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‘have been much earlier. $o we
B} arrive at the date 1460, Mr. Lloyd,
reserving publication of the doeu-

'fdurieen years of age, . precocity
fmuat- be- added to hix other qual-

jclared his intention of divorcing

- daya-erors HUGY Peached Bngiand
that Pope Clement VII, perslxllng
in_hig refusal W yleld, against di-
!vine and human laws, to the ca-
« price of King Henry VIIT had con-

‘firmed the wvalidity of his marriage an
+with -his- jegitiniaté ~wife, ¢

Queen
Cathering ‘of Arragon. Blessed
Jokn Bishes was sumnioned by the
Archbishop

postate Cranmer—to appear on

Aprﬂ 13, Epater. Monday, - before: nj

vedifTiisslon to take the oath. This
toath hid been imposed after the
!Act of Succeasion’voted by Parlia-
iment, whiech-on the one hand de-
clared the marriage of Catherine
of Arragon with Henry VIIT illegit-
imate and gave the successton of
‘thre throne 16 any children the King
might have by Anne Boleyn, and
.on. the other - prohibited “Faith,
Leynity and Obedience” to any

accepted the part® regarding the
succession o the throne, because a
.difference an this question might
have invoived a danger for the
State, as England had already ex-|
perienced In the long War pf tho
Hoszes. But he rcfused that part
of the oath re rding the mar-
riage of the Queen and loyalty and
obedience to the Pope. Nny, for
what ‘concerned the marriage he
.was rendy to profmize not to re-
open the question, but for what;
regarded the Pope he could make
no concession.
Thereforo, "6 presenting himself :
before the Commission on April
13, John Fisher dsked time to ‘re-
flect. because the formula of the
oath which hed been Inid before |
kim had not yet been approved by
Pariiament Cranmer was inclined
to treat with leniency the =aged
and infirm Bishop who was held!
in such deep vensration in Kng-
land. But Henry VI, intervgned
in the matter and Jjudged al
ence and the e¢lauses ad-
nz-ed by Fisher meant his disap-
proval of his second marriage and '
the recognition of the authority of
th

M

g3 Bt

April 17
June 22 of the following yenr, the

sacrifice He thus passed a gecond
Easter, the last of his Jife. in
prison

The conditions under which the

venerable old man passed his time
in the Tower of London are shown'
in these words which he wrote to
Thomas Cromwell: “I have noE
shirt, nor stockings, the few other
cTothes are in tstters and . am
8o ragged that I am ashamed. Not-
withistanding I would.bear all widls
fogly if Y could shelter myself from
the cold. In regard to the food
Guod knrows how often it is {nsuffi-
cient. I beg you to have pity on me
and to make them give the things
indispensable required by my age
and above all by my health”

had to be visited by doctors. His
sufferings had not even thg.com-
fort -of refiglous practices because.
while they had left him his bre-
iary, it seems he was not per-
mitted either to celebrate Mass or
to hear it, or to take Holy Com-
munion although there were two
churches within the precincts of
the Tower of London. Neverthe-
i Jess, the Bishop employed his time

In prison in compiling two spizitual-+i0-1he-blosk:—AtHal” oHéN

“WorkE IﬁhTara as It wete the tes-
tament of all hia life: “Spiritual
Consolation™ dedicated to his sis-
ter, Elizabeth, a Dominican nun,
and “The Ways of Perfect Reli-
gion,” in which he describes the

the -petition could net

ot Canterbury — the

foreign _authority-. John Fisheryy

) }asked for a clean white shirt, the
SCFFERINGS IN PRISON |

John Fisher was alas the only
Bishop in England who at the mo-

had remsined fafthful to the an-

dlocese of Rochester was decl

for the heart of the aged Bishop

on by Thomas Cromwell and

members of the Councll, but thay }:

did -not mueceed 1h drnning &N
admisalon from him and the Kiu

desire to find some pratext for des
clargxg him.a traltor WAS - -xnfuls |

Meanwhile,_in Rome, Pepe- P
I R ancen » thfohe & w
months previously. In the “Con<
sistory of May 20, 1535 he wished

of the Church all truly worthy and
holy “Bishpps and prelates. and
granted the purple, among others,
to the Bishop of Raochester, ap-
pointing him CardinahPriest of the
'l'me of St Vital. As soon as ‘the
pews of this high honor came.ta
the enrx of Henry VITIL, he foll Into
a great rage
} HONOR HASTENED DEATH
The Pope bad hoped thmt the
glevation to the Purple would have
ad the result of alleviating the
sufferings and hastening the liber-
ation of the Bishop from prison,
| but instesd it hnd exactly the ope
posite effect The King's anly .re-
ply to .the announcement ¢f. the
’Purptﬁ +ranted to the Bishap, Whao
had already been more than a year
in prison, was' “Lot the Pope also
send the red hat to John Fliaher,
he will not find the head on which
to place it.” Ia fact on Juns Ii
land 17 he had to undarge fresh
cross-examination.  Accused of
‘ high treason- for<having -declired
that the King is not the sufireme
head of the -Church, he replied;
“Bven i 1 had sald the words for
which I am'rveproved, 1 should naot
have said them ‘maliciously’ and
the termas of the Act of Parllament
3take inta gonsideration .anly those
thst ‘ maliciously’ contradict the
gmpremu;y ot the King.® But-this
lvery just ebservation was unavail-
ing: the judgs, warned beforehand
as to what the King wanted, con-
demned him to death-- The only]

‘{indulgence granjed him by the

King was that he should be be-
! headed mnd not hanged and quart-
ered which was the death reserveql

e Pope.. Thus it wax that ‘by“M

his order. John Fisher was impris- |y,

oned in the Tower of Lordon on fxed for his executlon, he asked ' greatest forces and most beautiful
He remained there until 14 he allowed to sleep another two hopes of the Church?

