throposophisls" and I nlmutdn i 
bo surprised If there were Methu. 
aalomites within a atones- throw 
But Pyramldologlsta: The Indy 
who cTBttfed tho cult mado it 
seems, a specialty of religtoui 
predictions based upon the mens-
urements of ono of the pyramids 
of Egypt Her language recked 
of piety and prophecy of Israel 
and Jesus and the Coming ot the 
Lold. 

Now I dnrp say she hnd an ed
ucation I have no reason to denv 
that she v 
nor lignts. She said prayer* She 
dressed like n nun. and verv 

ANOPHSR MEXICO 
- S y Graham Greene 

Mr Greene :» a young Catho
lic Englishman, about 35 years 
old. who made a trip through 
Mexico in the spring of 1938, ap
parently en his own. and lived, to 
tell about |b»n this book despite 
dysentery and fever. 

Not everyone v<ho takes this 
_._book_aut of-the Wbrary Is going 

to like It It shows "another 
Mexico" from that of the'usual 
tourist book. It shows a Mexico 
of mosquitoes and withering 
heat, festering vHjnges^_bullet-

dd*n-«ftrfcncS. enTOlsh politi
cians, atheist museums—and docs 
it with the moat uncanny power 
of language that I have come 
across among living writers. It 
may imprcs you in many places 
as being the nightmare of a dys
peptic, so livid are the pictures 
that burn on its pages. 

I recall this one, for instance, 
about the taste of. death in Ta
basco- "The Hideous buzzards 
group themselves on the roofs 
Iljko pigeons: the tiny moron 
and dusty plumage peering this 
way and that attentively for1 a 
bead, 'long neck, masked face, 
death. I counted twenty on one 
roof They IdSked domesticated, 
as if they were going to lay in 
•egg And I suppose oven a bird 
of prey- does, sometime* lay an 
egg- . ' 

But all this dark shading is a 
parable- of something - deeper 
which Mr Ureene sensed with all 
tho powers of his soul. Let-ma 

i iin.s way , 
If our faith wero stronger in 

our hearts, it would bo struggling 
« hundred times a day wiify the 
things we come across as we pass 
through life Despite the fact 
that most of ua- Catholics are 
faithful lo Sunday Mass and the 
Sacraments on occasion, so many 
of us do not think as Catholics, 
or foci as Catholics, or talk as 
Catholics. We see a movie whose 
star is a divorced man or woman, 
and we feci nefdistaste: wo play 
golf on 'a Sunday afternoon with 
a. person who gives no time lo 
G< ' 

Diocesan Recordings 
«m 

A fraternal service tendered by. 
one Knight of Columbus here to 
another In a far western city has 

"Something's wrong with grand
dad" 

The mother slipped into, a 
dressing- gown una followed th*, 
boy Info the bedroom Her father 
la) [n bed, peacefully and voelf-
•trou'.ly snoring 

'Oh' sire explained quietly, 
"there's nothing wiong Those" are 
just snores,' 

'Gtit'* said Ihie youngster, and 
then " H * * do yem turn 'em offr 

' - ' • V»». -

gratitude and p'romisiwg unend
ing prayers for assisting . in 
str«Wghtcnlng out a tangle which 

N J M - M f * . t h e a t e r * ^ ^ g f r S d ? t £ £ 
«Atf_tu» givenTnn. so much spir- h 0 WM iivin/fisVy ,„ a y c o r d x v t t£ 

the requirements of Holy Mother 
the Church. 

