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ffi^tne November issue of the Journal of the 
N»tH>|i£i Education Asiociailcm appears nn article 
eftif&tf h$Ml M enter polttics?'' The author 

. {U&V J0 '1" K . Norton, Chairman of the Asso-
!'(0fo**JQiitt .Committee on the Emergency in 
Mucittpn. 

Dr. Norton would have us believe that the idea 
cfjhe'.teachers' entering politics is an entirely 
iwy one. i When it is remembered that he has 
t&i l .* - strong advocate for the Department of 
EJucatibn Bill for the put leu yean, the political 
f5eia,i3*o«14 ao% appear to be entirely virgin soil 
tohirbv 

He claim! that teachers are justified in using 
Mthe power of professional organization in dealing 
with poKticit limies affecting cducau'on," In sup­
port of nis claim, he advances the following argu-
Ettentir, 

•""Hie welfare pf schools mid children can best 
be id varied i if teachers are articulate on issues 
which have large educational significance. . . . " 

/NJ[t&'lherfght and duty of teachers as citizens 
of 'a democratic nation to make themselves 

• Y*^51 -^*JI" 
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l ' the'trend 01 governmental development and 
I ptoctdure, makes it impemtrvc that teachers 
h s3houid..Jose prganiied method* in the realm of 

- | -"^he-feictof social change requires a continual 
g revision of, educational procedures. •. ."." 

I
On tikf nrtt reading, these arguments may not 

seem Unsound. But the assumption is implied 
"tfillleicli^rs, o r rather teachers organized under 
tJiiB N*t|6rial IMucation Association, a re chiefly 

j responsible for the educational policies of the na-
I tion, and that they alone are able to judge what is 

"J btSltlot the schools. One need not be a prophet 
• i o cwdrijde jhat the contemplated political action 

j8r,,||pfttfed J'fo serve the aims of the National 
., l^ toUOtt ABSodation. 
|1,..^Oya^thc.jold-.CTV for iiationaiiy controlled edu-

caw^li'. tu'Si where do Dr. Norton's arguments 
i|?t-|^fo. ihe subtle suggestion that political 
eiiure oil Congressmen and Senators might 
irig about the establishment of a Federal Edu-

*I>e5l|rlment, with n Secretary in the 
leWtalbfcet. 

j , Chamber of Cimmcrcff of the Umtcd 
« i ^ i , . B t W26, repudiated the activities of the 

f Kitjonal Education Associatloa which initiated 
-a^Toifflteuied io'figbt for the bill. Regarding 

i >tfis^ho^ement itself, the report of the Chamber 
I *f&idi;,"B%ir a decade, and with special -sehemence 
j "~lMM_ tiie war, a"fiation>wide propagand* has been 
,* *iafcrrAe1[ t b s , looking toward the gradual transfer 
.' §B^ponsibiliry for the support and coritrol of 
: ^oi* :̂f»ifeiic sejiools from the state, and local unit 
' *:0t!i.fn the sate, to the Federal Government at 
| ^^B^hlrigton.'' Those in opposition to-the bill con-
* s^feVnfe proposal to be fraught with grave menace 
s to the freedom of education ind to the preserva-
Ltiow of State sovereignty and local autonomy. 
r l 3<fiturally, the right of teachers to engage col-

t lectiVely fa political action cannot be denaed. But 
•^^he^TulIencerdT the cotirse suggested may be 

;. wribusly questioned 
| ^ " W York State has alwi\s had high educa-
C ra» Standards The present system would not be 

^jrfcjdltiy removing its control to Washington. 
WOuld the additional ta* that an endrely new 
" ifapartment would entail be particularly 

r^g»1)fcaTwsdy burdened taxpayer. The 
A *r*8'«aj<lan^V \a be avoided, however, is 
^Wtowfwsioit of education into the political 

T h e wiya of politicians have ever been 
i. We a re wit pessimistic when wc dis-

the jsossibihty of a Utopian State wherein 
.11 machinations will not exist And to 
ijdiae the w*Hare « Our idhools and our 

