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R ture. And he says this in the face of the
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fe box office .answer that such a film as
“Little Women” grossed more money than a half
dozen of the shady pictures all rolfed into one.
And what's more, we always. believed the-mo-

fiont picture industry prided itself on being a na-
tiomal force for hetter education. But, if we are

-« to believe thxs writer; miny people attend the
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tiwer from 4 parely informiative

Wfﬂy \Ve Woutd be inclined to gloss over
llogk;l mf,ements whicli_broach the bor-
‘fmahc and riot, dignify thent by
-‘{o;fﬁi(hcr that-have-our - people give -

hteft' semblarice of a creditalile stand-
,A vired

ansnzercd~nnd

ft‘mh“Etimm this week, Lynn I‘on-

he] %glf,mca& ﬂwatér loves ;i)l call
rat ladies,” characterizes the church
Ehdecent Tovies s “more or less
ptuously -adding: . -
hey doing that again? 1 don:
la'“_‘ or & pictiire, however indecént,
x‘a:L cct.. People- -are—not—
<1 do-think that-the good- -
adversely affected by wits
' , gar plays. But as for nffcct-
ing 't m'oﬂﬂly, ‘what can they see in public -
*. which corripares for indecency to what they savew
- t9-bich, ofher in privite,”’
C 7 As stariling ag this comment may_seem, it is
o cthﬂy*ﬁ“dgﬁiaiﬁlaﬁlq ‘when one considers. that
‘ ”r““"t cot’ne %}i}fa‘ctte who. lent her talent to
' o hity as “Design forLiving,"”
ember of the Pulitzér Prize
Y The_fiithiest-net ever per- -
[ on the‘Amux‘man publxc in the good nanie
4 ‘ni drama : :
T So M)ss Fon(;hﬁe doesn t think that a play or
however ndécent. has the shightest-moral
[en sheasrustbe-alon m—her thoy

| movies fo b enierfained amd not educated. Of
courde, it never occurred fo him that a picture
_can_be _hoth_entertaining and insiructive.

And so off he goes to Hollywood to write
another scenario,

With wen of his turn of mind writing scripts,
the Legmn of Deceticy members must become
more vigilant than ever despite Hollywuod's
promise to piit xts house in order,

Ar-skohr 10 AUBURN CATHOLICS

Devoted to the interests of the Church in all
parts of tht Rochester Diocese, the Catholic
Courier findy it can nat but take cognizance of -
a giave affront offered the Catholics of Aubum
within the last fortmght.

In the annual issue of the “Arrow,” the Pub-
lic High School paper of that City, appeared an
“articte defamatory of Catholic nuns and monks.
Entitled, “It Happens Today,” the story, written
by & young woman of the graduating class and
published uiidor the auspices of the High School,
\eaeried, without attempt at suhstantiatmn the ap-
pended claim: “This is a true story.”

hat reiction followed; how the: Catholic
pastors: of the ¢ity forced a special meeting of the

Board of I-.duc'ttxen, seeking redress; how a pub-

apology wag: issued by the Board, and later

& P;’m('l[ﬂ M whe High School, is given in
detail in the n.we scction of this issue of the

-Gatholic Coutler.

Apologies, of course, are good. They are
manly,  Causing, however, only momentary em-

rrassment, they can be quickly forgotten. Only

in the light of subsequent events can their worth,

_their lasting infly At any rate,

it 1s-still, we un ﬂrmd a moot point with many

in Aubupy, whether proper reparation has been
made. The official or officials who passed favor-
ably on the vilifying artxcle appearing in the “Ar-
row,” are still members of the staff at the High

School. If they have been repruu'mdcd, the

pubﬁc has as ;Jct not heard of it. No. attempts
* e being made fo recall distributed issues of the

.offending “Arfow.”” And sothe defaniation will
live on, to the dnguish of Catholics, And to the

.shame of Auburn!

. As we know: the Catholles of Auburn, they
“liave much to commend them, They are orderly,
peace-loving citizens. In the professions, in busi-
ness life, they mnk with the best. Throughout
~ s Diocese, they are celebrated for their piety,
_for their devout practices. Vocations ‘to the

ricsthood and sisterhoods from Auburn  have

Ken so numcrous as to excite wide comment.
. And they. make up-a-good 40.por- cent- of -the-pop~
flation. of their eity.

It was into the faces of such people, gentle,
unoffending, respectful of the rights and feelings
. of others, from a place where culture is supposed
to_be cradled, from their High School, jointly
" nducted and owned by them and their neigh-
bors, that al’frout was hurled.

