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\ Editorials

HAPPINESS OF CHRISTMAS

_About #ix miles from Jerusalem, up on
the mountain top, stands Bethlehem, the
city of David. Here are gathered on_this
fitat “ChiYistmas night the sons of King
Dayid's: line. Passing through the jostling
streetd and beyond the crowded inn, you
come to where a cave in the rough mountain
rock lind been made to serve as a table with
rudely:added shelter.

‘Enter, and pause to contemplate that
seene, It is,s0.#ad, so dreary, so lonely, so
,forlor‘;l’ JUp here on the height the winter
wind:#tirieks wildly, or, where it struggles in
through the chinks of the rafters or wall,
diur:dollmﬂa‘.- Little piles of snow are scat-~
tered about’' under every crevice and sleft.
A dim lantern lights up the desolate gloom.
An ox and an ass are stabled there. Near
the matiger stands the tall figure of a man,
béside-the manger a girl-like mother kneels

igh her face bending over her new-born
baba ‘Who &he had just swathed in linen
bands and placed upon the manger straw.

Does it not look like the very picture of
sadpess, of want, of abandonment? But
wheén you reverently gaze upon the moth-
er’s-face you behold a atrange bright beam
of myaterious %oy reflected from the face of
her Child. It is a joy so great, so deep, so

f1ll, so overflowing, so far beyond all human
word, so far above all human thought that
ever since that Christmas night the Church
rgu'ews the memory of it as a very.mystery.
of joy.
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The joy of that night gave its brightness
to the hope of all earlier ages, and its
warmth to the gratitude of the ages which

" look-back in faith upon this love gift of God

to man.. It is the central point of time. It
ia_the ecentral point of space, Towards it
the earth’ is lifted up. It is the cradle of
the Christ. It is the home of the Christian.
It is a mystery of joy.

To some this joy comes back in simple
human ways, Christmas to the child is, of
all the year, the time of merry festival, of
glad gifts, of kinder condestension towards
its liftle whims and of more leving sharing
in its little sports. It is a time when the
child’s sffection is gently drawn forth,
fondly caressed, and then loving put back
into its child heart embalmed with a memo-
ry which will always awaken again with the
tenderness of & terr and with the sacredness
g‘ﬁ“ ciggiggaygr as often as Christmas comes

ack.”” *

. The aged most often look upon Christ-
mas: with the simple gaze of a child’s eyes,
for a softened althdugh saddened experience

et

“will Bave taught them the truthfulness

which can recognize its blessing and joy,

- eyen. though it recalls many a face that has §

FA 1? u
; Show, an
* geant. But to the unbeliever there is no re-

. f&ded-shd many a voice that has spoken its
7 st good-bye,

;o dome this joy is quite unknown. To
s tHe unbéliéver, Christmas is a mere outward

empty custom, a meaningless pa-

y in life beyond the reality of the brute,
no worth in life beyond the mere glut-
1k of the brute’s desire,

 the eynie, Christmas is hateful be-
‘the-eynic has made-his own character
, poisoning all his gentle apprecia-
iy, stifling all his generous impulses, de-

all tryth to kindliness and fostering
Hat is unhealthy because scornful, and..
n what is false because bitter.
\trde’ Christian, Christmas is a
¢thy underneath the laughter of its
b or the sigh of its memory, has a
jfe;88 the message of Angels, a
the God who i human,
i ag the Child who is

céwgll within the soul which is at peuce with
od.

This is the happiness of Christmas. Qur
Qod became our Brother and our Brother
was born a Babe, that we should know how
near we are to Him in Divine and human
love, that thus with Him we tread our pil-
grim path unti] at last, through the winter
night, we come to the happy Christmas
gathering in the Home of our beloved
Brother, our glorious King, our God who for
our sake became a Babe,
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LINDEMAN ON FAMILY WELFARE

The Family Welfare Society of Roches-
ter held its 28rd annual meeting here lust
week. Edward C. Lindeman, professor at
the New York School of Social Work, was
the guest speaker.

C. Robert Abbey, reviewing the lecture
in the Decmber 14th issue of the Times-
Union referred to Mr, Lindeman as a “radi-
cal in soclal philosophy” and *‘as one of the
outstanding social scientists in the coun-
try.”

Mr. Lindeman is a radical, if by that we
mean one who dares publicly to advise the
breaking of God’s law and the throwing
aside of the ethical principles which have
guided Christian morality for the past
twenty centuries. But we vehemently deny
that he is an authority on social science.
But we vehemently deny that he is an au-
thority on soclal science. Mr. Abbey most
certainly failed to discern the unscientific
conclusions propounded by lecturer Linde-
man. Soclal scientists, Catholic and non-
Catholic, do not hold the antiquated notions
on heredity and sterilization that Lindeman
offered his audience, in behalf of ‘““family
welfare.”

