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fex7 OF BISHOPS' STATEMENT ON MEXICO

Sy«
<. 3

. Spice, custamarity wiéd for oditorials i this
vspaper is given over ta the profownd pro-

&
PR

siokncement of the Bishops of the United Stales
issiad, following their General Meaiing gt the
Catholic University of America in Washington
aid furnished by the N.C.W.C. News Sorvice.

i In 1926, the' Cardinals, Archbishops and

Bishops of the United States issued in, their own
names . a-pastoral letter, protesting against the
pérs }_t,aonf;‘gf the Church in Mexico.
s Since, that pastoral was issued, tlic Bishops
of - Mexico ,ﬁstoycd public worship in Mexico,
under:- an. fgrecinent’ involving handicaps and
réstrictions that shonld never have been imposed.
Bat “éven that imadequate agreement whereby
hiberty ‘of worship was promised; the juridical
identity of :the Chiurch was recognized; and the
seve

RVETLY,of the lawa. against the Church and her
i_t&gtltq}bﬁs was to be mitigated, a new policy has
repudiated. - .
. T, our, pastoral of 1926, we stated what is
even mote -evident today: “The present conflict,
4¥-bpeipart of a war against religion in Mexico
W 'cht“-d j? inceptioni almost 4 century ago, t
a greater dégree than any preceding it, comes
£rom an:attenpt ot nothing less than the destruc-

tioh vo‘ifg Jivine Constitution of the Church by
*gducmk er to the status of a state-controlked

body, without the right to form, train and educate
her own clergy, to have a sufficient number of
et for. the:care of souls, to find means £or hor
support, to develop works in accord, with her
migsipn ‘of chatity and cnlightenment, and to
apply the teaclings of the Gospel tolthe formation
f ; icnice well
s right reason tells us what would follow the
success of such an attempt, and what it would
. meéan to Church as well as to State.” 4

. Spoke As American Citizens
¢, We spoke then not only as Bishops having

primacily with us.the care of souls, we spokee also
‘&g Amcricah citizens. We said then l\)\?hat we
repeat with fuller justification. *“We have a duty
?éspﬁk as Americans attached to the institutions
ok our country. and loving them for the benefits
y have coiiferred upon us all.” Present con-
ditions tade it necessary that we should no longer
mrd silence, War on religion has extended
d:tidtional -boundaries- through organized
hda in many countries, -
egitining systematically at the end of 1931,
riests permitted to minister to the people in
cojwerd decreasad  to such a ridicedousdy
number as to make of liberty of religious
ip & mockery, In the Federal District com-
ing over one million three hundred thousand
tholics, only twenty-five priests are permitted o
niister,  Many States have prohibited priests
altogether; for example, Tabasco, Zacatecas,

" 'Sgnora, Chiapas, Vera Cruz, Campecho, Quere-
ithout due protess of law, church buildings,
dences of Bishops and of priests, cven dwell-
- owhed by others in which Bishop or priest
be temporarily living, educational and chari-
blesinstitutions, have been closed and confiscated.
Nouttal by jury is permitted in case of any

I citizens are denied the right of assem-
ight of {reedom of the press.

s -society is denjed the right of
xitence.

ully executed and duly presented

fused,
denied a clergpyman
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tained that the State must possess the mind of the
child,

Bishops, priests, nuns and lay citizens who de-
sire to have the privilege of religious life must
exile themselves. '

Liberty of religious worship, of gducation, gf
spyeech and of the press are denied all who live in
Mexico. '

We need not repeat that we protest with our
whole heart and soul against this anti-Christian
tyranny, and again call upon all the faithful in

and 1o do everything in their power by word and
by act to-make the fact of such tyranny known.
Ng uplinjder of the rights of man and of
liberty of conscience can view complacently the
exercise of such tyranay, even though it be in a
country other than our own. They who suffer in
Mexico, they who suffer in exile, are our fellow
faithful, all memhers of onur beloved Church,
which is one Body. The Church in our country,

‘¥ the Church throughout the world, suffers with

the suffering Church in Mcexico. We imﬁlnrc the
faithful to pray most earnestly to offer their self

. denials and their special acts of devotion for the

ending of the persecution of the Church in Mex-
ico. We ask then to make themselves apostles
proclaiming to the world the inquity and the tr-
anny that mutilate and despoil the Body of Christ.

