"radle Song” Sponsored by C D A
Given Delightful Interpretation

. By CAROLYN RUTH DORAN

Elmira-—-Comedy within conven-
tual life is In the natOre of the in-
credible to the greater portion of
people who have formed misconcep-
tions of nuns from their apparent
austerity on formal occaslons. There-
fore. a drama ltke ‘The Cradle Song.’
although absurd in some of its de-
tails and exaggerated. of course, for
the purpose of the theatrical design,
is a refreching revelation of the
truth that religlous women living in
community life under strict rule, are
after all. quite human. delightful ang
most of them altogether charming.

The cholce of this excellent pro-
duetion, wherein the Davenports, as
they are familiarly known, play the
prineipal roles with expected skill
and noteworthy professional appeal,
was an excellent one; and Elmirans
who attended the presentation of-
fered last night i{n the Southside
High School under the auspices of
Court 8t Rita, Catholic Daughters
of America. wero rewarded with me-
morable  histrionic grace and ea-
quisite dellcacy {n dramatic fare.

“The Cradle Song" is a comedy in
two acts by Gregorio and Marla
Martinez Slerra.

Simple Story

The story s simple enough. It
presents repeatedly the religlous
group of nuns, members of the Or-
der of St Dominic. in community
life in most of Its phases, omlitting
necegsarily, except by suggestion, the

a v, however,
namely, that of hours of prayer In
Chapel. Omitted also Is what might
prove an enlightening dissertation
somewhere to the uninformed on
what the vows of religious life mean,
how they are applied, and their ulu-
mate as well as thelr immediate pur-
pose. The reverent treatment of the
theme and of the character groups,
both by playwright and Interpreters,
adds to the unique appeal of this
dramatization.

That the Davenports, well known
professionals, with dignified tradi-
tlons of their own, should bring this
lovely drama to this part of the State

i{s n reason for rejoicing; and T comy

give no gr-ater tribute to Fanny
Davenport than to state that her In-
terprotation of the important role of
Sister Joanna of the Cross rivals
that ot Miss LeGalllenne in many of
its details. Her voice, appearance
and sympathy with the part are ad-
mirable; and many an eye was dim
with tears as she elicited all the polg-
nant tenderness from the role as the
dramatic tale progressed.
Story Qutlined

The tale. set ngainst the conven-
ttonal background, pictures a typi-
cal Mother Bupertor, gentle, gracious,
ruling her flock of professed and
young religious the latter known as
novices. A kindly doctor ecalls to
-edre for the sick of the convent and
is received with fitting ceremony.
Speech through the grate or grilled
partition as ls the custom in clois-
ters, precedes his entrance, as well
as that of others who seek entrance.
One mysterious caller, who refuses
to make herselt known, leaves a walf
at the door, begging the nuns to take
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the number, the remainder were ac-

care of it. The bewildered nuns are
helped out of their predicament by
the doector, who proposes that he will
adopt the child, give it an honorable
name, but that the nuns must, as the
unfortunate and apparently unwed
mother desires, rear the child with-
in the convent house. Without ad-
mitting the child to membership, she
is carefully and affectionately
brought to lovely maidenhood, Sister
Joanna of the Cross being the one
principally entrusted with her cire.

Constant play is made upon the
delicate nuances of human affection
elevated by sense of duty and innate
holiness of spirit, so that the audi-
ence is attracted and held almest
every moment the play is in progress
in that rarefled state of mental con-
templation which is akin to prayer.
The tion of the human and the
Divine {8 deftly indicated and sug-
gested by the play's gently flowing
action; and the whole production
breathes indescribable grace. Ordi-
nary theatrical devices are discard-
ed almost altogether; and the play-
wright—and the interpreters—wise-
ly let the story tell f{tself.

Beautifully Told

Not only wisely but beautifully
did the players Saturday night tell
the lovely tale. A large audience
held attentive to the lnst drop of the
curtain testified to that. On the
whole, the cast did exceedingly well

Ambassadors to U. S.

Augusto Rosso (above), new Ital-
fan Ambassador to ths United
States, and Stanisiaus Patek {(be.
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ready enthusiestically followed in
New York City, Rochestor and other
large cities. the Leonten servicea mu-
nounced Sunday at seryices fn 8t.
Patrick’s Church inctuded the notice
that a noon-day Mass will be ofteresd
tn that parish daily af 13:18.