, „;—-&*, t o put the training oj cwr children at 
\Mfr***y -° f VohtttAl pafiie0 s -not tdr'be con-
i *4J«nng the long campaign wagred for ^he De-
• pî Bfeent of Education, the ofjewrts of ^ Na-
S 3 H 9 * ' Education Association insisted thai f edu-
r J S l ^ . ^ t o u l d not Vtfgtujton into pdlmWlf the 
^ jjteparttnent were established Now Dr t Kortoti, 
^ ^ « t t h e ^ « r o p o a e n a of the bitt, and llJeader 

g ^ j w o m oic<wtag:e the ^ a f i o d y of 
' o f &*bn 4<f hlve^ttcourse to jpS^ipoli-

Uo effect.knihtion, dfe benefit of ^h&h is 

^ ^ b e f t m ^ " } ^ ^ , l«brtofi^;a|v«ce. 
^ o * e . no loyalty b % b rgwaaW fhat ad-

r ^ r W f r d a of diKonta^jn t h e ^M: 

-A TMMITE TO THE WHITE FATHERS 

As against the tendency t o decry the efforts of 
missionaries to convert heajthens to the Christian 
religion, and bclittlement of the results of mis­
sionary labors, there is noticeable the evident 
admiration of open-minded explorers) and travel­
ers for the achievements of those who spend 
their lives propagating the faith among savages or 
at least people of pagan culture, 

Although William Seabrook's latest boolc, 
"The White Monk of Timbuctoo," is devoted to 
an apostate, a rare figure among missionaries, die 
author finds room for praise for that heroic band 

"known as "the White fathers," so intimately con­
nected with the memory of Cardinal Lavigerie. 
Their work, he writes, has been magnificent, not 
only in the Sahara and the Niger regions, but in 
the region of the great lakes, i. e., Victoria and 
Albert N'yanza, Tanganyika, etc., and the mere 
data of their results are spectacular. They have 
Christianized, it seenis, about four percent of the 
entire n on-European (in origin) population of 
the continent. In l'J30, more than 600,000 per­
sons of both sexes and all ages had been baptized, 
and there were from 200,000 to 300,000 catechu­
mens. 

Mr. Seabrook even expresses the conviction 
that the White Fathers' work shows it to be of the 
kind which endures. "Remembering the whole­
sale baptisms of the Mexican Indians in the days 
of Cortex," he writes, "it i s possible to be skep­
tical about the 605,486 baptized converts of the 
Peres Wanes. However, these conscientious 
workers require fuur years' preparation for bap­
tism. If a black, of whatever degree of civiliza­
tion, doesn't 'revert' during those four years, he 
is ready. The White Fathers are good psycholo­
gists." 

While brief, the praise bestowed by the author 
upon the character and services of Cardinal Arch­
bishop Lavigerie constitutes a sufficient answer to 
nil those who would belittle the cultural influence 
nf the missionary: 

"On the 27th of March, 1882, Lavigerie was 
made a Cardinal. Ten yean were Wore him, 
during which he had the jo» of seeing the work 
of the White Fathers and White Sisters crowned 
with success. Aligned with his work of conversion 
were his efforts to secure the freedom of the 
slaves throughout Africa, and the later years of 
his life were marked primarily by his struggles 
for the blacks He had been the first to respond 
to I.eo XIll's Kncyclical against slavery, and he 
was the moving spirit behind the Brussels Con­
ference and the Congress de Paris (1890). 
Furthermore, he traveled throughout Europe in 
the cause of liberation, and th is arduous activity 
nt his age shattered his health. . . . lie was a great 
churchman, and a great man." 

f — • 

Current Comment 
WHY NEWS STORIES? 

