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Wehet's Right With World

Sursum Corda

Manila and The Cangress

By Rev. J. M. Gillis, C.S.P. g

T DN R I L T R S AL R IR

To the ltany of exotic geo-
feal names recdtel in the
of these papers on our pil-

yrimage o ths Euclhiatislic Con-
ress, add now, if you gplase, Yo-
ohama, Koby, Nagasaki Shang-
hat, Honghong. Kowloon and Can-
ton.

It may b o foolishy fancy of
mipe, but to me rAames paint pic-
tures, tell a story. create an at-
mosphere, If [ say, for wample,
New York, Jersey City, Porth
Amboy, Brooklyn, Flatbush~ well,
there you are. But if on the other
hand 1 reclte the fastinating
worcds QGenon, Pisa, Florence,
Rome, Naples, Brindisi, you are
waftad to another wordd, and sot
down in a very difforent mental
and spiritunl pmespher. I R

st: pamen, apecially goograph-
oAl names, aro as potent as the

carpst in The Arablan

m Tales,

8p, the very words Shanghal
¢ Hongkong conjure up in the
imagination plrates, buccaneers,
swwaahbuckliers, scuttled ships,
oplumd  dens, desperadoes, dark
oup advanture, Chinese
I and sampans.  Hangkow,
chow, Ningpo are not words--
they =re sights, sounds, smell
01 course, Hongkomg is now an
orderly British city and Shang-
tal has become n rondezvous of
Buropeans, on inxitation Paris
and London; thy Danking Road
ams to he o combination of the
Rus de Rivoli, Regent Strect and
Broadway.

But I found-as a friend who
had Bved much in Ching grom-
Ind. me I should fimd-that In a
short  “rickshaw ride from the
Bund out along the Bubbling
Well Road, you can find the me-
dlaval  China—diity, noisy, malo-
dorous, ploturesque, quite s Or-
letal ma M the English and she
franchh had never swermed in
from the sea and tr-ied to Buro-
peanize  Shanghai.

o

In these papers we shadl return
to Chins and Japan s tzxddeed wo
did retrzrn after the Co! 5. Wo
willy pouat get to Mani

Yiet v Manil” 'I'hu. wrhs tho
eammmi of the King: In to

Magilfans in 1820 w&m

- Was notidrgr But o swampy itte-
mem, of Mm'oa. Magellan didn't
expstly maks it He got o far

ay Cedu ‘b\n. was killed by the na-
um n attle Spenish,
l:ﬁwm‘, w&m u\:n as m!.tmd

Vef micre then than xow, A loar-
fom, m& tbn;gznﬁ rﬁﬁm

{3 oliaty,. ey e
g’h’ymﬁag ﬁmo under Villabobos,
after twrenty Years

mm. \mdsr Tagops. o
intm.d Tor 20 yesrs untll Ad-
| Deway, on that Zateful day

Mﬁ&  dsatroyed thedr See tn
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ol W WeYR not

x“t? t oo comatand

§ an wetdely } $ng, at

wore net 8 crew of
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round oaths," cutting throats, pil-
laging citiez, murdoering natives
and then turning on one another
in dloody disputes ovet the spoils.
We were a shipioad of pllgrims,
saying our prayers, celebrating
and hearing Masuses, singing “0O
Salutarls” and  “Taatum Ergoe,”
playing deck games, getting sea-
stok (some of us), making private
novenad, delivering or listening
to lectures on religlous topies. If
someono with the eye and the pen
of Geooffroy Chaucer had teen
along. he could have written =&
new sot of marine “Canterbury
Tales.”

Ours, of courge, was not the
only ship making its way to Man-
t1a. From all points of the com-
pass they came, trom nearby Bor-
neo, from Australis, from India
and the Malay States, from San
Francisco and San Pedro, from
Phitadelphia across the broad At-
lantic through the Medilerranean
and the Suez Canal. and across
the sizzling Indla Sea (that was
the Apostolic Legate's shipy. Not
towards the North star did we
point our course, but to the
Southern Cross; not for adven-
ture or conquest or bhooty or
trade, not driven by the siringe
restiessness of mere globe trot-
ters. Qur crulse was for the sake
of religion.