This tnncvation Ix the hour for
one’or -the regulsr itlly offerings of
the Sacrifice of the "Mas kas heen
coucedea g 1 gru imm\venionu to

with & view to givlnx accommudl-s
tion to the hundredy whose business
duties provent themy from following
the recommendation to attend daily
Mass during ant eontalned in the
Lenten pastoral letter sent 1o all
parishes %:\ the Roshextsr Diocese by
the Moat Rev. J, . O'Hern, Blshop

of Rochester.

No sermon s being preached at
this service which iz concluded dally
at 12:40. This announcement of ths
noon-day Mnss will not change the
regular two dally Masses of the
early morning, these belng con-
tinaed each day at the regular hours
of 7 and 8 o'clock.

Stations of the Cross will be sald
regularly on Friday nights Jduring
Lent at 7:30 p. m. for adults; and
at 3:15 in the aftermoon for chil-
dren. The regular Wednesday: nl;ht
services in St. Patrick's Church con-
sista of the recitation of the Romry,
a sermon and Benedlotlon of the
Blessed Sacrament, are having the

in Bimira but following a custom al-iwhoae lastorate Inoludek ~this yekr|:
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Auburn—The Auburn Branch, Na-
tional Coynkil of Cathplle Women,
has been organized in this city, Mrs.
William H. ‘Meagher, today an-
notnced. It has been voted {o hold
togular meetingt of the organiza-
tion the second Tuesday evening ot
each month at the Houth Strest
home of the. Court Auburn. Citholis
Daughteis 6 Aiorieh,” «° o-

Very Rev. Dean John A. Conway,
pastor of Holy Family Chureh, is
the spirituat director of the local
unit and Miss Ida Ferry has besn
élected acoretary,

0y

{nt died at the aasiok el
years, She had bemn, t xgu:m
ftty-five yewrn. . Yal

with the play; and Harry Daven-
- -of the dortor
was a finished portrait. Irene W.
Hurley, Phyllis Rankin, and Helen
Biddle as the Prioress, the Vicaress
and the Mistress of Novices respec-
tively, were an appealing and divert-
ing character group, to which the
light touch of the insouclant Sister
Marcella, played by Kate Davenport,
and her novice companions added a
delightful humor. Margaret Thurs-
ton and Edward Davenport, who
played Teresa and Antomlo, her lov-

er, added to the charm of the Moscow.
whole.

The two settings required for the

production were adequate. Com- ACthltle‘

Tow) pew [Polish Ambassador to
the United States The newly ap-
-pointed ambassadors, both Catho-
lics, rocently eantered upon thelr
duties at Washington. Ambassador
Rosso, though youthful, has had
an enviable diplomatic career, hav-
Ing led his country’s deigation to
the League of Nations' delibera-
tlons at QOonova. Ambassador
Patek, at one time Foreign Min-
ister of Poland, has served as
Pollsh envoy to Japan and at

added intercst this year of = serles
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the presentation
wore as follows:

General chairmen: Miss Elizabeth
Holleran and Miss Ann Fitten; pub-
ticlty, Mrs James & McCarthy; pro-
gram, Mrs. Elizabeth Foeeney;
tickets, M!iss Frances Luecy and Miss
Mary C. Kelly;* ushers, Miss Mary
Frawloy and Miss Margaret Collins.

Capacity Crowd . .
Attends Elmira
Mass Lecture

About 500 Catholic Women
Hear Described Scenes in “The-
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass™
Film

By CAROLYN RUTH DORAN

Elmira.—An andience estimated &
approximately 500 women attended
an lllustrated lecture on the “Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass,” given under
the auspices of the Elmira Deanery
of the Rochester Diacesan Couneil,
National Council of Catholic Women,
in St. Patrick’s School Buildlng Mon-
day night. .

Overflowing the As=seinbly Room,
which accommodated about 300 of

)

commodated in the Scout Rooms,
where an added lecture was given
simultaneously. The Rev. William J.
Brien, pastor of St. Patrick’'s Church,
lectured {n the assembly room; and
the Rev. Leo G. Schwab in the qcout
Room.

The motion pleture film used, was
prepared some,iime ago in Roches-
ter under the direction of tha Most
Rev. John Francis O'Hern, Bishop of
Rochester, and in co-operation with
the Eastman Kodak Company and
the Director .of Catholic Education of
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serfes or what is more appropriately

the Diocese.