In the December issue of the Scientific
Monthly, Professor Herskovits, of North-
western University, ” an anthropologist,
brings out very clearly that the moat that
we can say of our knowledge of heredity is
that {t is uncertain.

There was a time when a cultured group
might attend a lecture without being ex-
posed to the sex mania which is prevalent in
our day. Lindeman asserted that we talked
too much about it, and the proceeded to
glorify it The primary function of family
life, he said, is the control of the sex im-
pulse. He emphasized the need for easy di-
vorce laws, and for the dissemination of
birth control information,

No. Mr. Lindeman is not a scientist in
social philosophy.  Soclologists recognize
that all science rests upon law. The scientist
in medicine, is continually doing research
work to discover laws by which the indivi-
dual and society may be improved. Medicine
has made progress because it has discovered
that nature responds to work to discover
laws by which the individual and society
may be improved. Medicine has made prog-
ress because it has discovered that nature
responds to certain laws. So will it be with
Social Science. Tts progress will depend not

_upon the theories of a former faotball play.
er, but upon research that will have as its
ohiective the discovery of “law.” The So-
cial Scientist or the Sociologist who advo-
cates disobedience to Ilaw, has turned his
face backward.

* - - — -~

CHAINED BIBLES

If you go into the Rochester Public Li-
braries you will find pencils chained to the
desks, and valuable books enclosed in locked
cases,

In telephone hooths throughout the coun-
try, the telephone directories are chained to
the walls. -

Corporations and busines nCErns
spend millions of dollars annually /0 prevent
people from stealing.

And yet the Catholic Cht today is

still sharply criticized for practicing the
same precaution in regard to the Bible dur-
ing the Middle Ages. Bibles and other valu-
able books were chained in libraries and
churches to preserve them from theft and
to insure their accessibility to students at
all times.

The first mention of chained Bibles oc-
curs in the catalogue of St. Peter’s Monas-
tery of Wiessenburg, Alsace, in 1040, which
mentions four Psalters chained in the mon-
astery church. Most medieval libraries
stored their books in locked chests, and
presses, for we do not come across any other
mention of chained libraries until the fif-
teenth century. All the books of St. Mark's
Library in Florence (1441) and of the Mala-
testa Library in Cesena (1452) were
chained.

The Reformers adopted this custom of
chained Bibles in their churches and the
practice lasted for over three hundred years.
The Oxford Colleges of Eton, Brasenose and
Merton did not remove the chains until the

eighteenth century, while some libraries re-

moved them only in the nineteenth.

. The Father, considering all things in His
wisdom, power, and goodness, had made
Himself the artist, creating and building our
souls in His own image and likeness.”

.. To simplify one’s wants, to disengage
oneself from 4 multitude of things, and to be

sedntent with little, are sure means of acquir-

ng perfect tranquility.

Elf‘fy " like the thunderbolt, usually
scorches the:aummite and all those that are

eleyated above others.—Lucretius.

Raive  your-hesrt a little to the most
sweel and hdly étoss and you will find it
assuages every pain,.
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Diocesan Recordings

REAL CHRISTMAS

Mere men as well a8 women may
well read the Christmas message of
Miss Anne Sarachon Hooley, na
tional president of the National
Couneil of Catholic Women which
appears on page two of this 1ssue
under the Rochester Diocesan (‘oun
cil, National Council of Catholic
Women heading The true observ
ance of the day 1s tn the commem
oration of Christ's birth [From the
significgnee of that event comes
the spirit of peace on earth and
good will to men In that spinit
do we wish for all of you a holy,
blessed Christmas day.

*
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FACT. .8 AYAILABLE

For those who are inclined to be
hittle the persecution of the Church
in Mexico or for those who believe
that it is none of our concern, there
is now available & pamphlet set
ting forth the facts which explain
the protest of the Catholic Church
and {ts Bishops and faithful In
Mexico against the persecution of
religion by the present Mexican
government. The pamphlet is by
William F. Montavon, Director of
the Legal Department of the Na
tional Catholic Welfare Conference
I is published by and copyrighted
by the NCW.C In a foreward,
tho pamphlet states: “The Catholic
Church in Mexico is not opposed- to
universal education nor to the
agrarian, industrinl and general
aconomic betterment of all the cftl.
zens of Mexico The Catholic
Church asks liberty of religious
worship, hberty to teach those
Christian truths upon which the
eternal salvation of the dividual
depends and upon which civilzation
and national stability resta” An
impreasive array of facta are
packed into a small number of
pages, in chronological order, and
are allowed to speak for them
selves. Get a copy of the pam
phlet from the National Catholie
Welfare Conference, 1312 Maaxa
chusetts Ave., Washington, [} C,
read it and pass 1t along to where
it will do the most good