And again, as American citizens we present
our plea that justice may be done, that all our
fellow Americans may make themselves advo-
cates of that common justice fur man, which is the
security of every man and every nation.

We sincerely deplore the evident indifference
on the part of many to the life and worth of those
principles Lu:on which our American Republic 15
founnded. We cannot, we would not wish to -
pose those principles as political principles upon
any other nation. DBut to us they are as true aut-
side as inside the physical teritory of our country.
Propaganda in this country that would weaken aur
Krinciplcs is abhorrent to us. Compromise nt

ome or abroad on the part of any of our fellow.
citizens with regard to those principles is, to us,
most  represensible.

Desire for Peace

As we declared in our pastoral of 1926, our
own country canpot view with indifference the
persecution of religion, the exiling of its citizens
by a ncighboring country. We need not say we
would wish most carnestly to live on terms of
peace with every pation. We wish to say agam,
as we said in 1926, "\What we have written 1
no call on the faithful here or elsewhere to purely
human activn. It 18 no mterposition of our m-
fluence cither as Bishops or a citizens to reach
those who possess political power anywhere on
cartly, and least of all in our vwn country, to the
end that they should mternvene with armed foree
in the internal affairs of Mexico for the protection
of the Church.

We wish for Mexivo prosperity in its national
life, in its cconomic and social life. We wish t
the more honestly when we ask primanly a fidel-
ity to the fundamental vights of ltberty of con-
science, freedom of religious worshep, freedom of
education, freedom of the press, and freedom of
assemmbly and petition,

We respectiully request our fellow-citizens to
advocate that these principles he ever the guide
for ouar American representatives The full conse-
quence of the persecution of the Church and of
{athelics in Mexroo can searcely he foreseen at
the present time.  They cannot but eventually
be very grave. Those who must flee from their
own country into ours bring with them a problem
to which we cannnt be indifferent Tt is not with.
out sigrmificance that in the present turmoil of the
world and distress of nations, the hasic truths
of religion from which has sprung the stability
of nations are flouted and demied by those who
seek ahelutism in government.  The struggdle
therefore, which arises from the persecution of
the Charch in Mexico today s an illustration of a
crisic which may have far-reaching conseguences.

No man's voice should sound an uncertain
pote. \We cannot but deplare the expressinns un-
wittingly offered, at times, of sympathy with and
support of governments and policies which are
ahsolutely at variance with our own American
principles. They give color to the bhoast of the
supporters of tyrannical policies, that the influ-
ence of our American Government is favorable
to such policies. We do not believe, for a mo-
ment, thatit is. Tt could notbe. We would wish
on the part of the entire American public, of our
great secular press, a fuller knowledge of the ac-
tual conditions in Mexien.  All would then more
fully realize that we are pleading not only the
cause of the Catholic Church, but the canse of
human freedom and of human tiberty for all the
nations of the world,

*

Current Comment

MEANING OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION

“The proper and impediate end of Christian
education is to cooperate with divine grace in
forming the true and perfect Christian, that is to
form Christ Himself in those regenerated by Bap-
tism, according fo the emphatic expression of the
Apostle: ‘My little children of whom I am in
Iabour again, until Christ be formed in you.” For
the true Christian must live a super-natural life
in Christ: ‘Christ Who is your life’ and display
it in all his actions: ‘That the life also of Jesus
may be made manifest in our mortal flesh.’"—
‘Encyclical on “Christion Education of Youth”

