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The** birch-bark cmnocs wvtd <u the sole, means nl voyagers shootint the St. Lawrence Rapids. 
of travel to iht tarty explorers. Whether they Heir lives depended on their shtl in guidtng the 
tcould return or not a»*u never known, yet they ike large war canoe. (Photo lumuhed by Pubhc 
pushed on teilh a courage and determination that Archives, Canadian Government, Ottawa. Canada. » 
could only result in success. Shown here It a group 
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Jesuits, therebye (iking t h e wobble out 
of thai* H I left, ho n o t i c e d thai mini 
of the building! of Q u e b e c were of 
rough, unhewn log*, A f ew nl ilir 
eScial building! of goira-r-ninrnl mil 
religion were mors e labora te . A mill 
tary outlook surmounted t h e hill three 
hundred foot above the river TIIK 
view eaespt for the town a n d the riser 
waa fares! in every d i r e c t i o n . Forest 
in (act from Arcllo waters o n llio north 
to the Gulf ot Mcilco o a the wulli. 
tnd fram ths Ailinite O c r i n to llio 
Mlnlialppl Rher. 

'Re*. Jacques Btaadom, o/ I'irli 
Ftvtcr. Clou o/ 1938. CM*atr\U<h 
tittt Divinity School. 

A fcbohrty young Ptwrachmen' re 
ccntly •tallying In Roches ter , nknl i 
•ioten litnet, ?Aml w»» t t i i * country 
sSS rW^3^. and now ail K™3Q? ^"V 
wuta fa l t" Yci, this d e n u d e d court 
try wss «H forctt in Ft ther IJS Moyno't 
time. The wiyi of trawl wrro by ca 
sets on t i n t s tnd Ultra o t by Imlitn 
carry path* or portagrs through the 
wood*. Men were lb* onl'y carrlcn on 
portages. There m « no p a c l t animal*. 
Indiana north of Mrtlco hxd no horiM 
Oat of this manful toil i s a s come a 
legendary Wrong man who csamird ittch 
a load that it puihrd h i s fcot down 
kiwp-deep tn aolid rock C3o9er to fact 
U a load of TOO ponndji crarrlrd oni* 
tmie bv a champion of tH*» Hutl̂ on'i 
Bar Companv 

WHhont waiting in Qnrfe*-c to Ifarn 
the IndUn language. Fath«-T l.e Moyno 
waa ncnt to the Huron c o a n t r r . *hiri> 
in cor&pany with other J*»mUi »ho 
were already there, he w o u l d learn most 
rapidly. Two othor FrcndiTncn went 
with him. He did learn rapldlv and 
well. In the command oC the Huron 
Iroquoi* language and i n Algonquin. 
only Father Jacqiir* B r a r a a . later of 
the Mohawk*, was his c^rtial among 
more than 300 Jesuit missionaries of 
New France between 1611 arnd 1800. 
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The usual way of trave-1 i n the 17th 
century over the 150 miles fTom Quoheo 
to Montreal waa on the r i v e r by ihal-
lop, a cail boat small e n o u g h to tack 
and navigate In plarea w b # r e the river 
was le»« than a mile wide . 

The L a Chine Rapids w h a c h tush by 
the western aide of Montrea l Taland ate 
the l««t mmulttious d e s c e n t of tlin 
waters of Lake Ontario toward tide 
level in the great river. T h e s e rapid* 
atop all sailboat navigation a t Montreal. 
These rapida also were o n e of the nat
ural causes which tended1 t o detour the 
wcsSwawl course of Frenei* Empire in 
America tip the Ottawa Rivrr ami 
toward the agriculturally profitless re
gions north of the upper O r e a l lakes. 
ijtake Huron and L a k e Supetlor.i 
There were * iloten p l a c e s on the up
per S t . Lawrence River C«a iy in | with 
the *ta«e of ilte water) a fcove the La 
Chine Rapid* whtre c a n o e pattlei go
ing: t o Lake Ontario m u s t wade and 