So enthusiastic was the reception
of the lecture and ilm Monday night
and becausé of the crowded condi~
tions, which were unforeseen, Fathel"
Brien has consented to repeat the
lecture again at some futurs date
and under more favorable condi~
tions, - .

Lecturo Series

A bﬂer business meeting preceded |
ithe lecture, at which Mrs. James G’
McCarthy presided. Mrs, Frederiek
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By PAUL PINCKNEY

A succesaful parish card party was
held Iaat Friday evening at the
Grand In Water Street under the
ausplices of the three socleties of S§t.
Aloysius parish namely the Rosary
and Secapular Boclety. the Young
Ladies Sodality and the Holy Name
Soclety. A large committes co-op-
erated with the officers of the organ-
izations in this soctal function, the
last unt!l after the Lonlen scason.

A saclal evening was enjoyed last
Monday at the home of Court Au-
burn. Catholie Daughters of Amer-
feca, 44 South Street. A paper ah tho
Eucharistic Congress was read by
Mrs. M. M. Lucid. grand regent of

Court Grimes, Syracuse. Mrs. Mabel
Woods. retirfrig district deputy, was
the guest of honor. The entertaln-
ment. and - refreshments wers -}
charge of Mrs. J. Joseph Byrne.

The Altar Soclety of St. Patrick™
Church, Moratid, of which Mra
Felix Quaranto is leader, has beén
very active during the past few
weeks. At a fecent card party heid
at the residence of Mrs. Quaranto on
Grove Street, bridge and 6500 were
played at seven tables! Mra. Howar
Close won first prite at bridge and
Miss El{zabeth Dugan second honors.
At 500 Mrs. P. J. Murray was first
and Mrs, Nellle Ford, second.

The Noctarnal Adoration Soclety
held its monthly meeting Saturday
evening, Feb. 26, at the Holy Family
Church. At 9:30 o'cléck there was
a reception of new members followed
by the adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament throughout thHe hours of
the night. t

The §t. Alphonsus *“45” Cluyb of
Auburn won the second of a geries of
“45’° games from the combined teams
of 8t. Mary's Church of Skaneateles
and St. Bernsrd's Chutch of Seipio
this week at the St. Alphonsus
Church Hall in Water Street. Daniel
Brennah of Scipio won the first at-
tendance prize and Carl Stelgerwald
of this olty won.the second prize. P,
Fitzgerald, A. Connors and J. Witeh-
ell of Sciplo wege awarded other
prizes. The third Mg of the race will
be played off at & later date.

The Young Ladles’ Sodznty of
Holy Family Church enjoved an fn-

Causer, secretary, presented ¢om- | garmal pre-Lenten . party Tuesday
munications from headquarters Btaventne Feb. 28, in the sthool andi-
the Rochester Digtesan Council; and |yorjyy. Officers and committee

Mk, McCarthy read some of the com-
munications sent by Miss Mary G.
Hawks, the national.president of the,
N. ¢ C. W. Annonncement was
niade of the formation of a lecture

terthed blasses for Catholic women,,
'which will begin Friday night of thig
woek in St. John's Hall on Lake
Streot. This 'meeﬁng will begin as
goon as all can reach the meeting~
place trom the varlous eliurches fol-
1owing the regular Friday night Len-
ten gervices.

All who are already enrolled in}

thie Study Club groups, of which Miss
Catherine Connelly Is chairican, are
urged to attend o thai thére may be
ub overlapping of plans for this part
ol the local progmn of the N. C.

members in charge were the Misses
Helen Conaty, Mary Kalser, Irefie
Kenny, Jennie Mclean, Rita Graney,
Mary Curry, Helen Hassett, Marle
Fitzgerald, Marlon Blumrick,. Anne
McGee, Irene Brunner, Mary CHI

ford, Veronica O'Hira, Mary Hayden,

Betty Hart, Gersldine Lower, Flor-
ence McGes, Matjorie Dwyer, Mar-
garet Brady, Holen and Mary, Bro-
gan, Veronfea Synnott, Margaret
Keéegan, Catherine connery - and
Marle Walkers
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W‘Ilill PUBLISH IN ITALIAN °
Genoa — A Catholic Beafarer’s

Prayer ‘Book, PBased om the well-
ktiown sétinén’s Prayer Book which
Father €. A. Martindate, 8.7, cum
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