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Chaplain Tells Holy Name His 
Antidote for Stopping Crime 
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Taking1 for his topic, the "Forgrotten Man in Jail," the fiev, 
Francis J. Lane, Catholic Chaplain of the Eimira Reformatory 
and author of a new book, ''Twelve Years in aReformatory," ad­
vocated! a six-month term for the first offender with plenty of 
hard work and go pampering as an antidote for crime in recent 
talks given lief ore the Holy Name Society of St. Patrick's Church 
and the Kelvin Scientific Society of Eimira. The talks were re­
ported In the Eimira Star-Gazette as follows: 

**Whon you take a man, place guards and the boys in the Re-
hfm behind prison walls for life with 

hope 
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no nope cf getting ont even with 
perfect conduct, you make him des­
perate,". Father Lane said. "Take 
hope from a man and you reduce 
him to *n animal, a raving animal 
who will fight, tear or shoot his way 
otrt on the slightest chance, 

Public Hysterical 
"Because of the sudden outbreak­

ing of kidnaping:, prison riota and 
the recent escapades o f our now 
famous Public Enemy Np. One, John 
•Diljitiger, the American public baa 
become- hysterical. Whilo in^ that 
state of mind people are liable to 
bend too iar ono way or the other, 
that is become too severe or too len^ 
lent. 

"A fow years ago they passed 
what was known as the Baumes 
Law, which meant that for the con 
viction of a fourth felony a man was 
sentenced, to prison for life. When 
this law was enacted I wag strongly 
in favor of it. A short time -later 
whale Visiting Clinton Prison at Dan-
iiemora, I rapt a young man who was 
fot=niorly in the Eimira Reformatory. 
He was 21 yoara of ago and convict­
ed under this now law. 

'*JIe told mo that ho would do any-
thinpr, If necessary kill, rather than 
Htny in prison With tho thought that 
ho would neyor get oat. This young 
man's attitude changed rny opinion 
of tho Baumos Law. ,t immediately 
retracted ray onjjorsonient. 
_ How (o Hindie Tharn? 

"Furthermore, what were wo go­
ing to do with these mon whon wo 
got several hundred of them segre­
gated m ono prison ?• A guard or a 
keeper's'life never would bo safe, I 
fiugsreated that a sentenco of 20 
years would bo enough. Then there 
would bo hope of getting out, at least 
some day and I am sure much of 
the j-lotouji spirit now so prevalent 
lit prisons would subside. 

"I think wo are s tart ing^attho 
'Wrtfrigrontf * in* this" mailer. Efory-
tWng Is boing done for the repeater, 
the second arid third offenders) and no 
ffender. Why does ono becomo a 
fourth, a third or a second offender? 
Simply because ho wasn't Cured as a 

iflrst of fonder and there, it seems to 
[me, is tho soro spot. 

"Wo ?ome timos hear it said, that 
if a lad is not criminal when ho goes 
to prison, ho certainly la when he 
comes out. that we are making 
more criminals than wo are curing, 
and I wonder if this, in some rc--
speets, is. not truo? 

I believe wo nro keeping tho first 
offenders too long and that ho ought 
to be released before he has become 
hardened and 1ms learned more 
about crime than ho ever knew bO' 

formatory. 
"Whlttmore thought a minute and. 

saitl, * I know it won't do any good, 
but tell the boys that crime doesn't 
pay.* 

"Then I asked him, I f you had 
been treated differently when you. 
first started in crime, would it have 
made any dif'rence with you?' 