d r a x ttielr canoes upilrram or walk 
through th* forrit lisndlcajrp««d bv 
tWavy burilena. Canoe parttr* attnmpt 
i n s , 0 travel thi» part of llie S i l a w 
rrxwrc Illvrr. w^re in danger of captur* 
a n d torture bv the Mohawk* a n d nthrr 
Iroquois, making St lawrrne*- ftirrr 
travel abate Montreal ilangrraa* and 
to IM> avulileii. if puilblr Th*» flttawa 
Rnret was thr way tn llie Aljpo«v<Tuint 
a n d flurnot whom ibr Frenrh had 1M-
frt«^vded In befriending lh*» Horoo* 
tha. Frenrh had galnrtl that h«««ti!itv nl 
i h ^ lrni|uois which had matfc New 
Franrc s IragfdTr Mufh of lhi» life nl 
Fathrr le Mome was In heal th ia hot 
t t l t tv and ahatr tint Iragedv At fir«l 
though Kalhrr I e Movne trrnt up the 
O t t a w a Illvrr t n the Itllmnn 

There were a few log huildinar* and 
a log trading post hut no orgrantxrd 
emnmunlh where mm Montreal, the 
r i t v of a million people now aland* 
V o t i c e on a m a p bow II the northwest 
ê rad of Montreal UUnd th« Clttawa 
Fti-wer enters Irs enflee brown water* 
f low a long diaKtanre Into the *i£v blue 
*»» lawrence River without btVndina 
T h e Ottawa River Maltawa Rrwer and 
I^ake NlpUxinsr arrlei nf water* make 
a n almost divert HOP nf travel to the 
u p p e r Orcal I akes and thenoe to 
riamrgian Dav and the land of the 
H o r o n i 

FVohablr at the trading po*t o f Moo 
trea l . Father 1 e Mnvne engaare«i pad 
dle^ra to take htm up die Ottawa t" 
Horonia Plenrv nl fnnd for a long 
wilderneti |nurnei wa» prnvide-rl **d 
*tc-e frnm espervenred wildeme^.-* env 
aarer* a< lo ahelier nnd beddivta wa< 
he-c-«ied Ml erruipmeni was parked up 
*o that It wonM he raffled on portag'-*. 
l i f t e d in and r»*st nl ranoes a n d kept 
«afe from damajre bv rain The canoes 
w e r e much like the Cannes we n o w see 
at ranoe liverie* at »ummer rewort* 
B u t instead of canvas enverinxj. hirch 
h a r k was used Cannes Id to 2P feet 
torts* and 24 to %2 lnche« wide, which 
w o u l d carry three nt (nnr m e n and 
the ir baggage, weighed trnm ISO to 100 
pounds and could he rnrrled inverted 
o n paddlea reating mi the shoulder* of 
o n e man Ther croilil he easUv handled 
in dodging the rocks In rnpld« and in 
avoiding trees In the narrow p a t h s of 
thV uncleared forest Birch hark Conors 
w e r e thejirlncipal vehicles of trave l for 
m o r e than two centuries tn t h e vast 
l a k e dotted restions ol North America 

With a fricndlv breeie Mowing the 
frajtrancr of the pine, h.iKsm a n d cedar 
foneal Into his nostrils and earrving 
avray the unwashed smell of the Indian 
paddlers. Father t.e Mnvne found him 
ae-lf rscated down on the floor of one nf 
th*-«e hark canoe* with hi* b a r k rem 
injr against a pack ol baggagce The 
I-a,ko of tbo T w o Mountains h a d been 
p a s s e d and the long reaches of the Ot 
t a w a River were ahead. With a throb
b i n g rhythm of steadv paddling:, his 
c a n o e moved forward along w i t h the 
o t h e r canoes of the flotilla. T w o other 
Frenchmen were with him In t h e other 
canoes . At nijr;ht his paddlem put up 
w i t h another Indian camp and! traded 
w i t h the Indians in the camp. Father 
L e Moyne saw food being given to the 
s trange Indiana, hut could no t apeak 
t h « language well enough to protest 
t h a t the food which be bad provided 
w o u l d be only sufficient for the journey. 
A f t e r ««w»l days of travel, his Indians 
s a i d that the food was all gone a n d that 
t h e y wore not going farther u n t i l they 
h a d spent some time hunting a n d fish-
ina*. So his Indians left him encamped 
o n a sand point in the river without 
provisions and beyond all c h a n c e of 
g o i n g forward o r back to friends. 

