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- Editorials

L SH el ACHERS "ENFER POLITICS?*

N frf’fifé‘ Notenilier issue of the Jorxrnal of the
N al Education Associstion appears an article
tled "Shall we enter politics?” The author
. John K. Norton, Chairman of the Asso-
“g',Joint Commiittce on the Emergency in
Ldiication,

Dr, Norton would have us believe that the idea
. ol.the” teachers’ entering politics is an cntirely
, f new one' «When it is remenzbered that he has

ib&n,a«s‘stm g advocate for the Department of

Bd
1d

§ Education Bill for the past e years, the political
5 e B in):mﬂd not, appear to be entircly virgin soil

¢ Hed
§ “the- poy r?_f;pge'fes‘sional organization in dealing
© ;& with political issyes affecting education.” In sup-
¢ ¥ port of -Ais claim, he advances the following argu-
ok mentsr
v ¥ "The welfare of schools md children can best
-0 § e advanced 3 teachers are nrticulate on issues
« . ¥ whith have large educatloml significance. . . ."
- 7UIt 1% ‘the tight aiid duty of teachers as citizens
of g &ﬁ?ériﬁc nation to make themselves

‘;"é‘i‘a:':‘ LI

i

ims that teachers are justified in using

sdure, makes it

b

, i » “The "trend of governmenta} development and

. g : impertiwe that teachers

‘ shoyld mse grganized methods in the realm of

2§ polfesi oL

—r%- ~The fact of sochal change requires a continual
revision of educational proceduzes, . . .”

1

On the first reading, these arguments may not

.
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2 seem urskdund, But the assurmption is implied

¥

that-leachéts, or rither teachers organized under
thé Nationial Education Association, are chiefly
redponsible for the educational policies of the na-
3 tion, and that they alone are able to judge what is
or the schools, One nced not be a prophet
v R hade that the comcm!almed political action
i_ ted Mo serve the aims of the National

H hw‘ Aﬂﬁdﬂﬁﬂn.

it the uld-cry for mtiomiiy controlled edu-
; !*_i;fué where do Dr. Norton's arguments
o the subtle suggestion that political
‘off Couigressmen and  Senators might
gbotit the establisliment of a Federal Edu-

Chamber of Commerce of tha United
3o 1926, repudiated the activities of the
Education Associaton which initiated
tinued o fight for the bill. Regarding
{4 oveméit itself, the report of the Chamber
., -reudis “For a decade, and with special wehemence
e the war, 2 nation-wide propaganda has been
4 on, looking toward the gradia¥ transfer
,p:gsibiﬁty for the support and control of
public schools from the state, and Tocal unit
n the sfate, to the Fedent Government at
ngton.” Thosein opposiliom to the bik con-
proposal tobe fraught with grave menace
reedom of education, and to the preserva-
: Stite sovereignty and local autoniomy,
urally, the right of teachers to engage col-
ifely izx political action cannot be denged. But
xdesice of the course suggested may be
questioned. )
York State has_ always kad high educa-
datds, The present system wonld not be
femoving its control_to Washington.
¥ the additionat tax that"an entirely new
it would entaif be particularly
ready burdened taxpayer. The
10° be awoided, hiowever, is

ttngem. with a Sccretary in the
ef

4

lucation into the political
Holiticians have ever been
thitie when we dis-

st

A TRITE O THE WHITE FATHERS

As agaipst the tendency to decry the efforts of
missiotaries to convert heathens to the Chtistian
veligion, and belittlement of the results of mis-
sionary labors, there is mnoticcable the evident
admiration of openi-minded explorers and travel-
ers for the achievements of thuse who spend
their lives propigating the faith among savages or
at least people of pagan culture,

Although William Seabrook’s latest book,
“The White Monk of Timbucteo,” is devoted to
an apostate, a rare figure among missionaries, the
author finds room for praise for that heroic band
“kniown as “the White Fathers,” so intimately con-
nected with the memory of Cardinal Lavigerie.
Their work, he writes, has becen magnificent, not
only in the Salwra and the Niger regions, it in
the region of the great lakes, 1. e., Victoria and
Albert Nyanz, Tanganyika, ecte, and the mere
data of their results are spectacular. They have
Christianized, it seems, about four percent of the
entire non-Burgpean (in origin) population of
the continent. In 1930, more than 600,000 per-
sons of both sexes and all ages had been baptized,
and there were from 200,000 to 300,000 catechu-
mens.

Mr. Seabrook even expresses the convition
that the White Fathers’ work shows it to be of the
kind which endures. "Remembering the whole-
sale baptisms of the Mexican Indians in the days
of Cortez,” he writes, “it is possible to be skep-
tical about the 05,486 haptized converts of the
Peres  Blanes. However,  these  conscientious
workers require fuuar years’ preparation for hap-
tism. I a black, of whatever degree of civiliza-
tion, doesn’t ‘revert” during those four years, he
is ready. The White Fathers are good psycholo-
gists.”