S^UlKft desk*** he **** impressed F e a s t D a V S 
i Ifcfetvtolea'th^-y^Otta-a^ 

a'aiii* for 
by the heart 

• i f i ^W* 1 * * WWttar&r ihifr 
* btJiiMM m « *ht> Object 

"'"""' MW9* taken part 

'(fima^bwri-
Con* 

W « J i i * i i * a r . j i i t t g . " , * ^ ' axfermosri *o*» Am ISfg^ 
T*a , * • 

Tlmr»««y, Aug. a.—THK ViiiW 
tsb o r ant. STK^JIKK^ nm% 
•K3S. 

wi«n A*g. *.—s* DosaSltc; 
Jatodafe Aag< ov-THE »E» -

Jt»ltty mm? *-Kv«ry itm' ,1 ... 
S!**^1*!!*!* ^ ' i * nl«t» »»|p**: 

itual consolation that tt is" be 
Hevod well worth)' of recording 
hero. 
"Before drand Knight JUeo.-R-
TJom'Saat or Rbchcaior Coancll. 
Knight* of Columbus, -completed 
his term on July I and turned tho 
gnvel-wjer .td .Grand Knight Jos
eph P, Fjymi, a lrHor had come 
from out in Wyoming- Tfto writer 
of t^e letter was, a Knight or Co-
Itirfljms \Vhb dostring (6 "Sntor'a 
fellgloaSjibrder neeactl a record 
bt hts -blryi and of his Baptism 
frofiwtM* city yhtsro his Wttii 
had\.occuft*d. Qrand ..Knight 

od. and w» do not feel uncom
fortable, wo do our business In 
plnccs whose ethics are bad, and 
seldom give It a second thought 
To put It simply, wo get along 
very comfortably with a godless 
world. 

If this' were always because of 
Christian charity. - one might 
make allowances. But it is hard
ly that It Is Just that we don't 
really feci tho difference between 
oy-schc.i as Catholics and every
body else. It is one thing to show 
kindness to men or women who 
arc living without God or against 
God. wltb the hope that our 
kindness mnv lead them hiick to 
God but It Is another thing "en
tirely to get along with godlesr 
men and women simply because 
w<i don't feci the thousand points 
of friction between them and ir» 

It is. the merit of Graham 
(Ireenc ^tbst he sec^ people not 
as merely ffch or poor clever or 
stupid but as having (!od or not 
having clod To him it Isn't 
money or brains, but the line be
tween grace and sin which makes 
all t^e difference In the world 
between people This is true of 
one of his novels which I have 
read and I nm told It Is true of 
the others. It is certainly true of 
this fascinating book on Mexico 
Most tourists judgo Mexico, not 
by Its hist religion, but by its du
bious material, gains, and with 
ro.se-colorcd glasses they discount 

"" r c*""" . ;u " P " Y ' "» -h»^p—.U«*»..n..iu un.! II.'..-
i 0 0 o-*< !*0" l i"* t u seedy drnbncss which they see 

Mr Greene sees the tragedy of 
.Mexico s lost religion, and uses 
the drabness as a symbol of its 
godlesancas. 

I know of no modern book In 
which the contrast between Good 
and Evil is so dramatically, even 
painfully, drawn. 

Consider t lm onCj 
"Look through the wiridows of 

the Workers' Syndicate tn Villa-
hcrmosn and there on tho wall of 
the l.:tlV lecture -room are pic-
t u n - of hate and cynicism a 

'crucified woman with a lecher
ous friar kissing her feet, a priest 
tippling with the wine of the 
Eucharist n n n t h e r receiving 
money at the altar from a starv
ingLc<niplc^Thjv=gri_adaAr*feJ£== 

- uuijigntu in great bold poster col
ors, and one's mind goes back to 
the picture teaching of-the _Au-
gustinian friars. With them at 
any rate the lesson of punishment 
was followed by the lesson of 
•love. But this hate- ono cannot 
believe It wilt be succeeded by 
anything at-al l . It poisons the 
human wells, like rats we shriv
el Internally, suck water- with a 
frantic thirst and swall and die5." 

