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Devotions

The Crowning of the Picture’

x

ly erowned.

read of Gregory III, and in 84
laudable practice.

Sovereign Pontiff.

images, they decreed that before

disputed miracles.
These three coanditions,

of Perpetual Help they one and a
most willingly consented,

probation of the Sovereign Pontl
bimaelf, Pope Pius IX*"; second,
had been venerated

Ceremony Date Set

the event. and another to follow |

© - Owing to the numerous petitiofiy]
made them for permission to crown

picture may be crowned (about 400
have been crowned since) a witness
must first atiest that its veneration
has been approved by the Bishop of
the diocese; second that this venera-
tion has come down from ancient
times. which fact he must prove by
historic documents; ‘and third, that
at diffarent times It hags wrought un-

as was
evident to all,.were tully met with in
Perpetual Help. When therefore the
inhabitants of the Esquiline Region
petitioned the Canons of St. Peter’
to grant permission for the crowning

“in ancient
times in St. Matthew's church before
ft was destroyed’" as was “proved by
both public and private documents";
and third. it had *for three conturles
and more excited the plety of the
falthful by its startling prodigies”
and ““the frequency of its miracles.”

The date set for the official cere-
mony was the Sunday within the oc¢-
was to precede {n preparation for

thanksgiviog. The official announce-

By REV, CLARENCE SEIDEL, C. 8S8. R.

In the year, 1867, the Picture of Perpetnal Help was solemn-
This pious custom of crowning the more celebrated
of Mary’s miraculous images arose in ancient times.

In 741 we
4 of Gregory IV, approving this

In the seventeenth century, however, a new
impetus was given to the work by the Canons of St. Peter's
Basilica in Rome, to whom this office had .been entrusted by the

meht for the coronation was wmade
by no less a dignitary than the
Pope's personal representstive in the
city of Rome, his Eminence, Cardi-
nal Patrizl. He invited the faithful
to come “with a spirit of fervent
devotion to venerate the Mother of
Perpetual Help and *“to implore
Mary's protection upon Rome and
the universal Church.” To all at-
tending the servicea a plemary indul-
gence was offered, and partiai in-
dulgences for private visits.

Thus prepared the faithful eager-
1y awalted the coming day. It would
be a wonderful day, everybody
knew, and pobady waanted to miss it.
Aund, indeed, they were right; it was
a “wonderful day,” such as San Al
fonso's had neover seen before, nor

i

! tor 88)perhaps will ever see agaln. The
their official decree of May 12, 1867

authorizing the crowning asserted:
first, its veneration “enjoyed the ap-

church was decorated, homes were
decorated, streeta were decorated—
in fact, all Rome put on her festive
robes for this great celebration. As
one approached San Alfonso's that
day he read in its plentifyl decora-
tions a message of welcome to join
fn the grand festivities. The floral
wreaths adorning its walls, the large
sized reproduction of the Plcture of
Perpetual Help—the crowd gather
ing before the doorz—all gave evi-
dence of an extraordinary svent,
More magnificent still were the
decorations inside the church. Itx

fr
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tave of Corpus Christi, which. i}
1867 foll on June 23 A triduum|VCre Ablaze with color. The high

altar with ita sweetly smolling, gayly
tinted blossoms and its flame-tipped
candles mirrored In the immaculate
marble was & sight for men and an-
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gels. But the sight superd, the su-
premest object of everyone's vialon
was the mirsculous Picture ftsslf.
Sheltered beneath a silken canopy
gorgeously ornamented with symbol-
fc representations {n gold and siiver,
and encircled by burning candles and
sparkling votive offerings which the
faithful in their generosity had glv-
en lp return for favors received dur-

ing the past year, the Plcture
seemed to recall the days when
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Isracl's ark of the ¢ovenant swam in
the splendor of the Godbead. In-
deed Mary's children had spared
nothing in thelr attempt to make this
a@ay the greatest ever; and that that
attempt was not In vain we shall
presently see.
Official Decroe Read

On the day of the great ceremony.
Mary's clients could be seen making
their way towards San Alfonso’s.
From early morning they had been|
filling the charch, and it was
thronged as it had never been be-
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SODAL TALK o=

Ptus X! has declared a Juhllu
Year heginolag April 2. As Father
Fox explained at the Union meeting,
the idex of a Jubilee is as old as the
Gad Himself com-
manded Moses to set aslde the Aftl-
eth year as a time of remissfon and
jubilee. During that time the pee
ple‘(epended on the Providence of