* . L ]

‘THE FIRS T LEGION’

Thore is talk in Rochester of re
viving tho stage It is hoped by
those keenly interested in tho the
ater that it will be possible tq bring
to Rochester “The Pirst Legior™
written by FEmmett Lavery, and pro
daced by Bert Lytell and Phil
Green and now successfully running
at the Forty.sixth Srreet Theater
in New York A play with Bert
Lytoll will have special interest n
Rochester for he s well known for
his work here. The play in which
ho is now appearing and which he
aays will “fool the wise crackers of
Broadway and the calamity how
lers™ to quote the Rrooklyn Tablet
1s an unusual drama and recom
mended to those who would see the
better things on the Ehsa-
beth Jordan, well known (atholie
writer and dramatle critie off
"“America ' characterizes “1ne Firsat
Legion™ as “the most heautiful
and deeply moving play [ have seen
this season ° Miss Jordan has this
to say of the play:

“The drama has to do with the
mighty and militant order of the
Society of Jesus, popularly knowr
as “The Jesuits’ whose history and
achievements are among the bright
est jowels in the great ecclecias
tical crown of the Church 1 know
nothing of what the members of
the order think of this play T do
no know whether its theology 1=
sound throughout, though I have a
strong suspicion that if it were not.
I would feel it. What I do know
beyond question is that 1t is one
of the finest plays I Rave seen in
a long, long time; that it gave me
an afternoon at the theater I shall
never forget; that I had from it ohe
of the biggest thnlla a play has
ever given me: and that I watched
the closing scene through eyes
blurred by tears.”

With the Legion of Decengy con
centrating upon the better things
in motion pictures, it might be well
to pause and consider what is good
on the stage and give it every
boost possible

* * -

TRAINING BOYS

At the annual dinner for Scout
masters held last week at the
Bausch & Lomb plant. a football
coach, Lloyd Paul Jordan, of Am
herst College, principal speaker
talked on intercollegiate sports, at
least that was the title he gave.

His talk, however, was far more

significant than the matter of ath.
letic competition. In one of the
most clever speeches we have heard,
t)}e Amberst coach spoke to an aa-
dience principally of men responsi.
ble for the training of boys and on
teaching growing youth, self.con.
trol, how to act under defeat, the
value of prayer, and the import-
ance of giving the best that is ir
them to the undertaking at hand.
Even the football cosch finds, he
said, that home training is ne-
glected in many instances. The ad-
dress interspersed with stories in
which tribute was paid to the late
lgnufe Rockne, left a deep impres
sion upon his heavers, st least this
one, who haa the responaibility with
their mother, .of Imsing five boys.
L ]

NEW USE OF BIBLE
A local traffic officer in giving

* instructions - t6 groups Tegarding
traffic rules tells us he quotes from . __

the Bible. A passiigé ‘ight be
better to quote than what some say
!

“My Godq, I bg;%éi‘g. 1 love, I thank,
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Catholic Factj But Little Known
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Christmaa 13 {yll of cucn a pro
found and gmniseraal Jos that eve
‘hose bdbland world’ings who tare
blankly at the atark challenge of
Christ are rogsed for a ittt e oyt
of their soph istira‘ion Into at least
a fevble homesickness for the innn
rence and hagpioess whisM are (ha
birthright nf ¢t hila hals feast \Mans
of those for whom the Chriat nf
Christmas means no more than the
algebraic uak nown X of Xmas are
stiil the willime rartakers of that
festive spirit which came into the
wotld as sacek a new thing on the
first Christrnas Eve

» * *

The world hefore Christ knew
no such thing as the Christian iov
which was heraded to the shep
“erda by the amgelle choirs It was
a sad world. and ail 1ts laug.:ter
had turned sour It was a dead

world with the mark of doom on

all its marble temples and palaces.
and with the iron of despair rust-
ing in {is heart. Even the Jows
to whom God had entristed the
sacred hope of the foture. had
slumped in those latter years intn
an impatient weariness hardiy di¢
tinguishable from indifference
Then was the falness of Gad s time
when man's, need was sreatest.
and the “tidings of great joy was
prociaimed to the world,
- L 3 *

It was the good news, the “‘god.
spell,” the Gospel. of an vrt*ink-
able joy. Emmanuel God i3
among us. The joy of it urges
Mary “with haste” across the
country to confide it to her cousir
Etizabeth The gladness of it
makes the shepherds run over to
Bethlehem to see it. There i® some.
thing in all this responsive and
eager speed like the rushinz: of
wings over a waste land. And in-
déed there was a moving of wings
over that wasted world —the wings
of the ‘Holy Spirit brooding over
the water of this second Chaos,
and His elected abode was the im-
maculdte body of Mary where he
had concelved and fashiomed the
body of the incarnate Son of Gol.

