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(Contimtd from ft*?v °) -
at Christmas ..tad you sh*U M v i y i 
have abuudanct.*" 

Long b.eforo this legend originated 
the fir-tree was * symbol of eteruai 
spring with the pagan. Germans who 
admired «ts ever-green In lire midst 
of wintry snow and ice, and took It 
as a gipn of eternal life linmerjscd (h 
the seeming death of nature At the 
same time mythology p3*yod-*» Iffi. 
portant part with these conception* 
in so far as trees' generally stood SB 
emblem* of the universe far t h e old 
Germanic tribes: their root* were 
seen reaching deep below the earth's 
aurfttfB whlln t h « Infly tnp. tOSKWed: 

high up to the sky, 
The tradition of the old German 

Yule Feast which signified tlie,-3»auie 
between winter, and, summer, between 
tight and darkness, entered ais kn. 
•otlmr <>let<mi)t Into Oio later German 
conception of Christmas, TbW fmtl 
wa» celebrated on winter solstice day 
which was considered as the birth
day of Frelr. the Sun-God, For the 
early Christian missionaries on Cor-
man noil it waa easy enough to s> 
almilate these traditions. Pronj then 
on- the Sun-flod—no-longer waa-the 
center of popular veneration, nor did 
the winter solstice primarily convey 
thfi though? of tho coming of Sprints. 
The light of the world had now 
come on earth. The eternal tun 61 

i Christianity had risen. "6 , how won. 
derful acted Proiddence th«t on th»l 

I day on which the Sun KII born, 
j Chrlat should bo born,̂ * says aajfltl 
;ftr*ateVat"icfli)t." » •— — 
• The holy, silent night however" »!• 
j wayn"remaiheTt¥e"ceritisr"of fiie"hlgri 
j mystic recurrence In all German 
j ritual*. The vision of the Star of 

Bethlehem would not lurmonlio 
| with bright day-light. The apparl. 
t ion of the Angela bringing the glad 

j tidings to the shepherds on the hill 
la reported by St. Luke to .have tak. 

ien place in the midst of a »ky-clear 
i oriental winter night. So the Gar-

mnns still like-to asaociatb~a.il that 
l» dear to thorn in the Holy Child 

i with Christmas Era rather than 
, with Christmas morning:. 

Will© the most ktttngtitt o f polte* 
regulation* prohibited the sale of 
any kind of a Christmas tree to «s 
e>itU«n,-<the Government of -8ov|*t 
Riw&la made a. special concession, to 
foreigner* last ChrtatfflM tad 6 ^ 
muted florist ahops to handle tree* 
«sxc)usively for their purchase. Hour, 
etver. the tree* cost *SS a piece, and, 
if the foreigner coiid Mford lUfh 
attn*. price, he was hard put to pro
vide U with appropriate decoration*! 
which are very scarce tn ttmt flo«n 
try. 

While the amall for«l|a oolpay tte 
Moscow made preparation* g«r Ihtlr 
own observance of Christmas faat 
year, newspapers publiiihaid a,R-
notineements from the All-Unlon 
Godless Society aebedHllna; inM* 
Christmas meetings and lacturei in 
ifarlous cities tor December as, 

CHMSIilAR TRKBS rWUliAHrTY 
Any doubt tiiat one Might hut* 

about the popularity pf th* Cbflat-
inas tre« in Wte United Slatta is dia-
pelled by the fact that n«ariy_ l.OOO.-
OOO spruce. Chitttraaa "tr»«r w«r«He** 
ported to have boen shipped Into 
New York City alon» live days b«v 
tore last Chriatmts, 

Christ Child Himself takes hi* nl»c« 
In the dlsplsya of the Mf de|»rt-» 
ment stores and ltu> colorful OhHst-
rrtas falra. Hut one considerable dlf* 
r«rencoJtn cuatonr ttierfl-wrat U*at 
between Germany and Atnurtoat 
Oifts. believe it or not, are; wax 
wrapped ~uirov«r Ii««e! Tl»e^ a w 
nicely displayed unwrapped on' a 
decorated table right clone to Ihe 
Cnrlsthtsus tree or even under the tre* 
Itself. An exception la made In the 
northern parte of Gerinany wh«r# a 
etrange_eu*toa _stl.ll „fil»¥*lja... f|ont„ 
olden times, called Julklspp. 

A small «Tft is carefully wrjppfj* 
iip In a» enormous jjaokaj* or ho* 
which is usually delivered at tbe door 
by an unexnectad m»«w«ng««r aome 
.tlirie after the peak of the family 
celebration is oyer, Often 'the pick-
age will just be thrown at the front 
door, with as much clatter as possi
ble and with no trace left of tft* 
mysterious donorr AfterwafiSf t»» 
almost *ndlea»„ ttnwtajtplh* which 
may cause umbamssmeiUs and a/>"» 
prises galore affords merriment for 
the whole famtlyi 

For tne children, of couraa, the 
Light In The OaHonesn 

it The glittering ornaments on the 
[1 tree, tne siivery stijr on Us to^, the 

jglfts muat boa, aurprtae. .Father arid... *, 
mother keep them hidden until J , 
Christmas Eve. and when the d**f| . r 

K of'multicolored paper" andj1* opened to the room where the lr#o J k 
•••• mil torn randiPR on its branches, f»t**a* Hjthl«d In all It* jjlory (He, , 
al l that ia meant to symbolize tho:: youngster* are easity ovnrwH«»jtni;tl by ,^ , 
lisht In the darknens which eame't-the sudden fiiifliliiiofit of nmhy n Off- ,« 
from hr-aven upon earth. The deoo-1 erel dr<>ant. Aitorwnrds they may J, 
rated Chrlstmaa tree da tea hack only retire and sleep happily kcopiflgf 
«a- far da the dovuftteeiith centMijji *»clr """» or ̂ We— -«**—roffklnfr 
Since then It Ims coiiuuered the \riiolo 
world, but the Germans still claim 