God' for ‘sustenance. Ths present
ides: af the jublice while xiso a time

oy paacc
tom:‘,»tjat x few ad to remtln out-
side,~ ~ Within~ waré ~ Cardinals,

worien and chud:m. old and young,
rich and poor, peuo.m and noble—
all intent upon honoring their newly-
crowned Queen. The gentle tinkiing
of bellg signalled the advent of the
chief celebrant of the day, the be-
loved Patriarch of Constantinople
(who later on becams a Cardinal)
the Right Rev. R. Aloysius Anticl-
Mattel. After adoring the Body and
‘Rlood of Christ in the Blesacd 8acra-
ment he repaired to a richly draped
throne where ho szt as the oMecial
decree authorixing the Plcture's
crowning was publicly rezd. Then
followed a Solemn - Pontifical High
Muss, at the end of which the Patri-
arch intoned the stirring words of
the “‘Regina Cosli, Laetare'—O
Queen of Heaven, rejoice, (well
might she rejoice on such an occa-
sfon') and as the cholr continued
the strain the¢ Plcture was slowly let
down from its lofty throne above the
bhigh altar, so that the golden
growns, given by the faithful, might
be affixed. The crowns, in the form
of plates, were of 22 carat gold. Our
Lady's crown was studded “with 9§
miifoils, 8 smethysts, 6 aquamar
ines, and ¢ emeralds"; the Infant's
crown “contalned 8 pearls, 3 emer-
alds, 3 topazes, and 13 garnets'” —
all gifts of grateful hearts!

With & reverence born of love, the
holy Patriarch, while reciting the
coronation prayers, placed the
crowns, one on the head of the Divine
Infant and the other on that ot His
Mother. As the Picture rose again
to its lofty throne amid clouds of in-
cense, the entire congregation burst
forth into the melodious words ol
the immortal *““Te Deum
—that hymn of thanksgiving than
which none greater has ever been
penned; the words of which, though
anclent, are ever new. Then began
~—as {8 the custom In Italizn celebra-
tions of this kind—a hooming dis-
charge of fireworks: bombs were ex-
ploded, and giant cannons roared out
thoir flery salvos to the nelghboring
hills, announcing the® joy that was
Rome's that day Manifestations ot
this joy could be seen ewven after
night fall when long rows of houses
displayed {lluminations of every
deacription, artistically arranged, In
honor of the Mother of God.

The climax of all the celobrations
came, however, on the evening of the
last day, when fire from hemven
seemed to d d and envelop Ban
'Alfonso’'s and the adjoining territory
in a flood of seraphic light. Colors
dyedd the sky Into an cvening sun-
set. But best of all was the moit
holy name of “Mary” written with a
pen of flame across the sea-blue sky:
that was stirring, soul-piercing, sen~
satlonal; the on-lookers could re-
strain their joy no longer; they
toroke out into lomd huirahs =nad
thrilling “vivas™, Then as one man
they cried out, making the welkin
ring: “Long live Mary! Long live
the Mother of Perpetual Help!'

Long May 8he Reign

Yes, long may the Mother of Per-
petual Help live upon her chosen
throne; long may she reign in peace
jand joy. And as we contemplate| -
her there, what memories crowd our
wondering minds; how strangely
sweet to the memorics of Pazan
days stand out in vivid contrast with
those. of today. There was reason
fn Pagan times why Horace could
cast upon the “Esquiline” the op-
probrious epithet of ‘“gloomy" #nd
“darksome,” for there the god-
desses of evil had their haunts;
there capital punishment was admin.
istered to the guilty, and their bodies
left to the mercy of the elements;
and there, tpo, was located <the
common burylng ground fo¥ the poor
and the slave,™ their bodies were
thrown together and buried In Inrge
pits called “puticull’’.

How changed is =ail this today!
No longer doss a darksome shadow

=~ gyer ~ the Esgulline, but I
[stéad a brilliant sun sheds there its}
brightest rays; no more the bury-
g ground for the poor .and zhe
slave; it s rather the land of hope
whére men dead in =in and vice may
g0 to regaln eternal 1ife and
strength. There where once dwelt
the goddess of Il Fortune—Mals
Fortuna as she was called; now
reigns the Cause of our Joy—the
Mother of Perpetual Help. Where
formerly stole the golddess of Death
—Libitins; now walks the. Giver of
 Bternal: Lllo—-;ho virsin Mary. And}
whére in days of old the sgoddess
Mephitis exhaled her pestilentisl
odors; mow the Quesn Of He&ven
‘breathes forth her he;lth-betrlng