Or this one: 
"rlero the weekly religious 

class was being held for poor 
girls, domestic servants 'and tho 
like. The priest talked to them, 
gently, with many. _inlu!s-=ihey-
weira' HT the catacombs, learning 
tho dangerous lessons of modesty 
and love. He was'an intellectual 
with a European doctorate in 
philosppiiy. but \vorjjnade_und:er 

probably sho was what a good 
many would call pious, i am suro 
her followers considered her n 
"mystic " But nono the less, she 
was a fanatic Goodness and 
piety and prayer and education 
will not save one from fanatic-
Ism Without a guide in the spir
itual llfo, any one of us could go 
daffy VVc need a father co» 
fessor or a spiritual adviser for 
more reasons than one. He 
shrives us from our sins, hut he 
also saves us from lunacy 

So. Dr. Sperry do>es weU to 
warn his readers against tho 
tricks that even a good spiritual 
boon i=ta play us He -should have 
gone on to commend the wjsdoin^ 

urcn, which 
with a Living Voice warns ua of 
the dangers of Hie printed page 
oven of tho masterpieces of de
votional titernture yes even of 
the Bible 

'Copyright. 1039 XC\Vt \> 

npm i i n 

Had this niaji_ffilio-J*»d-left--rris-- -slamilng easy between very dif-
>>'i»iit"' « t t n »>. H . . . H . . _ . n _ n ^ i ^_ f(\ ihM<n^ m l m l k - k n <i*atk l i t f K » V > A ^ • HSTTvc" city so many -years ago 

not have had tho fnctltfie's of the 
national- order of tho Kntghls of 
Coinmbiis it would-have/boon Jar 
more difficult for him to have 
reached the state of contentment 
he now finds Jfimsolf in. Tills.is 
hut one of the many services done 
for tholr fellow mcmbers.by the 
Knights of ColnmbuS WfeicJl\v«cn 
added up make an iinprcssive 
j-eeord. 

* * » SoMatrt located the; oUnnr in«iV« .»-,-.., . , ,.. „ ,., 

*atmre art ssa f iM^uss- i ^g^^^ 

fcrerit minds; he was like a be
loved officer going the round of 
his company In the trenches. 
Outside" la-the town -somewhere 

was the Government agent; 
they 'were violating tho Constitn-1 

tlorf! the whole buildirigvvould be-. 
confiscated. He spokff very quiet
ly, never raising his voice—ho 
gave the effect of great cohir- . 
donee and great love. One 
thought of tho. bhiCGhinncd pcjls-
t!cla»s on the balcony, the lead
ers a t tho state, With their oyes 
on t he m.ain ch'ahce, the pistols 
on their hips, with no sonsfe' of 

W W * soakl not reeaO in- . ^ m p g ^ W B ^ * * ^ * 1 

4j i^H3t t^ ta- far . iwa been -feW "»»'«nouy> to eat 
-tll!ife5i,'#r*« .KWiihi ;»ain\Sattt, 
'««idt«'*'A^'»titfc-'iti*'#ii3t- -ef SfflL" 
«)inu!daeD- In tff* ^^h i ty w"h*tl 
th«-.;««*#otft«w&tvit«4. ii*«a .-aiia -< 
fflnalb? .disBOver** that th* »• 

•0m-m& ««*»** Veew- -baipfcltid 
ttl-t Gsxwolte Cnuroh, butftn otio. 
. jtbtih^wn mm Rom*-. Mk „ „ . .. 
w»^ .co-SifoiJuhlcated to the> knifht hurden, 

Jn .WoSsini ridllictaniWlbiJt datl-
^II*..^"'jfert«iMr»ljt» could " ""' ' 

' S*y persons who c«rt carry on 
In tho Sfahop'* Campaign tor 
eteah titawtiire; during these 
torrid suntmer roonths can be de-
mended upon "to do thoto part in 
"th* campsiign when the -weather 
doest.not present aa added 

* * * > * -

f i t t hint!'*. 

2-Ji 
«-j3w; 

the; dsi!^ drudg»ry>-Mt; th'ey h*d 
a leader-" they could trust, they 
wore Abt aici» ^ , tJutaide was 
complete Irresponsibility «J. waves 
of It breaking over a countryside 
—lawless roads, the reversed 
signpost, the desert pressing* 
in . . ," 

And' this lbttm.bn.ail master-
piice: • . 

