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Devotions

Perpetual Help Wafers

® .

By REV. CLARENCE SEIDEL, C. 88, R. C e
This 18 the sixth of a serles of articles by Father
Seidel, Redemptorist. misslonary,-on the -miraculous Picture of Our -
These articles, appearing exclusively in’
Rochester in the CATHOLIC COURIER, offcéal newspaper of the dio-
cese, are being printed in connection with the special novenas and
tridua being conducted in vartous parts of the dlocese and particularly
at St. Joseph’s Church, Franklin Street, Rochester, where there are

Editor's Note:

Lady of Perpetual Help.

now five services every Wedneaday

p. m,3 p. m, 5§:30 p. m., and 8 p, M.
By Perpetual Help wafers we mean those tiny tissue-paper
pictures of Perpetual Help which are given to the sick to be

swallowed in time of sickness.

pression of their interior devotion, to obtain from the Mother of
God, whom they invoke in trustful prayer, cessation of pain, if
not a perfect cure of their malady. ’

Composed as man of body and soul,
matter and spirit, he ia not content
with acts of a purely spiritual na-
ture in the exercise of his religion;
he must manifest these internal
spiritual acts, as the swallowing of
Perpetual Help wafers, and the kiss-
ing of pictures, are both natural and
rational.

True or False?

Some there are, however, who,
Puritan-like, vigorously object to
this  swallowing of little pictures,
clalming that such ‘‘devotlons drag
the poor people into puerile, absurd,
superstitious practices, unworthy of
Christian and civilized countries”
So speaks a recent writer, but are
his words true or false? Let us hear
him again. “In one parish | found
among other devotions practised, gne
to the Madonna del Buon Comsiglio-
Madonna of Good Counsel. *A very
good thing tn itself-—but how was It
brought forward and put into prac-
tice? A sheet of paper was given to
each of the devout, on which were
printed a hundred Madonnas, and
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But being Catholies they under-

after the 8 o'clock Mass, at 12:15

They hope, by this exterior ex-

torn off and—swallowed! and this
was to be done for a hundred days
in succession! Could anything more
ridtculous, contemptible, mad, be
invented? Does not the superstition
which was condemned by the Coun-
el of Trent clearly show Itself
here. of those who recognize In
images some hidden virtue or power-
precisely as the savages in their
fetishes, and the Indians in thelr
amurleta?"”

This s a good example of the type
of objections, often offered to those
who practice this pious and harmless
devotion; and to enable such lovers
of our Lady to give a reason for the
faith that {a in them, we will exam-
ine his statements and answer his
questions, so seemingly unanswer-
able.

He asks, {f this is not “the auper-
stition . . . condemned by the Council
of Trent . . . of those who recognize
In images some hidden virtue or
power—precisely as the savages be-
Heve in thelr fetishes, and the In-
dians in their amulets’”. Respectful-
ty though emphatically we reply that
it s not the superstition condemned
by the Council of Trent. It would
be that superstitition, did those, who
swallow these tiny tissue-paper pic-
tures, belleve that in them lies
»some hidden virtue or power.,” as
the Council presupposes; bdbut they
do not They do not belleve, to use
the words of lhat celebrated Coun-
eil (Denzinger. No 986), “that any
divinity or power is in them for the
sake of which they are to be wor-
shipped. or that anything is to be
asked of them. or that any trust is
to be put in images (Ps. 134-15)"";
but they do belleve that “the honor
shown to them is referred to the
prototypes which they represent, so
that by kissing. uncovering to, and
kneeling beforo images, we adore
Christ and honor the Salnts whose
likeness they bear.” Nor do they be-
lleve that the mere taking of these
pictures will produce the effect de-
sired, necessarily; nor do they be-
lteve it will do so infallibly. For that
would be superstition: that would
fndeed be to act lke savages who
belleved in their fetishes, and In-
dians who believed in their amulets.