4| perfurmies of Pitadive.. -

Th the ¥islon of the past we ﬂee
standing “on the turret of Maecen-
is”, clad “in the gown of a comed!-
an” the tyrannieal and blood-thirsty
Nero, the Emperof of Rome. He
gloats -over “the burning oity,” and
shows his satanic glee by singing
‘*The -Fall of 'l'réy".— In the reality
of today we ste, enthroned- upon thé
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ty asd splendor, the kind and eubst|
gracious . Lady of Petpetnnl Kolp.
the Empress of the Werld. “She'ls
gﬁi‘y tbers iuti:hln; Wer iar ehtl«
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Bishiops, prolates, and priests; men,

(Cmunm uﬁn m:;_ 1 (lm: by &t :mmo

to say, of & rumaoy
abroad ia aboyt the year 1233 The
rumor was that s former Popef,
granted &  Plan Juduizence at
avery contenary. or s fhe clnlm
one had been grastéd In 1290, The;

Pope investigated amd'foung 1t un:]
irue but the smle ¥ the }**abvoum
uad - come to: Réme, di%:» grim-
ages,~did pena ;mi the: .ﬁ aps snid |
that he vmuldrl\'h;,;mm
gonce. Therssflr: . avery; R

ndred

ot remlulon n tﬁe«wuolﬁa, ;mm j
which way spreads
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 pix Ampm Bar: ‘"
'rm Roehener D@amry Coungll: of

lyears- the—Po: -t Fubitee
yoar and sranted .a megux‘ indul-
#ence to.fhone: mﬂo:mlnpﬂia work#
reqnired.
to Qfty and then to twenty-five
years. Plus XT proclaimed a jubilee!
on the eve of Chrintmm in 1994,

stood before the Holy Door of St.|
Poter's and with a dlver mpllet
oponed it entefing im solemn proces-
sion celebrated vespera heneath the
great dame of 8t Peter. . Now agiin.
in 1933 the nineteen hundredth an-
ufveraary of the death of Christ, ke
proclaims a jubllee year. Thoso who
can muat go to Rome: o gatn the in-.

the required conditions. .

However, and this npniln to- molt
veople, the Indulgence may he
gained in our owp. cfty by vislting
certaln churches, fulfilling the eondl-
tions of Confesslon and cmnmuuiqn
and prayers for Holy Father and pey-
forming some work set by the con-
fessor.

The indulgence may beé sined},
only once for t fndlvidual bnt
many times Yor the &ouls in purga=
tory.

Unfon Meoting fn " the opinton Ql’
your humble servant was a sucoess

Plans for the Convention ware sub-J
mitted to the xroup. Miss Hélen
Guntert was chosen 'gesiersl ehuire
man of the event. May Nth ‘was aef
a8 the date. Cutlouily enoxigh, Nay
14th {s Mothers' day and we are
honoring two Mothers on that day,
our own mother and Mary, Mother
of God and Mather of men. The con-
-|ventlon will opei with Mass at thed,
Tthedral followad by s Communfon
breakfast. The Bodaligte Wwill then
adjonin to the Co nm 1] Clnb for}
convention gesalons. n fend Dans
let A. Lora, 8.1, Natlom _Dirsgtor
of the Sodality o the Uilt€d Siates,
and Miss Dorothy J, Willdiann, Kz~
ccutive Secretary of Patlih LIS TE
tles, are to be the ms
the day. The conventlsi will cloke
with Benedietion pf the ¥owt Bltyved
Sacrament. The Sodalities. of the
city ars pleased and giateful that
our Bishop heartily endorses the
work and will himuelf be prosent lt
some 0f the exerciaes.
4 gow conventlons
ifficuities and figu
the Sodalists are b:ﬁ’ﬂul togethér
to ralse monsy. Yome Sudailiies are
pledging a8 much -u#° ftfhen doligrs
and “nirabile dietu,” 1 believe at
least two have turned Iy the money
to a most grateful Unlm tressurér.}
But sdded to thess individual efforts,
the Unlon with the cooperation and
support of the Sodsiities is golny to
have—you would never guess lt—a
rummage sale on April 10 at Andrew
zad Clinton Strests. While ths So-
dalists are goling to work buxlly col=
lecting donktions of clothes, dishes,
pletures and whatnot,  helping hang
is appreciated and anyons féeling a0
inclined to empty thelr' cuphboards
for the Rummages sais fsy’ cull Miss
Susznne McCarthy, Geneue $358-J.
Now we ghall tatk of :nmething
else. This lttle note catne ian from
Immaculate Conception  Sodality.
“Saturday, M=arch 25, wvas = double
cause for celebration so that the Tm-
maculate Conception Sodslists were
eager fo mirk it in & special way.
The entire Sodalily - redeived Comm
munion - Suurdny at the dxhe v'clock
Masx for thié intention of the Bishob
who has just celebrated his fourth
anniversary. The Annuucistion, one
of Our Lady's greatest feast days
was in itself sufficient remson for
added prayers on that day.” Im-
macdliste Sodallits have-a splondid
tdes. which they sre working out. ‘Tt
consists of deploting I silhousite
tableau, incidents in the life of the
Blessed Virgih with an cxp!nmon
or reading of poem or Gospel or
singing Df‘l hymn.