To bo more precise, we came on
ships of the sen, likte the Magi on
ships of the desert, to find Jesus,
to adore Him, to make one grand
united act of faith in Him; to
perform » pageant in His honor,
a pageant that turned out to be
perhaps the most impressive and
surely the most colorful ever.
Our primary purpose was to sat-
iafy the urge of our own spirit,
to give vent to our own ‘dovotion
wowards our Lord in the Blessed
Saorament. If the Congross took
on somae of the aspects of a gath-
ermg of all tho clans of the
world, of afl the racos and na-
tions and tribes under hoaven, a
mantfestation of the universality
of the Church and of Mar unfail-
ing hold upon the hearts of men
~-that agpect of the pllgrimage
was anly cidental. -

MNor did we assemble from all
corners of the world to mske a
demonstration against Commun-
s or any other enamy of the
Christian faith, That result also
may have come about of itself.
but it was not planned. True, the
newspapors of Manila seized up-
on & pAssing phrase in Archbish
up ‘O'Doherty’s «o ¥enms addrogs,
and made a headline of it “Pro-
fate Floys the Rede” Of course
he did ntogm"ﬂay‘m‘ wom m
purpise of (e Congresy, n
of our Saviours coming to exrth,
wes not to dastroy but to ﬂve
e

That purbose wak achieved even
bafors the Congress got wall un.
dar way. The nm ords we
hesrd from His Grace st the
w-pm 8! Palace wore those:

ther fusgress tuens out
usgx:e R’: bt t gom;?strz;hg‘:r
ni! PULPOLE s Slrea n
M&v«i In the couras of oup

preparationa there
abundant moral
miracles.”

As we went on from day to
day, these miraclen increased in
number; the Congress 23 a_con-
gress, a great pageant of piety,
turned out to be more successful
than even the Archbishop could
have expected—and His Grace i»
a hopeful, optimistic, sanguline
man. But even the spevtacle,
begutiful as it was, was only In-
cidental. The essential purpose of
the great international gathering
was the fulfillment of our Lord's
prophecy: “I, it I be lifted up,
will draw all hearts to Me." That
being the canse, the Congress was
o vast success and left everyons
happy and contented.

{Copyright, 1507, N.CW.C)
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We should be ashamed to com-
mit a sin; but we shodld not be
ashamed to confesy our sinh-
. Augustine.

have been
and spiritual

Wanton money, which burned
out tho bottom of his purse.—St
Thomns Mare

> March 25, 1937
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Anmonunrlacsabove the east-
ern horizon, Eastor morning, may
it bring you all the blessings and
joy that comes with renlization of
the Risen Christ,

- » L]

Among the letters recelved by
Mr, and Mre. Joan A, Doyle fol-
lowing their broadcast on the N.

€. Our Nelghbor our way one
from a young marn in Kentucky.
The facts as told to us by another
than ane of the Dayle family are
these: Following 3 basketball
game in which ne was hurt the
young man at the age of 21 years
went into s deop slesp that lasted
several weeks. When he awoke
he was paralyzed from the hips
aown. He uas deen that way for
twelve years. Hepring the Doyle
broadesst in which the youngest
Ooyle son stated that he was
studying for the Holy Priesthood.
the young man wrote that he
would offer hailf of hia sufferings
each day that the goal sought by
yoxmg bgyln wm Re attained.

“on'a h’lp zo Auburn this week
W were suown' a miniature news-
phper that is heing prepared by
pupils of the eighth grade In Bt
Aloysius School. With painstaking
cure and ingenmity ghe youthful
editors make up an interesting

paper by printing out in long-
hand the editonial contents and
adding art by pasting suitable
pietures to go with the stories.
Altar s of 8t Alphonsus
Church edit and pub'~h a newr
paper wé were told and so 4. e
Holy Name men of Holy Family

gh,, There Ia nho better metho:t
developipg interest in the
Catholliv Press tnan efforta such
ay these, As the yont.htul editors
grow oider they appreciate the
problemy of the Catholic newspa-
?:r aditors and will be adle to of-
suggestiona and ideas that will

ve apcepiable. Maybe they'll take
our places when we have reached
the age of sgcm security, if any.

[ ] L

We're not going to name him
because he would. not want the
publicity, but one Knight of Co-
fumbas succeedsd in bringing 23
other knights to the Communion
Breakfast of Rochester Council
on last Sunday morning. It 13 an
example of what a Cathollc lay-
man can do if he is dotermined to

out a given sssignment in
a Catholic actlvity the benefits of
which cannot be fully estimated.

