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A Familiar Scene in the Past

PR — - e

.,

4s common an the early days of American his-

tory as u 15 consprcuously absent

ture of an early trading post. Simple, in construc-
tion and built wuh a feww pine boughs. these rude

early traveler
now s this pic-
haostile Indians

sheliers served as the sole haven of rejuge to the

gors northward to Barrie op T ake Sim
coe and thence to Orilha which s
cighty milea {from Toronte on the nar
rows between T.ake Simeoe and [ake
 auchiching. which narrawa  were men
tieened as the place of fish weirs by
{ hamplain 1n 1615 Laaing northwest

ward from Orilha wn the “New High
way and within four milea wae the
ate af Cahiague  prinapal village of
the  Arendaronons tnhe of the Huron
nation {ahague 1« the Huron village
rare  (hamplain’s Works)  where
1615 Champlain waited for the asem

Lling of the Harans and thear allirs bhe
foore going o attack the Oneida fort at
Noae halls Pand  on Yatesuille Hill an
the town of Feaner Madison ( ounty
New York  rSome think thie Oneida
Fort was a few miles farther weat )

From (ahaigue Champlain  dis
patched Stephen  «Etenned  Brule on
that momentous journey whic b hraught
hirmn  after monthe of {nrest travel ta a
Seneca village within 30
miles of Rachester New York

Brule the first French
record to thia  Rochester  region e
buried near ( ahiague Fvidences of a
poassble rathier Dutch visitor to western
New Yotk of date 1614 mav be {ound
m Documents Relating to Colonial His
torv of New York, Vol T mape at pp.
8 and 14

When Father le Movme arrived at
t abagur 1in 1638, the inhabitante were
st111 talking about Champlain and were
pratsing hie self restrained character

€ ontinning 1o survey old  Hurona
we  proceed through Vietorng Harbour
to Midland where s Jocated the rumn
of O1d Fort Ste Marie designed 10 1641
by St leaac Jogues, and paid for by
the great Cardinal Richelien of Franee
Within the fort enclosure  are the
charred bones. in a grave, of Saint Jran
de  Brebenf and  Saint Gabriel Lale
mant  On the hill is the Shrine of tle
Martvrs merlooking the aparkling blue
waters of Georgian Bav in ome direc
tion, and the vallev of the Wve River
in the other Westward on the highway
1= Penetang Wishene which was the
first landfall of Champlain 1615 Nat
tawasaga River is where St. Noel Cha
banel was martvred. near Penetang
Wishene and thence on toward the mis
sinnts bevand Owen Sound pa<sing the
land reaching bavs of Georgian Bav
and the long lake reaching paints By
going 0 miles west an the highwav
froem  Orillia we have croseed ‘old
Huronia It might well be called the
Provinee of Ontario’s holv land

Ceomg hack to CAHI A GUA pear
Baze lake and tn Jeanit Relations Vol
XX p 19 which aava, “This 15 where
the late  Monsieur de  Champlain
sapped longest on hic vovage that he
maele up here 22 vears ago Hia honor
able reputation for chastity <till lives
among the Indians We do not have to
bluch for him as we do for other
recreant Frenchmen who came here "

This vear having fmmg& ourselves
strong cnough we placed a  mission
therr which has three villages in its
department. St. Jean Baptiste. St
Joachim and Ste. Elizabeth. Of thesr
St. Jean Baptiste has been, identified as
Cahiague near Bass Lake The author
visited a Huran «ite near Bass Lake
Julv 5 1938. Several possible sites
near Bass lake are indicated in a2 let
ter from Mr. C. H Hale of the Orillia
Packet and Times. The other two are
sappased to be on North River, dutlet
of Bass Lake. but See JESUIT RE.
[LATIONS VoL XX, notes 1 and 20
an unplowed forested land where there
are many remains of village sites,
makes identification uncertain. “Of

aemewher~

viator  of

Antoine Damel
Danielr  and

these missions Father

tnow  Saint Antame

Father S~imon 1o Movne have had the,

While the misston of <t Fhz
abeth 18 included 1n this group as
Huron elsewhere in the Jesuit Rela
tions 1t i shown ta be a village of Al
gonaguns wha had taken refuge among
the Hurons from the herre attacks of
the Traquors

The care of these
mirant that thees twn missmaries must

vare

three  sillages
learn twe Indian languages Huron and
Algonqun which are not at all abke

Thear serices on Sunday  probably
started with serv carhy morning Mase
at St Jean near Basa lake  Sinee
- hurch belle were too heasy to lug on
1 man« hack over the more than thirty
portages {rom Montreal reconant braes
kettlés were used which were hung n
trees near the pole and hark chapel
Theer were aounded instrad  of bells
Promptly at the eloar of the srrviee
Father 1e Mosne, if thia was hie tarn
ta gn would come harrving out of the
<hapel and walk rapidls ta a canoe
with an Indian paddler waiting at the
T ake shore In a amall knapsack, he
might rarry some food 1o uae in casr
he was delaved by starm or accident
hetween villagea  Along with the foad
he would need to carry some heads or
~mall thinkets. or lumps of sugar tn
«ateh the attention of women and chil
dren a breviarv a crucifix and other
articlea of worship. and a jack knifr.
a pistol for bears and wolves was taken
wn a modern Sundav trip of this kind
A pistol. however might cause sue
picwn of hostile intent when Fr e
Maovne reached the villages so that f
he carned a pistol he would need
. onceal it

