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Lovis Tuosas Dx Jowcame fowred
prominently in the earllest recorded
hislory of the Genesee River. (See
page 35 et seq.) The above illustro-
tion {5 purely imaginative, but @t rep-
resenis seenrsivly he peneral chor-
acieristits of the eorly explorers of
tAls region.
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A description of the location of the
Genesee River will help thase read-
e in foreign couniries to understand N8
this historical egsay.

LOCATION AND
DESCRIPTION

The Genesew River {3 the only
viver with its source in Peansylvanh
which fows into Lake Ontirio. The
Genesee tlses ta Potter County, Pean-
sylanis, near Ulyses and Couderss
“got. (Bee THimtntion.) The hill
country around sotrces rises to
2600 feet above sea level, Rose Lake,
mear Ellisburg, Pennxylvania, js om
cf the sources af the Geneses, 12 2l
i3 a source of the Allegheny River, a
tributary of the Minlssippl. Asother
Mississippl tributary has s source
in British Colmbia, 2000 miles away.

The Genesee traversea New York
State in a general northerly direction,
110 miles, and empties into Lake On-
taric. Seven miles {rom {ti mouth
it passes through the center of the
City of Rochester, A series of rapids
wmd three waterfalls come down to
& gorge with perpendicular rotky walls
200 feet highmtheCityo{Rodm
ter. A tohl drop of 218 feet in the
river within the city cuts off naviga-
tion from the upper river to  the

Its mouth is 78 miles east of
Niagara River and 61 miles went

This five mile portage made Ironde~
quost  Bay the trade outlet of the

.Ganesce unul after the founding of

Rochester. Mare than fifty different
spellings of Irondequoit {rom more
than fifty differont wr ters occur in
the index of Colonial Documents,
which  ndicates the imporwance of
this trade outlet of the Genesce in
Colonial times.

The falls of the Genesee which de~
fied navigation attracted m lling. I
1789, Ebenezer Allen built a mill for
grinding grain. It was beside the
river in the {orest about twenty rods
{rom the site of “the Four Corners”,
in the heast of Rochester,

In 1812, Nathanle] Rochester be-
gan selling vllage lots on the 100-
acre tract which Allen had previously
owntd. When peace with England
was established at the close of the
War of 1812, and the Indians had
been made to retire to less productive
tands, population began to crowd in-
to the new country which, when
cleared of trees, grew good whest.

By 1834, Rochester had become the
greatest  flonr mulling oty i the
world, producing 300,000 barrels of
flour annually. Mills by the [ally
muitiplied unti} 600,000 barrels of
flour were produced in a year by the
power of the Géfiesee. When wheat
production failed, Mmneapolis, Minne-
sota, took the m.lling crown from
Rochester. But the falls of the
Genesce now produce light, heat and
power,

Dupltn the loss of the flour mill-

ing industry, Rochester on its one
hundredth birthday had a population
of 340000 people, and the Catholic
Diocese of Rochester more than 450,-
000 inhabitants, Its many varieties
of mnufacturing are kuown the
world over.

Above the City of Rochester the
civer meanders for more than forty
miles through s rich altuvial country,
in which are many glaclal sand and
gravel hilly, fomportant among the
many creeks in seventeenth century
Indian history which drain into this
stretch of the river is Honeoye Creek,
wich tezs the cast side of the river
at Golah. 21 miles {rom Lake On-
tario. On sites near this creek were
located Seneca villages for centuries.
I them, before 1700, Jesuit Chapels
were centers of worshipn  Anather
Honeoye Creek enters the river near
Belfast.

At Mount Morris the river comes
abruptly, as through a doorway into
the plin out of & gorge with rocky
overhanging walls 400 feet high, ex-
tending southward ten miles.  Re
verse curves in the gorge make its
length nearly double this distance.
Navigation up the gorge in canoes
is possible when there is not a drought
and low water. There is a power dam
now at Mount Morris. Upon enter-

of the Owegs River. From® ‘the ing the gorge in canoes, it is pos-
mouth of the Geriesee across Lake sible to ?metcd between rocky walls
Ontario to Brighton, Canada, is 53 to the of the lower falls in
miles, Lake Ontario s 170 miles long Letchworth Park. These falls are 71
and from any paint of wiew the Lake feet in height. Above these there is
give the bouodless appearance of the a middle fall of 107 feet and 300
ocean. The like iy 246 foet above feet wide, Farther up the river, but
sei ftevel. Fosr hundred and 6ifty less than three miles from the lower
miles norficast of the mouth of the falls is the upper Salls of 70 feet.
River is the ancient city of A stte park provided for the
Orvebite on the St Lawrence River, people by the late Mr. Wolliam Pryor
which is the outlet of Lake Ontario. Letchworth, a member of the Society
For more than a quarter of a century of Friends, protects the beanty of
was the starting point for this magmﬁcem stenery.
the carly missionaaries and explorers  Here in these falls, as in the Roch.
of the Genesee Country. ester series of falls, is an immenwe
Five miles east of the momh of the barrior against the uge of this river
Genesce River amd opening out of as a canoe highway to Allegheny
Lake Ontario s Irondequoit Bay Mississippi waters. How was this
which, before thie 0 age, was the overcome? About half a mile below
mouth of the Rivee, This tay ex- the lower falls in Letchworth Pack
tandis inland four miks snd iy vals on the qet side of the giyer there
Iy with Trondequnit Creck drnvining i & path tunning up ont of ¢
- inter It extendy much farther, Before This iy known as the Portage 'r
‘the fourdiby of Rochester in 1812, It climbs to the top of the bank and
- and durinig the Todlan and colonial continues to Partageville, above the

* period, the head of Drondequolt
at Yndian Landing it Ellison

head of the falls, where an casy
mtural grade made it possible fox

. wie the prihc:pal port and hubor Sor the voyager to carty his canoes downt
- the Senm Tndiat country, '

and place them in the river,

Trdian Landing on  Seventten  miles paddle adove

- Itbﬁdmlmt Créeke wnstward & trail Letthworth Park with some wading

th geatle rises ded & lrnarsh— up rapilt, assuming that the level

- Pae of the Cobbs “Hill-Mount of t5e water i the river is conventerit
A b Tty !mﬁu Teaill for teave! and modern dams are

' m;e Mgimy Hope“in the way, brings voyagers ta Bl

ERyer u e Creek, in AHegheny Comnty near Bels

: fagt, on the west side. This spot on
s < Phidde Craeke 3 the one where the
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