. HOME
There is no greater enemy of society than

parents who do not appreciate the value to be
drawn from the peace and joy of home. If para-

++ dise ever descends on tarth again and angels tread

ity soil, it will be in the sacred precincts of home,
df dead fllowers ever bloom again, they must
blotrr n the smiling faces of home. Nothing
tierits the ‘approval of -Heaven than the
1 virfilous home. Around: it cluster and
etest memories of mankind, Above
eyar-blessed star that lights the way
atholic .Herald.
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to be in union with Him.

imself Man and
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Diocesan Recordings

It is interesting to note that the
list of motion pictures that have
been cdrried in the CATHOLIC
COURIER under the heading *A
Moral Estimate of Motion Plctures
Recently Released,” sent out by
the Queen’s Work, Sodality Serv-
fce and compiled by the Chicago
Couneil, Legicen of Decency have

of the United States and recom-

nded to diocesan newspaper edi-
tors for publication. We adopted
the policy some time ago of using
this list to the exclusion of all
others and now it has the approval
of the Hierarchy of the United
States. While we realize it is not
adequate to meet all demands it is
the only means we have at the
present time of informing our
raders of what motion pictures are
approved or disapproved by the
Legion of Decency.,

* » - ®

Speaking on the movies it is
learned from the Motion Picture
Bureau of the International Feder-
ation of Catholic Alumnae that the
idea of an all-animated cartoon
theatre which originated in France
has been brought to New York
by Robert Schirmer. With the aid
of five former college classmates,
ho has opened the Bijou Theater
on West 46th Street in New York,
as the first “Mickey Mouse Thoa-
ter.” The I. F. C. A. Bureau ex-
preasea the hope that a chain of
similar theaters will be opened
throughout the country. While im-
provemnent is being noted in the
general motion picture industry, it
is o sad commentary that animated
cartoons aré out in the forefront
in the matter of wholesome entor-
tainment. It 1a true also that the
private lives of “Mickey Mouse™
and other amimatod characters do
not receive afring in the press that
is detrimontal to the success of
their motion picture oexhibitions.

L *. &

our country to pray that such a reign may ceasex Jjust been approved by the Bishops

Impressing the Catholic view-
point upon all citizens on problems
of Induostrial Relations, the Social
Question, International affairs,
Rural Welfare, Civie Life, the
Family and Catholic Action in gon-
eral is the purposo of the Depart-
mont of Social Action of the Na-
tional Catholic Welfare Conference
ovor which Archbishop Mooney
will preaide 1n the future as Eps-
copal Chairmsn. Figures mnke
dry reading but a bit of delibera-
tion upon the ripples of wuter
caused by the stone being thrown
into the pond will make us realize
the extont of this department's
growing influence In the last year,
83,000 books and pamphlets wore
issued by the Department. One
book and nine new booklets were
issucd, articles were wrnitten for
17 magazinea snd periodicals, be-
sides & weokly serioa for the N. C.
W. C. News Service, and a new
service, “Rural Bureau Notes,” ia
sont to Catholic Rural Leaders.
Loctures wore dolivered in 82
cities before 70 organizations and
schools. Further development
along industrial lines has been
found in the promotion of special
dioresan meetings for priests, the
repott of the Department made to
the Bishops General Meeting just
held in Washington stated, noting
that the purpose of these meetings
is to consider the use and applica-
tien of the Eacyeheals and to pro-
mote education and action regard-
ing themm. The report lists the
number of meetings held by the
Catholic Conference on Industria
Problems, the Rural Life Confer-
ence, and Catholic Aection pro-
grams conducted in 93 colleges,
51 seminaries and 356 Newman
Clubs. The activities of the Rural
Life Bureau which is operated by
the Department, in the field of reli-
gions instruction continued their-
customary growth, the report
stated, noting that a quarter of a
million children now are being
reached by the religious vacation
schaols,