hours, ns he had not sufficiently |
day on which he made the supreme: rpsted. Awakening after that ad-

On June 22 warned at three In
morning that it was the day

ditional rest. he' took off the hair-
shirt that he always wore and

beat that could be found among
his clothes and his band of fur,
To the servant who wondered at
these ornaments, he said: “Do you
not know that today is a day of
happiness and that 1 am going to
my wedding armd must fieeds there-
fore adornt myself as best possi-
ble?” At 9 o'clock, while the pro=
cesston went towards the place of
execution, he opemed the Gospel
praying God to let him meet with
some comforting thought. His
ePes fell on the verses of the. Gas-
pel of 8t. John - “Now this is eter-
nal life; that they may know Thee,
the only true God, and Jesus

glorify Thou Me, O Father, with
Thyself, with the- glory Which I
had before the world was, with
Thee ™ Arrived at the steps lead-
ing to the block, he snid smilingly:
“Let us go; my old legs, do your
duty, now the way is short and jt
only remains for me to traverse it.”
And in fart all noted the unusual
quickness and energy with which
he mounted the few steps that led

T.-

ray of sunlight struck his face and
he said: “Come ye tg Him and be
enlightened; and your faces shall
not be confounded.”
MARTYR'S LAST WORDS
It was 11 o'clock and in that’

ment of the separation from Roms,}.

was. daprived |
-of# his- episcopal - d‘imﬁty and the .

lo.elegals to -the- suprems gigmty|

-+ & Spear an-London
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| the. relationt

Individuals, She dulru bRt pry-
dence’ shall always rule our. Jmu
vidual and collsstive TR
pecially she aaks that the c&ﬂd:}
of the same - Father Who n
Hexven, pimuo the nohle |anr of
peace.

of Christ 13 chariiy..For.charityH
wh!ch‘?ﬁ“iia quesn of virtues mnd:
also one of the most beauum! deﬂv
nitions of God—"Cod -
requires that in &l tho viclstitudes
of e, n all discusgions Inharent
to human affairs, we must alivays
seek {ratarnal lovq that i1s to say
pence.
Catholics, lat us- sk of God i
our most ardent prayers tor that
eace without which we cannpt
have happines here helow. But et
us recal! the axiom dear to our
tathers,” “Help yourself and Heav.
an will help you." To our
lst us join the practice of virtues
which will restore among us proa-
_5:!‘1!){ .And. peace. I-whih~to preach
ult of -justics; - charity for- ¥l
and ecapeciaily thosa who suffer,
t moderation in meking the good
things of this world, patience In
time of inevitable privations, and
above sll, confidence i God.
Your country, Catholics of. the
Untted Ntatdx, tiy the number of
her sona, by the magnificent. soar--
ing in hér uctMly. by the boldness
of her enterprivwes, hy.her sense of

|91l And.-doss ot oné Nes It evary
gy, that ghe tas such powerful
fnfluence on the destinfes of the
world? And the grut American
 Catholic family its four Curri-
npls, ity devetsd ups and cler-
gy, with its admirable religious and
, social institutiens, with its proverb-
ial genegosity, i» it not one of the

At this hour, so profoundly
'tronbled Jet us anite your pray-
ers with ours, your wishes and
your works with our wishes and
our works, so that there msy be

and peacs, .
Thus let us merit ‘the eternal
gratitude ¢f humanity.

The widespread influvence of %&
Chdpch, even in the earliest periods
of European civilization, is indi-
cated by the fact that the romance
languages, such as PFrench and
Spanish an’ even the languages of
the far-flung Celtic and Teutonic
nations—the 8cotch, Dutch, Danish
and Swedish—have adopted the

send him good and salutary coun- |
s6l.” He then recited the Te Deufi }
and the Psalm: “In thee, O Lord.
T havs hoped; never let me be put
to confusion.” The executioner
bandaged his eyes and John Fisher
quietly rested his head on the
block. A single blow of the axe
severed his head and by order of
the King that hesr remasined ex-
posed for 14 days on the point of
There was a rumcr that Anne |
Boleyn wanted to see the head ol ‘
the Martyr as once
wanted to see the head of 8t John
the, Baptist. FRumor has it that
shg hit lt, wounding herself, how-
,.on & tooth that protruded

Let uswot forigst thad svary work I

réxltied, ¥mpoiss admirtion wpon

restored to the world prosperity§

efforts of the soul seeking its God.

In November, 1534, Parliament
vated the Act of Supremacy by
which the Xing was proclaimed
spirifual head of the Church of
England. At the same time Par-
liament condemned both John
Fisher and Thomas More to life
imprisonment for not having ac-
,cepted integrally the oath of suc-
! engsfon, However,

heavier penalty of death. It in-
| sertad, therefore in the Bill of Su-

last moment he was again offered
life and liberty, on the condition
that he recognized the royal su-
premacy. But he, turping to the
people, said with a volee extraor-
dinarily strong fpr such a wesk
and infirm body: “I have come
here to die for the Faith of the
Catholic Church and I thank God
for it. Help me by your prayers

ansedo
'ty historical, at lesst it is not his-

from the lifelexs mouth and re-
ceived a scar that she bore for the
rest of her lifa, & short one, since
very soon she was to mount the
block condemned to the suprems
penalty by that very King whone
tmlnotion for her had dmﬁuﬂ
him dowp to the aink of inig

Perhaps this te is not »

I pray God Almighty to ye the
tKing and this Kingdom ‘and. to

popular opinions hald the victim,
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