"The vyorid Is aft of a piece, of 
engaged everywhere -
subterranean titug-

t ihy. i i tutral 
no one *v*r obi 

*rj>*a W« tra*tl«». between the 

Readers' Opinion' 
T3T 

The *Hoax' Repeated 
EDITOR. 

f The CATHOLIC COURIER: 
Mis** Dorothy Thompson, fa

mous w-omaw columnist who 
writes with such hysterical in
spiration, made the pronounce-
inen» not long ago that b«, /j jn 
-he authoritarianism of K.si'l.i 
mi the totalitarian 3i» of ',er-
n.iiii all Intelligent Catlolicb 
»':. t becoming more jmd more 
Inclined to look with ktadJieu on 
tho former. She gave aa the rea
son for thia the fact that the 
Bolos a re gradually emerging into 
an enlightened state of benevo
lent democracy in which the ab
sence, .of spirituality can eventu
ally be filled in, yhcreas the Hit
lerite doctrine is dragging Ger
many farther and farther back 
ln(o ihe dark'ageB by setting up 
a Nordic «ntl-Chrlst. 

Ju^i where Miss Thompson un
earthed this newsy little ttd-blt of 
fatholirity's growing friendly at
titude concerning communism is 
unknown. -There has b>en "no 
poll to prove her statement and 
jio known manifestations on the 
part of Catholic leaders to lend tt 
credence, so we must assume that 
she is sailing along on her old. 
familiar tack; namely, believing 
so hard what she wants most to 
believe that it eventually be
comes fact in her mind and is 
rrmted as such 

But to get down to actual cases 
IJ the purpose of Mils-letter We 
agree wHfi Miss Th'ompson that 

. tho Druld-IIke worship of the 
swasltka-salaamers is 'repugnant 
to right-thinking; Catholics the 

_»nrld aver.--On --the oUitfr hand 
the "authoritarian benevolence' 
and ne^ly discovered "democratic 
idealism" .of Russia Is Just as re
pugnant . nnd for the simple 
reason that there Is no benevo
lence nnd -assuredly no signs of 
an awakening democracy What 
Miss Thompson aces Is a card
board front, 100 per cent, sham, 
thit makes an Ideal theatrical 
prop for furthering the Red 
Cause Russia is famous for Its 
theatrics and the hypocritical 
skit they aro now playing to a 
full house- with typical Cossack 
srusto reminds one of a familiar 
skit played for Cntherlne. the 
Great In ' the, 18th Century. If 
you arc not familiar with this al
most unbelievable episode that 

. has often been referred to as "the 
greatest horix in history" allow 
me to dlsgress -over Its major 
points. 
PKKIWIlEI) A 'FRONT 

It seems that % 1783 Catherine 
quietly annexed the Crimea and 

• wMhing to develop the country 
sho sent her lover. General Fo-

, tcmkln. to -fulfill the task It was 
a task that appealed to Potcmkln 
He embarked on » hundred mag
nificent projects new fac
tories rorfcts, harbors, ships . 
and wrote glowing letters to 
Catherine describing his miracu
lous progress Catherine m s so 
nmiucd nt his success Ui creating 
a fruitful province out of barren 
aleppc-land that she decided to 
visit the plneo and sec for her
self PoteniKln. when he heard 
the ne»S. found himself in some
thing of a Jam. for all the proj
ects he had described as com
pleted existed only on paper 
Happily this dtdn t balk him in 
the least so he quickly made 
plans to receive bis queen and 
'how her the non-existent u-on-
•ilers he had described 

Villagers .uorc ordered to re
paint their houses (they painted 
only-the wnlh far'ng the street1, 
artificial trees were raised to 

—JI&P**«—•unsliiiily spu'ls! broken-
down roofs were repaired with 
painted cardboard, imitation tiles, 
and the populace forced to wear 
Its best efeihes aind its best 
sratlcs. Only tho well-fed were • 
allowed to cheer in the streets 
when the queen rode oy. The 
under-nourished,, tho sick and the 
starving were made to stay hid
den in their homos under penalty 
of death if they showed their 
emaciated faces. 

