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" Noted Jésuit Denies Church|

Is Against Entertainment
Of P;oper Standard

In the front ranks of the nation-
wite crusade for cleaner movies, the'
Rev. Daniel A, Lord, S.J., national
organizer of the Sodality of Our Lady
and editor of the “Queens Work” came
-t0 Rochester this week, - beinging
news of the general success of tho
drive throughout the country and
i‘orccutxng the ultimate demiso of the

- - motjon picture industry if the warn-|
i 3o now being sounded are_ not heed-}

“ed.

Father Lord declaréd that religious
barriers have heen torn down and
reprcsentativea of 3l faiths are now
united in & concerted effort -to raise
the nation's film fare to = proper
ool standard, -

The noted Jesuit, who supervises
tho activitles of 6,000 Sodality units

from his St. Louxs office disavowed]

any attempt to drive the motion pie-

i ture industry -out -of- business-but asid|-

that the sole aim of the current cam-
psign, which. is gathermg momentam
. daily, is. to call a halt to Hollywood's
indecency spree.

He made it plain that the Catholic
Chureh is not out to set itself in op-
position  to wholesome entertainment
but, on’ thg cotrkrary; - heavlily in-|
dorsts such “entertaininent which con-
forms fo the standards of comwon
deconcy. He added:

Bad for Business

"Dirty ehtertainment, however, is

' - bad business and hss proved so at the

box office;” The vaudeville circuits,
- burlaque shows, small town circuses
and arnivals and even the legitimate
theater mre all dead or dying today
because of indecent entertminment.
The movies are headed in the same
direction.-and unless they are c’hecked,
thoy face the same fate”

Toprove his contention that box of-
fice receipts are Ialling off, Father
T.ord said that a recent issne of the
Motion Pictire Daily, nxtionsl movie
periodical, showed that the theatrical
“gate” is b thé.lowest point In his-~

tory.
Darkened footlights from one end
of the country to the other are in-
dicative of the present stmtvs of
vzudevxlle, the priest added, declar-
ing thit an executive 6f a nationally-
krzown chain told him that the éend
began “the day the stage sta:rted to,
go diy.”

Exhibitors, who sare forczed to
screen Hollvabd’s products, are al-
most unaninously in sipport of the
drive against indécency on the streen,
according to Fpther Lord. Some of
them see an improved box offidé as
.one of the first tangible results,

Discust ‘White Liat” . -

« Father: Lord’ publiciation “dach

week contains s list of films which |

violste the Producers’' Code of Decen-
.ty which.. he helped formulate in;

.19, Asked if iny ‘stepi are being | ;

" taken to insure thé pubhcahcm of
“yrhite list” ‘containing fims ~fit fo
public tonsumption; he replieds -

“Whther the tommittee of prlests’] .,
orgenited to ‘handlé this campaigni.
‘wt. last week’s mesting of the bishops.|

in " Cincinnati does anythmg on this

(Cammued ou i’uge 1!)

?'Pope Exhorts Press

Censuré Bad Films

..—-a-ﬁ-—-

. TIna letter sent on behalf of H:s
 Holiness, Pope Plus XI by =Cimrdi-

¢ Stateto Canon Brohee of Brussels, |

§ president of the Catholic. Interni.
‘tional Cmemltogrnp}ric otfice and

'” ﬁ.thol\qus
’ ' Father declires:

" Vgmnised Cathiolics should _vecuny.
Sthemlves conatantly with the:

“$he Actiou. .. mur vmm of 1
-{study, ste-

{the Citholie papirs should of

" To Laud Good and R

: sugfésted closer recl:th{ns between.