Strange! Passing strange!

Such liberty is

* not usuglly taken with peaple who are not neg-

ligible. The answer? We do not know. - But
experience has taught us this much, that unless
" they are united; unless as a class they have made
themselves  known, felt, respected, unless they
lisve as a class ninde themselves, let us say, for-
nidable in their community, Catholics nowhere
may expect immunity from aftack and unjust dis-
crimination. We-de not-wish to-be considered
belligerent.  We dre _just seeing things as they
are,. Weare just — realists. We realize that the
Millennium has not yet dawned, Great numbers
of our non-Citholic” neighbors are our friends.
Biit not alf of them. Not yet.  Why, then, be-

Yoo ~ guile “curselves into_a_false sense of security,
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~Hier 6 be sharply awak_ene‘(f as were the Cath-
olics- of Auburn, by a surprise attack. “Bcwarc
of men” said Jesus Christ. Ho counscled us, it is
trie, to be “simple as doves,” but he also ad-
mnmshcd us to be “wise as serpents.” We do
not enjoy quoting these words of Jesus Chnst
any more -than he enjoyed uttering them in the
first place. But they were necessary then; they
ATC NECESSATY NOW.

Mindful of what liappened at Auburn — and
of what can happen elsewhere — Catholics in
every commuinity, large or small, should feel the
" tieed of somethiig above and beyond the ma-

pétvasive, unifying spirit. A force, benign, yet

. ﬁrnxzerful ; peaceful, yet vigilant. Or an influence,
it s knuwn, felt, respected throughout the

. Call it what you will, but, summed
it i3 nothmg othier than Catholicism—alive!
this, thongh Homogencous, our forces,

' our, efforts . are_scattered, Consequently, paro-~ —
~chialih is not énough. And what is more, per-

| ion is not- enough, It never was
&ver:we thought it was, Pius XI has
of-the thought. We may not fe-
‘gutselves, Outside of ourselves

jfttmre is 8 0. be advanced to be defernded,

« 1o e protected, and of that cause we dare not be
- forgetful,

Tor the Cathohcs of Auburn, the Catholic
. the symipathy of the
nlcss bereft of feeling, no one

whole Diocese,
ail whaif théy have undeserved-

us ull the time. trymg to
hey can find. They take
anyWhere. :

pmslwn-panshw Call it a-spirit, a -

Dzocesan Recordmgs :

“Stranzc But True,” to use the

.. taption over our cartoon on-the -

‘editorial page, there are many
diocesans who do not realize the
extent of the Diocese of Roches.
ter. * Including the Soe City and
the desnery cities, Auburn, Ge-
nevs, Elnira and Corning, this

- division ~gfthe CHiveh Comprises |

cities, towns and hamlets in the
counties of Monroe, Livingston,
Wayine, Ontario, Seneca, Cayuga,
Yites, Steuben, Chemung, Tioga,
Schuyler and Tompkins. Woe have
found that this will be news to
many. Cathollc people in those
counties are all part of the flock
of the Shepherd in Rochester. In
publishing this newspaper, the
diocesan organ, we are cndeavor-
mg to record fairly and jumy tho

with the common cause in view at
all times,

Strange again but true aro many
of the reactions to the campaign
of the Bishops of tho United
States to eliminate the salacious
and crime-infested motion pletures.
We have heard thas some Catholic
College girls, only a few, thank
God, believo that no one will pay
any attention to the provisions in
the Legion of Deconcy pledge
after they sign it. This is a skep-
tical view to take of Catholic peo-
plo's virtue of obedience and of
thelr given word. Perhaps someo
will fall by the wayside as happens
in every worthwhile cause, but suf-
ficlent will realize the importante
of adhering to a pledge glven and
of being obediont to lawful
authority.

The strangest resction to the
Legion of Decency pledge proposal,
we think, was In the delay of a
man signing tho pledge until aftor
he had seen an indecent plcture
that he wanted vory badly to sec.
The iden of tho pledge was to fore-
stall such action and not to allow
patronage of tho box offico to wit-
ness films that aro outright inde-
cent. Such response to the Bis
hop's plex if given by overyone
would defeat the whole purpose of
the campaign and allow Hollywood
producers to go along turning out

the tepe of pictures that have |

brought condemnation upon them.
If that man has a child ho might
think of the child’s future in be-
ing sllowed to sco pictures which
offsot.entirely -the-character trains -
ing being given in Catholic schools,

Another has told us that the
Cstholics should not enter into
such a campaign. Why should
Catholics stand back when a force
threatens to disrupt the morals
and manners of a-nation? Wéo be-
lieve the Bishops of the United
States have gone into the matter
thoroughly, have secured evidence
of the results of allowing the in-
decent picture to continue and
have acted only after fall delib-
eration of the oyl consequonces.
They are in a position to ascer
tain facts far botter than {n-
dividuals in a restricted com-
munity. Information released by
the Bishops thus far s sufficient to
show the neced for Catholic Action
in this vital question.