While brief, the praise bestowed by the author
upon the character and services of Cardinal Arch-
hishop Lavigerie constitntes a sufficient answer to
all those who would belittle the cultural nfluence
of the missionary: .

“On the 27th of March, 1882, Lavigeric was
made a Cardinal, Ten years were hefore bim,
during which he had the jor of secing the work
of the White Fathers and \White Sisters crowned
with success. Aligned with his work of conversiun
were his efforts o secure the freedom of the
slaves throughout Africa, and the Jater years of
his life were marked primarily Ly his struggles
for the blacks. He had been the first to respond
to Lea XIIPs Encyclical against slavery, and he
was the moving spirit behind the Brussels Cone
ference and the Congreys de Paris (18%).
Furthermore, he traveled throughout Eurepe in
the cause of libernlion, and this arduous activity
at his age shattered his health. . ., llc wasa great
churchman, and a great man,"*

Current Cormment
WHY NEWS STORIES?

Some uninformed Catholics at times question
the necessity for Citholic papers.  Some cynically
mquire ahout the need for the report of news in
the columns of such papers, when we have the
great dathies throughout the country. Others, who
approve of Cathole papers, but would have then
contain nothing except educatrunal and apologetic
articles, ask the why and wherefure of Catholic
news stortes. The answer 1o these queries 1s sim-
ple and convincing. .

As to the nced [ur Cathulic papers, this hos
been often explained and more clearly and con-
vincingly than we coudd ever attempt and by s
many Ingh authontics that we deem it uscless to
attempt to add another word on the subject. But
thé point of Cathoic news is another matter,
though part of the sme subject.  Catholic papers
supply “Catholic news.”  Very often, the secular
press fails to carry 1 grent deal that is important
news to Catholic readers, either through lack of
space, through poliy or through failure tu have
the mcident coveted or reported. Again, such
papers often fail to catch thie Catholic viewpomt
ur spirit or statements that are of deep interest to
the faithful, or at times these are so garbed
through lack of sympathetic understanding that
they fail to carry the message intended.

_ Lo supply all that is xcking, to tell correctly of
Cathulic persons and exents and to give the max-
mmum of Catholic news—these are some of the
purposes of the news stories in Catholic papers.
But more—there is dssemmation of such Cathol-
IC news to heep us informed as to what is occur-
ring in Catholic aircles in other parts of the coun-
try and of the world; to encourage and edify the
fe}lth{ul by example of virtue, self-sacrifice and
display ot courageous faith clsewhere; to remind
us of our suffering brethren i other less fortun-
ate lands; to show how problems of other sections
have been met and solved, and to post us on com-
ing Catholic events,

Again, Catholic news stories help to keep the
record straight for us. The erronecus reports giv-
en in a rush of the moment, the distorted incident,
the propaganda storics accepted in haste as genu-
ine news, false statements of the antireligious and
anticlericals made at some public meeting—all of
these are sifted, investigateg and corrected in the

Catholic news stories. It would be enlightening to

many persons to take up a Catholic paper and
note the number of such corrections and explana-
tions that are carried on secular news agency re-
ports, especially those of foreign origin

Catholic news stories hiave a definite’and valu-
able role in the Catholic papers. The old sayings
that half the world doesra’t know how the other
half lives, and that there is arother side to every
story, are eminently true of our own selves and
also as regards charges and attacks and stories on
Catholic persons and events in the secular press,

" The truth of the Citholic side will always be

found in the news stories_of the Catholie paper,

~—&atholic Action of the Sowth,

“This longed for social reconstruction must
be preceded by a profound rengwal of the; Christ-
fan spirit, froni which multitudes engaged in in-
dustry in evéty coimty ‘have unhappily departed
: -« Then only, will it be possible to unite alf in
harmanious strivibg for the commmion good, when
all sections of society lave the intimate conviction

Dioceaan Recordings

William Shakespeare by his
prowess for Notre Dame University
on the football gridiron, Saturday,
focused more attention in one duy
upon the fllustrious neme he bears,
than all lovers of Shakeepeare have
been gble to do down through the
years since the Bard of Avon left
off writing. If such publicity has
the effect of making one person
“reach for a copy of Shakespeare”
it will be an influence for culture
football has brought about that
even the Carnegie Foundation can-
not gainsay,

L I |

Someone may now well write a
book on “The Mexican Tragedy.”
In N. C. W. C. News Service dis-
patches from Charles Betico, Mexi-
can City Correspondent, just re-
ceived, there is an account of the
“crime” of two girls, Luz Carrasco
and Maria Guadalupe Sanchez n
the town of Tetelpan, belonging to
the San Angel section of the Fed-
eral District. These two young
women have been charged with the
“heinous” offense of teaching Chris-
tian Doctrine within their homes.
Not even the parents of these girls
have been allowed to talk with them
and fines of (0 pesos each have been
assessed against them, While lead-
ers of youth in the United States
are utging the necessity of roligious
training of youth and many de-
plore the recent court trial in the
United States has boen atyled
an “American Tragedy” becsuse it
emphasized the shocking so-called
freedom of youth fn the States,
Mexican leaders are arresting and
fining their children for trying to
impart religious training. The

“tragedy” in Mexico seems not that
the children are wayward but that
they are religious.

