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Only in the East has the tradition
of the Masa at night been maintained
without interruption. In Rome this
practice was discontinued very early.
Az a matter of fact, at the time of
Pope Liberius (362-356) but one Mass
was celebrated in Rome and that in
the daytime. The same was true in
Milan at the time of St- Ambrose,
Bishop of Milan (874-397).

With regard to Palestine, we are
told by Etheria, who visited the Holy
Places between 386 and 388, about
the liturgy of the Orientals. However,
at this time, the Orientals observed
Christmas with the Feast of Epi-
phany on January 6.

“On the evening of January b,
writes the pious pilgrim, in her book
Peregrinatio Silvise, “began the eve
of the Nativity in the Basilica of
Bethlehem. It ended with a
Mass said at Midnight by the
Bishop of Jerusalem. Following this
Mass, they went at onece to Jeru-
salem, which they reached at about
daybreak. After a visit to the
Church of the Resurrection (called by
the Greeks Anastasis), the Bishop
and his retinue retired for a little
rest, while the monks (monazontes)
continued to sing psalms till the sun
had risen. At eight o'clock (hora
incipiete secunda), the Bishop cele-
brated a second Mass on the Golgotha
(called Martyrium by the Latins). It
was the Mass of the Catechumens,
who were baptized during the cere-
mony. The sampe Bishop said a third
Masg under the dome of the Anastasis
toward Mid-day. The Feast lmd =&
solemn Octave in Bethlehem as well
as in Jerusalem.”

CUSTOM IN ROME

The same custom was reproduced in
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the Ordines Romani, published with
the works of Gregory the Great. It
was followed until 1870. At Mid-
night, the Pope celebrated Mass in
the Basiliea of St. Mary, in tho:
Chapel of Praesepe Domini, the
Cradle of the Lord. Hence the name
of the Mass — Statio ad Sanctam
Mariam Majorem, ad Praesepe. Then
the Holy Father celebrated a second
Mags st dawn at the Church of St.
Angstasia, and sang a thivd Mass
toward Mid-day in St. Peter’s Church.
Later, the third Mass was also said
in the Basilica of Saint Mary Major
and not at St. Peter's, but at an altar
different from that at which the Pope
Had said the first Mass.

It seems that the best explanation
of the custom of celebrating three
Masses at Christmas is that the
liturgy of the Nativity is bound to
the tradition according to which the
Messiah was born at-Mid-night, and
to the Christian sentiment which
never separated the Cradle from
Golgoths (Calvary) and the Resurrec-
tion.

In the course of the Middle Ages
several mystical meanings were as-
cribed to the three Masses. St
Thomas explained in his Summa
Theologica that the three Masses at
Christmas recall the three Nativities
of thé Son of God—the eternal one,
which has its symbol in the Midnight
Mass because it is concealed from us;
the spiritusl one, that of Jesus tak-
ing life in us tamquam lucifer in
cordibug nestris, which is well sym-
bolized by the Mass at dawn, and
the temporal one according to the
flesh, the only one visible, which is
symbolized by the Mass at Mid-day.

In the beginning, the Gloris in
Excelsis Deo was introduced only at
the Midnight Mass. Later, Pope
Symmachus (498-514) extended it to

(Contimued on Page 10)
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Candle in Window
On Christmas Eve

————

(By N. C. W. C. News Service}

The custom followed in many
Catholic countfries, and most especi-
ally in Jreland, of placing a Hghted
candle in the window from surset of
Christmas Eve until dswn of Christ-
mas Dgy has had various interpreta-
tiona of its m@ll}inﬁ%

"Probably the loveliest explanation,
sayk oné author, is that the light is
intended Yo be u signhal that “if this
had been.the first' Christmas Eve
when Ouri Lady was denied a roof
over her ‘Head, and wes forced to

g AR TR AT A TR T AT TR RS

wander in' wearinesi snd fiintness
fookifiy fot & Place to rent—the Hght
is theré to tell her that the would not

De tuHfied &waY {¥ork the dodr of thix

the Roman liturgy, as we can see in:

few years ago.

in the whole observancs of Christmas
in Bethlehefh comes when, following
a procession to the Grotfo of the
Nativity from the Church of St
-Oatherine, whers s solemn Positifidal
Mies is being celebrated, the Deacon
of the Mass snnounces the Nativity
.on the ve
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Custom of Three Christmas Masses - -
Said To Be Based On Tradition
Of Savior's Birth At Midnight

By DR. ALEXANDER. MOMBELLI
(Written for N.C.W.C. Christmas Supplement)
Whence comes that outstanding characteristic of the Christ-
mas liturgy—the celebration of three Masses, at midnight, at
dawn andiin the day? What is its meaning?
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To Bethlehem
By Way Of
Lourdes

BY GEORGE BARNARD
(Written for N.C.W.C. Christmas
Supplement)

Whenever I seo & crib I shall, for
the rest of my lite think of that
night at Lourdes when for a fleeting
moment [ thought I was in the cave
at Bethlehem. The memory of It {8
ike a fragrant fragment of & dream
which took me behind the curtain of
time,

And this is how it happened. Only
a few weeks ago | went to Lourdes,
memorable spot nestling in the foot.
hills of the Pyrences, where within
the memory of living people Our
Lady appeared to little Barnadetts,

ow canonized, and now Europo's
greatest center of gravity for de.
votion {0 Our Lady.

