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one petrified,
by Jetter or

LongfeXJow, who only a few years ago was con-
sidered our leading American poet and par ex-
cellence  the chiidren’s poet, in the latest répo

i) on the 1¥kes and dislikes in poétry of 50,000 school
ot, New Yotk City childrers _takes second place to James Whitcamb
Pakilehed by Riley. “That is a change that has taken place

since dying is going on in literature all the time,
and it s not entirely the reader's fault that he
does not find all. parts of so-called great books
suffiiengly interesting to hold his attention,

White this is true, the neglect to read good
hooks is partly our own faujt, and ours is the
great loss, - We get out of the hablt of reading
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ssharL bl : hooks w*!!iclé we once cared }f,’or, or perhaps we
e p < amevet-maniged to get past the initial difficultics
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d ,’E'a!toridli! and so keave never discovered how interesting the
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. - st hiodes ay be if we read only the parts that

arealive today and skip those that are deads We

Gught to wake up and take a fresh start lest we

* miss the- finest thitig in life thiough sheer lnziness.

_Qf thit good bogks that still are really inter-

citliig-there are o’ gtént fnahy more than. any ane

A person caxt ever hope to read.  We have but a lit-

o il tle thile- £n this life, and in reading we ought to
HISGEE®,  yake e bast of it, So what shall we choose ?

, testait , : g
and | Tay-people | thioughout'~the e ab : it is goi
exldersce of disatisiadion: with: the }}\ﬂl_e a book must be interesting if it is going

to help s, at the same time if it s o great book
aid e Tidpive us, dur time is spet to double
or trehle the advantage that it.would be if it were
only agood book, If we can read the best and
noiitrely good books, we have acwally added
“Norle yea¥s to our life, measuring life by what
- We Cowd into it.

But no man can be another's sole guide and
do his thinking for him. Every man must fave
“tandards and principles, and be able to judge
for himseZf, '

So far as T know, nearly every onc who has
written about books has recommended volumes
in_the lurmap, as Wordsworth’s Poems, Lamb's
Essays, Scott’s novels, etc., as if every collection
between covers weré food all the way through,

The fact is, great books need to be sifted in
themselves, as well as great collections of books.
©ply a few poems of Wordsworth's or Cole-
Yidge's or Keat's ar Shelley's or Tennyson's or
E.ongfellow's are first rate, and all the others in
their complete works would better be left out as
far as'the average manm we have in mind is con-
cetnéd.  Even the great novels have to be
sll‘inj\msd, aiil it is not every one who knows how
to do that.

The hest way to get interested in great litera-
$irro-is-to—take-nn—ant] i time, Tiirn some-
thing nbotet him personally and as a man of let-
téry o s¢ad a little now and then at odd
maomeits Evom his finest work, If you read too
miiich at oxae time you may get sick of him before
you rally know him, for you must learn to like
alifiost any- good thing, You must st yourself
"the titk of uwnderstanding him before you allow
yourstlf to iake up your mind you do not care
for. Wi, If you really can’t get enthusiastic
about dit uthor, by all means go on to the next,
who may suit yoil better.
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ly. 130 odd western schisms, all of
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ath v« When Ilook at the divided,
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it comimon only the - persoit
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ng poit of separations rather than &
he reason, which they-dis- . . - )
ie-principle of prjuate fiter- g Tout genturies ago, & monk by the name of
s, the lack of an.in~  Murtil” Laither ifistituted against the Catholic
Our " non-Catholic  CHhitrch 4 raebellion which is known in history by
oigh amoig them~ the misiorzier of “reformation.” Two signifi-
versity, or in hilding a £, factorsg-of Larther's success in Gemiany were
akings dead Wi | %0 German natiomalism and especially
tande which fie Tectived from
s, Nationalism and political
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We are not one of the 2,300,000 subscribers
of which *“€Collier’s” boasts. But it is fun to think
af what we could do, if we had a subscription list
like that! - .. we wonder how.many of those
2,300000 subscribers are Catholics? ., ., Catho-
“lics who never buy any Catholic newspaper or
fagazine? How many of those 2,300,000 sub-
Scribirs live in the Rochéster Diocese, but do not
Suppirt the “Cathiolic Courier?”’ “Collier’s”
goes on saler every Friday, but so does the *“Catho-
lic Courier ¥*