.Some uninformed Catholics a t times question 
the necessity for Qitllolic papers. Some cynically 
inquire about the need for the report of news in 
the columns of such papers, when we have the 
great dailies throughout the country. Others, who 
approve of Catholic uapcrs, but would have them 
contain nothing except educational and apologetic 
articles, ask the why and wherefore of Catholic 
news stones. The answer to these queries is sim­
ple and convincing. 

As to the need fur Catholic papers, this has 
been often explained and more clearly and con­
vincingly than we could ever attempt and by so 
many high authorities that we deem it useless to 
attempt to add another word on the subject. But 
the point of Catholic news is another matter, 
though part of the same subject. Catholic papers 
supply "Catholic news," Very often, the secular 
prê ss fails to carry a great deal that is important 
news to Catholic readers, either through lack of 
space, through policy o r through failure to have 
ttie incident covefed o r reported. Again, such, 
papers often fail to catch the Catholic viewpoint 
or spirit or statements that are of deep interest to 
the faithful, or at times these are so garbed 
through lack of sympathetic understanding that 
thev tail to carry the message intended. 

To supply all that is lacking, to tell correctly of 
Catholic persons and events and to give die max­
imum of Catholic news—these are some of the 
purposes of the news stories in Catholic papers. 
But more^—there is dissemination of such Cathol­
ic news to keep us informed as to what is occur­
ring in Catholic circles in other parts of the coun­
try and of the world; to encourage and edify the 
faithful by example of virtue, self-sacrifice and 
display ot courageous faith elsewhere; to remind 
us of our suffering brethren m other less fortun­
ate lands; to show how problems of other sections 
have been met and solved, and to post us on com­
ing Catholic events. 

Again, Catholic news stories help to keep the 
record straight for us. The erroneous reports giv­
en in a rush of the moment, the distorted incident, 
the propaganda stories accepted in haste as genu­
ine news, false statements of the antirdigious and 
anticlericals made at some public meeting-—-all of 
these are sifted, investigated and corrected in the 
Catholic news stories. I t would be enlightening to 
many persons to take u p a Catholic paper and 
note die number of such corrections and explana­
tions that are carried on secular news agency re­
ports, especially tiiose of foreign origin. 

Catholic news stories have a definite and valu­
able role in the Catholic papers. The old sayings 
that half die world doesn't know how the other 
half lives, and that there is ariother side to every 
story, are eminendy true of our own selves and 
also as regards charges and attacfo and stories on 
Cadiojic persons and events in t he secular press.-
The truth of the Catholic side will always be 
foujftd in the news stories of the Catholic paper. 
<-€aihoHc 4ctfon of jhe South. 

This longed for social reconstruction must 
be precede^ by a profound renewal o | the; Christ­
ian spirit, fipai which multitudes engaged in to-
dustry m every country have anhajppily departed 
. . . Then only will it be possible t o taute all in 
harmonious snivifaf fa t h e ronandn good, when 
all sections of society have the intonate conviction 
that they-are members oTa-jingle WMf§ad chil­
dren df the same Heavenly father; and further, 
that they jare 'one body i n f^nst 4nd,i|wryone^ 

^members one of another.' "-ftmycWti on "Rfr 
vconstriteUng tlce Swk -Orik'*- '•-"-''&• ••—-" 

Diocesan Recordings 
William Shakespeare b y his 

prowess for Notre Dame University 
on the football gridiron, Saturday, 
focused more attention in one day 
upon the illustrious nsrae he bears, 
than all lovers of Shakespeare have 
been able to do down through the 
years since the Bard of Avon left 
off writing- If such publicity hag 
the effect of making ono person 
"reach for a copy of Shakespeare'' 
it will be an influence for culture 
football has brought about that 
even the Carnegie Foundation can­
not gainsay, 

