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Where Do We
Catholics Stand?

'By The Rev, ﬂnymnnd Mcﬂownn
Assfstant Direotor, N. C. W, C
Dept, of Soclal Action)

Three disquicting lotters have
come Horosa my <ask this woel.
They tell of Catholle activities
sgainat alleged Communiats waich
have resulted In one crae in the
fallure to get bottor wages and
hours and recognition of the unhi
and {n another in 4 decline
unfon. membarship. Moerover, in
two out of these three cazes f got,
at ones, highly reliable informa-
tlon thut tho Communist charges
ware false.

In obo cuse & perzon of consd-
srable Influence arguet at a striko
meeting that the employes as a
“sody” and not as an organization
mter & contract. ¥lo did eo ba-
ontise Commmunists, he charged;
uulon sd 10 the union, Tha result

ot o contrast was slgned
by th “employos “na a body.” A
wask later thoe smployer broke it
To make 2 worse, Communist
chkrgos were made in the first
instance by the omployor and tho
adviatr mernly helioved bim.

In i sscond case a strike was
1a¢ by & union whozs national of-
ficlals sre predomimontiy Cath
ller. Vialence happened to occur.
The concluston was (mmediately
resakied by & local Catholic organ-
muon tint the whals thing was

Comraunist snd now it is going to
study menly how to figat Com-
munists instwad of how to help
overcome the sdmitted injustice
whieh caused the stilke in the
fint (nstance,

Irx a thind case & loonl Catholio
arganiation is fighting m certain
Ixot- 4nion because it alligadly nl-

Tows - Gommunlm in ity membar-

ﬂw olgh
unemipleysd wsd all thal ineans to
tho mt of tha peopis?

Jike to sk tecondly —
tnnlmt tho neowesity, which In *
undoubtsd, of fighting Commun-
Wme-wsther it ia intm to fght
Cotamunixm By not only fighting
1t directly, but by fighling Infus-
uco and ‘?;: ;ung the ncw soeial

»
rd uu. to uk whathor
ﬂuu s much sense or honesty of
g i1 accusing people of be-
ini mmunists when they are

our‘dz what asnse or charity is
thereln fighting specific efforts to
defent injustico on mars hearsay
evidance?
th, i» & unlon to be con-
damnad dacatime it has a few Com-
unists n its mambernhip when
fta paolicy 1 not Communist?

In answering thess guestions
add mnother weil-Xnown {aot. The
Catholle Charoh In &ny country
gots @ reputation from the known
wotivitien of tho Catholioy in the
country ttself. It mmku ob dif-
farence what the Popes have aald.
The polnt is what the home-grown
varisty of Qatholics ami Catholio
arganizations aay and do.

nd 30 as & laat quamtion, I'd
ke to know what kind of reputa-
tion the Cathollo Church is being
givan in all thrso cmn? Are
sealous peopls hurting souls and
the Church while trying to save
Soth?
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- cial characteristics are hum-

Peace On Earth bug. The fumen hart Ay the

same everywhere. - szqn P A

"Glory to God In the hlxhcst; s & tountorteit Christ. You pay Shechan.

and on earth peace to men of Qearly to accopt the one. The ¢ e

sved will” woarld buys and sells the other for Thou has made us for Thyself
Men tollay are crylng “Peace, !ts own price. The one Is Christ O Lord, and our hearts are rest-

*THE

Pance!” where there is no peace
Ths peace of the world ia an ar-
rangernent of compromises, a
stlence of poised earfnons. a dove
perched procariously on a bayonet
potnt. It will always be so. al-
wanys, until . Until the world
comes to the understanding of
Christ, whose birth was horalded
by the angels’ aong of peace
This poace of Christ s boyond
the world's present understand-
ing. “Not aa the world giveth do
T give unto you.” It costs more
than the weary cheas-playing of
endless treaties: more, even, than
the mouldering bodies in Flan-
dors’ fields. It costs more than
the world has yot been willing to
pay. ‘That cost is submission to
Christ.

as He is in the tremendous ang
challenging fuliness of His revela-
tion. The other is a scissors-and-
pasto figure constantly being cu’
to suit ‘ihe fashlon of the times
The resl Christ is the veritable
Son of God with authority to
command and power to save the
souls of men. The other is an idol
made in the image and likeness of
human fancies and prejudicea.
Bellove in the real Christ as the
Gospels and the living Chaurch
reveal Him, and you will he saved,
Pay your easy price Tor the false
Christ, but do not expect salva-
tion from @ puppet-figure whit-
tled down to the mediocre siature
of a Rotarizn saviour.