(Continued on Page Seven)
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Study Club groups and women’s
organizations wiil benefit by ac-
quaintance with the ways in which
they make use of the CATHOLIC
PERIODICAL. INDEX. This 18 an
annual reference book of over 300
pages, similar to the ‘**Readers’
Guide.” It mualyzes and indexes the
yearly contennts of fifty Tepresenta-
tive Catholie periodicals. * Two wol-
-{unrés hiave Been published; a third is)
Tih preparation.

By means of this index, Catholic
magazines may sxxily be consulted
on apy subject, thus becoming per-
manently useful In reference -
braries. Names of authors and sub-
jects are arranged i{n one alphabet-
ical series, heading lists of articles,
stories, poems, ete., each represented
by its exaot title, with the maga-
sine's name, volume and page num-
bers .and date.

Under the heading National Coun-

year's magagine articles on the N. C.
C. W. in general. Reported activi-
ties of dlocesan or state counocils are
indexed under names of diocecses or
states. When an articlo has described

The Fingerprint
On OQur Brain

(Continued from Page Two)

ing Heavenly Father: so beautifully
I eannot resist quoting these lines
from the “Rosoc-Garden,”

. "t remember,’ says Saadi, ‘be-
ing pious in my childhood, rising
i the night, rddicted to devotion
and abstinence. One night | was
sitting with my father, remaining
awake and holding the beloved
Koran in my lap, whilst the poo-
ple around us wero asleep. I maid,
sclf-righteously, ‘Not one of thoae
peaple lifta up his head, or makes
a genuflection. They are as fast
asleep as It they were dead.’

* *My father replied, ‘Darling of
thy father! Would that thou also
wort asleep, rtather than disparag-
ing people.”

“Then that parable from the
Morals of Derrvishes, Story 78;
which says that a young man of
noble nature and inteiligence, but
fallen in with evil companions,
found himself after a night of
rovelry lying In sick exhaustion,
along the road. A religious de-
votee, passing by on his way to
the temple, drew away [n contempt
from the disgraced youth, who
lopked after him and said sadly:
‘Though [ lie here in the gutter so
ignobly, yet try to pass me nobly
by’ There ts a page so like Our
Lord’s own lofty thoughts, as to
have warmed Hls Heart.

‘] saw a holy man of the sea-
shore,” says Saadl. ‘He had been
wounded by a tiger. He suffered
much; no medicine could relieve
his pain; but he constantly thank-
ed God the Most High, ‘Pralse be
to Allah,’ he said, ‘that I have
only fallen into the teeth of a
tiger. and not into sin.'™

“0 heart of man, naturally super-
natural”

“0 Cor humana, naturaliter super-
aturalis.”

S0, too, modern free-thought, in
fts saner moments, is forced to see
the moral principle in human iife: it
Christ says in s0 many words, that
he who seeks hia life shall loss it,
the pistol in the hands of Hedda
Cabler annotates his statement and
the writhing of Emma Bovary as the
poison takes hold underscores it.

Nowadays, T imagine in & case of
disputed ownership, the discovery of
a fingerprint on the article in ques-

owner, the prervious possessor: man
{s in this worid very much of a lost
article, but he has upon him a Finger
print, not superficially, not acciden-
tally, but upon his very brain, —
deeper. than that,—in the very core
of his spirituxl faculties—mind and
heart and will,—liés man‘s fnstinc-
tive moral sense of right and wrong,
of justice and equity and retribu-
tion. 1t Mes there, like the Finger:
print of God set as a. sedl upon His
work—=it—does 67
1ike & aymbol, it Ix like the print of
2 finger so deep snd real ax to have
‘become the very fibre of man’s moral
nature. |

Be sure, my fellow-creatures of
God, that when mankind-—Christian
—Pagan -- Heatheh '— Antgiént —
Modern—mankind—gpeaks the lan-
guage of morality, that you-hear the
accents of a child of God and not the

-
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hollow walling of & moving pillar of
'dust blown by the wind of vhunce
down the ways of chaos.