a a * 

Someone may now well write a 
book o n "The Mexican Tragedy" 
In N. C. W. C. News Service dis­
patches from Charles Betico, Mexi­
can City Correspondent, just re­
ceived, there is an account of tho 
"crime" of two girls, Luz Carrasco 
and Maria Guadalupe Sanchez m 
the town of Tetelpan, belonging to 
the San Angel section of the Fed­
eral District. These two young 
women have been charged with the 
"heinous" offense of teaching Chris­
tian Doctrine within their homes. 
Not even the parents of these girls 
have been allowed to talk with them 
and fines of 00 pesos each have been 
assessed against them. While lead­
ers of youth in the United States 
are urg ing the necessity of religious 
training of youth and many de­
plore the recent court trial in the 
United States" ihat hag toen styled 
an "American Tragedy" boctuse it 
emphasized the shocking Bo-called 
freedom of youth in tho States, 
Mexican leaders are arresting and 
fining their children for trying to 
Impart religious training. The 

"tragedy" in Mexico seems not that 
the children ore wayward but that 
they aro religious. 

Many Catholics were elected to 
office in tho recent elections but 
so many were named In tho State 
of Massachusetts that wo cannot 
but notice tho list and ponder a bit 
on It- In tho Bay State tho fol­
lowing, members of the Knlghta of 
Columbus, were elected by tho ma­
jority vote : David I. Walsh, United 
States Senator; James M. Curley, 
Governor; Joseph L. Hurloy, Lieu-
tenapt Governor; Thomas U- Buck-
Icy, S ta te Auditor; Charlos P . 
Hurley, Stato Treasurer; Paul A-
Dover, Atternoy General. Such a 
representation indicates that the 
pcoplo of Massachusetts do not have 
tlmo for bigotry in selecting men 
for public office- So many Catholic 
men directing the affairs of the 
commonwealth of Massachusetts 
puts them "on tho spot" They 
carry a great responsibility as do 
Catholic men in public offlco every­
where. If thoy do not sot a high 
standard for conduct in public of­
fice tho reflection will not only be 
on them but upon the Church of 
which they are members. 

Evory BO often members of an 
organization become excited about 
some particular issue and toko ac­
tion that later thought results in 
"red faces'' and public withdrawal-
Innocent members of such organi­
zations moat also become involved 
much to their discomfiture. The 
most recent example Was a recom­
mendation made by the Committee 
on tho Under Privileged Child of 
Klwanis International that club 
members interest themselves in 
the proposal to sterilize unfit 
persons. Learning that this recom­
mendation which was one of a con­
siderable number of projects con­
tained in the program drawn up by 
the committee for Kiwanis Clubs 
in 1935 w a s of a controversal char­
acter, the proposal was dropped en­
tirely from the Committee's pro­
gram. Interest in this project was 
recommended for the "prevention 
of the ever-increasing onrush of an 
army of underprivileged and depen­
dent children-" In Ohio, one of the 
"innocent members" upon hearing 
of the recommendation wrote to the 
President o f the Kiwanis Interna­
tional, copy of letter appearing in 
tho Catholic Universe-Bulletin of 
Cleveland, stating that: "As a Ki-
wanian and a member of the Cath­
olic Church, may I register an 
opinion that the committee' is en­
gaging with a subject which is to 
many of us odious and immoral-
Being a subject that is of itself a 
delicate one t o handle by an organ­
ization such a s ours, with thousands 
o f laymen and .clergymen of my 
conviction within its ranks who 

' cannot subscribe to the idea, sh»ll 
w e risk the controversies that may 
arise over the handling of matters 
o f this type ? " It was a courageous 
thing for t h e writer of the letter 
t o do and a n example of Catholic 
Action. I t w a s also commendable 
brave of Kiwanis International to 
drop the subjec t All organization 
leaders should give thought to this 
occurence and ponder deeply before 
rushing into print about matters 
that accomplish no purpose and 
-atir up ill-feeling in the ranks of 
the Organization. < 

* » * 

Sending Christmas cards, re­
ligious in nature, is a form of Cath­
olic Action, the true meaning of 
Christmas is not brought home by 
receipt of * G&jibjias card which 
gives sot the iHghttst Inkling that 
the Feast i» anything more than 
another national j^nday. 

