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, Pittsford and the swamp at Victor.
"D the basis of these defiles. hisfor-
rans have tried to picce together the

ﬂﬂ? raute of the Denonville march

Behind a scicen of shouts led by

” - Kryn, the great Mohawk, the expe-

dition descended the hill to Ilronde-
quot Creek at Ellison Park. At this
pomt Irondequort Creek could easily
be forded as it flowed in two streams,
The army was mow at the first defile
with 0o .Senccas .present .to contest
the strategic pomnt.

~ Some years carlier (h:s.placc had
been visited by Father Heunepin and
his companions, who took refuge m
the woods to cscape the rioting of
the French traders and Indwand. Thewr

bark chapel 1s commemorated m the

monument erccted on the grounds of
Merey High School

Following landing Road to Fast
-Avenige, the Denonville trail turned
east to follow the line of the present
Barg= Camal  Again  Irondequbit
Creek was crossed at the second de-
file.

So scorching was the heat that even
the Indians wished to call a halt but
Denonville pressed on. Denonville is
msually belittled by chroniclers of this
campaign, but it would appear that he

o y was an able military leader.

Arriving at Allyn’s Creek and East
Averme, Denonville still had the Sen-
ecas guessing as to his ultimate ob-
jective: Victor or Rochester Jumc-
tion. Finally, however, he had to
show his hand and speed up the
march before the Senecas could com-
centrate their forces at Victor.

Leaving the canal area at Bustmell's
Basin, the trail led south along the
LaSalie Road and then over the old
high road to the present site of Vie-
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Those seouts,c who. saw the landmg—

at Sca Breeze, spread the alarm The
Senecas then became alarmed, drank
all the rum wm~the willage, daubed
themselves with warpaint dnd danced
and screeched for several days. Fin.
ally one of the rumners - awakencd
them to the fact that the enemy was
at the gatés.

Panic ensued. Some rushed intn
the wonds, while others ralbed around
a chref-who proposed t0 hnid therr
+art, a mile west of the town The
women were sent inta the eernffeld
to give the mmpression that the town
was inhabited and the Indians wgnor-
ant of their danger )

Here's a version of the ensumg bat-
tle as given by aft aged chief to Mr
O H Marshall- .

“A long while agn, perhaps almost
200 years ago, a ‘large army of
Frénch landed at Irondequest Qur
warriors were all ahsent. fighting m
the country between Eighteen Mile
Creck dnd the Alleghany River Only
the old men and the young boys and
the women and children were at
hame. They collected all the bays
Who were big enough to handle the
club and went to a place where the
clifis shut in the valley of the Gen-
e fiito a long defile through which
.they perceived the enemy intended to
pass.

“Then they rose with a vell which
was answered by the French. A des-
perate conflict ensued The Indians
tad no arrows. nothing bkt the war
club. The Freach Army was so long,
that the rear reached back almost to
the harbor. They tushed on. The
dead fell in heaps. At length the
French wave way, fled to their ves-
sels 'and left the country. Their rout
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