Houlehold Hmts

All _Jut l;xgqnlr;sl- to mzke green

dremsing 1s the addition of = little enemiss of God and Revelation.. !or._.

vegetable coloring such as juice of
apinach, or vegetable coloring that is.
:old &{ wvery ressonable yprices,
.
Irish Celery is simply celery that
has been quartered, instesd of being

eold or ice water for several hours
or ovér night to ciirl.

" Carefully made toast, aweibsch}
and stsle bread may be given to
young children.. On aedount of the
dimeulty ih digesiion tresh breads,
they are axttiided - !rom ehﬂdren'ﬁ

interests of any erganiration, it is in-
tion's name but also under such

Teachers  Associstions;  Religloua
Service; Soclology. Rural;

from a Catholic point of view. ~ Iis

selected from only the A section:
Abbeys;  Actors  and  Aotressial
Adolpscence; Advent; Africa-—Native
rages; Agricultaral Colonixation: Al-
tats; America—Digcovory and Ex-
ploration;  Améerican Edusation
Week; Angelus;
Anfakehak Mounisine; Astecs. Many|
tmportant subjécts are subdivided|
according to countries. e. g., Catho-
lic Action—Italy; Unemployment —
United States, etc. A similar ar-
rangement enables one to gtudy year-
1y the sctivities and condition of the
Church {n all parts of the worid, by
the long series of toples beginuing
Catholic Church in Abyssinix, xnd
ending Catholto Chureh in Zarszibar.
Catholics who' ave active In plac-
fng Catholle periodldals in libraries,
should arrange also for subicription
to this index. Librarlaus are much
more likely to subseribe to any maga-
zine and have it bound. if it ix in.
cluded {n such an index and there.
tore permancutly valuable. It Is
hoped that the Catholle Perlodiea)
Index will soon be recognized as in-
dispensable in public as well ax
Catholle tbrarles and will thus in-
troduce Catholle periodicals to new
and {ncreased usefulhess.
The Catholle Periodical Index in
compiled and edited by the Catholie
Library Assoclationi many Catholie
librarians and others contribute vol-
unteer labor =nd support. The
bound volumes are published and
sold, on & service basls, by the H.
W.- Wilson Company, 850 Univeraity
Avenue, New York, N. Y.

American Union in 1930 praposed
the designation of a day which would
bo observed as Pan American Day in
all the republics of America. Because
of the fact that on_April 14th the
resolution croating the Pan Amerl-
can Union was = obled it was de-
cided to choose that'date for com-
momorstion. In actordance with
this recommendation, Presiderit
Hoover proclaimed April 14th as Pan
American Day. During the past two
years tho day has baan quile general-
1y observed throughout e United
States. There I8 s jlrong bond ex-
fsting between Cathofles of the
U'nited States and the peoples of
South America because of their com-
mon falth. It would seem fitting
therefore that Catholics observe the
occaston. A
Mrs. Emily O'Donnell, Diocessn
Chairman of Study Clubs, s prepar-
ing for & Pan Amer{can Day pro-
gram for the regular monthly mesat-
ing of the Fochester Deanery Coun-
ell of the N. C. C. W, to be held on
Friday evening, March 24¢th, at eight
o'clock, In the Library of the Colum-
bus Clvie Center, 50 Chestnut
Street. This meeting is open to all
Catholic women,

Frankly Admits
Soviet Opposed
To All Religion

(Continued from Page One)

opinion religion Is & superstition
and means bondage for the peaple.
The leaders now in power want to
root it out for “the good of the com-
mon people.” Christian festivals sre
tabooed and the only places in which
children still learn of Christmas and
Easter, are some of theé older school-
books, In fact, the yopth of Rusxsia
today is frankly irreligious. The ter-
ritlé" téaching and fierce persecution
of the revolutionaries has had its na-
tural effect.