E ] . L]

Many Catholics were eclected to
office in the recent elections but
s0 many were named in the State
of Massachusetts that wo cannot
but notice the list and ponder o bat
on {t. In tha Bay State the fol-
lowing, members of the Knights of
Columbus, were elected by the ma-
jority vote: David I. Walsh, United
States Senator; James M. Curley,
Governor; Joseph L. Hurley, Lieu-
tenapt Gowernor; Thomas Y. Buck-
ley, State Auditor; Charles F.
Hurley, Stato Treasurer; Paul A.
Dever, Attorney General. Such a
ropresentation indicates that the
people of Massachusctts do not have
timo for bigotry in selecting men
for public office. So many Catholic
men directing the affairs of the
commonwealth of Massachusetts
puts them “on the spot” They
carry a great responsibility as do
Catholic men in public office every-
where. If they do not set a high
standard for conduct in public of-
fice the reflection will not only be
on them but upon the Church of
which they are members.

* - -

Evory so often mombers of an
organization become excited about
some particular issue and take ac-
tion that later thought results in
“red faces"” and public withdrawal.
Innocent members of such organi-
zations must also become involved
much to their discomfiture, The
mosat recent example was a fecom-
mendation made by the Committee
on the Under Privileged Child of
Kivanis Intornationsl that club
members interest themselves in
the proposal to sterilize unfit
persons. Learning that this recom-
mendationr which was one of a con-
siderable number of projects con-
tained in the program drawn up by
the commmittee for Kiwanis Clubs
in 19856 was of a controversal char-
acter, the proposal was dropped en-
tirely from the Committee’s pro-
gram. Interest in this project was
recommended for the “prevention
of the ever-increasing onrush of an
army of underprivileged and depen-
dent children.” In Ohio, one of the
“innocent members” upon hearing
of the recormmendation wrote to the
President of the Kiwanis Interna-
tional, copy of letter sppearing in

- the Catholic Universe-Bulletin of
Cleveland, stating that: “As a Ki-
wanian and a member of the Cath-
olic Church, may I register an
opinion that .the .committee i3 en-
gaging with a subject which is to
many of us odious and immoral.
Being a subject that is of itself a
delicate one to handle by an organ-
ization such as ours, with thousands
of laymen and .clergymen of my
conviction within its ranks who
camnot subscribe to the idea, shall
we risk thé controversies that may
arise over the handling of matters
of this type?”® It was a courageous
thing for the writer of the letter
to do and an example of Catholic
Action. It was also commendably
brave of Kiwanis Internationsl to
&rop the subject. All organization
leaders should give thought to this
occurence and ponder deeply before
rashing into print about mattorz
that accomplish no purpose and
«tir up ill-feeling in the ranks of
the organization. .

. > W

Sending istmas cards, re-
ligious in na , is & formi of Cath-
olic Action, The true meaning of
Christrnas is not bxjoﬁght home by
rectipt of & Chijstoias catd which
gives not the alightest Mnkling that
the Feast is suything more than

_anciher. national heliday.

That Thou milghtest fulfill Thy
decr¥e. O Lord, and mightest in

liglon, and will i
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Catholic Facts But Little Known
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( The followineg i« a digesl of
the secand lecture, “Schowstie
Philosophsy and the Renaissance,
given by Tir  Etlenne Gilson at
Nazareth College on November
16thy

- * L]
The Renajsaance treached its

zenith (n the sixteenth century and
brougcht human thous™t to an.
other perilous crisis, from which
it could be saved, and was par.
tially saved, only by the sanity of
Scholastie philosophy

. a® .

The usual history-book chap-
ters on the Renalssance are glow.
ing panegyrics on i{s advancement
of human cufture. QOun its phile.
sophical side as Humanism, it is
supposed to have dsicovered the es-
gsential goodness of human nature;
on its religious wide as the Refor-
mation, it is supposed to have dis-
covered the essential freedom of
the human mind. Both supposi.
tfons are wrong.