Catherine, used to seeing just 
such emaciated, hostile faces, 
misery and hunger.. and truth 

In tho Crimea, was pleased 
with this new sccn> created for 
her benefit. "Is npj my little 
household prettily furnished'" 
she asked the French ambassador 
who accoiaiianled—hcg^-=-^-^ 
SAME DfPLJCTrY 

The Russia of today is the 

asked wide-eyed; admiring tour
ists being taken, over reittrieied 
routes established solely for their 
benefit, "la not Russia getting; to 
be A great champion of democra
cy?" Communists of all nations 
are now asking their jislUfelt 
countrymen. : " 

Yes, the more one consider* it 
the more surprising it becomes at 
the ease with which Russia dupes 
the intelligentsia of Miss. Thomp
sons Ilk. Dupes them with the 
same • gaudy trappings, tinseled 
trimmings, and paste-board cov
er-ups used so successfully by 
Potemkln a hundred and fifty 

. years ago, * 
There Is still another point In 

Miss Thompson1* "logical" Bus. 
sian discourse that should be con-
sidcred. I refer to the myth that 
spirituality in Russia can ba 
filled In. whereas the Hitler-wor
shipping populace of Germany 
are just so many lost souls to be, 
dlsSounUd on Hf«'#- scoreboard. 
When evenly matched we find 
that Germany's spiritual life . . i 
discounting the mockery of tho 
state religion . . . is still far ahead 
of anything Russia has to offer. 
Despite terrific pressure brought 
to bear oh them, over 2J.0O0.OOO 
German Catholics still attend 
Mass regularly, and over 40.000.-
000 German Protestants adhere 
strictly to the tenets of their 

. faith. 
Oh. no doubt there* is spiritual

ity in Russia, too. The obscene 
and revolting services before the 
tomb of the embalmed Lenin are 
faithfully .carried out by- trta 
Belo party .nembers. Not only 
that but thrs shrunken tin god 
with the Van Dyke beard and 
the pretty red rasket has • suc
cessor who is also In the process 
Of being deified. The successor's 
name is Josef Stalin and if there 
is any doubt as to his eventual 
deification one need only quota 
the high-sounding phrases from 
various Russian newspapers that 
arc paving the way. As an ex
ample we have the following Idol
atrous hymn published In the 
Moscow Pravads, August 28. 
1936 
O great Stalin. O leader »f the 

peoples. 
Tfiou who brougbtcst man to 

birth. 
Thou who fructlfiost the earth. 
Thou who restorest the cen-

} turles . . ."" 
and tto on. In a shocking, unholy* 
chant 

This apotheosis of Stalin la so 
nearly complete that even the of
ficial -atheism Is religious In its 
attitude. The faintest doubts e\-
pressed • -o*p-eTfly~by cynical Com-
munlsts that Lenin and Stalin 
sprang from a purely earthy ori
gin, even as you and t, is looked 
upon as blasphemy. 

As Eugene Lyons, former chief 
United Press " Correspondent in 
Moscow and a one-time Party 
sympathizer, recently put it: 
Nor ore these 'the poems glori

fying Stalin' merely poetical ex
uberance. The feeling behind it 
is indisputably religious, mys'ttcal. 
on a rarefied plane of experience. 
Even in cold prose the name of 
Stalin Is almost always written 
in capital letters In the Soviet 
press . The dally newspapers 
do not hesitate to refer tb htm 
as "Stalin, our sun" . . ." 

This. then, is the benign state 
'n which Miss Thompson believes 
the absence of spirituality can 
eventually be filled in. It will 
probably please Miss Thompson 
no end to learn that this spiritu-
ality has already h*"i fillfd l n « 
hollow, mock religion in which a 
preserved corpse and « beady-
eyed, expressionless butcher are 
the chief ikons, 

Ve?y truly Yours. 
EDWIN G SATJERS 

WHY? 
SlnNilWMllMfltni 

-Cots-Buals-a - »• CkOcksd? 