[ J * *

The greatest growth of the year
in the Department of Social Aetion
has been in the industrial rela-
tions, international affairs and
family life sections, particularly
through the opportunity presented
by the NRA and proposals to es-

-tablish social insurance, to _expound

the teaching of Quadragesimo
Anno; by the international situa-
tion to make known Catholic social
teaching on peace; and by the
growing difficulties family life
meets to make known ways and
means of strengthening it.
* * ]

In carrying on the work cited
in the report of the Department
of Social Action, the laity has had
its part. An example of this was
the sessions of the Catholic Con-
ference on Indastrial Problems,
held in Rochester about four years
ago. The work of the department
to be effective must reach the laity
in great numbers. Our Cathdlic
people must be informed along the
lines mentioned above that they
may enter into an even wider dis-
semination of Catholic Dyinciples
in every day Iife. It is thus that
the Chureh’s csuse i3 advanced.
As the time approachés for the
Catholic ' Rurait  Life  Qonference
-mext year, grester interest will be
munifested in the aims of the De-
partment-of Socisl Action of which
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Congratalat~ne o

Nnrareth
College for gaing u-  Rocheeo
tertang the aluahble oppartun:ty

of hearing Dr. Etienne Gilaan, ema-
nont scholar of the Sorbonne n
Parie. His three lectures Jealt
with “Scholastic  Philocophy and
the Middle Ages,” *"Scholastic
Philosophy and the Renaissance ™
and  “Scholastie  Philesophy and
the Modern Age ™ He wae manly
concerned sith the application of

Scholastic prmeples to the solu.
tion of three crisis in history, in
the thirteenth, in the <ixteenth,

and in the twentieth conturnes,

So timely and pertinent 1s Dr,
Gilson's message that I intend to
publish it in ths column, pvang,
in this and the next two 1ssues, a
aimplified digest of cach of his
three lectures<.

{(The following is a resume of
the firet lecture, “Schalastic Phi-
losophy and the Middle Ages.’)

Scholasticism was named from
the *‘scholae” or schools of the
Middle Ages. and represents a
philosophic  system which estab-
hshes a harmeny between the
principles of human reason and the
teachings of divine faith. Its
goldenn age —™ay be approximately
dated as from 1240 to 1320, Its
four greatest lights are St. Thom-
as Aquinas, St. Albertus Magnus,
St. Bonaventure, and Alexander
Hales. The philosophic thought of
these great men and their fol-
lowers was not by any means iden-
tical, but permeating all their
various systems was a common
spirit and the aspiration to a com-
mon task, that of saving the West-
ern  Catholic civilization which
was then in as great danger of
dissolution as our own of today.
These great philosopher - theolo-
gians were divinely sent as de-
fenders that the gates of Hell
should not prevail.

The dangerous enemy of West-
ern Catholic civilization in the-
thirteenth eentury was Mohamme-
dan philesophy, which had gained
an alarming hold over European
minds. \The defeat of the Ara®
bian warriors by Charles Martél at
Poitiers in 732 and their route
from Spain some two centuries
later £reed Europe, for a time at
least, from the Mohammedan mili-
tary threat.  But fire and sword
could not destroy the Mohsmmelas
intellectunl  influence. - During
their occupation of southwestern

pare for a full uﬂé&standi_ng of
the necemity - for participating in
this  amportand -depiriment  of
Catholic Action, - ,

Arabtans  hasd

Faraepe, the miten
provided for the continuty of ther

thought and calture by the bu'ld
ing of actauls and libraries, which
thet conguairors did not destroy.
After the (onquest, translations
of Mehammedan books began to
circulate  widely through FEurope,
with the result that an alarming
numbir of students, 1n the enthu-
siasm of their opinion that the
Arabian philosophy was superior
to the European, became its de-
votees, Here was a second Mo-
hammelan invasion of Furope, this
Lone by Saracens with the
sword, but by nominal Thristians
with mind« perverted by Moham-
medan  philosophy. It  needed
strong resistance by Christian
cru<aders in the realms of thought.
This was the task escayed by
Schulastic philo=sophy.