L ]

On our v’slt to "Auburn this
week we were greatly impressed
by the religious fer¥for of Cath-
olics in that city of our diocese
Rotreats, noon-dasy Masses, early
morning Masses, and Holy Week
servites were attended in large
numbers. In St. Alphonsus Church
at one evening service 985 were
present.

* L[]

Interest in St. Bernadetto of
{ourdes must have been helght-
ened following the pictures shown
2? Captain Nool. Sunday night.

i3 remarkable exposition of the
Saint and of the miraculous hap-
psnings at the site where she
witnesged the 18 apparitions was

?mplue and inwpiring. The Cath-

fc Women's Club s to be com-
ruended for bringing the story to
such & large gathering.

e e i -

let us ask God to supply. by
the help ot His grace. what by
nature {3 not possible for us 8t
Benedict,

Deflending
Evidence All
By ARNOLD LUNN

But Coercive

the ¥Faith

In this column the noted convert oud opolopist, Arnold Luna, solucs
rrlcgmu.\' difficulties proposed for the most part by young people twho

are nesther Catholics nor. Christians.

His questions ond austeers ap-

peared originally in the Notre Dame “Religious Bullein”

QUESTION
A Galilean Jew Who proved
Himself to he God by rising from
the dead. Nothing less than co-
ercive evidence could establish a0
tremendous a claim?

ANSBWER

If the Resurrestion wers the
only recorded example in history
‘of a miracle, it would be difficult
to nccept the evidence, though
strong, as concluaive. But this {s
not the case. The Resurryction is
uot 4 unique miracle, It ia only a
partioularly -impressive exampic
of the meodification by Supethat-
ural Agency of the normal effects
of Natural Law. The cvidence for
miracles (evidence to which every
age and every contributes
its quota) Is cumulative and
overwhelming.

Now if Resurrections were as
common 8s meteors, and--like
meteors—accepted as selontifical-
ly demonstrated, no skeptic would
deny that Jesus rose from the
dead. Every critic who was pre-
pared to concede the premiss,
"Regurrections  oceasionally oo
cur.” would admit thal the evi-
danve for this partioulsr Resur.
rection is overwhelming, It is
clear, then, that the denfal of the
Resurtectlon proceeds not from a
ressoned refutation of the evi-
dence. but from the conviction
that no evidence, however stresy,
suffices to <sisblish s Improbe.
#ble a conclusion. It 15 of
courze, hopelass to @ with
péople whose g’ua mm in the
grest dogras “Mirscles don't oev
<ur” is immune to the erosfon of
fauty,

The Christisn clalivy that the

hwoﬁmii ts alt the
is slways more tanson-
amd mare plmsﬁ: than the
anth-Ohiristian  bypothmsin. - Our
sxplanation sclves the mmum of
the Bmpty Tomb.
planation i3 mm y
eyplanation w0}

Chry
fgef

w"z‘é’

- giont mysrery af ﬁ** taﬁsformm

tiont of cowardly and broken men
into the fNaming apostles of a
new creed. Our theory that the
Supernatural sometimea  inter-
wvenes and meodifies the nornral ef-
fects of Natural Law explains
every miracle, whereas the skep-
tie has (o invent a whole series
of hypotheses to cover different
cases: fraud, hallucination, inac-
curate observation, etc. Surely we
,can apply the principle of Oec-
‘cam’s razor, Entia non sunt mul-
dplicands wsine ratlone, for ex-
planations should not be multi-
plied needlessly.

Now, the Christian hypothesis
explaing not only all miracles but
slso all these other phenomena of
the Christian religion which con-
firm and strehgthen our belief in
the. Resurrection. For ocur faith
in the Resurrection rests not
only on the contemporery evi-
dence but on the experiences of
Christian men in all ages. Men
have turned to Christ for help,
and have found in Christ a pow-
er which has the fierce force of
passion. Permanent drid radical
révolutions of character bave
bean effected under the influence
of t revival movements.
Wity the Christian  culture
sEints have flourished. salnts who

the tetimony of a great Jew

Bergson, differ

oMY n their dynamic power

from awod mien produced by
other veligions,

The svidence for ka\mxm in
general .and the Resurrettion in
partioular i3 % complex of msny
factery, alt of which point tn the
s contiuaion. It may be argu-
Wie that the historical evidence
dr tHEY on would just

it umpwud fjust as the
&t teligious experience
m adl. il unsupported by his.
torloal avidence), to estabilsh oar
sublives conciuxion. But ths com-

i Srgriments 1o 43 oog
iments is ail but coercive.
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