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" presents, asit Is'in the United States.]
_ Nor is the Christmas tree much in

o /

~rthe roxd. 'So those who had a roof

. way perched on thé side of the hill

- | defiling the grotto by the worship
| of talse gods, as he did diso Cal
* | vary and- the Holy Sepulehre..

J whieh hd heard the tender wail- |
e  infant Christ men be- |1
‘belbmd ot Vennl."’ 1
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Volume V.

_MIDNIGHT MASS IS FEA TURE
‘? OF CHRISTMAS IN BELGIUM;
. MANGERS IN ALL CHURCHES

By REV. J\ATHORY COPPENS

€Wrltten for N. C. W, C.

While it must be confessed that old customs are slowly dlb-
‘appearing in the face of modern developments and expansion, still

the country folk of Belgium, -in

adhere to practices, many of which go back to the Middle Ages,
§ ~when the Mystery Plays were at the height of their popularity}
¥ and influence.- Moreover;-a study-of old documents, and especially
of folklore, is contributing in a large way to thé revival of many

customs which were merely dlm
many. .

Christmu Day_in_Belglum_{s_ not
partlcularlya day for the exchange of.

ovidence ai this time, as it is ju the
United. Qtates. ' The decoration of fir
trees at Christmas was more or less
in evidence in Antwerp - before the
War, when Antwerp had a gonsider-
able German popuiation, but now that
practice -has wirtusily dissppeared.
The exchange of presents in Bel-
‘glum i deferred uitil New Year's
Day. Formerly it was idore ot less
conflned 19 the family cirele, and
eyven now, when it has extended more
or less genermlly to include other
rolatives and friends, it remains a
groat day for god-children, who will
never miss a visit to their god.
parents &t this time. ‘They present
thelr god-parents with {lluminated
letters which have been propared with
. the-greatest. care. at ‘school under. the
. _supervision of the teachers,
_and these ate_read WItH Rromt TOVor
Presonts are exchanged, and
not infrequently kisses, and even
tears, are & pasrt of the geromanles.
The great feature of thé observ.
ance of Chrlstmas In Belglum 18 Mid-
night Mass, whether it be in u
¢hapel with but a small congregation
1n attendance or fi a great cithedral
with = large outpouriig of the faith-
ml ¥For hours béfore thé beginning
£ lh.sx thé rendlllon of Ghristmu

oisupply & proper

‘hem. Theré is the manger in which
Blessed | --

Ammmﬁ_ﬁm_iumr FROE |
“Parents who have grown lax in the

'dustrial centers, will visit the man-
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their observance of Chrigtmas,!

recollectxons in the minds of

_hyrans_on_carillons. _has__served _to)
Christmax  atmo.
sphere. o - :

In all churches are to be seen re-
productions of the stable in Bethle~

lles the Holy Child. The
Virgin, Saint Joseph and the shep-|
‘herds. kneel close by. The cattle are

there too. The manger scene. remains]--

of this composition untll the Feast
of thie Epiphany, when the throe Wise
Men supplant the shepherds.
reproductions. of the Béthlehem stable
dre a great attraction with_the ¢hll-
dren of Belglum, and, in towns}
where there are-several ¢churches, the
little ones will visit them all. Man-
gers are alsg erected In the private
hofries, and often, particularly in the
aristocratie homes of Antwerp. the’y
‘are ‘works. of real artistic merit.

Tae universal practice of visiting
the mangers set up in the varidus
churches of . the towns and. villagesy
often-results in people returning toj

These}
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practice of thelr rveligion, and there]
aré many - caxes of this kind in in.

gers In many lastances just to show

them to thetr littie ones. These vis-|
its often stir sgain the religious sen-
timents in the-breasts Jf these care-
less ones,and- they returp to proper,
faithful practice of their rellglous;
-dutios.

T he nght of

Chrlstmas Eve

No one in the valley had ever
known 8such 2 Bad season. Frost and
‘siow, snow arnd frost forihe whole}
- 9f Advent and the week before

Christmnas had been, distinguished by] Dinglewards though he knew once he

2 howling, piuless, hever-ending |
‘Bnow-storm. Even the old people
ramemberod nothing like it. To geét
to Dingle for the usual festive shop.|
ping was \mfﬁinnble No horse or
even donkey could travel with the
- snow piied in drifts at every turn in

and a firé thamiced God fof them and
pitled  any untor{unate abroad in.
such. weuther

-~ Miceal 0’Connof's Hme “house’

overiooking the upper road. More |
and more n.nxious were the glances

L.‘Pigan Effort To Hnde
| Saviour’s irthplace
Proof of Authentlclty:

1t ls i strildng 6t that the ef<
Emperor_ to.

A CHRISTMAS STORY
(ertten for N. €. W, C. Christmas Supplement)

{ That done thé woman of the lousel
|swept the fléor and lald the table}
‘with her finest-and best, while nej

fhrown at the sky as Christmas Eve
passed hour by hour with little sign
of Iimproveinent. - We would fain
have made the toilsome, jOurney

left. the uppeér road the going would
be all but impossible, for the hotise
had none of the. customary fesiive
fare and evén the bacon and flour

fall, howéver, unntil late In the after-
noon, when it would be foolish to
think of starting in face of the re-
turn journey, which would have to|
be made after dark.