et

The dangerous thing about Mo-/
hammedan  philorophy  was  its
fatalism. Tt taught a ulnver=al

and ineecapable  predestination,
which allbwed no place for human
individuality or hberty. God's es-
sential attnbute, according to
Arabian teaching, is absolute Ne-
cessity. The consequences of the
divine action are, therefore, nec-
essary and vunchangeable, The
world, in consequence, is absolute-
Iy necessary and cannot be changed
even by God; it is likewise as eter-
nal as God, since God’s action was
eternally operative and efficient.
If there is the element of change
in the world, as there is, such
changeableness is due to the im-
perfection of matter. 1t is matter |
which is the principle of individu-
ality, and the only purpose of the
individual is %o recpresent the
species, Since only the species, or
the universal, or the abstract is
real, it follows that the individual
is unreal and mmust in time sur-
render its identity to the reality
of the universal.

1t is quite plain that such a sys-
tem of thought ‘concedes no place
to the dignity of the. human indi-
vidual. It teaches rather that there
is no individual soul but only one
universal soul common to the
whole human race; thus, when a
man is thinking or planning, it is

. not his own goul which so thinks

and decides but rather the common
goul of the race which operates
through him as one of its instru-
ments,

If this Mohammedan philosophy

. had conquered the intelligence of

Europe, western Christian clvili-
zation wonld bave been doomed.
The European Gheistianity of the
thirteenth century had €6 givd and
arny itzell For war, & war of the:
Ao . *

existence to  others.

by a

spirit, and  the champion whom
Goa rased up was Thomas Aqui-
nas.

This great Titan of thought op-
posed the Mohammedan error
by i~ well-wrougght definitions of
dvine creation and of human in-

dividualty. He reasoned thus:
tiod « mnecessary in  Himself:
ses, hut more than that, He is

alw nfinite and free, and not a
dnve to His own necessity. For
God ta create means for a self-
eusting Being to give the gift of
Now, since all
effects bear a likeness to their
causes. and since our Divine Cause
ic efficient, we alse are efficient
bemngs. What we do, we do with
that efficiency which is part of
our nature, and not as mere in-
struments passively operated on
higher agency outside our-
selves. '"Rule over the earth” was
the commission given the first man
in Genesis. In the great phrase
aof Dionysius the theologian, we
human beings afre ‘‘co-workers
with God.” Assuch, we have souls
that are individual, bearing their

own responsibility and acknowledg-

ing their own freedom of choice.

Here was the keen sword of
Truth forged by reason and reve-
lation to beat back the peril of
Mohammedan fatalism in the thir-
teenth  century. To the great
Scholastic philosophers we owe the
strong defense of our human value
as individual freemen, whose
liberty not even God will violate.

Py

We ought to work and suffer for
God; and for the rest, let Him make
use of us aceording to His good
pleasure, for the fylfilment of His
most holy Will should he our sole
and only desire.

Published every Thursdiay in the Year
by the

CA'THOLYC COURIER and
JOURNAL, Inc
50 Chestnut St. Rochester, N, Y.
Telephione, Stone 1492

Communications regarding the con-
duetl of this newspaper, articles and
iflustrations for publication, should be

addressed to  the Editor, Catholic
Courier.

If the return of manuscripts or pic-
taares is desired, they mtust be accom-
panied by a stamped, self-addressed
enivelope, but the Editor does not hold
himself responsible for such communi-
cations,

Business communications of whatso«
ewer nature should be addressed to the
Catlolic Courier and Journal, Ine, to
the attention of the Maniger.,
MECHANICAL REQUIREMENTS

. Width of column: 13 ems (2%
ivches). ‘
kmDegth of column: 2034 inches (full

Size of pge: 4356 cohstion inches
_(7 full eoll;':mi) 3 1534 inches by 204
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