""Yes, it would,' replied Whitt-

Fr. Conlon National 
„Head of Holy Name 

- Expected at Kally 
The Rev, Thomas P. Conlon, OJP., 

head of the Holy Name Societies in 
the United States, has been invited 

and is expected to 
attend .the Dioces>V 
JRally in Elrhira on 
Sunday, June 1^ 

As national'' di­
rector of the Holy! 
Name Societies,! 
Father Conlon has I 
performed a service, 
of which the Domin-j 
ican Order may well, 
be proud. As spon-i 
sors of the Holy! 
Name Societies and| 
the Rosary Societies,, 
the Dominican Or-); 
der ha& placed these, 

two organizations among the fore-[ 
most lay societies in the world. The • 
Jesuits in their promotion in honor, 
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more. 'If they had treated me rough , -
the first time I was put in jail, I l? f t h e Sacred Heart and the Passion-
would have braced up and done dif­
ferently. 

"When Dillinger was arrested 
previous to his last escape he was 
asked why he had developed Into 
such a desperate criminal. His an­
swer was, 'because I got a bum rap 
back in 1024! 

Dillinger Sentence 
"In 1824 Dillinger was arrested for 

the first time and sent to prison for 
a period of 10 to 20 years. During 
those 10 years ho met all tho others 
who mako up.thp„ notorious gang. If 
at that time ho. had been sent away 
for a short period and subjected to 
severe dlaciplino he might have boon 
a law abiding citizen today. 

"The tondency of today is to do 
away with all punishment and yet I 
believe that is the very prime pur-
poso o f a jail or prison, especially 
for tboso new in crime. Tell theso 
young men, as they do today, that 
it wasn't their fault, thoy couldn't 
help committing the crime because . 
of their mental or physical defect, 
then whon they are released and the 
temptation arises, they do not try to 
overcome it becauso they aro con­
vinced that thoy cannot help it. 

"Under the prosept system of par­
ole, a young man is released from 
the Reformatory and is obliged to 

ists in their devotion to the Passion 
of Christ stand with the Dominicans 
in their work in respect to the Holy 
Name and the Rosary* 

Father Conlon was formerly head 
of the western band of Dominican 
missionaries and in 1931 succeeded 
Very Rev. M. J. Ripple as national 
director of tho Holy Name Societies. 

Greetings to the Holy Name Union 4 
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Holy Name Society 
Initiated by Pope 

Gregory X in 1274 
(Continued front Page One) 

to givo thanks to God for thoir de­
liverance. Statutes were drawn, up, 
tho Feast of the Clrcumaion was 
made tho principal feast of tho so­
ciety, thq second Sunday of every 
month was mado tho Sunday of the 
society and tho Infant Jesus was 
made its Patron. Thus began the 
Holy Name Society which today has 
sprcstd throughout-every nation where 
tho grospel is preached. ~ 

Early in America 
We read of Holy Name Societies 

Ijaving been established, in New jQr-
leans. San Francisco, and in mnny 
other points in the ancient Spanish I 
mini French possessions in Amorica; 
more than a century'ago. ThcfB is | 
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and although he may never commit | popularity of tho Union quickly 
another crime for the rest of his life, j spread. Branches in various parts' 

fore- I would rediico the time from fho is haunted by the knowledge that 1 o f th» city were organised, while *t ' 

£ng been established in Kentucky by; 
the famous missionary Father Norinx j 
in the very early part of the last 
.century, -but. for the foal beginnings 
o f the'Holy Name Society in this I 
country, wo go back a little moro than 
fifty years ago. 

In 1871, the first diploma or char­
ter was obtained for a Holy Name • 
Society In New York City. This so-

No matter Jiow well the parole office jciety had been established by the I 
may disguise .himself when ho visits j Hov. Stephen Byrne at the church of' 
a home, one of the neighbors, sooner, S t . Vincent Ferrer as early as 1808,| 
or later, will recognise him and but the diploma giving it its proper 
spread, the news that someone In -that. official standing, was not obtained un-: 
house i s on parole. J tjl tkreo years later.. ! 

"The fact that tho boy has bcon: In 1882, there were five Holy Name' 
in trouble is advertised when ho is | Societies caaionically established in 

mum" sentonce. For example, a young 
man about 18 on his first offenso Is 
convicted of 'robbery" Her is 'obliged 
to report to tho parole department 
for a long period. 