* ] » .

For God had become a litfle
child to- make us all the children
of His Father. We were prodigals
who had .left the Father's house
in walton pride and hud come &
tast to the degradation of. the
swincherd. Then the Divine San of
the Father took it upon himrself to
become one-of us, our elder Broth-
er, Who would mive ys His divin:
Hfe an Qon axid ¥y reslore us

sons and daughbiters oice more in
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e Pattere hoae N.ao0ow® 1
dare tor rgll tiad aur Fgt er e
e e fa al e sorld heeas, o

Pather hae agaln embraced v
His mast dear childten

. » L
And how heg il 1 1 € od arroe
plished this work of restoratior

and redemption’ Tie Almitaits
lord whoso throne 14 abave 'y
Cherubim becomes the Hate ¢’ an
unknown simple maldey and “ae
the need for nursing and ecare 1o
~aman wise He & cradisd in the
strav of a maneer, and althoug-
His hands sxing t1e stare in thetr
mighty pathe they now Ffoeh
streirh toward 1he farea nf the o
and ass8 whase bhreath kee = Hia
little bods warm God t2 anyreny
a craftaman good w0 works in
beaaty, He 138 a Maker whase
thoughts are sublime prems and
whose will fe ar eserlasting m™.
mance
o s e

Tt 13 the oy and 'Ne Meoa n’
this good news whirh hase ea-ight
the oyal love of the hristian
world Thev released an intens.
energs of enthusiasm shich has
swept through the cettories bhe
neath the surface of life like an
underground river {t is manifest
tn the joyful piety of the litursy
as fn the hundreds of folk cus.
toms and carols which were the

popular postie responde, to the di.

vine poetry of Betfhleherg. Here
is a happy joy. at once tender a .d
rugged, a Magi-gift of =ong and
‘eeremony.

* ® L]

But today there are millione
who will not know this inner joy
which is ia the blazing heart of
the Christmas feast. Thes might
have known it, were it not that
they are the inheritors of a tradi.
tion which broke from the unity
of Christian truth, Hundreds of
thousands of them have bankrupt
souls empty of faith: but they
cling at Christmas time to some
shreds and wisps of the uuforgel.
ab .

te_memory‘_* "
These . belong to the Infant
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j PIL,ACE—Lobby of Columbus Civic

Centre Building, 50 Chestnut

) Street, Rochester, N, ¥. ‘
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5:30; Evening—7 to 9:30.]
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| DAILY RENTAL—One cent for
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TN \a far as In us lies. we
muet make them s If we are
It will be far less by
wfeacsting than by ng !to the

full tse jov of that Christlan char-

o do en

v w oaen wan hyttlled in tae ata. ™
ar Benielfem,  Not morose,
ot egutngEs, fi cafeniating, but
andid. and charfiable. and cheer.
e only an wil convince the
sarld of e beauty and peace of
Ce 080 If it means beinyg
'aken In or wrunsg dry, at least
ts no Jlsgrace to he fools for

e eake of Him who made Him-
°«If smal! for our sake. We will
not win all souls, neither di4 the
I~fant Jesns with all His winsome.
ness  Rut we ghall bring some to
knee' wWith joy at the Crib,

tN\nte Do we need to remind

sou rthat the Library will Dbe

closed on Monday and Tusada:
durinz hoty hollday weeks )
. ———— e

THIRTY YEKARS
WITHOUT A(CIDENT

S* lenattus, Mont-—(JMS)—Cov.
~ripg vearly twelve thousand miles
of mountainous roads {n quest of In.
dian souls. Fnther Louis Taelman.
| J of 8t Ignatins Mission has
never met with an aceident In his
thirty-two years of serving the Red.
merr Such immunity from harm may
he due ta his rostom of telling the
Rosary with one hand while gulding
fhe car with the other This agile
priest of sitty.seven is now om the
eve of his golden jubllee in Religion,
having spent seventeen years among
the Flatheads, and fifteen with the
Crows besides gerving four years as
P'resident of Gonzaga University.

- > — e
Knowle_:l;.gp, comes, but wisdom
lingers — Tennyson.
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