That Thou miffelst fulfill Thy 
decree. O Lord, anil mightest In 
this sur̂ Jaas othtW, Thou hast be­
stowed all arace and. honor on Thy 
MotherV-StiMtthcdlu.. - f 

s 
TRANGE BUT TRUT? 
Catholic Facts But Little Kn_own J-* 

By AL J. MUBR^Y 
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• • • 
The l{pnaiB"»anri> reached it" 

jenlth In the sixteenth rentury and 
brought human tliouu'-t in an. 
other perilous erlsls. from which 
It could be sa\cd. anil »a" par. 
tially saved. onl> h> the sanlt> nf 
Scholastic phllovnph) 

The usual hlstorj boon chap­
ters on the Renaissance are flow­
ing panegyrics on Its advancement 
of human culture. On Its philo­
sophical side as Humanism, it is 
supposed to have dsicovered the es­
sential goodness of human nature; 
on Its religious ntde as the Itefor-
mation. It is supposed to have dis­
covered the essential freedom of 
the human mtnd. Bot>h supposi­
tions are wrons . 

• * • 
First, as to Humanism, the 

philosophical phase of the Renais­
sance. College and university 
profpssors who merely repeat the 
hundredth repetition* of the his­
tory-books all say that Humanism 
was the revival of classical litera­
ture and art. "Revival" is the 
wrong word: you cannot revive 
what , ls .already ,4iving. and the 
knowledge and love of the classics 
was strong in the Middle Ages. It 
is closer to the facts to speak of 
the Renaissance as emending this 
knowledge of tho classics to the 
field of the ancient Oreek authors. 
Whom the medieval readers knew 
comparatively less than the Latin, 
and as rais in; this love of the 
ctassics to such a pitch of idolatry 
that the Ideal life came to be 
looked upon as possible only when 
modelled upon the patterns of clas­
sical and pagan antiquity. 

• * » 
It was this lavish love and 

slavish imitation of classical an­
tiquity which led the men of the 
Renaissance to accept the ideal of 
the pagan man. self-sufficient and 
autonomous. This movement is 
misunderstood by the British En­
cyclopedia, which defines Human-
Ism a s the effort of free man to' 
ro-dlseover himself and to liberate 
himself from dogma with the help 
of the Greek and Latin classics. 

. Free man had long before discov­
ered t«.niself in the earlier ages of 
Christianity: -a}! Scholastic philo­
sophy had insisted upon the free­
dom of man. Nor i s i t very clear 
how a reading o f the Cfreek aad 

• Latin classics can Induce an atti­
tude o t independence toward re­
ligion and dogma: , anyone who 
reads the eliuwTc* With one* eye 
open will find tttem-full or re­

ligion, and wi l l discover that an. 

dent jiajian Utv- vm» -t*«**H'rmr •w+rt 
oiiperitlNnn "Y*» man of \'>;,.--« 
HI I'uul IIIKI tu thtw;reeli« I &»-r 
reive th.il in nil thlnas win me ton 
superstitious." 

No. the Renaissance Huni.ui ism 
did not discover man. ur Jiti d i« -
tilty. or his fretMioni Hut It did 
llbrate Ita follower* from religion. 
because it simr»ly forsot tlod.-
and that was not Mine nrjy rltrat-r 
It was tho crit ical riinoluslon r>f n 
v e n "Id l ine o f tlioughl. nhic-i 
had faded with pacanism, but r»ad 
come tn light nnd had been Rath-
erlna strength since the thirteenth 
century now in tho sixteenth orn 
tury it flaunts itself In tho op*-n 
It I*, pagan naturalism restored to 
life. 

