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EASTER CUSTOMS IN GERMANY 
(Continued from 2>age 9), 

Laetare Medalist 
Chrint conquers dea th atid brings 
rsalvatfoa to Jittjmanity as the victor 
of life in a reborn world, 

Idea of htrUHty 
The notion of fertility Is closely 

auKociiiWid witn ih«He ftywboiu. nr| 
some p a r t s of Germany the' shelves 
of egg*, laid on Holy Thursday are 
burned a n d their ashes strewn on 
t h e fields to makje thetn fertile. 
Sometimes whole- eggs a r e thus 
buried la . the ground or ploughed 
under to achieve the same effect. 

The hafs^tojU-KlLOL i s HUMOBJUI l'o 
produce colored Eas te r eggs for the 
children I s a symbol of fertility, be. 
-caus* it i s so, .prolific, and at,-,.rim 

this" hide and seek gume soon arter 
sunrise; _, 

After_ the eg*s» are discoveied, al l 
In the tore-front, anion*; these ay m. 
hols. It »Und» fur the mystery ot 

hktfffi-ant llli".. unci -its tuvukenliig «u 
the same time. Jusl aa new life de . 
velops from, the m-rm hidden, iiiaidi-
of the shelves, spring resuscitates 
Irotu a nature seemingly aalep 
And on tin- liighcj:, spiritual plain; 
sorts of games are, indulged In 
which vary according to geograph-. 
leal d is t r ic ts^ Eg«-rnlling;_!fl . j i r a t . 
tleed In Ui'fffipnt forms. "Kgg push, 
lug" they cull It in Uaut/,v.u, Suiuju-j-r 
and they celebrate I.MIK ft-"-; "n r''"" 

s a m e ltnxe of life constantly renew-
I n g Itself. On "Easter riiorn tho 
hare» are said to be hopping around 
t h e gardens and fields, laying their 
colored a n d even chocolate and mig. 
a r eggB for children behind bushes 
a n d trees. It Is the height of Eas-
te r joy f a r the little onoB cVery-
ythfiCBjiL ormany^ to participate in 
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ter 'Monday', On a a tape the grown­
ups ga ther with well Htuffed bngB of 
Easter egg», rhocoluteis. cundlci of 
uli sorts and oranges. And th»*n 
thpy begin tn roll tbeso pruclouH 
gifts down the hill wher« thoUHaiiils 
of boya and glrla ari» ready for tUr 
race. Catrtt as ratrh can Is the iilo-
gun when thu CKKH bngln rolling 
down^ Street .vndora a r c ri'ady on 
lop of iho hill t o ..still supplementary 
•warps whuii rltw etllp^ilies a re exT 
Imusti'd, and both thu bakers and 
the butchers of tho city contribute 
tholr Him res with uiuilent gift buc­
kets. 
. J2lHBKhera t4»« sarins- tftrttrrtatn-

nient is provided In a dlffprent form, 
in the Black Foroat, for Instance, 
lite boys will go from house to 
house on Enster .Monda>: and collect 
bnskets full of colored fgga. ...In the 
afternoon, then, after Veaifors' In 
Church, the eggs tlma collected are 

|,displayed in one long line on Main 
Street, at a dlBtanco of about throe 
feet one from the oilier. At one end 
of t he line stands a large tub. made 
of willow bands and filled with 
•chaff. At thu other end waives nr 
ling. A signal i s given, and the 
race s t a r t s . There are t w o runners. 
One of them does Ida bfsl to reach 
tho next. Village, a s fust us he can, 
there to throw a n egg on the roof 
of._t.ke- first house he encounters. He 
Is accompanied by .several. >oung_ 
men on bicycles who a r e iu watch 
.him .closely. The other runner In 
the meant ime has started picking up 
ono egg after t h e other on Mam 
Street to deposit t.iom. ench separ-
-ato. TH the willow tub. Whoever 
finishes h is Job firai is tin- winner 
and Is then welcomed nl a party in 
the village inn "with all t h e villagers 
attending. The meal consists of alt 
the eggs collected In the willow tub 
and friod In a huge pan. A dance i 
concludes the program 

llcrllii K K B Hh(Hln# 
In- Berltn- a-gaiuu is wjjdcly en. 

