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WO THOUSAND YEARS AGO Augiisiis Caesar fusued &
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Thus Joseph took Mary, his betrothed, from their home at |
Nazareth and joureyed to Bethlshem to be inscribed, Now,
the way was about seventy miles. Mary, eated sidowise on &
_small donkey, with theie.few-belongings-tied-irr-acloti-hanging
across the donkey™sneck, and Joseph trudging beside her,” ¥5'uﬁ~ E
their way through the narrow streets 'of ancient Jerysalem,.” .
through the Joppa or Jaffa Gate down into the Valley of the
uppor Gihpn, then up #o the ridge or watenshed of Palestine's

paused beside the road to drink from a well. They did not know this well would same’ -
_ _day be_called.the. Well-of-the-Magi-becsuse-the- Wiss Menr following > Gud's biright
star” may have stopped there to drink and rmay have soen the star reflucted.in the =
water's depths as they traveled by camuel to Bethisher in unrch@i»-f.wt*,;‘}hi%oﬁ:ﬁ*f*"
born o Mary. ‘ S

Joseph and Mary gazed happily across the wellculFivated: terraced valleys, v
across the fields where shepherds quardled their flocks, no‘!‘gé the old stone watch
towers where the farmers and shepherds couled go #o lok “across thair tands tn-al
directions. Then they glimpsed the city of Bethlahem, a small and humble village, .
whose rock walls, cobbled streets and stine bulldings showed gray amd uninviting.

The man and woman wended their way through thethrongs of citizens about
tho bazaars and found the inn where #hey sought lodging... The ir was overflow. .~
ing. People were having to sleep by ho wayside. Now Mary was with child-and
Joseph wished to protect her and make her comfortable, but no room was fo be
had. So the couple sought shelter in & stable beside their #iny donkey. - The-stable -
was a cave of grotto in the rocks with crude wooden mangrers filled with hay. Hers
Jesus of Nazareth was born. Mary wrapped Him in swaddling clothes andlaid Him .|

. in a manger. Hero the shepherds, to whom angels had announced the Saviour's . .
birth, came to kneel beside the humble bed and lay thelr gifts bafore iis-Babe —-
whom they adoréd, o o ) ‘

Bocause this Babo was born the whol world rejolces and celsbratas Christmas, -
Joy, peace, love, humility——all the great #ruths of Christianity came.to the world with.....
His birth. The basis of modern civilization lies in the little town of Bothil{l_nm; e

 Even as the Wise Men 2000 yoars ago rrade thelr way to the shrine, so pil
grims, tourists, believars and non-believers journey todasy across the self-same road,
still the main artery of communication betwoers Jorusalom and all the southern part
of Isracl. They see tho Well of the Magi, the Ferraced gardens, the shephard's fields,
and the old, old watc¥Swers. Tho highway is now smoothly paved. The travelors. R
all oo often ride in luurious motor cars. But Fhoy still pass caravans of- camels and-——
asses and see pedesidians garbed in costames of many fands. For pilgeime come . .
from near and far to the Holy Land, particularly to anciont Bethlshem, whote gray. ¥
ness has increased with centuries of dust and erosion on its leadenhued stones, But
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- -..and awe, without renewing ‘acquaititatice with the Haly Scriptures and gaining inspir. -
ation and faith. Today they cross the fiv-ely bazaars where “objects of pisfy" made
of shells, mother-of-pear! and clive wood have wide space amaiq the food-stuffs an
goods for sale: Theyyo to the Chirch oF the Wativity, Be¥hlehem's greatest refic
of antiquity. In 330 A, D. Constantine built this basilica sbove what is belioved to
be the grotto-stabls in which Christ was b sm,  The church looks like a fortress and
its entrance door is so small even a short person must stoop #o enter. It was mado
thus not, as some say, to cause thoughts of humility and reverence upon entering so
holy 4 place, but to provent the ancient S aracens and Turks when they were in power
from desecrating the place with catfle. Fivo different nationalities of Christians
now guard this church and hold services hiare. The place s strikingly simple. The
Greek Orthodox and the Armenian and Syrian churches occupy tho main floer, Two
circular stairways lead to the dark caves b alow. There is a chapel in the grotte. On
the floor is & great silver star with silver naik owver the place where Mary is said to
have given birth to Josus. Around the star is +he inscriptions

"HIC DE VIRGINE MARIA JESUS CHRISTUS NATUS EST.”™ o

Fifteen silver lamps unceasingly burn day and night over this holy place, Four-
belong to the Latins, six to the Greek Orthodox, and fivo to the' Armenians and
Syrians. Representatives from many Christian nations kneel in common befare the
little altar. Seldom is the grotto without warshippers. Whether or not they believe
this fo be the authentic spot of the Nativity, it carries the a¥mosphere of holiness
and spirituality. The handsome, proud matives of Bethishem scem alwadys & happy
people, but at Christmas #ime in particul ar Bethlehom radistes Joy. '
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dull as js its outward sppeasrance, fow approach the city without aﬂ_tri! gfﬁqxggw €o. .. ‘:&
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