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that wf aulnulau Into our bo4l«i-
w<* contrlbuU «om«thinj to the 
proctu. Tha thlnj» «r« read 
without thought an Ilka uadl-
faaUd food burdening th* atom-
»eh. Our thinking la tba dlfu-
live procoai which convert! this 
food of tboiurbt into (ha lubatanca 
UK) fabric of our own mind*. 
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Thoughtful rmadlng means slow 
r*au]ln(, of which nuuiy ptoplt 
(ira impctrtnt, etptolaily tha peo­
ple who art mor*. anxious to say 
lhajr hftvc read tha Istaat than to 
(at any good out of what tiny 
rtftd. I am not forg«oting Fmn-
da Oacoo'i wins advica that 
"torn* books ara to bo t**t»A 
otitars to &• awallowid. and som* 
(»w to b« chawed and dlgeitad; 
that la tame books are u> be read 
only In parts, othen to b» read 
but not curiously, and soma few 
to be read whoilyi and with dlll-
(taca and attontion." Anyone 
will admit that soma books are 
worth no more than merely skim­
ming over the surface of them. 
Ptrfeap* that u true of moat of 
th* currtnt books. For these no 
one ougtit to suggest the attention 
of refltctiv* reading. But to 

over this habit of super­
ficial skimming to worthwhile 
book*, cor, worse still, never to 
read the mora serious and weighty 
books, la to condemn onaaalf to 
poterty of mind. There are too 
many mentally anemic persons 

* t • 

One of the joys of booh-collect­
ing la to come across lome old 
book with hundreds of marginal 
annotations la beautiful old-fash­
ioned longhand,- - mute witnesses 
of tha meditative hours which 
some long-forgotten person spent 
bi silent communication with ulo 
favorite author. It la now a 
double treasure, rich with the 
thoughts of two minds. Reading 
it may wall make us wistful for 
the recovery of the loat art of 
marginal Inscriptions, which are 
the aura sign of the reflective 
reader. 

Rsr. Beaedis? Ehmann. 
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Defending 

Questions 
and 

Answers 
-By AroeJd & u n n _ _ 

In this column the noted con­
vert and a-pologlst, Arnold Lunn. 
solves roiijflous difficulties pro­
posed for tfao most part by young 
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OPPOUtTNITY for positive 
action in the Legion of Decency 
campaign for better &lm» will he 
given members with the showing 
starting Dec. II of "Cloistered" 
at Che Regent Theater, Roches­
ter. When the Legion of Ue-
ceency came into existence It was 
the Important thing to do to 
shun the undesirable Aims. Now 
the motion picture people have 
produced o film that merits sup* 
port to show that tbe Legion 
ot Decency campaign la not nil 
just hitting the film producers 
when they err but boosting them 
when they do something worth­
while. The motion picture "Cloi-
stered" while strictly Catholic 
lias an appeal for all people who 
are struggling to maintain re­
ligion against t'ae Insidious at ­
tacks of a new paganism. It is 
said to have oil the elements 
that make a "movie" appealing 
and a>t the same time reveals the 
real spiritual significance of the 
Uvea of oar cloistered nuns. Wits 
the Aim being shown i s a well 
known picture boose, you can in­
vite your non-CathoIlo friends to 
attend, you will be answering 
many questions In their minds 
while enjoying an evening of re­
laxation You will be showing 
the motion-picture producers and 
the world at large that Catiioljc* 
in their Legion of Decency drive 
are ready and willing to support 
the artistic, wholesome dim fare 
when opportunity offers. 

• • * 
COMMENTS HBABD during 

the Catholic Conference on In­
dustrial Problems sessions and 
after, indicate that despite dif­
ferences of opinion as to appli­
cation, the principles of social 
justice as advanced In the Holy 
Fathers' Encyclicals are gradual­
ly becoming known Catholics are 
thinking, and talking the Ency­
clicals and the purpose for which 
they ware written to bring these 
principals into tile lives of all in 
the community Is being served. 