mesm Sacrament _ Sodslity ob—
served Voeation Week it thelr meet—
itz with Father Casey &5 -gust
speaker. The fun . of- the —evenisg
took the form of & treasure hunt
followed by dancing snd cards shd:
quoit playing. A wondertul tlne;.
was Teported. Blessed Sacrament
kinx something big happenisg Aprild
17 but it l- utlll s deip. and durk
secret. . ,

n financia)
geling orké,
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We vm!eomo st this time  Bimfra
Sodulity fato ‘our midst, Miss Caro<

preteet.

CBE Mary'l Sod;nty, e
rofmd, is progressing npidly.
porary officers have been Instilted,} .
% Gtthoﬂc Literature playlet i on
foot- and & model meeting ¥ to bo
given Monday evening. ‘
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Thii tithé wis shortened] N

Dressed in hia pontifial robes hej

dulgence and thete pay three visital;
to the four great bastliom and fulpld de

F-Jwertern Hemhpheu."

and a great desl was accomplished. ‘Mass, reports on which “ware.m
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“It ix not &l
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nnmlmd rectrd.

Ilvcolontsation hoth 4 r.-; A
fon' nnd inswestera’
United sum. It i

the @!lo Wutnrn Hu;uhphnre '
“There xive Pag Amerleq
speial Catholic significance.” J

Ouhqllea of thrllnlud' Buuf g1 {
the millions .of .Cathollcs i!i ‘the
‘publies ta the south. L ¢}
tisnixe the new sultivajlon ol :

Btudy

dur :ho eficlent direction” gt Wi
man of study elubs-gor the- Kocheds

The progress ot Btudy Clphs ux, '

Bmily M. O'Donpell: diccesan éNklesf ¢

tor Diocosan Counell of .the Ni CiQj
W, was wall -demonstratpd by the
reports rendered at tha mealingrs

Thres jroups are uhdr,lna tha

by Mrs, Georgs Welssnsl tor

Knights of 8t. John: Mrs. ! l@hnﬁ
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the Cathalle Women's Qlyb and Na
[ avith Comp Were ;m}v Y :um.
Pary J. Burke and ‘Mlis* Eiekior

Roche.  The -Cathiolfe: bangmbi‘g

studying  Church - * Hintoty."
mx:-wmxoby rnhndqu m«m

was = groat nuoeonrw ltiu :m!gn‘
Muldoon gave the Itlle apeach o1}
weleoms and Mr. Weimar responded).

Esthering. ey
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We told you of the Marei
mittee formed at Holy Rosar ‘ne|
enthizsiastionlly inté the work, -

of the patish, the hospitals and’ia:

e
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{n the asnie of.the. tathsrs presdmti] -
Father Cefell alvo addressed Lhe

older girls of the Sodulity have ‘l"::f’ il
|37 S
ohiet work fs the visiting of the sick|.

N

stitutions. The comim

ducted at Holy Rosary this
weekk and the Sodalhts pledxod
thamselves as a Guard of Honor

tims of services.

tion day at Holy Roagry followad .
slesttons in May snd mwmm l
June.
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‘{ment who are xlio” ﬂiyxround A

tims -
ment of the childres ct me omhuﬂt
age.

8t. Bridget Hodalixts are. vmrk (4
for the conv¥entlon. _A _card_pev
was' held at the homé of Miss Ritw
M. Matamphy and another is sehecl

tess.
'process of afiliation wuh tfxeft!rﬁn
Prim=ris. .
[ Y
St. Andrew’s Sodl.ﬂty hw 12 ﬂgl»
Tars to offer to the growing.conye:
Hon fund from s, tecent ssrd p Ar},;
They aré now enpiged.in pfamj of

dren are pmﬂdlug ‘the implmenﬂl.

oial WIY.‘ &rs were i
[ Sodatints 7’1 y.r {
dlscunsed - t

et Briek,” & .

cimed, the relfgioun . woemtion: .
er)" gikxs, - {he” ;.

En, nursing;
i Harels, the
mothernood. .

fttw-q,". ) 12
program at St. Anne’s home which|’
was greatly appracisted, . ., ., .}
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exch dsy from four e'dlock tu thd :

Election time 1s neai.at hand do].
some Sodalitles. April. 4 is nomln- -

sritetors &Fé Ziving seme- of “thetr]
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