A hundred thousand men were
there to pray for peace; I don’t mean,
‘and they didn’t mear, peace-at.any-
price. But for the pacification of
fmen's minds, so that the chance of
‘another war would be remote,
! Thero were war clouds
lEurope when we wont. So there was
,& topical point to our geoing. From
twenty pations men came; and they
iwere all men who kbew war, or sons
;0f men who knew war. Many were
‘men who had been shattered by it
Some were the ‘sons of men who
never came back.

A STRENTOUS DAY

Now if you had been to Lourdes
with this pllgrimage you would have
had a strenuous day by the time you
had finished the torchlight proces-
sion. You would have begun, per.
haps, with a Mass at the Grotto at
6; ¢itmbed the rocky Via Crucis after
brealkfast for the Stations; attended
High Mass packed tightly in a dense
crowd under sweltering sun (and
listened to a 40-minute sermon in
French); prayed with the sick at the
piscines; taken part in the proces-
slon of the Blessed Sacrament:
visited St. Bernadette's birthplace;
perhaps helped the sick a bit, or, it
you were a newspaperman, written a
bit of a story.

What I mean to say is that you
would have been ready to call it
a day and drift along to a cafe for
a rest and talk and refreshment.
Personally I went to a little terraced
place that~ every English-speaking
visitor knows and that looks down
upon the river Gave just before it
sweeps round the corner to run*fast
the Grotto.

There, had you been there, you
would have listened t6 music cleverly
chosen by the band leader to soothe
and not to antagonize. Never by
any chance would you hear anything
that would offend your national in-
stinets: that would awaken any sleep-
ing feeling against your neighbor.
That is no easy task: for all the world
goes to Lourdes,

You wouldn’t, for example, expect
to hear, among French patrons as
well as English, a German marching
song. It wouldn't do.

But in the cafe on the terrace that
evening, there was a sight that had
never been seen in France before, or
anywhere else in the world for that
matter.

Sitting at s table with me was a
man whose name was fairly famous a
: What had happened
was that he had gone out over what
used te be called No Man’s Land and
had captured a machine-gun post il

Germans back to the British lines,
Also there was a bit of killingg. For
that he was awarded the Vietoria
Cross. -

Un the other side of me was & Gere

man. - I don't know what he had done |
in the Wwar, because somehow we

{Coutinued on Page 10)
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Christmas at Bethlehem

(By N. C. W. C- News Service)
One of the most {ouching moments

ry spot where Our Lord was|
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by himself and marched about eight;

i

s

s R
S ey
BN

By Francois Boucher
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Courteay Arnold Belipmann, Rey 4 (0, Inc., ,Nm,l;&kuh‘,*_ tie

Papal Carriage Once
Saved by Respect For
Infant Jesus Statue

The return of the Christmas season
life of Pope Pius IX, when an edify-

India Moslem Ruler
Composes Quatrain
On Christ’s Nativity

(By N. C, W, C. News Bervice)
A  Persian quatrain ontitled

recalls an interesting incident in the
ing practice centering about a highly
venerated statue of the Infant Jesus
in Rome saved from destruction the:

work of art.
The statute of the Infant J'esusl
preserved in the Church of Ara Coeli|
on the Capitol is an object of lively,
devotion, especially at Christmas

time. By the year 1848 there had
,developed the practice of carrying'
|the sattue to the houses of the sick,!
who, because of the gravity of their,
illness, could not come to the church.
| Nobles vied with one another in hold.
ing their handsome coaches always|
ready t transport “the Holy Child of
Ara Coeli."

In 1848, violence breaking out in
the City of Rome, where the Roman |
Republic was proclaimed, made
necessary for Pope Pius IX to flee to
‘Gaem where he was joined by many:
!of "his’ Cardinals- The carriages of !
the Cardinals were seized by those’
~who had taken control of the city, and’
were either destroyed or assigned to
other fates. The state coach of thei
Pope was about to be destroyd whn
Francaco Sturbinetti, one of ths mag.'
‘istrates of the Roman Republic, seek. |
:ing to mave this =g treeasure, made |
:the Propossl that it be saved and re.|
served to transport the staute of the
Infant Jesus on its visis o he houses
of he sick. The proposal was at once
sdopted, and with great enthusinsm.
The people, seeing the apal coach on
the street bearing. the staty to the
house of some sick prson, would sur.
ronud it,’ acclsiming it and praying.

LARGEST CHRISTMAS PUDDING
(By N C. W. C. News Bervice)

The Isrgest Christmas pudding on
record ix said to have been one pro-|
duted in England in 1718, It weighed
1,000-pounds, and had: to be boiled for
4 duys, accounts say..