We are being besiegcd to pre~
sent & White List of the current
motion picttafes. We should like
to do nothing better for then we
would be asslsting in promoting
the  worthwhile entertainment
which in turn would show at the
box office that people do want bet-
ter motion pictures. Every avail-
able source is belng tried to get
such & list. The difficulty scems
to be in authoritative previewing.
Just as quickly as we receive an .
authentic list we shall publigh it
in a prominent place in the paper.
. To Miss Carolyn Ruth Doran of
Elmira, we say thanks for the fol-
lowing: #Congratulations on
your special editions — especially
the ‘Movié® iasue this week! Looks
like & metropolitan newspaper,”

‘Our Holy Father in addréssing
members .of the Roman Press and
comineénding them for their setv-
ices during the Holy Year recently,
after speaking of the “great, in-
commensuirable .. satisfaction  to-
gether with the great responaibil-
ity, wlnch Journalists invariably

,** went on to say:
“When your work is consecrated to
truth, to virtue, no one can eéver
measure the beneficial effects, no
-one ¢an ever measure the splendor
of good, the farrow of light that

goes to so many minds and. intel. -

ligencess even to the distant
_ plsces,-as far as those minds and
inbemzenees will reteive &t Téagt
“H veverberation of thix gooduess.
But on the- other hand, 32 the
words of the wriling are not al-
ways, or st R , &t the sexvice of
trath and . c. then they rieur
the grivest. r&pbnmiiﬂity, Siniee
* the way iy opened 16 vist evil and
devastating implictiohs, the vie.
tims. of -which - -eanmot be counted, ¢
The purpose that fi derived from
the reflections and which you must
carry out. ik -sdnirably epressed

in the lofty, nisgnificent, Frecom.

pardble words of the frest writer,

. ot Alessundro Manivoni, when to .

the lordd’ of the word . and tif -
kumlim mmmwm
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Catholic Facts But Little Krz own
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SIGN POST

An unsigned letter recently ad-
dressed to the writer of thin SIGN
POST column made a strenuous
protest against some quotations
from Cardinal Newman placed in the
column two weeks ago. Although
courtesy does not demand recogni-
tion of an unsigned letter, practical
reasons mske it advisable to reply
in this case with an open letter,

Dear “Searcher for Truth”:

It would be much ecasier to answer
your Jetter if I only knew your
name. Did you feal that we Catholica
sre so far from charity that you
would have dire consequencés to
foxr T vou sigmed your name to
your outspoken challenge? Write
as often as you wish, but always
herexfter with your signature:
what is thoré to be afraid of, ex-
cept perhaps a change of heart?
But you called yoursel! a “searcher
for truth.” A searcher for truth has
nothing: to be afraid of—not even
s change of heart.

You make it quite plain that you
do not like the words of Cardinal
Newman quéted in this column two
wéeks ago. You say: “In the state-
ment that ‘error is the lifé of Pro-
testantism, Cardinal Newman did
not use very good judgment—pos-
sibly becsuse he knows little about

‘the temchings 6f the Piotéstant

Chirches.- '~ If Cardinal Newman
and others of your faith will take
.the time to read the words of Je-
g8, there would be no such eriti-
clsm of Protestantism as he puts
forth-"

Do you know that Cardinal New-
‘ML was a convert to the Catholic
Church. from Protestantism; that

the first forty-five years of his life .

were spent under decidedly Protests
ant inflaences; and that he was one
of the most famous miniaters in
England for abourt fifteen yoars be-
fore 18452 Certainly John Henry
Newman knew Protestantism and
Protestant doctrines. as few men
have ever known them. Of his early
Protestant tmmng hé says. this:
Y“0f course I had a porfeet knowls
edge of my Catechism.”