# • » 
Parallel with Humanism :n t h e 

age of the Renaissance wns t h e ' 
Protesetanl Reformation, which 
the copybook historians Imp to 
pair with It as a companlon-pleee. 
saying that the Reformation nave 
the same freedom to reliclon as 
Humanism did t o philosophy If 
the twn are twins. thej a r e 
stransely different, like Ksai a n d 
Jacob. For the f a c t of the matter 
Is that the Reformation went in 
exactly the opposite direction from 
Humanism: it tanlnlmized man s 
part In his salvation. T h e Human­
ist^ fprgot orisinstl sin and Insist* 
ed upon natare's intrinsic good­
ness and soundness; t h e Reform­
ers so stressed original sin as t o 
insist that h u m a n nature v a s 
fundamentally bad and unsound. 
and could never b e healed even t>y 
God Himself. Combining Human­
ism and the Reformation as two 
expressions of the" same spirit f s 
like trying to combine fire and wa­
ter. 

» » » 
Again Christian thought was a t 

the crossroads: t b e balance wa-s 
lost between Humanism and the 
Reformation. Christian truth had 
again to meet the issue- For the 
Humanists it had t o emphasize the 
place of grace In nature; for the 
Reformers it h a d t o empnaslw the 
place of nature t u grace. The 
crisis was met moat prominently 

lo I in- Frjncisriin and Jesuit 
I ' ' p . t in. ;! . ! n « 

1 :.. I'ranrlscan Cardinal Caje-
'.ui .i'"l the Jesuit Suarez, were 
fur. limit In restating for their 
[;• ii ai-'.itif >- conti mporarlis ^-tha^ 
Sr'ii»l.i»iic philosophy and theology 
of s : Tuonias Aquinas. Thomlstlc 
I'lonsjlit w.i8 auain called upon to 
tt-H —t-Kat -Mmr fan he no healthy 
••pi-ration of nature without urare: 
liurn*m n.itiire It vnnrf. as the Hu­
man isits say . but not alt good, be-
f a u s e ii has been wounded and 
•weakened hv original sin, nnd so. 
fir i t s healthy operation, neoda the 
djvlrse help of Krare. Tnomlstic 
thou slit was aeain called upon to 
tnii that. wlill," human nature 
n e e d s trace, as the Reformers 
"aid. \ i; -: raei" does not do It an. 
s ince irn<-«» presupposes nature, 
ne i ther dostrinins; It nor takl.is; 
away the need for it, hut healing 
it nf its original sin, strengthen­
ing i t . and cooperating with it tn 
I he divine jdan of salvation. 

T h e Protestant reformers taught 
that tho leprosy of original sin 
was incurable: but the Church 
reminded t!iem of Christ's "Now 
j on arr clean." The Humanists 
regarded human nature as essen­
tially self-sufficient and intrinsical­
ly healthy: the Church reminded 
them that this optimistic sunlight 
was o n e d a y darkened when one 
who -was Ood died on a cross to 
re s tore Insufficient man and to heal 
hid wounded nature. 
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W h a t would we not give to have 
been ahlc t o go over to Bethlehem 
with the shepherds on the first 
Christmas night! But the Babe of 
Bethlehem waits for us in Holy 
Conrmvanion. 

Published every Thursday in th» Year 
by the 

a THOLJC COURIER and 
JOURNAL, Inc. 

50 Chestnut S t . Rochester, N. Y. 
Telephone, Stone 1492 

Communications regarding the con­
duct of this newspaper, articles and 
illustrations for publication, should be 
addressed to the Editor, Catholic 
Courier. 

I f ther return of manuscripts or pic­
tures is desired, they must be accom­
panied by a stamped, lelf-addreued 
envelopes, but the Editor does pot hold 
hiniself responsible for such 
cations. 

Business communication* of whatso­
ever nature mould be addressed to the 
Catholic Courier and Journal, lac, to 
the attention o f the Manager. 

W*4tb Ot w r o m n : 13 caul (2ft 
ulcnes),. 
• Depth of cohfut: 20J4 inches (fuB 
length), * - ; 

Size o f page; 143$& comma inches 
(7 full columns); 15Ji inches by 20# 
inch**, * • .. 

Form* dote noon of Wednesday 
preceding pobHcatioOi date. 
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