' non-Christians. snd olie assocm-‘
“{ chaphin® genersl of the' Centre§:

$Action © Cinemnato- ¢

{ graphique en Belgique; tbe Holy :
S5 iy highly desirsble, thet or-§;

‘¢cinemain. thefr meetings for Caitho- ¢

“Tt 1s equally important that, all{| in the eves of the people of Indi

fer §.
T ¢imema, praising }
’ ﬁﬁ%ﬂf‘m - g{, bﬂ;‘" Thodies which are: working to cleanse

ths Her

nnv D A mm s.x. |
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Asks Co-operation with
Leg_lon of Decency

vt—

familics ‘and. citizens generally were]
urgod to cooperate with the objec-
tives of the Catholic Legion of De-
toriey, in & Hst of recommengationss
drawn dp b% the Executive Commit-
tee of the®™Fetoral Council 6f the
Churches of Christ in America meet.
ing in exécutive sesion here Sunday,j

lection_of proper motion - pictures to
witness;- ss- the commitiee would create
a “mations] photoplay fPeview =mer-
vice” iwhich _swould make - available
eriticism of every film production.
Declaring that the Federal Coun-}
¢il of Churches “can see as yet'little
evidence of mtentioﬁ“by the produe-
ora of motion pictures to improve the
‘mordl quality of filiny,”™ and that
ige are deeply gratified at the ag-
gressive position recent]y ~HKET BV
the leadérs of the. Roman Catholieid
Church ofi thé subject, and—at~theie
resolution adopfed by the Centrsl]
Confererice of American Rabbis at
their recent meeting,” the committee
recommends:
. “Pirst, that members of the Pro+
testant churches, theeir faniilies es and
citizens generally, cooperite with the

by refusing .to jaironize objéction-
able films, The binding pledge of

the Legion ma¥ or may not be signed,
accordmg to” the - individual- éon-
dcienieg,. bat. its purpose should__m
 kept,

‘motion picture theatres which persi
tently shi ,wm&ecent or. otherwxse o

-picttires€r

atured; or =+hich 1333< 7.
orms.. of—adnthumg -

- that the clurches exert

«
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| Cardinal

: long ago Passed.
and women are called now to action— |

To ussist Protestants in their se-|

objectives of the Legion 6f Décency|

;pressure ofi “the mdhstrzr

PATLENCE §
MOVIES AT END

—;PRELATE, SATS|

O’Connell
K.of C.Magazine Calls
Cathohcs To Actlon

1
Now Haveu-—(NCWC)-——"We hwe

1 Hiaid our £i13 of empty promises of self-
reformation by the moving plcture in-

‘dustry. The limits of patience vwere
Our Catholic men

to the oxtremely simple and effociive

pictures so-that their absence may be

1felt in the hox office that. did not ap~--
| predate their presence,” .
Thus speaks. His Eminence Wllllam—

.Archbishop of |

Cardinsl Q'Connell,
Bogton, in. an article entitled “The
Scanida! of the World,” which he las

. | written fox the July issue of Colum~{
i, dMeiaX organ of the Knights of

Colymbis.
Cardinat 0'Connell uy: that 'we"
are Tij the face of great. dangeén

monal moving pictures, with their un-
-uttéribly  filthy plota and - their uni--
.| speakably - Braxen -preséntation.’” Say-
ing that motion pictures are “so com«
monly ind heedlessly attended by ar
 peoplothat the realization of the din- |
ger s been llrgely lost,” His Emi~
nence declacres that “if you are con-
ent 15 allow the .children with whae. !
“guardinship you are entrusted by Al- |
| mighty God-to enter these gilded jul--

-1 dces of vice~for thal really iz what |

Federal Council of Chnrches,

they twve become—and if you glve
them nitney for what they think s
entertainment, you sre permittlng'

1their falth to be sapped and endm-}
‘gered; the faith of theie poor little § .

innocent sonls who hardly reafie |
1-| what {8 going-on before "their eycu"
. %% are Citholicy and you Have

Cardinil tel¥s the readers. “You can-
not b5 merely indiﬂ'erent to these in--
 fluencii-whichwre—intended by plot:
and plin, mot merely incidentally or

ruin the {a¥th of your children and
éven your 6'wn faith.”

Dentititing the magnates who, he
says, linve grown rich on the wenk-}
nessed of “himan nature, His Eml
nence aho speaks of actors snd ac-

gard of #vexy decent convention of f
ife,” and s=ays that “too many of
our Catholic women: have ac¢cepted

nl:vhhly iping their dress and mite
‘nerigm.!