L ] > L ]

First, as to Humanism, the
philosophical phase of the Renais-
sance. College and umjversity
professors who merely repeat the
hundredth repetition of the his.
tory-books all say that Humanism
was the revival of classical litera.
{fure and art. “Revival” is the
wrong word: you cannot revive

‘what Js.already ,diving. and the

knowledge and love of the classics
was strong in the Middle Ages. It
is closer to the facts to speak of
the Renajszance as e.'ending this
knowledge ol tho classics to the
field of the ancient Greek authors,
whom the medieval readers hnew
comparatively less than the Latin,
and as rafsing this love of the
classics to such a piteh of fdolatry
that the ideal life came to be
looked upon as possible only when
modelled upon the patterns of clas.
sleal and pagan antiquity.
L] ® .

It was this lavish love and
slavigsh i{mitation of classical an-
tiquity which led the men of the
Renaissince to accept the ideal of
the pagan man. self.suficient and
autonomous. This movement is
misunderstood by the British En-
tyelopedia, which defines Human.-
fsm as the effort of fres man to'
re-discover himself and to liberate
himgelf {rom dogma with the help
o! the Greek and Latin classies.

. Fres man had long before discov.

ered i..m¥elf in the earlier axes of
Christianity: @il Scholastic ' philo.
sophy had insisted upon the free-
dom of man. Nor is it very clear
how 2 reading of the Greek and
Latin classfes can induce &n atifl.
tude of independerncs toward te.
lgion and dogms:. anyone who
reads the clhsgios -with ond oye
open  witl find - them-full of re.

y

&

stover that an.

LIBRARY
N POST

clent pagan Hie was pestormt st
superatition  “Ye man of \theeo
St Paul sad o ghedireeks ] per
ceive that in all things soun are ton
supersiitious,”
L] L ] °

No. the Renagssance Humanism
did not discover man, or jiis die.
nlty, or his freeedom But it did
librate its follow ers from relirion.
because it simp»ly forgot dod. -
and that was northing ney cither
It was the eriticz@ml conclusion of o
vars nld hne of thought. shien
had faded with pazanism, but had
come to light and had been gath.
ering strength si;ee the thirteenth
century' now in thesixteeiali cen
tury it fannts t&sell in the open
It is pagan maturallsm restored to
lite,

® - *
Parallel with Humanlsm :n the

age of the Renalssance was the'

Protesetant Reformation, which
the copybook hgstorlans lnve to
pair with it as a companion.pleee,
saying that the Reformation gave

the same {reedorn lo rellglon as
Humanism did to pailosophy If
the two are twing, they are

straneely differen t, like Esan and
Jacob. For the fact of the matter
is that the Reformation went in
exactly the opposi te direction from
Humanism: it mminimized man s
part in his salvation. The Human-
ists forgot original sin and insists
ed upon natare's intrinsie good-
ness and soundness; the Reform-
ers g0 stresgsed orxiginal sin as o
insist that human nature was
fundamentally bad and unsound,
and could never be healed even by
God Himself. Combining Human-
ism and the Refermation as (wo
expressions of ther same spirit is
like trying to combine fire amd ya-
ter. .
E J * .

Again Christian thought was at
the crossroads: thkie balance was
lost between Humzanism and the
Reformatjon. <Christian truth had
again to meet the issue. For the
Humanists it had to emphasiz the
place of grace in mature; for the
Heformers it had to emphasize the
place of nature im grace. The
crisis was met mosst promiuently
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T L Franecisean Cardina) Caje-
tan ard  the Jesull Suarez, were
fare most in restating for their
Henmaance  contemporarivs ~the
Scher]astic phllosophy and theology
of =7 Tuwomas Aquinas. Thomistic
thorayght was again called upon to
el —teat tiere can be fdo healthy
operation of nature without grace:
Lutran nature 4 zond, as the Hua
man ists say, but not aill good, be-
cause |1 has been wounded and
weakk ened hv original sin, and sn.
fur its healthy operation, needs the
divirze help of grace, Tunomistie
thou &bt was again called upon to

tel  that,  while human nature
needs wrace, as the Reformers
=aid. v arace does not do §t alt,
since  wrace presupposes nature,
neither destroying it ner tak‘uzm
away the need for It, but heajing
it of its original sin, strengthen-

ing it. and ecooperating with it in
the @ivine plan of salvation.

* -* L

The Protestant reformers taught
that the leprosy of original sin
was incurable: but the Church
remirzded them of Christ's “Now
sou Aarr clean.”” The Humanists
regar<el human nature as essen-
tially self.suflicient and intrinsleal-
Iy healthy: the Church reminded
them that this optimistie sunlight
was one day darkened when one
who was God died on a cross fo
restore insufficlent man and to hea!
his weounded nature,

What would we not give to have
been able to go over to Bethlehem
with the shepherds on the fist
Christas night! But the Babe of
Bethlehem waits for us in Holy
Comm-anion.
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