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Defending the Faith

Gad Daoesn’t Coerce Faith
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Whv iant the evidence for the
Cathelic Faith roer:fve” If the
Cardinal Arehdishop of New Vork
were to remove the Statve of Lib.
rrty to Chicago in support of Tis
Maima, Td join the Catholic
Chureh tomorrow and 80 would
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ANSWER

God does not coerce faith Con.
cider thia thesin Th~ evidence
for the Church % wsufficient to
convines any man of goad will
wiho_ ajiproaches the preblem with
ansopen-minded determinatinn to
discover the truth God does not
Bludgeon us into faith

Every Christian  accepts  th's
thesis and it is therefors most un-
reaonable of the skeptic to insist
that @od ehould work n miracie,
the effect of which would be to
tnvalidate a Christian thesis. The
miraculous transnoristion of the
Statue of Liderty would disprove
the Christian thesis that God doss

foy_cperce faith. God works mis. -

acles as credentials for, nes as
rofutitions of. Christian beite?,
“But why,” you sk, “does not
God coerce faith? Tt would take
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how God would behave or w 11
God would desice The ™an whas
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discovers that God doss no! in
pont of fact coerre faith Thit s
a fact, and that fact rema.ne even
f we are unable to explain

Perhaps so " the skept, rughe
rounter  “But 1t would be caste
to accept the fact that Cod dore
nat coorce faith and to rejoc’
the alternative hypothesis that.
the evidence for Christianity s
neithef coercive nor even piauc-
isla if Fou would migxes! ~Gie
reasonabls explanation for (God's
reluctance to furnish comcgletely.
conclusive evidence of H:s Rewe-
Iation.”

Nothing is more dangerous or
more presumptiuaous than to a°-
tempt to expiain God‘s motives. [
wnvariably distrust ‘any  sentenc-
heginning., “God would not” or
“God wonld,” Lhungh I »m ore.
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does” or %God did.” But to those

who dagmatically asse¥f that we ~
attribute Ireationa! conduct to
God, we can reply with a tema.
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