Joyed by the. nooplo which i« called 
"Egg shoving" .V group gathers 
around a hole In the ground and 
lots Eas ter PSKR drop siowli down 
the center . If one . egg touches an. 
otlipr. the owner of the former may 
-keuu ilium both, else one must leave 
Ih unsuccessful e s s In- t he hole ami 

-VEV COXWEST OI'RVED" •T.cBim ĵ«ru_r̂ »i»eHT*'r«i>-

Mrs. Oeuev »-• v<• Garvan Brady, 
New York phtlii'nthropiat and vice 

- ehatrrmm of fhc National Wom­
en's Committee on Welfare and 
Relief Mobilization, was. awarded 
the 1934 Laetaro Medal by Notre 
Dame University. -.The medal is 
bestowed annually upon un out­
standing member of the American 
Catholic laity. Mrs. Brady, the 
widow of Nicholas F. Brady, is 
the eleventh woman to receive the 

award. 

Die in kindled In front of the 

I* it necettary for Catholic! t o 
e D » l u f t ? 

A. Yes. The account of the Be-
toge is contained in Sacred Scrip­
ture , and the Church ,-faas always held 
it to be true, and it i s confirmed by 

! the New Testament writers, St . 
Peter and St. Paul . • I t wpuld seem 
also that recent archaeological exca^ 
vations also confirm t h e story of the 
flood. Among t h e peoples of the 
near Orient there are very many ac-
•euuhta of •••the—flood--indepet>tlent—<rf-
the Scriptural_Account. The unlver-
sality -of the deluge covered the uni-

i v , % 8 a l i t y o f t n e « u m a n race a,t that 
' t ime which was confined probably 

only to control and— soutjuiveatern 
Asia. Hence Catholics are not held 
to ;beJi.eve that the whole geographi­
cal world was under t h e deluge. 

what nation did the Wi*« Men 

ruu t he risk thnt. somebody else will 
cntcli It. "Egg n-icklng" Is very 
popular with children who gather 
two -at n time, each provided with 
an Easter egg. One egg is then let 
to fall on the other which is held In 
one hand. If the shell is pierced 
the winner may keep thin both. 

In Oberammergau which again 
this summer attracts world-wide in-
torost becauso of i ts famous Passion 
Piny, tho beautiful custom of "egg 
blesslns" has bopn.- preserved since 

clmreh\inil blessed by the priest. 
.Small pieces of bcechwood are then 
field into tl.i»• fire b j a;| those pica-
ent until thoy have turned to coal. 
Whoever was nut present at . this 
ceremony will SJ.I afterwards and get 
Itlmseif n jilece from - . the burnLm.. 
wimilwfdlo- a*r M»«i»f- carbunized .sou-
Cenlrs are aald lo protect against 
the thunderstorms so "frequent In 
the region. 

Processions ou the fields lo lm. 
plore God's bie-enn^ for the hnrveal 
are also very j i opu la r at Easter Uiije, 
and many like to (.-jet flower-buds or 
wlllow-catlilns on such occasions lo 
partalie In tin- fertility of the soil. 
In Mendeii, Sauerlaitd, Westphalia. 
the •".'recession of the Holy Cross" 
is especially noteworthy. It Is held 

ion t.ood r-'rlday, and dales back In 
j tlu 17-th century. 
! TliniiHimdM of ri lgrlius 

\ villager roprcsentltig Our Lord 
and weuring a penitential garment 
In white and purple , with a coril 
around the hips and a crown of 
thorns on his head, carries a lieavv 
wooden cross u p n steep hill while 
another man. reprerff-nlttii; irHmon of 

'Gyrene, helps Iiint Thousands of 
pilgrims join and say their prayers 
on the Way. unt i l the chapel on, top 
o ' the mountain ti -reached. I" lJiSfi 
this procession was held for the lira! 
time In eoimiieti.oriitioii of the hero. 
ic attitude of the town's mayor, 
whoso wife w a s saved from the 
plague. 

•'Storming t h e gates of hell" Is 
the name of a n o t h e r popular trad!, 
tion still practiced in various parts 

T, 
belong 

A. It is not known definitely: 
bu t common, opinion is that thoy 
were from Persia. T h e reuson for 
th is opinion is tha t t h e Magi were 
the sacred caste of Persia, where, 
the cult of Zoroaster prevailed and 
this cult was very proficient in as­
trology. Becauso of their knowledge 
of the stars, it is thought, therefore, 
in connection with t h e miraculous 
s tar at the time of Our Lord's birth, 
t ha t the Mngi were from Persia. 

St. Mary's, Fa. - ( N G W O — The 
new $125,000 convent building and 
Shapel at St. Joseph's- Convent has 
been opened for Inspection. It H* 
conducted by the Benedictine Hli.-
ters. The money for the structure 
was raisect entirely in this city. 

Williarustown. N. J —police t o d a y 
were without clues to t h e identity 
of vandals who desecrated the t .ab. 
ernacle"ofr St: Mary's Church;,-stea;— 
Ins three cibofla valued at rnore 
than J1G0. t h e theft was discovered 
by the Rev. Louin V. Cpgan, pastor. 