Bronze rehgious finger rings. such as
are frequently found on Iroqueis mis
sion sitee, did not come intn nee until
1660  And since the Horons were
driven from their countrv in 1649 be
fore Jrauit rings came into use. the
are nat found n the Huron country

After the canoe ride there was a Jong
walk on the stoney floor thrnugh the
immense forest  After miles of walk
ing an odor of life and death wae
wafted through the forest. This odar of
an Indian iillage was offensive almost
sickening to Father 1. Movne when
firat he had to endure it, but as time
went on the odor became so blended
with memoniea of the poignant drama
and tragedv of the Huron mission, that
when far away, rven a faint trace of
«wuch an ador brought longing to his
heart and thoughts which lav toa deep
for tears. just as ta war veterans some
adore are alwave transfigured intn the
thrabbing picture af the love and death
nf enmrades

After officiating at a service in the
swcond village same hospitable Indian
might offer Father Le Movne a meal
nf fish, cometimes fresh canght. seme
times rancid Rancid fish was a flavor
which the Indians estermed just as we
esteemn decaved dried milk in some
forms of cheese  Disgust in  some
things is largelv a matter of custom.
Squashes, blue berries. and raspberries,
and poonded corm might be had in sea-
eon. Doubtless. 1 missionary with such
a strenuaus Sabbath day's work might
break his fast at this time. Moose meat,
venison, beaver, also rabbits and squir-
rel “and sach small deere™ would be
available in season. Again would come
another long walk through the forest.
with streams to cross on fallen trees or
or tn be waded. Ten. twenty ar even
as much ss thirty miles journey would
be necessary for the day’s work. Such
endurance of severe travel won the

throm Archives of the (anadian

Gorernment, taua, (Lanada.)

heartsa of the lndians who of necessity
had Jrarned to estrem hardibood as the
chief manly svirtue  An old Canadian
of a later time whom the
knew to walk filty milea
or five wervices between Fra
Manday marning

missonary
writer used
with {our
day afternoon and
The ancrent Huronia was part of his
parish  Father [+ Mavne had no fear
nf those diseanes which are the bane of
a widentary academic life

Chapter VI
LA CONCEPTION
AIDED

About this tme  Father [+ Moyne
waa called upon to help in a4 fourth
village called Fa ( onception, the Huron
name of thia village was OSSOSSANE. *

PJFSUTT RFIATIONS INDEX. Vo

EXXIT p 26

“It 1a gn thie willage that the Rev
errend Father lalemont has been accu
pied  thia  winter (1640 1641 with
Father 1+~ Movne™ [t 10 very hikelv
that this T a Conception among the

Hurons waa the forerunner of the 1a
(Conception
at Rochester Junction This may be
true because when the Senecas and
other Iroquois wrecked Huronia. thev
hrought manv captives whom they en
slaved to  their villages One Seneca
princess  had “more than 20 slaves.”
Same of theer alavea were Joyal Chris
tions and  held the hope of heaven
which Father e Movne and his cnl
lragues had taught them ta he therr
chief treasure mm bfe St Michael. the
villagr nn Mud (reek two miles rast
of Holeomb in the town of Faat
Bloomfirld. Omtarin County New York,
1 definitely known ta he such o name
mported  from  Huronia by Huaron
Christian. captives  T.a Conception of
the Senecae« mav verv well have con
tained wnme Chnstian Harons who n
childhood  had  bheen  canverted by
Father T.e Movne in connection with
la Conception We imagine these spir-
iual children of Father [+ Moyne wait
ing in lonelv exile here, clinging to the
name La Conception
the first € hristiane in Western New
York The storv of the Huron Mission
19 neceasarv to a logical understanding
of Jesuit missions within the present
arrg of the Diocrse of Rochester It
alo is a necessarv approach to New
York State history

There  waa hardship 0 the long
walks between the Indian  village
parishes of Father Le Mavyne especial

lv 1n winter when ne canoes could ba

used on the lakes "“We walked in the

deep snow om the lake.” wrote ane of

theee hardy missionaries  The snow
was 30 deep that there wad water on
top of the ice of ‘the
blarkrt of enow. despite the violent
wind and bitter enld. A little while
before an  Indian crossing this same
lake lost his life in the wind and cold

The noble heroism ef a young Huron
man is told in the reeords of Hurenia.
He and his sister wege caught in a bit
ter cold winter storm. a long way from
home, He was clad in a large bear
skin. His sister was less than half clad
in a beaver skin. He exchanged cloth-
ing with his sister. She reached camp
alive. Her brother perished, He was
not a Christian. The missionaries im
ply by this story that there was inborn
nobility of character in these Horons,

and that the effort to convert them wae #%
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(Comntinued onn Page 8

t1668 16831 of the Senecas
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They offered lutle resistance to the
marauding wolf or to some unexpected attack of
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We were brought up 1o follow 1ts
ngid demands
It 1s Quality that lengthens the life ‘
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