* • • 
AN ENOOtTBAOEKQ sign In 

the advanoasnent of the Oiuirrh's 
program of social reconstruction 
was the large number of Catho­
lic college students who not only 
attended the various sessions of 
the Conference but took part In 
discussions. When these young 
man and women, students in our 
seminaries, In Niagara Univer­
sity hranoh here, and In Nazar­
eth College go Into the world 
they will at least be Informed 
that s«oh a thing exists as an 
Encyclical written by the Head 
of the Church for tho. guidance 
of ail the faithful 

Mortification Is the great liber­
ator R alone has power Co crown 
you sovereign in the kingdom of 
your own btait. It alone can give 
to prayer tha wing* that make it 
soar up to Ood.-Cardlnal Mer­
rier. 

God loves souls shaken by 
storms, provided they receive ail 
from His hands and valiantly 
strive to remain faithful In tho 
midst of combats. 
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THE CATHOUC EVIDENCE LIBRARY 
RECOMMENDS 

* 
THE PORMS OF ij. K. CHSSTKBTON. It is hard to say whether the 

redoubtable G. K. interrupted his prose writings with diver­
sions of poetry or interrupted his poetry with excursions in­
to prose. At any rate, his poems are for the most part far 
more than mere dhrcrsions or excursions: some of them are 
the best in contemporary poetry. There are some discerning 
critics who reckon the rosgfii&ast "Ballad of the White 
Horse" as this greatest long poejn that the tw«Mleth century 
has yet produced in. English. It would be welt worthwhile 
to borrow the present volume of his EbHccterJ Poems just for 
this thrilling- Ballad alone: but there {9 aji abundance of other 
ricfaWrom grave to gay which viri)l reward the alert reader 
on treasure bent. Here are all kinds of verse from the ex­
alted inspiration of the BaJlad* down the whole gamut to 
clever doggerel in satirical imitation of not-so-clever doggerel. 
In such bountiful plenty, no taste should go unrewarded. 

; FRANCIS XAV«J. By Itumrtt Ym In the unique and 
exotic circumstances of his Me, this intrepid missionary of 
the first Jesuit battel stands in sptciat distinction in the great 
pageant of Christian enterprise. The life of this holy ad­
venturer was an epic of couragerwis real. Marjfaret Yeo has 
caught the spirit and ajngtgpntor* of it is alt its variegated 
circumstance from brilliant student days in the glamorous 
environment of the University of Pans to that final hour 
of all his siwauoos years wfieari, atone with his Oriental 
sfemrtt-boy on &mr4an Island off the Chinese coast, he kissed 
his crucifix and commended hi* sou] to God. He had been 
a veritable Marco Polo, questing, not for gold, but for souls: 
his tife is a proof that truth is sometimes stranger than fiction. 
This biography dot* ft Justice. 
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people who> «« ..—. 
nor ChrlsUsuu. Hia quostiosis and 
answers appeared originally In the 
Notre Dame 'Walisrkmi BuBetin." 

QUESTION 
"What does It inatter wfeat a 

man bellows, so long as he be­
haves bimseelf'" 

ANSWSB 
Truth has Its claims apart from 

the ethical oonseijuences of truth. 
If a schoolboy stated In an exam­
ination paper (tat the battle ol 
Waterloo bad been fought In 1218. 
he waul'i oo£ ntolU£y his cs#aalBcr 
by remarking, "After all, a good 
man who c&lnk* ttwt Waterloo 
was fought in 1215 la much mors 
likely to go to heaven than a toad 
roan who thinks that it was 
fought in 1815. what does it mat­
ter what we hcllove About Water­
loo or anything else provided that 
we behave aartHvea?" 

Secular ed&citloa is based on 
the conviction that it does matter 
what we believe, even about com­
paratively uixtmportsust things. If 
ft be Important to know what 
happened at Waterloo or Bunker 
Hifi. surely, even from the point 
of view of tht« historians it i s Im­
portant to know what happened 
on the first Easter 3onday. 