Happy Easter Greetings 

HOWARD DRY GOODS CO. 
Established 1912 

PHONB tm GENEVA, N. Y. 

Why i* it advisable to ..perform 
penances other than the priest or­
de r s in. Confession? 

A. It is necessary for qll to. do 
penance, in order to b e saved. The 
penance ordinarily given by the 
spriest iri confession is out of all pro­
portion to "the sin or s i iu committed: 
the renson for this be ing that we are 
obliged to accept and- perform the 
penance which the priest glvos. 
But if the priest we re to give very 
long or severe ones, there would be 
danger of them not being performed. 
T o undertake voluntary penances is 
very salutary in k e e p ' n g us from sin 
and also in shcrt&rong- the-jains of 

i Purgatory . -._.-..---

| in close connection with t he liturgy 
times immemorial, flaskets- full or/! of Easter. After the antlphone 
colored Easter eggs, some of them j "Surrexit Dominus" the people leavo 
decorated, or used as decorations 
for- a baked Easter lamb, are car-
rled^.to Church for onrly Mass on 
Easter morning. As many as 100 to 
160 children and grown-ups partici­
pate a s a rule In th-is unique proces-

the church, and the doors a r e locked 
Then' the procession starts circling 
around the church three tinies, sing-
iiij, undent sequences . Eventually 
it stops tn front of the main door 
The priest knocks aealnst it -wjth 

slon.. In Church the basSets are J the cross of resurrect ion and says 
deposited in front of the main altar j the words; 
tiiefe t o receive the priest's blessitTgr I "Tollite por tas . principles, ves. 
Only after this solemn ceremony Is•{ t ras pt intromit r e \ glorine" (-Open 

your doors, princes,'stud the King of 
Glory will e n t e r " ) . . 

Now a v^lce is heard from In­
side: "Who Is th i s King of Glory?". 

And the pr iest answers : "The 
Lord of hosts himself Is the Kins of 
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over, can the eggs be eaten. Some 
of them a r e arranged in a "circlo 
around plates of salt, and this salt, 
after the blessing ceremony, is of. 
fercd to the cattle to lick. 

No less symbolical are the Ger-

with water and Are. In some parts 
"Good i^Jrlday water" is considered 
to have unusual qualifies. The night 
before Good Friday such water must 
be dipped up from a pure spring or 
fountain. While dipping, no word 
must bo said ,to anybody. After, 
wards tho water- thus bucketed is 
Used for drinking and for washing 
one's face and hands whioh wil'i 
have t he effect, according to popular 
superstit ion, ' to maintain the person 
beautiful and healthy all" the year, 
a round. . This water Is a l so said to 
convey happiness and blessings of 
uli so i l s . "It can b e iireserved for a 
whole year without deteriorating, 
the people" believe. 

In Upper Silesia "Creek washing" 
is generally practiced on Good Kri. 
day. The people -will go t o a creek, 
wash faces and: hands and then 
kneel down and pray. Im Oboram-
mergau a large tub Is posted before, 
the main a l tar in church on Satur. 
day before Easter, tho a l tar boys 
carry * s much Water from the, vil, 
luge creek as is required to fill it. 
Then- -follows the blessing corotrio»_y 
and'-e^reiituftlly the poople till their 
kegs and bottles with t h e blessed 
water to carry .it hohte. Those who 
arc uaabie to attend church* go to 
the creek theniselve*, as soon as they \ 
hear t h e bel l i ringing and announc­
ing t h e Gloria of Easter, to wash 
their eyesj an act symbolical of now 
life arising. •' - ~ 
^ Msuiy Easter Fi res 

in may regions Easter .fires ate 
the height of entertainment for the 
youngsters. They are, of course, 
symbolical both of returning spring 
and o f the victory of l igh t over 
darkness of "Christianity over pa­
ganism./ ' Again to' 0bei*mmergau 
the blessing of the Easter %xt is "car­
ried on with "particular solemnity. A 

Easter Greetings 

Is God in Hell? 

A.—God is everywhere In creation 
by His power—and—HIR essences 
therefore He is also i n Hell. This 
may seem contradictory and hard to 
believe; but we remember tha t God 
is also present even in this*'world by 
Hi? power and His-essence, in spite} 
of the wrongs and sirfs that prevail j 
he re . The principal punishment ot 
Hell is being deprived of the—sigi 
of God: When we realize that we 
d o no t see God, t he difficulty in re­
ga rd to Hell disappears. 

. Is it t rue that t he hear t of man 
demands an infallible Church? 