A% to his kiowledge und Iovo of

the BﬂﬂE, lsten o his own testis. -

‘mony in his ‘sutoblogrsphy from
‘Which: I also took the-ahove quota-
tion, He says: “I -was brought up
from s -child to take great delight.
in reading the Bible; but 1 hgd

formed mo téligious eonvietions il -

1 was £iftecen’ His wermons; both
Angﬁcan (and later on)

uthohc,

‘of the word, nve' a3 up

“The holy” }nﬁt ntwrd
‘“‘%W lert »  wor
plaidis “wic

" and - deidis, virtum'”‘ o
- ,

filling over ten volumes among his
collected works, are simply studded
with Blblical quotations and refer-
ences: and while I will not say of
him (what was said of the ancient
Fathers of the Church) that, if the
Bible were lost, it would be possible
to reconstruct it from the quota-
tiens in his works, yet I am not ex-
aggerating when I say that anyaqgpe
could get an sdequate idea of the
Bible's contents out of Newman's
works alone.

In his “Essay on the Develop-
ment of Doctrine,” I find the fol-
lowing pertinent passago:

“It (the Scripture} cannot, as it
were, be mapped, or its contents
catalogued; but after all our dili-
gence, to the end of our lives and
to the end of the Church, it must
be an unexplored and unsubdued
land, with heights and valleys, for-
ests and streams, on the right and
left of eur path and close gbout us,
full of concealed wonders and choice
treasures, Of no doctrine whatever
which does not actually contradict
what has been delivered, can it be
peremptorily asserted that it is not
in Séripture; of mo reader, what-
ever be hiswstudy of it, can it be
gaid that he h;&mastereﬂ avery doc-
trine which it contains.”

In the Tight of all this can it still
be fairly ssld that such & man is not
deeply versed in the Bible? Or that
he never took timé to read the
words of Jesus in the Sermofi on
the—Mount; xs- ymrm in “your
letter?

Such, then, was the man whom
you accuse of knowing neither the
words of Jesus nor Protestant
teachings, The verdict of History -
places him among the greatest of
Protestant ministers before his con-
version t-othe Catholic Church, and
agrees that his knowledge of Serip-
ture, theology, philosophy. and his-.
tory, surpassed thst of most of the
men of his time. Cardinal Néwman
is the last man to be accused of
harrowmitidedness- and ignorarice.
HE mnkﬂ ‘mol“" the ten mteﬁ -
men of the Nmeteenth Century.

‘And now a brief word sbout the
Newmtn passage to which you. ob-
‘iaot: “Protestantism is ﬁerce, be-
exuse it does not know you- xgnor-
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ance i its strength; crror is ils
Iife.” This was quoted from a series
of lectures which Newman gave in
1851, aix years after his conver-
aion. The lectures were occasioned
by Protestant outbreaks aguinst the
Catholics of England: the ggitation
of the time was so keen against
the Church that it was no libel to
eall Protestantism “fierce.” If you
read the lectures, (you can find
them onder the title “Present Posi-
tion of Catholies in England™) you
will find that, when Newman re-
fers to ignorance as the strength
and to error as the life, of Protest-
antism, he is not dealing with Pro-
testant doctrine, (that seldom en-
teyed into the scope of these lec-
tures), but rather he is referring
to Protestant ignorance of Catho-
licz, and to Protestant errors nhout
Catholics, It is this, he says, which
makes Protestantism fierce against
the Catholic Church, The facts of
history bear witness to the truth of
such a siatement; you claim to
know the true hxstory of tha 16th
century, why not complete your in.
formation with a historical study of
the next three cenfuries? And re-
member that as 8 “searcher for
truth” you will not close your mind
to what writers on the Cstholic
side have to say. Unless you can
prove that they are lying, fairness
dernamds that you read them.

God keep you, dear “searcher for
truth,” until next week, when you
may cxpect a second installmient of
my repiy.

Yours in Christian charity,

‘The keeper of the SIGNPOST.

P.S.—As this is ax open letter,
T am under 66 -ohfigation t6 Teveal
my identity. You m:y lewrn it, if-

you wish, by ingiiiring of the Cath-

olic Couriér editors. P,

—‘Doﬂl—fnrﬁxe ibvé of Cod not

RS

Publishied every ;,I‘yfxursdayix the Year.

C/‘THOLIC COURIER and
o JOURNAL, e, )
58 -Chestnut St. Rochester, N. Y.
- Telephone, Stone 1492 -
Comnunications rcgardmg the con-

- dcf “oF this newspaper, articles and
illustrations for. publication, should. be
addressed to the FEditor; Cathol:c
Courter.. .

H the return of manuscnpts or pics

tyres is desired, they must be accom-
panied by a gtamped welf-addressed

erivelope, but the Editor does. fiot hold =
- imself.responsible. ior quch commtmia ,

cations.
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