With a sigh Micexl ‘ﬁsrned this at-
tentiong to theé- preplrations nof
_Qxelteacht householder will omit_on
:Christmax Eve. ‘Hé struggled across
to the peut-suck and brought in not’
one biit msiny arm-loads of the dark-
brown turt, for the first
wonld he furnistied with as much as
it wouid sately hold and a pile for.
refueling“would stand near it as well,

where Our
I.ord was born have furnished one
1 of the strongest proofs that this .

4 faithful from earliest times. :
The !:mperor, mys- 8t Jeronie,

_ehdeavoréd to wipe out the re

{ memdrance of ‘Christ’'s birth by

| “Out. Bathlehem” (the manger)

" | writes the great Doétor, “the most ||

] augtint apot in- the universe, wis
" ¥ overshadowsd by & woid comieji
4 erated 1o Thamus-—thit is to sy,
‘{10 Adonia—and i the grotto .

pmmt—
3 ncooping away the little drifts of
T&now,

| spot was. held id veneration by the‘" :
watered befors Miceal and Kate sat]

| gettle characteristic of Kerry houses
Minor occupations} -
1kept them busy until it was tine for|
lthe Rosary. A stout candie had to}
b_g'ﬂxed; in the window and there lit. eredited with having
‘the first Christznas Crib, but he s
-Yalso. hem to hase beedh thé deacon at
" ithe firsf Midnight Mass.
1 8t Pexnos aley preachsd at iy
‘Midnight Mass, ‘blographers tell s,
‘and took &8 hix topic the poverty of
Jesus and the umility of ‘Bethlehem. |
‘He was 1o moved in mentioning the
‘Holy Child4hat=Brix Hps trembled: and,
‘tears tell from ‘im eyes.

i Bethlehem Is Stdl

1{other inhabitants,
‘J]stafl’s earried by these shépherds are}
Tuwed to help them up steep slopes and

Candle in Window
“The animals had been ~ fed and

down {6 a-late tea on the wooden:

some. time %g0.

—.‘_—n.
(C mmmud nn Pag? 10)

Abode of Shepherds

Bethlehem i lgui the ahode of
shepherds; and their Tough and dis-
tinctive dress marks théin out from]
Incidentally, the

over ‘yough apots lnthe Arasing

lmdl.

were fow. The snow did not cease tol

tonight|

At the Crib
" By -KENTON KILMER -

+ 7 (Written fof N C. w. C Chrigtmas Supplement)

His tiny, wax-pink ﬁngers
Like young vine tendrils curled,
There lies the Vine whose vintige

}hs eyes, bnght spark]mg, radtant
Give promise of the light

WIH brmg hfe to the world

Of heavenly truth, triumphant
OVer the dark of mght .

.

(3

Hls woft hght hair mlt darlcen MU
~_To brown-gold of xipe grain, S £
" His flesh, at timeof harvest o S

lel gm uss lifé again, Cooe 4

His warm red moutﬁ will open
To speak the-wop

. He lieg thete, smiling, siferst, o
' Avs Mary benﬂa abisve. S e

of lowe;

St Francns ‘Was Firat

Midnight Mass Deacon;

Not only i& St, Francls of Assi_si:
fnraugudated -
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‘date line n the Pac!ﬁc Ocean oW
what womtd normally be Decembar
BE, 1t an demsnds upon your direetion
whether
‘Prays; 'or mons 4t all.

Passengers on steamers That cross

the date he while heddéd towsrd
the Orient are deprivéd of December

' 25 ltogether, thejr calendars jump

“from December 24 to Decemhber 28

‘Reform mnst be slow in a worlt automatically: Chronologically speak-

r

‘where mone wili listen to oreaching ing, they have no Christmis &t all
excapt. them. who don't need St .o This happened to the phaswngers on)
‘Groolﬂlu Pledmiout, :

‘n Anoﬁm mp Taat ym.

It you arrive at the mtemationai )

you have two Chilstmas|

TRAVELERS TO ORIENT MAY LOSE
CHRISTMAS; Z-IN-ROW EAST BOUN

But 1f passengers are ctouln‘; thely

Hine. while hedding ‘towsrd the Pa.

Loific Coast of the Tlied smen, they|,
are f1n 4 mvoreumlffan and ix'i g

.

two Cﬁristmu

WX.

Ty

‘ean best place in them, listen uwzﬁe o
n the sllénce of the Holy Night. T 0P
muy lve that the gitt He aaks of Yoy
18, the gift of yoursell, a8 o

1o f.uose whorhave never Juard.
Good Tidings of Gmt > {

- ﬁﬂd Kﬁ’t‘“

trots,

.?L‘be great dn . A
Hpalh {& the Péast of thie
Imnuary 8, or “The By of
Kokngy' s (hey
Sretiknd the
e e

As the Infant Savior stt'etches mt |
‘His Little Hands tp you
Crib; and you wonder what git

R e AR



nM.Mci.Um