A. As St. Augustine toils us, the 
h e a r t of man was made for God and 
is not content until it rests in Him. 
The history of the human race has 
been a sad search fo r God and a fail­
u r e to find Him because of i ts sin­
fulness, and because i t tried to fit 
t h e notion of God in to its varying 
desires. God is Truth a n d the truth 
o f course cannot contradict itself. 
Therefore if God is t o make Him­
self known, He must d o so without 
e r r o r and speak t h r o u g h a mouth­
piece which is infallible. The heart 
and mind of man w e r e made for 
t r u t h , and thus the. h e a r t of man na­
tura l ly is made to demand .an infff 
lible church. 

tttory." " ™ " """ 
This Is repeated three times, and 

then t he door i s opened while first 
a noise Is heard outside, and then 
the orsan plays with full tones and 
the aTtarheTTS'aTe rung, with the 
procession entering, and the priest 
puoceeding to ' trre main al tar . The 
whole cei'ohiony is symbolical." The | i t passed out with the middle ages 
locked door demotes the sates of 
hell, the priest is t he Risen Christ 
while t he deacon answering from in. 
side the Church stands- for the:] 
prince of the underwold, the devil. 

Easter R i d e i n Savony 
_ f.es.4 dramatic, but -still impressive 
enough Is the "Easter r ide" of 
Bautzen. Saxony. A group of men 
on horseback g a t h e r at the church 
door and receive blessed crucifixes 
and flags from the priests to carry 
them around t h e church three times, 
and then through t he whole town 
with the population, looking on. 

Baden the popular 'Belief still pre.; 
vails t ha t the ehurcn bells "fly to 
Itoine" on Holy Thursday, not to 
return until Holy Saturday, lit the 
bell 's stead wooden rat t les are nsed* 
a n d - t h e village boys areNometlmes 
wi l t ing for hours In; front of the 
church to be al lowed to put tihem In 
motion,- higlttm—top the beifrl.esj by 
pushing the heavy wheels^whicli 
serve as- a kind of primltfve motor. 
These rattles a r e j i s e d . at noon, for 
t he Angelus, a n d %i eleverr-o'clock in 
t h e .morning t o indicate the ap­
proaching Passion of the Saviour, 
and that- the Joyous bells will "not 
r ing again jUntil after the ftesurrec-

|4i6n wi th the solemn. Gloria, a t High 
Mass on fifoly S a t u r d a y . " A J' ' 

."To conclude a curiosity niay be 
mentioned. *Tii Stolpen,, Saxony, a 
stone column can still be seen 
which was erected fn lo/82 and -fs:| 
knowtii »sJho ''Easter Column." its 

Must Catholic 
t ion, in spite of Its 
jus t i ce? 

A. Catholics need n o t defend the 
Inquisition if they do not wish to. 
I t is not a necessary parI^oT~oTrr 
revealed faith. It did n o t come into 
existence until the middle ages arid 

No-doubt there were many, cruelties 
f o r which the Inquisition was re­
sponsible-. But it was a n institution 
of i ts t ime and conducted according 
t o the mentality of t h e mediaeval 
people . 

T h e inquisition was .an instrunvssitt 
of discipline. When non-Catholics 
s eeks to discredit the Church be­
cause of this institution they should 
first find out what t h e Reformers 
d W ' t o discipline those who did not 
See with one mind wi th themselves. 
I t must be remembered, also, that 
w h e r e the inquisition nourished was 

in Bavaria a n d Wuerltemberg and-J4S C a thol jc count r ies^wjn^ was all 
Western. Europe, practically. And it 
m u s t also bo remembered t h a t re.? 
l igious reformers a re hot always 
meek; and mild, hut very.^pfteh, es^ 

Ipecially Where the Charcli is con-| 
kcerhed, are disturbers o f the public 
peace . TvTiilc there is^ no heed to 
de fend the Inquisition, « t I h e same 
t i m e there is no reason why we can­
n o t defend it, especially if we look 
upon it as an institution dealing 
wi th the disturbafie'e o f the public 
peace and the established order of 
thifigs. —:-''" •'.-,. . 

irrscriptibn reminds of the fact —. 
believe i t or nbtl—^-tha* In 1682 
E a s t e r was celebjrateid twjije because 
of the calendar c h a n g e then exe. 
ca t ed . A verse In old'"letters says: 

"1582 Jah r dasWst-^ahiV 
• 2 * e e n e Ostern in ^ Inem Jfahr". -

. V'tStt, that's t h ^ ;*ruth, twice 
t h e r e was fiaster In oa& yea r" ) . 
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"The .basis of friehuship is being a friend" 
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