The second reasaon lay In the close
connection of the Russian estab-
lished, (Greek Orthodox) Church of
pre-war days, with Caarism, The
€xar was the head of the Rumsian
Chureh and the chief sn_l:,mgr_uner
Wit often a General of the army.
‘Moreover, theopinion, sald Mr. Fish-
er; that the Russian peasant was 2
ldeeply spiritusal man i{s a myth. He

Atatement will be flatly contradicted
by those who know the Russizn
Moujik or pessant more intimateiy’
than Fisher does. We are not-con-
cerned here with the validity of the
second “Reason,” except to #ay that
the peculiar relation bLetween the
Ciar and the Church of Russia has
been fraught with évil. History]
show- this &il too platnly.

millions of Russixn people sré foreed
fn that gnhappy couniry to have
thele=thiiking done for {hém by thef

in spite of Fisher’s snthusixatic acs|
count of the *économic Pproxress”.
of the workeis and peasants; the.ia-
tfon ir unhappy. A eareful lisfener
fo the speéch could easily deteét the
note of uncertainty that clungto the

at langth the particular activities or
dexed not only under the organiza-
headings as Girla" Cluba, Parents and

Education—Vacation Schoals; Soeial{io "desd ¥
Smdyi

great variety ot subjects may he ex~{
emplified by the Jollnw!nsmhndlns‘

villn, Margaret; twenty.gom‘ ippﬂ X }.
""ﬁﬁxﬁt& nely it:

was rather a2 pagan, though this{y,

But 1t 18 depressive to realize that]

dality just for the askigg.

that it racemi, he

t abe will beds
an uotﬁe mayber,” .

" fithy f
There. faust pl!h“ o) generoudiy
and wililagness, dulri Tor peuoﬁ

sanctifiontion aad “pap

With this In m}ggglﬂn
paTiaties are. hmn{ thelt probation
meotings now for the xmrneums;oz
and acqualataiice with: AMe applioknts, }1
Sacred Heart Soiality. ha!d ita mest~
ing w:dnndw nlxht. 8t Androw'sjt
Sodility started t?

8t And:cw‘t‘
mesting March 10. " Plans were made

toward the Sodality Convenilon ex:
penses. The Committes in-charge of
this project Includes: MNius . Clnlve
Schifferll, chairmun, and the Mluu
Laoretta Nasca, Marguorlta e,

The Committes declded upon & pard |
party for tha menibers of the No-|
dality and- a rollerakating party to
raise the desired contribution.
8t. Andrew’s Bodalily has also
adopted the devétlon of the mving
Rosary during Leit,

-—-p-inh- *

by the Immaculaté Litataturs Oon~
mittes.

Miszs Hslon Laybourn.  Thus wa will
begin &t least a nodding agquain«

our time.
serip’” say thess enthusinats on tgxi
up-to-date pracileal pamphlets o

Tho Governing Board of the Pan|Father Lord. T¢ provide hﬁlbﬂﬂl
snd other Institationa, with zg::i- -

while Catholie reading is anothér
worthy ambition of this group. A

month a Catholls press montk.. .
Talk =zhout generosity and. o
operation. Dlessed Sacrament.

is engaged in ways 2nd means of
ralsing thelr ¢ontribution to the 8o

on the idea of having individul card
parties. The first one ix (0 be xiven

dent of the Sodslity. It is to ba giv-

en on March 18, The next oae-is:to} '

be held at the home of Miss Mnﬂdn
Luckett on March 25. .

The BSodality meeting of - the
Dlessed Sacrament Sodality is sched-
uled for March 21, What Ho! my
bravast
hunt, at the meeting.
search for the burled tressure,

1 told you Miss Margaret Brennan
a surprise “ up her slesve.” Well,
she promises to give me ons,
1 ask you Is it right to srouse my
curlosity in that way?

ittt

cese, is to speak at the DBleased

D

might wall take Florencs Nighiln-
gale am & patron ulnt. :

Nazareth Academy
choes

(Sodality Lenten Practlep)
A smile is such a little thing;