» » »

less until they rest in Thee -5t
Augustine.
. ~ *

To avoid bhaving your heart
stolen, "steel” it F C H. in
Extension Magazine.

£ L] L]

Pluck from your heart every
fibre that would tend not o hWave
it pulsate in union with the heart
of Jesus. Anohymous.

Before building the Kingdom of
God in the world. it strives to
build it first inside the soul. The
first question to be snswered is.
Am 1 at peaco with God? The
second guestion is, Am I at pece
with myself? On the answers to
these two depends the answer to

It is the redl Christ who alone  the third guestion, Am I &t peace
¢ s 0 can bring peace. It is & peace  with my nelghber? The world
There is a real Christ, and there thit works outward from within.  gearches desperately for this

* third way of peace, and neglects
b s ] the first and the second, because

THE CATHOLIC EVIDENCE LIBRARY (= pecesanry price of submicuon
RECOMMENDS “Seek ye first the lngdom of

God and His justice, angd all these

) ] %ﬂnga shall be added unto you ™

Curtstaas, Ry John N Then  This is a most imteresting col-  The world cannot establish the

lection_of Christmas-lore, gathered from ajl parts of the Finggom o2 tod by Terely work-

older Christian countrics. It is a pléasant mixture of MSPI™-  pjsh ponce by working for the
ing facts and winsome legends, of grave and gav. It tells of  Xingdom of Goa.

quaint and attractive customs surrounding the Christmas ob-

A AT

THE ONE 1HOUSAND Christ-
mas greetings you may have re-
celved by word of mouth, by card
or in publications such as this
cannot be any more sincere than
the one tnis department is wish-
ing for you, May it be a Blessed,
Jayous Christmas and may the
New Year dawn with 366 days of
health, happiness and prosperity
for you.

k] L] L

GIFTS SANTA CLAUS could
Just as well leave as any others:

For the people of Spain- a ces-
sation of strife with right and
justice triumphing.

For the people of Russia an
amendmegt to the new Constitu-
tion that wiil permit a true re-
ligious freedom- the right and
opportunily to propagate religion.

For the people of Mexico - ail

Ciirches open and all priests en-

titled to fulfill their God-given
mission and an education system
that will not develop materialistjc
minded citizens.

For the people of Cermany -
the right to prictice rehgion as
they see fit, with restrictions re-
moved to permit youth to dovelop
as their perentg would have them
Qevelaped

For the people of the United
States more religion in  the
schools to cheek rising crime
wave among youth and to assure
future citizens who will bring
about a reconstruction of the so-
cial order in a beneflcial and last-
ln% manner

or the whole world a realiza-
tion that only the peace of Christ
can assure QGood Neighbars
throughout the world

s L] .

ONCE AGAIN the pledge of the
Legion of Decency has been vol-
untarily made by aboudt 125.000
men, women and children in this
Diocese. The movies have been
cleaned up to such an extent that
it is & pledge no longer difficult
to keep. The Bishops of the
United States. huwever. will never
relax vigllance o.a this important
movement to keep the movies
clean. Those who take the pledge
are expeated to keep it faithfu
Any lJet-down will result in n re-
turn to the dark ages of movie-
dom

" . (-]

OUR THANKS to the many
who crowded the Regent Theater
last week to view the beautiful
film of convent life. “Clolstered.”
sponsored by the CATHOLIC
COURIER To them the film
proved to be more than they ex-
pected, judging from comments

bheard on all sides. Our most sin-s

cere thanks also to the energetic
groups of Catholic women of the
various Catholic socjeties who
again demonstrated the valuo of
unified effort in making the film
known to their friends. The pic-
ture has been ably reviewed. so
we will skip that. We have one
hope, however, that in sponsoring
"(loistered” there may have
been in the audience one or two
or more who will be moved to
accept a call to religious life.
s & o

A NEW YEAR'S S8UGG
TION may be contained in
following pledge distributed
among the parishioners of the
Rev. John D) Gallagher. Mary-
knoll Missioner. 1n Kaying, South
China  “I promise to do my best
during- the coming year to bring
in one pagan friend to visit the
church, to study the doctrine that
he may bhe baptized {f possible,
that You, Infant Jesus, may be
loved the more.” Father Gal-
lagher's parishlioners walked from
10 to 30 miles to hear Maasas, and
wore asked to sign their names
to the cards and leave them in
the Christmas Crib as an offering
to the Infant Child. Could we
not all take a similar pledge and
ride in our automobiles or walk
a few short blocks to church to
place it mentally in the Crib?