Chapter IV 

LE MOYT>srE IN 

HURONIA 

K\ night i>n this tan«i point on th«* 
Ottawa R o n Father I *- Mntnr could 
hear ihi* wol%*»« miring the hnnf[f*r cr» 
of thr isrlMrrnr** \ brnoi l nf h l u e 

ht-rnna in a nr«t in « tall pinr Ire** chat 
trrrH no ice IT at dawn Thr pinr \rre*» 
whttpPTPit In thr lummcf hrrrfr. « 
faint rippling louml in thr fiver ipakr* 
of thr irs.i*™ *parrhing f«»r their bounH 
|r«« (IpitinT in thr far awn* ocean 
Thrw Koundit wrr* lo«t in thr va»t Ion<* 
Iv tilrnrt* Thrn after wt*eiti of waft 
ing. thr fla«l) of a *rrt pmlillr blade 
wtt« tern far down the river K flotilla 
of rano**« wan returriinjr tn Ifurnnia 
The lonrh *tgil on the »>-an(J |»oint wa» 
oTrr HappT ihouU. po*he<, hack the 
rnitthina; mlrncr Grateful woni* ro«e 
up to heaven Imtn Fatbe-r I «* Mnrne*« 
ltp«. No other mrrow could havr been 
tn great for him as that he ibould rji** 
nswlcM to the aerHr* of Cod. fuat he 
fore rntrring It 

Other hartlv voung m*-ii will rr(otre 
in he.ng harrl* rn making the c&no* 
trip from the upper Ottawa River wvat 
waf»1 through the Vfatfa»a River t<» 
Troat fake. Portagr* at the Prnrincfal 
Iftghwav north of (^allandar thr home 
of thr famou* quintnplrtu, thrnce 
throiigh hroaii I ake Nipt««lng and 
down thr French River e*a«t thr Indian 
reservation whrr*> l ive the1 Indian* w h o 
hmlt thr log hou«e re*re>ntlv ocmiired 
bv Reverend FatbeT 7wte*Tlein nn tafce 
\vrnnr. thencr from the1 mouth of the 
French River «onthea*tward to Midland 
and Prnetsng through a maxr of ihirtr 
thousand pranltr inland* It 1« ttill a 
lonrnrv of pad<fling and pot \a$r%. of 
overnight campa with the loonn the 
fivvU and the moon fr*T picture* and 
mu«ic on river* and lake1* It \% n trip 
of firrre down rushing in running 
rapid*, heavy carries and of dcliciou* 
weariness disappearing *low!v at night 
on bed* nf fragrant sprac<\ 'or balsam, 
if von ran get it< wh i l e n haunting 
wind or a fav awav wratrTfall whispera 
of fear and loneliness a n d Yearning and 
mvsterv Jnime invisible "spirit worns so 
near The striving of this lltllr life 
seems so far awav Not all of Father 
l e Movne'i life was labor and Borrow 
The forest was always at hand with it* 
sanctnarv of pence 

Chtpter V 

AMONG THE 

H U R O N S 

h August. 1938, Bernard and Justin 
Brown, stndonts at Iqainax Institute. 
Rochester, follomed part of Father Le 
Moxnt's canoe ronte. They used their 
oien packs and paddles, and their emt 
muscle power. 

"The Arendaronons tr ibe is the most 
eastern nation of the four nations which 
properly arc called Hurons." So wrote 
a scribe of the Jesuits 300 vears ago. 
The location of this tribe may he easily 
reached by auto on good state and 
provincial highways. Beginning at 
Toronto, Canada, a good concrete roa* 
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