“]. speuk not from hearsay but as
Lofie . {Rfo! use~ I- have}
kep‘i: i very -close touch, particularly|

uring the Imgk year or so, with the
_ﬂnL.__nm been made ta atip

= Tiot of rotten, dug-ustmg play
nctxng that ¥« going on in the film|
industry," the Cardinal says, Speak
ing of protexts already made to mo-
tion pletite viagnates he sayy that

“these_dupodlers of innocence and

(Contimucd‘ o Page 10)
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Albany Enest_CLtes .
Stite”s Failure To
*"Céifs'or Mewe

“Second that they do not patromze e

" !’.—-’l‘he Rev ‘James. E
angeliit of Albany, stated that “ws)
ve i lew Y, k Sute * positive

g any pnrt thereof, a8 ob
T—"iﬁwent, ;mmbnl ete.’ "

Fnlms Debasmgr Indna’é
Idea of the West, Say

5

Caleutts, I’n(ﬁl«-(NCWC—FldeS)-—-

. § The cooperation of the Catholic Presa .
3} in eradicating  vicious films from In-
'} dian - cinems; houses ‘has. been wel-
1 eomed by - Bai Jm;thh-Bs:ma promi-{
nal Pacelli,’ Papal Secretary of ¢ t

nent rion>Christian leader of the Mar-
wari Association in Calc‘iit e has

tions to remedy moral evilg sehich sre
fepugmant’ to &Il communities,

 disns take. not - only - their ‘impres-
sions.of Western civilitation from the,
1 aluoma)” said Mr, Blioril, “but many
{alss take their impression. of Chris-

1 Western films diwredi’t Chriatis anity

and it is & definite duty for Catholics |’
to ally themsclves with othér public

'Non-Christian Leaders|w =3

“tian - ‘morality ~ frém - - thEEinema.”

w"ﬁsnto Sbwmm

Deﬁ’"’iﬁ, lﬁc}l e The. lllehinil
‘Cathohe. oficial new:p:per of "the

‘ ;Dmcese of Detro:t, is aoti
“There can be o question that In-| s ng upon the

, it print automobile
ctickéﬁ to'bé wed in promoting the

rstxcken, bekrineg the- slogan, “We De.,
mand Clean Movies” are three-by six
inches. in dimensions, and are de
_;M%be plrcef or xutomobile
mndnhuldl ‘The propossl has béen
‘made that they bo-sold-for a nomi-,
nal- chatge throigh some parish]

3 Vcinenu homlvt hix natiﬁl.

e smy. -

‘agency . such’ as the . St. Vinunt de

Inf

-action of _staying: -sway-froni-the vile |

rtol"
.| the moral Eife of the people” and that’
the "most subtle and most mmelnr*’ .
‘|'of£thess  ““ate the -obscene and jm~} -

the respoutabmty ‘of Catholics,” the |

by sceldent, but by plot and plan, to |

tressed, “with their complete diste] .

these people ‘a8 modals, foolishly and} -

Fllms ~

,totheed*tor@t‘!lhen

"“.;-—-—For—ﬂo

esuse of the. Lieégion of Decency; The|

‘ moneyndxmﬁt,uthe mdcmml

A new crusade thh 1deals as lofty as tha
historic expedition which set out te restore th
‘Land_to the banners of Christianity s
“America, beckoning you to enlist in i :

forwardas sodiers in the Legion of Decency

‘Engendered in the folds of Cathnhcism

nalghty purpose Has crumbled denominati
riers untilnow Catholic, Protestant &
sideby side ina common cause—to purge the pol
streams of the nation's sereen entextainmnt. -

Thigis no haphazard drive, charged with the 17

vicissitudes of a narrow fanaticism, It does mot |
to check the tide of clean and wholesome ente
.wnxent.J.”t»stmply_uz.the,me\utahlarezmlt:ni'stzi pact~ . -1
ing citizenry, wearied by the eternal parade of mde-
cency across the sﬂver screen, forced “to-strike. nhd
sm"kﬁnli?’fo'ni & has Foliywood served-the Tmtiirs-
too lon o
entertainment dish spiced with salaciousness while.