4

very‘thinf. . ‘which once contributed so largely to
the ditablikFatisnt of -Protéstantism in Germany
may be thevery things which will destroy

effort begotten of national-
subordinate German. Protes-
ts of the state l’)"yhppoint-
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ath cenatuty ?

faﬁ;ox;s 'ﬁhiéhfw 1 crush

' ____.:0ATHOLIC.COURIER, THURSD

drficle s for the avergé person who
- pewspdper ihore than he ought, and
interesting  books
take
pleassaxe in- reading ahd: which might be of some

- As men and bboks’ grow old they lie as a
I\ tréd (Fids, a branch hére and a hranch there, till
4 irlst (h{!};sink itits ‘oblivion. (We refer to the
. ). F+ ks of the past are
no longer sufficiéntly alive to be inleresting to the
jmportant

Probibly orations die first, sinee | they wete
intended to be heard rather than read. Demos-
thenes ¥ “For the Crown” is €iaditionally spoken
of ay thie world's greatest oratioh, hut today it is

aucer was g very agreeable story-
teller, but we can't understand his English, Even

___"Pleasg don't do thaty - -youlre —

stioh banquet,

which Lather ‘apitalied , .

remark Lo cemmae back

simflar to: “ls Brookiyn still in
tho Ixdgué?”
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The following was told fo us
and to the credit of Aquinas [n.
stitnie boys whoever they were, we
repeat it. In 8 city bus, this week,
seats were occupried by about ten-

Aquinas  boys. That number of

young women erxiered the bus and

one of the Aquirzas students called

out "Gentlemen of Aquinas.” None
of the young wormen was required
to stand in the bus.
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You hear the msofl-spoken word:
“Brother, can yor fpare s dime?”
Tha first ifmpulse (8 to reach in
the pocket to ald one who appears

‘to he in great need. There Is a
second thought, we are Llold by
those wha have made a special
study of mendicaricy, You are not
helping these men by giving them
rnoney, they say. Louls Rosnick,
writing in To.day states: *“One
out of 4 hundred really needs the
dime for a bed@ he pleads for.
Neatrly one in every three s an al.
cohollo—a confirmxed drunkard. A
full third are profeslonal experts
in mendicancy, Ferhaps one.haif
are recently unemployed young
men who, havixg observed In
walking streets how oasy it s t
get money simply by asking for it,
prefer that mode of relief.” Any
person, says the Ave Maria, who
is really in want need not beg up-
on the streets. If ho present him-
self at the regular relfet head-
quartors he will ot only he fed
and lodgod, but tke organization
will endeavor to sel him a posl.
tion so that he may be aelf.up-
porting. To give mmoney, then, to
theso men who accost us on tho
street i3 a real himdrance to Q’-
ganized relief work.
L} * L}

In our exclhianges wo have como
acrom tho following incidents re.
ported which will bxe of particular
interest to Holy Nmme men. Tho
first is about a lawyor who was
in an elevator witlz some men he
did not know when a big fellow
smong themi began swearing. He
used the name of God wickedly
and loosely and seemod to think
nothing of it.

The lawyer touched hts arm,
and sid {o a quiet manner, “I
wouldn't do that If I were you."
Instantly the man stopped, looked
troudbled, and then exclalmed,
“You'ro right, yow'ro right!® |
shouldn't do that. 1 just don’t
tirink whaf T am s=mylng.” It re-
sulted in the two having & plens.
ant conservation to@ether.