Checked by Officer 
''Each time tho parole offico checks 

up to see if his statements aro true. 

Greet ings to H o l y Name Union 

* W. J. & E. R. YOUNG J 
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trying to forget It. He becomes dis 
couroged and commits another crime, 
or as wo say, jumps his parole Ho 
is then officially declared a violator 

T3io city of New York. Then the idea 
was conceived Of forming thorn all in­
t o a Diocesan Union. Tho idea of 
the Holy Name society through the 

4 
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•IS- to-16 months to about six months, 
during which time I would keep him 
under strict discipline, give him 
plenty of hard work, bar him many 
of the comforts thoy now have in 
prison and allow very little con­
versation, In a word, make |ail dis­
tasteful and then release him before 
j i e h a s becomo acclimated and rather 
fond of the environment. 

Parole Bill 
"Boring th^; past"Xegistature at 

Albany there was passed a bill) 
known as tho Quinn-Robinson bill 
which would give parole boards the 
authority to release first offenders at 
the end of two years. This bill 
aroused a great deal of opposition 
on t i e part of the police and judges 
who are of tho opinion that it Would 
mean a wholesale release of desper­
ate criminals. 

"This is not true because the only 
men to be released would be those 
whom tho authorities felt were fit to 
be returned to society. Certainly ho 
one knows better when a man has 
reformed than those who work with 
him.;, I fpersonally, -believe-, that (this 
bill lit socially and morally correct 
and economically sound, ft is the 
opinion of most of the men who work 

j with criminals that there are many 
confined in prison today who could be 
Safely released. If that is so why 
not release them, for each one , is 
costing the taxpayers about $400 a 
'year for his- maintenance. 

"When a young man first enters 
^risemriie- srstwiry fs heart bTolfiSn 
and he Will say, 'Father I wijl do 
anything to got out of herel Meet, 
that same boy six months later and 
lie Witt say,- 'Father, it isn't so bad 
noyr* I am getting used to -it!* Right 
there, in ray opinion; is whore our 
present .system breaks down.^We can 
get used to anything if we stay at 
it long enough; If a first offender, 
were 4»I*ce4 Under Strict -discipline 
for * shorte* period, he would-thtnk 
twice beffere comntitting another 
deed that would send him to another 
place for which ~h had nothing^ut 
|«a* and hatred,, 
' . ' Calwof WMttaiore 

•*K visited Dick Whittmore in his 
cell in Maryland Prison, the day be­
fore he was executed, for killing a 
guard „in making" his escape from a 
Baltimore prison. At the age of'164 

ittmore was in the ReJbrmatory, 

he is a *violator* and is ttkely to be'tlie sauno 'time branches were estab 
picked up at any time and returned lished in Brooklyn and in North Jer-
to tho institution. Isey. Hardly had the New York Un-

"Aiidthcr great handicap for the J ion been successfully launched when 
first offender is the fact that he is 
denied the right to apply for civil 
service positions. After all anyone 
is liable to make one mistake. 

"It would seem to me that it 
would be much better, especially for 
the •first Offender, if-we could say to 
him upon his release, 'Son, you may 
now g o out and need not report to 

I any police or probation officer, you 
j need have no fear as long as you lead 
Ian honest life, but if you get into 
j trouble again within tho time of your 
1 maximum sentence, you will be iden­
tified through the Central Bureau at 
Washington and will be returned to 

formed 
in Newark,! 

a. Diocesan Union was 
Brooklyn and another 
M. J. 

Now Within Reach 
In a special journey to Borne made 

i n 1835, Father Charles H. McKen-
»a , O J , the Apostle of the Holy 
>?STnP in the United Slates obtained 
from tho Holy See what was perhaps 
the greatest privilege that was ever 
given for the Holy Name Society. 
TJp to that date not more than one 
Holy Name Society in any locality 
was permitted. By special rescript 
fr-om tho Sacred Congregation of Ip-
dnlgeaces dated May 20, 1896, Pope 

GREETINGS \ 

prison for at least §ve years if your | Leo XIII so far dispensed from the 
maximum sentence warrants it ns a'previous constitution on this subject 

a s to leave the establishment of the 
society practically in the hands of the 
Hierarchy of America. Since this 
date the prnqlege Of having a Holy 
N'ame Society is within the reach of 

second offender. 
Classified Prisons 

"We ought to have four classes" of 
prisonsr. 