- - >
Nations and individuals would
rather have a piece of what he-
longs to another, than peace with
the owner. Reflections.

gervance among unspoiled Christian people, ranging for it
miscellaneons information from Alaska to Mexico, and frdm
Spain to Finland. 1t traces briefly the evolution of the Santa

18 legend with its many varintions, describes the origin of
the Christmas tard and of the Christmas seal, guotes the
best—known carols, and clbses with a list of famous Nativity

Pefending the Faith

One Against the Field
By ARNOLD LUNX

. In this cotomn the nored castuerl agnd apotogpst, Anwhf Lunn, solves
tings £rom Fra Angelico to moedern times. The compiler religlous difficulties proposed for the most port by young people who

gathered this wealth of material over a perlod of twenty are neither Cathobies wor (hristians. His questions and answers ap-

years: the result of his Iibor could be -esily read in two
aasant evepings around the Christnas tree. Recdmg it QUESTION
d would be splendid pastime for a home-loving group _You Cutholics are so intolerant,

dmmg the holy ootave of this most %Ovﬁiy “foust. :X:&“ x:n th:"::llxlt:gm:zl d'mm:

Tae BATTLIGROUND: Symia aNp PaLsstiNs. By Hilaire Belloc. lots of truth in all religions, and
This is not a book of war, or 1 would hordly Ghoose the [0 reliflon has a monopoly of
Christmas soason for yecommentling it. B the events of ANSWER
this holy time which the Gospel proclaires to us are soclosely  Yes. there's some grain of truth
linkell with the history and , nwgm}ihy of the Holy Land in most religions, and there's some

that w properly curious C‘.’mhbkc will welcome any good op  petd In all homes. But one horss’

wins th
yortunity to clarify his understanding of the circumstances e éﬁvmm Yeaves us In no
and - ﬂfm locale of the Saviour's native land. He would have doudt that murder. thseft, driving
to go far before finding a better-written book on the subject » car when drunk, will be treated

than this ane by Belloc. The anthor remards Syria and Pales- ;:r:’:m” Is it intrinsically ab-
tine as the “battleground” for the working out of the spiritual  of mod':ima: ﬁﬁﬁxﬁ‘?&“ﬁ‘?ﬁ

and secular destinies of woﬂdu}nstory and although not all no doutt that murder. remar-
may agree with his thesis, fio open-minded reader will fail to m after divoree, and digth pre-

be impressed with his inspired power of visitalizing for hiS sy and ather sty coatl sy

*  renders this once-benutiful Tand and of evoking the woniler ©f  ished in the hereatter? m"::e
-~ its immemorial centuries so franght with the destinies of the men so clever and so wine that we
worldl. need no gufdence on’ these ques.

tions? And is the voios of con.
Gwhm.m BEuipewos mer science, aften dopeld by ain. so

sure s guide?
The flight frem the -Christian
y creed is producing in Protestant.
* o s flight from the Christian
HOHRSwMtemﬂm«—& :30 through to 9:90 Monday, Tuesday. ¢ode. A distinguished Presbyter.
> Wednesday, Thursday and Fnday.‘ Except ’l'hnrsday and 1an minister Ztas recently produced

'mam«mm I\rm Yeax;sweéks ;pm‘z‘ ‘;:‘;f,;'?,v":; o

M&“ﬂl& Wﬂ‘tﬁ
murnige and the Soviet Tt

peared originglly in the Notve Dame “Religious Bulletin.”

Christian then to be left at the
merey of Christian ministers whe
cannot make up their wminds
whether the traditiona! Christian
morality ls right or wrong?
Most same non-Catholics will
concede that it is not imtrinsic-
ally absurd to suppose that God
might have provided some guid-
ance on important points for His
muddlie-headed creatures. Once
you have extracted this conces-
slon, ask, “"Very well, then, are
you familiar with the evidence
for the Catholie belief that God
does provide tho guidance we
ne#d through His Chureh?®™ In
90 cases out of a 100 tho non-
Catholic will admit that he is un-
farniliar with this evidence. Ke
therely convicts himsel? of intols
erance. For nothing is more fn-
tolerant than tg dismiss unexame-
tned a bYelief which is admittedly
not in itself irrational, a belief
which resasonable and tolerant
men may freely accept pravided
that the evidence, which few aliep.
ties ever deign to examine, is ade.
quate to support this conclusion.
WEER'S QUESTION

NEXT

Let's admit it is not unreason-
shle to suppose that God might
provide guidance through wour

Chure, Bven oo, you cught 2o
have sn opan mind on the point

Gl et e so oo

whne you WAL, &me people mdmxm with you,
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