‘That same lawyex had made It
his hadit lor years to speak to
awearing men whex he could. U
a man is using the mame of Jesus
or God in vain, ho ssys to the man,

speaking of a f(riend of mine.”
And ho has never mnet with any.
one who did not lision to him as
a gentloman should. It is one way
he has of testitying 2o his love for
his Lord and Saviour.

The same work can be done by
man or boy. Some young college*
fellows were having a class sup-
per. Ono of the nxamber started
a4 coarse song to the tune of a
hymn, Others joined in. Then one
lad, who waan’t known to be espe-
cially religious, jurnped up and
called out, ‘*None of that fellows!
No sacriloge here! We can have
a good time, but nix on that!

He st down; the song faded
and stopped, and without & word,
srmething else was faken up,
Thers was no offense. It was just
the clean, manly thimg to do, and
the crowd knew it.

Catholic men carr keep these
Instxnces in mind axnd in similar
manner without cacesing fuss or
disturbance, can direct other men's
conversation and thoughts into
proper channels,
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There has been = cessxtion of
the oft bobbing up of the faise
Knfghts of Columbus oath in this
vountry butFecently it made its
appearance in Eaglad  where
there 1s a similar organization
known as the Knights of Columba.
An attemnpt was imade to wreek a
convention of the Knights at Not.
tingh&m by dissemixation of the
“homus oath,” but it latled to
cruse the effect desized. A copy
of the so-called oath was sent to
the Lord Mayor who zave an of.
fleial reception in  the Cowmeil
House. The Mayor o being: told
its history, ignored it. Monsignor
Bigland, speaking at  the. conwen-
recalliad - that the
“oath” was in circulation & the
United States ‘when hie jolned the
Knlghts of Cotumbus thieie twenty-
five years ago, Th#e American
broght the Har lo coxirt aud saw
the .pubmhe‘p‘ vl‘t ié‘.‘" od.
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inspired poet of Christian prayer,
but perhaps never so graciously m
when She consecrated May of the
spring sowing and Octoder of the
antumn harvests to that Virgin.
Mother, the Root of Jesse, of
whose holy flowering we hungry
wayfarers may harvest the Eu.
charistic Food and Drink of our
souls.

Aary is homnored in QOctober as
the Queen of the Holy Rosary. It
used to be the Holy custom years
ag0 to gather the family after the
evening meal for the praying of
the beads on each day of the Rosa.
ry month. But today & huoundred
vanities have crowded iz to shout
down the holy quiet and the dedl-
cated Intimacy of the home circle,
aud if the Rosary be sald at wll,
it is too often alone with hurtled
minds and hurrying fingers.

And yet. . ., the priest is saved
from pessimizsmn in this matter by
occasional God . given glimpses
which bear witness that the Lord
and His holy Mother still find
satred welcons® in homes loyal and
steadfast in family prayer. I re-

member ‘wejl one home where [

was the overnight goest of = mod.
erately ‘well<to.do middle - aged
couple, whose educated and cul.
tured children had been given in
marriage and were living in dis-
tant cities. ¥In the late evening,
the quiet of my room becxpe
gradually musical with the echoes
of distant voices downstzirs in
oven and melodious cadence. As
the syllables became more audible,
I ¢onld hear that it was the Ros.
ry being slowly and reverently
xaid: and there was & bracing of

--the heart and a ‘Thanks be to

God!® on the Hps to realize that a
modérn home of culture and re.
finement was still. s shrine of
Mary’'s Rosary.

. “A monotonols rigmarole, this

Rosary of yours!” That is what -~

many non-Catholles think, And
eveni Catholies, inclined tor protest
against the hurried, mechxniol
‘babble into. which the pubile. reci-
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wreck,” g
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fapges fn  our churcnes, may be
tempted to agree with the stran.
gers’ libel. And jet we must be
careful not to hurl tudignation
against a devotion for {ts misuse
Certainly the parrot babbling
which we sometimes hear would
have drled up the fever of a St
Teresa: but let's not blame the
Rosary, which, when properly said,
is one of the richest and profound.
est of our devotions.