Yet what joy it will ever bring

When oné's loniely, wlian one’s sad

When one’s failing dey by day-i.
Its friendly message—fAils-the-alr;-
A smile finds welcome verywhere..
——u;rjorle Bcheﬂnger.

gi‘ohnuon wmi !
; kB!

to ralse a ten-dotlar contsl ' ' ) -told
roution]ux that one. mmr—am..g.,:&w

tralning Achoal 1

nide up of three- gn

wore dojng’ mm Qmm qns th gm

i\lorc po\ur Qy y

Grace Schifterll, Martha Mmﬁoi‘i&"

At the Marah meating al |
short review of the lfe: of Owen}.
Franels Dudley and his book thel ]}
“Pagaant of Life" will be given byl | |

aplendfd idex this—to miks syery| |

by Miss Florence Dampaey, the preai~}

There Is to bhe & treasurs}
Come and}

of 88. Pater and Paul Sodality haa}

1 mesletted o tell you—VFathsrd
Casey, the Vice-Ghaneslior of the dlo-]

Holy Romary Sodality has tormed ]
s new committes, the Merecy Com-}
mittee for hospilal wisiting. They{

When one’s happy, when one's glad,|
When one's gloony, when dné's gsy, |

or_gm"@.

\,vp

The chteh-word.~ ot ine mmu . gt. .’mpmg's Sod
geems to be “probation.” You know]wanderful r.hhix \
that no ope ix recsived into. the So-ld yln » Fat)
The ap-Hers d (1T AT

piteant must ‘prove that he or shelday Is Fathews inr for L

really wants to hecomea Sodalist and: and. ey are. e

o dolny gram
iort tme, UV

e

12 8

AT

. 1

An ‘you plmaiumb “atiand’ ‘(hi"wi-
mlty onvention. dw. May¥
wo;l:inhg up your enthurlasm,
wont be. & nuamh

thln. §“ l“{’

Yy

tancs with the Oatholle authors -oti-| |-
“Spand some of that, |

dality convention. They have hit itp-f |’

Now

Sacrament Meesting, R S

. .
To quote from thé wews sent Inf | |
from Immaculate Comeaption Hodelef.d
{ty-*“The plak of the Holy Father to}

help spread Catholle Litarature -and}-
thus provoka Catholte aetion In. he-|
ing enthusiastically earried forwayd}

1 know uut. therl are mrle;
So winsome and so dxht- .
Who spend the dayttme ;leep!ng

grapt; ' G
I didin’t see = !lnxie ones "
They miist hxve OVersIept, -~

NIGHY SFAR |
Bright atar, night ster, PR
A tale of snow; akd midnight mu;

And. _ponies, snd-hromchos,. ¢
Of palm trées under soutliern mmﬁx :

T =
And mr uguiul telling of d“eed
~ well dons, - . B
Bright star, aight star, :
Tell of your travels neir and fir.

: »u-!qth Wﬂﬂl;

[

Iy avoided any felerence to the lot of
wome and
eouﬁltlons and family life uuder ‘the
time to do 0. He did not sy that

hisppler.

diat,

[ S ,j.,,,,-. e ,....J

the people wers Dbetter or, reallyiiow!
All he eould -dnnee torfout Tt ows downfall
the - Soviet- exipe * was ‘imvrovmt‘ cmuthu nutlons: o 1
Loconomle condlt!onxL a2

‘rhete, ot conm&;:hmﬂd bc hur}

children, to housing|ly’ welcomed, and’ with oiher- -penplef
of the world, m Rum;ut weiE en-f -
new regime, though he Ba¥ wmpiejtitied to them. . B ut what of the b

ter awakeniig whith. Ju srice b4 |

) 3&!%17; .

,:pmm to »nr fé ‘

—-Jatn }'fsehem. w‘

160, «4 - -

edfnni(e Int nigm -

Tell me & txfe, pleane dot . . 1*

Aml colomi boy inglng melod]- -

An atlisfutte pepple will Wm'k , PN
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