Too™ frsquently people take more
frouble over Christmas presents for

house-ut U sN6 would be welcome {born. - - iy Triends than' they do ovir the
wh{né #tid everything thepe ix| The Deacon does so by singing the | bitthday present for™ Our Sawionr

of the duy's Gospel

L

- Himwelf,
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Papal coach, which was a magnificent .

s

fleent services at St, Pe

tthe Blessed Saerement.

“Lincs on the Nativity of Christ
{on Whom be Peace),” was ra-
cently composed by His Higness
the Nizam, religious head of the
great majority of Moslems in India
' and Premier Feudatory Ruler in
British India. |

An English translation of the
quatrain follows:

“When for Pharoah God created
Moses,

“He bestowed on him o miraele,
and lo’ the White Hand shone
forth,

“The Child immaculately co}x-
ceived bore testimony to Mary's
purity, »

“The like of Jesus, O Osman,
was not born in the world.”

In a hote attached to the qus-
train, His H 38 exhorts Mos-
lems who have “falth in the Holy
Personality of Christ to welcome
the Day of His Birth with re-
Joicing.” The note concludes with
the announcement that December
25 has been declared a public holi-
day in the Nizam's dominions.

Holiday Programs Of
‘Cathelic Hour’ Will .

(By N. C. W. C. News Service)
Detsils of the two special holiduy

.in the nationwide “Cxtholic Hour” on
Decomber 23 and 30 have just been

ducer of the broadcast. The programs

M., Eastern Standard Time, and will
.bo continuonos on most of the stm=

tions which carry them uniil ¢;30.

i However, a fow stations, accopdlng €o
the N. C. C. M. snmouncement, will
{earry only the first halthour shd &
{ few others only the second half-hone.
The announcement urges. il Jisterers
who cannot hear the whoie progrins
on ane station to consult thely daily
L nowspapers, since it will be possible
in many Yocalities to gt half of the
programs on one station and the rest
on another . )
The program on Decenmbér 23 will
consist of =& specinl Christmay sd-
dress by the- Very Rev. Mugr. Fulton
J. Sheen, entitled “Life Beglhs at

Foresees Christmas
109 Years From Now

{By.N. C. W, C. News Service)

One imaginative writer, projecting
himself into a Christmas season one
hundred years from now, foresees
greatly accelerated travel making it
possible for Christmas of all parts of
the world to spend the Christmas

‘holidays in Bethlehem.

JHe also foresees that through the
development of télevision and radio
persons in all parts of the world rua
e able to ses and hear the magn

ter's Bastlica
in Rome. : o
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GOOD KING WENCESLAUS.

_(By N, C. W. C. News Service)
“The _beautiful Christmas carol

“Good King Wenceslaus” tecords the
virtuds of & Saint who was Duke of
‘Bohemia dnd died th 935. Wencesiaus
was called at any early age fo rule
his people. Hi§ wicked lro€her plote
ted his death,and St Wencesinus was
killéd as he knelt in adoration befors

o A

the Radio City #

Seneral of . Cxnads,

Birth,” and a selection of Christmas
music presented by the Paulist Chor-
isters and Medisevalints, under the
direction of ¥ather Fion, The New
Year program, on December 30, will
feature ancthey sddress by Monsign-
or Bheen,~ ~entitled *The Whole}
Christ®, and more holidaw music by |
the Choristers and Medisevalists,*

The musical progrxims, it Is sii-
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different censturies,
be. “Hodie Christy
Somtaeil-de- PEnfant”, And
an”, on

Amch

King Wenceslas”, and_ Back’
gannn ’in‘"i:.":hﬁelai;ﬁeo”, ot Dicenbie
Both progran

will &
ios-of

8] Brosdessting Company,

Ottawa, Nov. 30.
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Feature Old Ca_roid o

programs, which sre to be prasented |

f-releaaed in Washington by the Na- ‘wh
tional Council of Cstholic Man, pro-~ | had

will be broadcast over a netwotk of [ %
the National Broadcasting Company. |?
Both programs will begin at 5:30 ¥.}-

nounced, will consist of carols of dif- |
ferent types, different nations, and i

“tnink that
really started b
vary beautifui

uily
hin and joined: 4

Louedes, ainarig sun

had. for pesca and my
Short. sddresses. ward then given:k
who «poke fx. four lnrigusg:
had a faw 9 his i

~histo

that it was Father
hax & parish ih Wa
- ;3¢ tld the Frené
mans and the Byith
gians, sach in thilr ow
this Pilgrimage for
Feench priests, who Wire
iis the world war, resily
§f the men who ook 3
 catTy its messxe
t-ﬁa!lda L

Then_the res
hippened.  Sofiied
‘someone elpe, “Let’
the Grotto before we g
word spread round the
Grotte.” |

Inside thirty saconds
de sid men of p
were marching, near mi
silence anid the d
saered spot which Ot Tuié
touched. - vy - s

ough, opetiad. the wing . ot
Acadethy hepe-mad-ptdzttbi
Hexohink work - ot
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