The Rosary is & symphomy of
prayer. with its themes and varia.
tions, ascerrding the whole seale of
faith and hope and love, from joy
fhrough sorrow unto heavenly
giory. The Our Father, the Hall
Mary, the Glory are the three
themes, repeated again and agaln,
now with the mood of gladness in
the forful M ysteries, again with an
andante of grief {n the sorrowlul
Mysterles, and yet again with the
triumph of glory In the glorious
Mysteries. The satmosphere and
color of these three themes wiil
change according to the mood of
each Mystery. Cerlainly if I say
the Hail Mary while pohdering the
sorrowfal  Mystery ,\of Jesus'
Scourging, that saeréd prayer
takes on a sngning and & pathos
which are Ear QGifferext from the
‘happiness that floods the soul
when, uatill saying the same Hail
Mary, I reflect mpon the giorious
Mystery of the Resurrection.

A Beethoven symphiony is not
mohotsnous to & musician,
Though. iis themes be few und
simple, he finds unwearying de-
iight in the rich aund fertile in.
wventiveness of the muasical Titan
who could build such & temple of
tone with materials so0 meagre.
There is constant repetition, but
with such a variety of treatment,
that new grace and beauty and
depth sro revenled in esch melodiv
Jhrase, So too the repetitions in
the Rosary =are fieed fromt the
snare of momotony by the varisty
ot the apiesl which' the jowful,
sorrowful amad -gloriois Mysteries
niike to our fhinds &nd magins.
tiony.  Mere- esrtatnly is no mere
-supkratitions ‘babbling, -but an fn-
telligént devotion which engages

. Il the best powers of the soul, if
- only'ws approach it with good will
; wnd energy.

“Monsignor Benson's nowels which

. yoay ‘illustrate my point even fore
- elewrly,
_TOF comment. . -

It needs no in;rqducﬁon

.. "‘How can prayos
-*nd over agmin ke

3ent for a mament,
‘L suw . you

i‘heté s & dialogue ia one of

“spid over
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is senercfed! at QLB4, SPUN. Ou
iy bl -mé 2% blessed ‘;gd R
Avisiort, ine her Tifefime o Pultiplied . 2y,
m'c‘e”a‘: it l& e
L U - ]
BT which, FE her whally i
INFLARED WITH A QREAT ﬁs OFGODBE‘ NG R
, ¥ being rocked to and fro; and every
N ‘ time she rocked she said, *"Oh,
h mnther -
"Rut thenn.” satd Ispbel, after 2
T H E L I B R A R Y moment’s silence. ‘she was only a

child °

children

T more than children

with Cod annd Hia blessed Mother
To say 'Hakl Mary. Hall Mary.” In
the beat way of telling her how
much we lowve her.
string of beads is like Our Lady's
her children love to
finger i, and whisper to her.
then we say our paternosters, too:
and &l the while we are talking
she is showing us pictures of her
dear Child, and we look at all the
zreat things He did for us, one by
and thep we turn the page

girdle, and

one;

Except

and begin fgain" "

What a wesith of children's
in this first week of our
Afother's Rosary month!
there t3 the day of the Guardian
Angels on the 2nd. then, of the
Little Flower on the 3rd, and of
“Little Man of

The childlike
Aasses and Oflices of thess days
might well have been composed in
the *“‘nurseries of Heaven."
thelr spirit be aloof and allen to
us, we have Qur L.ord's warrant
fTor it that we are dangerously dis.
tant from the kingdom of Heaven.
To come dlose to it and to enter
in, we must become **as Httle chil.
dren,” putting off all heavy.head.
ed pride and pompous self-esteem.

fensts

St.

F'rancis. the
Assisi,”

on the {th.

We must become’little, like Fran-
cis and Therese and the angels
who guard Hittle children.

“Fear not €hat Our Lord will let
vou die of thirst who invites us to

drink of His Foumtain.”

yo become like little
O quoted \istress \ar-
| I
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