P
-

‘bolder and bolder. Theysaid they were giving us [
what-we wanted and our indolence almiost condonid
‘thgelr course of action, B

e TR

we calmly stood by and watched each - step become . /7>

thee very. front ranks of -this budding crusade,

' Sodality of Qur- Lady and g yisitor in our midstdir-"-
ing the past week, step
Nprodueers to aall 8 halt
“As typical Hollywood ‘yes men,”
their approval of a moral code

b to,«thxs torrent of indeceriey.
they “riod ed
drawn up by thc

As farbatk as- 19306n€oﬁh€‘émihenc maemm d ULIN T,
Rev. Daniel* A Lord, S. J; national organizer of the - T

ped forward and asked: the' ) R

. Jearned Jesuit; To Catholic America-this‘code waya * ok

sacrel bond but to the producers it-soonbecme &
serap of paper torn to shreds and flaunted before the
eyes of the clergy and Iaity 8s just another mgrxtice
on: the altar of an entertainmert idol they claimed
the American people wanted to worship.

~Individual protests. and 'warnings from tﬁe

dAm:rlmn ‘higrarchy. fell on_ears that- cht)se o’ be'.’“
ea M waa owd, &MEWR‘

*4'/{

What about the moral welfare of those 28;000,
000 chikdren, 11,000,000 undex thirteen years of
© who attend themovies esich week?-In fact what ¢ bo
the total wee dyattendam:e of upwards of 70000,000 -
‘Hollywood quickly shook this moral responsibil- -
ity from her shoulders and pointed an all-telling fif-, o
ger- at the very vortex of its every activity be it good, :
bad or indifferent—the box office, . = -~ o
As our Mast Reverend Archbishop so wxsef_
it im his appeal to Estors this wéek to . enlist-
parishoniers in the Legion of Decency, it is now-hig
timee to serve notice on the Hollywood producers'»
. “that they must put thexr house in order.” -
It the box office is the industry’s most vulnerable
. _point, we muststrike in.that spot and drive them
the ladder of morality to a decent level. -
As members of the Legion of Decency, ve- pledgem B
ourselyes to stay away from salacious movies. It ib g
not difficult to determine which productions fall infp™
this class. This pledge imposes nothing to which we
are not already bound in conscience as practxcal Cathu‘
olies. Neither igit an attenipt to restrict our nomind !
entertainment freedom,
Ultimate extinction hag been the fate of every |
enterprise in America that has dared a -violation o

+—the moral code, The screen-faces the same- reckonin

. and .rest -assuvel-that all the: ‘exhibitors aiid” 4l
minded producers realize this, =~

This pledge will administer a stmgmg rebuke to
the challenge that the,mowes have  giving. ug-"

nlr what. we want,

Enmllment in the ranks of the
gency certamly isCdtholic Actionin one of its h,lgheét

orms;

Too long hagour mactivxty ‘made us unconscnous
stbscribers to an attemp% to. “Make Amemca Saée
: -hig —eloe

call of the Leglon of Decency and once more help to |
: ‘Make Honywood Safe For America. , e

V ! Cmcma Ts Education’ Rival, Fr.,Walsh

Telis Graduates of Teachers Collegé

Wsshmgun—-'(NCWC)—-The ob;ec-"

tiomable migvies_.are_. conpetitors of { flesh, The place

Legmnofﬂe:%""’

m'ocnrer live off the ule of humm th

apply. the lash fa} B
ot the box. omcsgg*'fﬁnf: i85 now . ﬁQ' ;-

trize: education, the Rev. Dr. Edmtnd

1A. Walsh, vice-president of -George- only ruponm'e nerve left vxﬂmr‘ble

lown; Umergégo;n% ryggem ots":):e
emty’s of Foreign -

?6'!2' told. gradumtes of Wilson Tesch-| Brookl II Social Actlﬂll .

o Colle:ge here, at eommencement X
SXETTi.

“Tucbers inboth- pablie und pri-
vate sthools,” he said, “are entrusted
with the ggrave responsibility t.o oom-

HREthis Tanace.

Dr. Walsh isserted that the uh-
tious motion pictires “tnd “to de-
bme’h tﬁe mim! of ymth and “ehild-}

""!’lu production of : uuch movin.
ind their -exhibition” he tid, “is for

Brooklyn. New York«-
and s individunl Cstholi'

group,”
Action Confet ‘nee
corded itk m: ina

the. I.egxou Mm :
- their. individual - mm g
furtherance of this fine.
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