Crimea of yesteryear on a more 
magnificent scale. "Is not my 
house prettily furnished?" Stalin 

two eternities of pain and1- God 
knows the opposite of pain, not 
we. It is a Belgium fought over 
by friend and enemy alike: there 
is no peace anywhere jvherc-there 
Is human life: but "there are. I 
told myself, quiet and active see-
tors of the line. Russia. Spain. 
Mcxico-»therc"a no fraternization 
on Chrlstmas_ morning. la.those, 
-parts.-Tbs Tlorror may be the 
same, it is sjrji .Intrinsic part of 
human life Jn-every place- it at
tacks you in the Strand' or the 
tropics; but where the eagles are 
gathered together it is not un
natural to expert to fintf the Son 
of Man as well. So many years 
have passed inBneIand«3'fnce the 
warhegan betwoett-faith and an
archy we live In an ugly indif
ference. Over here lay the grave 
of Pro, Tabasco with every 
church destroyed, . and Chiapas, 
where the Mass was forbidren. 
The advertisements for aerated 
waters and patent medicines line 
the-'modern highway which leads 
to the- front line and the tourists 
go back and .forth, their cars 
tadon with se'fa.pcsr and big hats, 
and their minds sprightly with 
iiie^J.egtiid--ot a^happy*'anil~T*i<g=J 

turcsque Mexico." 
Mr. Greene does not spare his 

reader*'. Some people I know 
would be depressed no end by 
this uncanny book: let them keep 
away from it. ' Arid the merely 
morbid sHouTS" Seepi away, ton: 
there Is not raacb of their brand 
of horror Bat If goodness means 
something more (hah Poh/anna 
to you. if i t means the boon os*«r 
which Heaven and Hell axe 
gripped in battle, this bbok wiO 
ring lilte a bogle call In your 
memory. <*» tiie-tV 18. library} 

'Quotations thrtu-rh the cour
tesy of the Viking Preas.1 

Krv. n*t*Aict mhmu*l ... 

» Can 
' How? 

Communism cannot be checked 
unless the forces of Christianity 
unite and present s'unified front 
against its spread. Pope Pius XI 

—ia-his-recenl encyclical, "Al 
tic Communism." has pointed out 
the only way in which this end 

.maj be achieved-' 
It is an admitted fact that the 

only organization in the world to
day able to cope With Com-mtn.-
Ism Is he Catholic Church. In 
proof of this assertion, let mo 
quote from an editorial in the 
Saturday Evening-Post of April 
24. 1037. entitled "Red Spots in 
Canada." After, enumreating the 
tremendous growth of Commun: 
ism in Canada tho editorial goes 
on to say; "Tho French-Canadian 
Youth Movement and the influ
ence ~of the Catholic Church have. 

- j»ade~ CflnnmrmsTff ifnpotent" in 
Quebec, but elsewhere it is mili
tant" 

I Five Years 

g — m the die?, o! the 
1 CATHOLIC COURIER 

Prom July 26. 1M4, Edition 
' Spurred by a letter from Arch
bishop Mooricy to'be read in all 
churches of diocese, members of. 
Rochester Diocesan Holy Name 
Union stood ready to launch a 
diocesan-wide circulation cam
paign for the C A T H O L I C 
COURIER 

* * .* 
_ T h c Rev,.Antoai-^-anoaii-Bf-iltff 
"Paris Foreign Mission Society, 
stopped in Rochester enroute 
from' Japan to Paris to visit 
Archbishop Mooney. whorn the 
missionary had met 14' years pre
viously m Japan, 

Members of th* Catholic-^ea-
,tral Vertin of America arid Na-
tiflaal Catholic Women?;* Union 
wtu-e busy arranging for the com
ing of their national conventions 
to Rochester In August, 

* * » 
Pledges in the Legion of De

cency campaign pooted in to 
Chancery to total 53.000 adults 
and 25.000 children and more »ti!l 

..being- MwaiveoV.' t ' 

% '^m 

-i 