The happeaiings o f the first 
Easter Sunday transcend in im­
portance and in influence on his­
tory any of tba events for t$« ac­
curate knowledge of wrhich oradits 
are accumulated in college 
courses. Thee question as to 
whether a particular body left a 
particular toamh Is a question 
which transcends In interest stud 
importance ong? other problem1 dis­
cussed by scientists. Therefore, 
tt does matter both t o the Histor­
ian and to duet scientist what we 
believe. 

ra$XT WEEK'S QVXSOOTf 
"All right, we l l allow that the 

facts on whjrfs die Christian re­
ligion is baaed have a certain 
academic Interest, but you'll aijow 
that Us more importsuat that a 
man's behavter shoiald be ga&d 
than that his belief should be cor­
rect?" 

<N.C.W.tt *T8*Ti3RBS> 
- *» : 

Whoever will labor t o get rid ef 
self, to deny himself • occidlar t» 

IT l y ^ s FITTPfO to»t in a 
Oonferenre seeking towards bring­
ing ahout of social Justice that 
the memory of the late Fattier 
Jacob Sfcaub and hia heroic ef­
forts in that direction should bo 
revived At the meeting Mon­
day evening at which Monslf-
nor Ryan spojte, the ioytnan pre­
siding, J. A Corcoran, aaaiatant 
industrial oonunisaioner of Mew 
Vork City paid a glowing trib­
ute to Father Staub s work. 

« « t 

AN KXAJJPIX of the vatoe of 
such a program as that being car­
ried out by the Catholic Activ­
ities CommJttes of Rochester 
Council, Knights of Columbus was 
given Monday evening during the 
discussion period following aCea-
aignor Ryan's talk. Among fcbas* 
asking intelligent and pointed 
questions were two who have been 
active in the K. or C. program— 
Advocate Howard M. Woods and 
Arthur P. Farrmn. Training an 
inquiring laity ia a purpose well 
served by the Knights of Colum­
bus program. 

• • # 
WHEN SO MANY Cstiaollc toy­

men and laywomen can get oa 
their feet and discuss Catholic 

Srincipies cut was done during the 
bnference there is no netd any 

longer for an "Inferiority- complex" 
on the part of the laity. 
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Why Figlit 
For Sehools? 

9* System of 
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CATROfclc Evrntxc* tnMir*? 

fa** minimi*, 
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th* instruction* of Cujsjt, strisww 
at oace at tka wot t f •very «eti, 
and finds the Sejrm e' every good. 
—Fenelon. t & _ 
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When one caomes t o consider 
what is the one doctrine; er rather 
precept of tit* Chore* afainart 
whloh the Geatilei rage, aM U » 
people meditate vain taint*, tt ia 
found in that o n e word, Restrain! 
Control! It Is fXais cold discipline 
that exaaperstlai the «wrld: and 
aitll mere, tha Wloity af $*** 
who, ia prwtio&ag that *lt«<iij#sia, 

SUM ' fa#ppta*».~e**a«. 9, A. 
Shaahan. ^ T 

A veteran traitor s*y«, 
of *&jj&Jgg*gt 
U>vH, says .ttte- Ws*nd^^>»3' 

^titxitmms^iW, 

1. Any system of education which rrea the effects of original 
or the necessity ot Divine 

Grace is unsound and false. 
t. It is a curious sight to see the­

orists spending their lives ia 
search of a moral code Cor 
sohoojs. One would thiak thar* 
were no Gospel and no Tea 
Commandments. 

& Systems which give unre­
strained freedom to the ciSd, 

- -make him in reality a, afo* t o 
•$£» ovat disorderly iacBnationa, 

«. Just jrimiahmeat is m l Ih i 

S. m% teAdencii* ntnat b* caa> 
recttd and good tendeaclM as»-
couraged and regulated freaa 
aarlissi childhood 
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