"A for first offenders. B for seo 
ond offenders to serve at least five every parish church, Mission Church,' 
years. C for third offenders to serve 
atjeast 10 years and D fdr fbUrth of­
fenders to serve at least 20 years. 
, "Now, if a first offender commit­
ted another crime during his maxi­
mum sentence, he would be identi­
fied at Washington and within 48 
hours Jrjse could be on his way to 
Prison "B as a second offender. A 
second offender- who violates his par­
ole would go t o Prison C and a third 

Ĵ offender 4o-Pr-i5o» Br-Thus-hfrne^ 
er Would serve two terms in the 
same prison. 

"This system, it seems to me, wonld 
add a quality which criminals fear 
mostr-a speedy; sentence. Then re-

or 
l ie 

eveia^within the reach of »ny pub,- * 
Chapel in America. ' " ' | 

At ; present, there; are 8,167 
branches, thirteen Archdiocesan Un­
ions and fifty Diocesan Unions in 
this country. 
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Eimira Nocturnal 
Adoration Society 

Growing Steadily 
Eimira.—Regular monthly devotion 

of the: Nocturnal Adoration Society 
of* the Eimira parishes ^was held' 
thrpugrjout the night of May 26 at 

peaters ^oW-'not'be In the county ,5S- Peter's and Paula Church here. 
!1A J^— i.t-L . . . ; •' .„'j.-»t->i_ : , T h « 1?lTn!»« Cn«:«'»« I_ i.1- irL* jails for months, poisoning mihds of 

youthful offenders there awaiting 
trial. Their caaes Would not cl6g tho 
criminal cotirtat and they wouldn't 
have time to get higH-salarred law­
yers to get th*ini free through tech­
nicalities of the law, " It also 
would save the state thou­
sands o f dollars in long drawn-out 
trials. t3»te .Tarould be no violation 
of the constitutional rights becauso 
as long as their maximum sentence 
endures, they would be wards of the 
sta'te. " . 

WouW,Work Ont 
l_ i 'I believe that such * plan could 
ho worked out wjthout great cost to 
the states For example Bimira and 
Comstoclt timid lake care of the first 

*»» ^^^^I^k]$t.^ 

^i^^J\<"- -< ft'. "• -

A€ 3KI. Kf ,wm executed for, murder, 
I t t g , «onim the day Ssfores he died: „ . 

*-*8%w hare run the whole gatenti offenderisi A!a)Wi«iuid.Sihg Sing, sec-
of crlm« iom the bottom to the top ond orT**iwl*ni; Attica, third offend-
;l^-',*rl- mm to for- Jk- there any er, and l>ann«*iora, fourth 'off«nd«M. 
wc*d that you want to »«nd to'th. "I am firmly eontinMd that UH 

The ISlmira Society is steadily in­
creasing in membership, with about 
ten members being received at the 
last devotion. 

All Catholic inen of Eimira are 
ttrged to join the Nocturnal Adora­
tion Society and devote orie hour a 
month to the veneration of .the 
Blessed Sacrament. Anyone desiring 
to beconie affiliated with this organ­
ization may communicate with Secre­
tary of the Eimira Society, Thomas 
F. McGill,92Q Sycamore Street, 

Blessed be (God in Bis Angels and 
in Sis--Saintsi -4--- -- - . •* 

best means of preventing repetition 
in crirae is A * short term, strict 
and severe for. the feat ^offender. 
Thai lat only a vision with we «iw, 
baa* ..MMM day 'J hop* it-wiU bt a 
reaOity» \ '• VJ. 
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