• it ft* the tradltiooftl symbol of tlieh 
j national Chrlstmaa spirit. The Weill-

| nnclii, the hallowed night, remains 
; the rear culmination of the family' 

[ j. feast and represents all tlml in sa-
jj-ered to their hearts on Clrrtatmsa 

j ! Eve. .The Carols, the gifts for the 
rj" | s \ f , i « i children and the real human joy of 
1* r a f l K \J. I ^ a t n r O p J Chriatma* come on the eve of the 

* ĵ feast Itself, and going to Church the 
; next morning ,to many meant but tin 
crowning of-the events of the prced-

I ing Holy Night. 
Because German Christmas roots 

so deeply in the home, it has not yet become customary to keep llteauw JJeosle is, the house,- Wtiape Mm 
ated. trees on the front laws of the 

I houses. riot . even Community 
: Christmas trees have become poButar 
, after they had been Introduced from 
.'America in recent years. In aome 
: parts of the country t h e Protestant 
" churches arrange service* oh Christ 
; mas Eve, and, of coarae,, the deed. 

ratPd fir-trees are o+wrfpreient in 
public meeting places. T«stattTant»i-«iondUbaJLlLinakfi« a lot of differ- • 

l - ^dr^^a^^ i f^^^ - -^ : 

and hospitals. But otherwise the 
celebration remains a family affair, 
centered around the family tree 
whose shining fights are supposed to 
warm the heart spiritually juat as 

^ thp light of faith in the Midnight 
Masses in the Catholic Chilrche*, 

>p Evergreens, holly, fcry and the 
JT,' mistletoe never have been "able to 
" displace the tree as the rayorile 

; "vmbol of German Christmas al 
though branches of the fir-tree are 
widely used for the decoration o f the 

, houses during the holy seaion, Alid 
then, of course,' there Is no plum 

• pudding, as in England. But plenty 
! of other cookies- are available, Nuf. 
«einborg ginger breads, all kinds of 
fritters, and-donghnuts o f every im-

raginable description, alio loaf 
' shaped currant cakes, a specialty "of 
Dresden In Saxony. TSipsc weeks 

j when mother spend* hoturs iri^- tfie; 
kitchen to prove her skiui.ln baking 
cinnamon rolls and butter twists and 

j honey cracknels a r e tensfe with ejepec-
ration and anticipated YHite time- Joy. 

Christmas shopping presents %o 
different aspects hi aermany than 
anywhere, else in the wprld^ ejecept 
that the three last Siftdayi diTTnl-

y e n t are called Coppery, Silvery and 
Golden Sundays respectively •— 
which are meant t o be -encouraging, 
if not always justified predictions as 
far as the shopkeepers are eon;. 
cerned. Santa Claus, a s was Said 
before, is mostly conspicsidei by bit 
absence and Knight Rtraert Or Ike 

VorstTlenderly "embraced '™=~of"cToi«f 
all tlit-oush CbrlstiiiM'f a t hand 

night. i.__ 
Quaint Country fusIomJ! 

in tlie country regions pome older 
traditions are still i»rc«erv<?d, hef« 
and there. 

in Thuringl* It used to be * 
Christmas custom to carry * light
e d candle into a darkened room in 
order to find o.ut whether t h e car-
rier's shadow ahowed plainly hi* or 
Her head* Aeeordirtgiy ill* i»«*«oit to-
question Would live o t die In Ui« fol
lowing year. Another method for 
t h e nmm purpose was to set tip i s 
many small salt heaps, as there Were 

IK *> ~* \ S 

would collapse during Christmaa 
Bight, would dje the coming year* 
Tuw. gruesome i s t h e attempt of 
those maidens who choose Christmas 
Day to pick a log from the wood 
piles In their back yards t o estab
l i sh whether their futore sweethearts 
a r e going to be straight-built 6r 
crook-shouldered. It Is easily under 

ence which log; one picks! 
In other regions the women are ac-

«uatomed to s tep out intqjhe lr gar
dens Just after midnight on CBrlst-
mas day add to throw the crumbs 
o f Christmas E v # s supper tablo over 
t h e roots of t h e fruit trees,, cott-
vnced that such wiaarilly fertlllring^ 
wi l l hare molt beneficial effects at,"* \ 
.harvest time. 

There are n o Christmas cards in 
Germany, at least not as a m s « In
stitution to the exterrf custotnary i n 
America. 

The German Chriatnias is thejinost 
eMended cingle holiday In existence-
N o t only for t h e school ^hildfeny 
mind you, but for more or Jess 
everybody, except perhaps street car 
conductors or telephone ofierators. 
T h e holiday begins with.. Christmas 
E v e in the early afternoon. ' That's 
b a l l a day. Then comes Christmas 
JDasy. Then t h e "second Onrlstmas 
ijay." When, for instance, Decem
ber 24 falls on a Thursday, half of 
that day and the three following days 
a r e lull holidays thrWghoui 0eri 
many with all afeo&s elowd a n d holt-
&*y schedules prevailing for business 
a n d civil seMceas generiUjL. i^)rtu«-
atety, New Tear's JPre U close by, 
and hardly anybody wi l l be in a seri 
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cms mood between those two dates. 
P r o a Christmas to New Tfi tn is the 
offseason par excellence of Germany, 
wi th polities banned arid peaceful 
leisure prevailing everywhere , as si: 
blessed gift of the Chrlitkind. 
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