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i Our Lady of Perpetual Help

Devotions

The Historic Tablet
Of Perpetual Help

B : @]A
Edltor's Note: This is the third of a series of articles by Father
Seldel, Redemptorist missionsry, on the miraculous Pleture of Qur Lady
of Perpetual Help. These articles, appearing exelusively tn Rochester in
‘the CATHOLIC COURIER, official newspaperf of the diocese, are being
printed in connection with the special novenas and tridur being conducted
in various parts of the dfocese and particularly at St. Joseph's Church.
Franklin Stréet. Rochester, where there are now five services every 'Wed-
needay after the 8 o'clock Mass, at 12:156 p. m., 3 p. m., 5:30 p. m., and
8 p.m.
~ By REV. CLARENCE SEIDEL, C.8S.R,

Until recently, the only source of information we had con-
cerning the early history of the miraculous Picture of Perpetual
Help was a sermon, delivered in 1715, by Conceptius Carocci, S.J.,
Today, however, we are nore fortunate, for, as a result of the

painstaking efforts of Fr. C. Henze, C. SS. R., we have at our dis-
posal an authentic copy of the ancient historic tablet on which
was written the true story of Perpetual Help. Composed as early
as the pontificate of Alexander VI, that is, between the years
1492-15083, it possesses far greater authonty and merits a more
ready assent than does Carocci's sermon. While- Carocci’'s ser-
mon is, for the most part, in harmony with thé story of the tab-

—for such they really are-- will be revealed in the account of the
tablet itself, and more fully explained in a following chapter.
True. we do not possess the]|copy of the tablet tn the Third Vol-
original tablet a plece of parchment {ume of a work by Brutiua. In the
agmyed W & woodew board --us ft [Sixtesnth Votume of the samv &u-
hung for three centuries —1498-thor's work a third copy was discov-
17983—-close to our Picture. where [ered, In 1923, by Father Henze,
all could read the story. in old St.|C. SS. R.
Matthew's Church on the Esquiline] Turriglus prefaces his copy of the
HIl It was most lkely destroyed. jtghlet with these words tthisnceount
together with the church, in 1798, [is to be found): “On a wooden tab-
when Napoleon's legions, like swoop- |let hanging on the railings of the
ing vultures, bore down upon the [high altar in St. Matthew's Church.V
Eternal City., leaving some thirty |And Brutius heads the copy of his
churches in utfer ruin. Third Volume thus: *“Piety and de-
Three Coples Exlst votion were here increased in & won-
Sad. indeed, would be our lot did |derful manner by the miraculous
we not possess authentic coples of |Picture of the Blessed Virgin, which
this most treasured tablet. But such, [ was brought to this plzce on March
luckily. is not the case For, three [27. 1499. A merchant took it by
coples, so far as we know, exist. And [stealth from the island of Crete, and
here we beg Indulgence to relate the Jcarried It to Rome. The account (of
story of thelr discovery In 1903. [this incident) is related on two old
Rev Joseph Kaas, C. 35S R.. went to |tablets, one in Latin, and the other
the Vatican Library to look for mat- |in Italian,” which, as he adda. fn his
ter concerning the Plcture of Per-|8ixteenth Volame;-tare presorved {n
petual Help. Little did he suspect {this (l.e, St. Matthew's) church.
the surprise that awaited him.]Both tell the same story.”” The ac-
Recarcely had he made his first {n- [count was written in both languages,
quiry when, to his utmost joy, Peter | we belleve, so that all, both natives
Wenze!, sometime sub-prefect of tne |and foreigners, might read It
Vatican archtves, presented him with it must have been difficult for
. a copy of the oricinal tablet which | Brutius to make out tho letters of
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he had accidentally found among the
pages of an old codex, compiled by a
certain  Turriglusa.  This discovery
encouraged Futher Kaas to continue
his Investizatlons. He did so. and
he was rewarded for his many hours
of trying toil by finding a seccond
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the tablet. now mare than one hun-
dred and seventy years old, not ealy
because at thim time, that s, 1670,
they were {n & much faded condition,
but also because, in order to get the
entire account on the tablet, they
had been written very closely to-
gother. But this did not deter Bru-
tius, he wgs used to hard labor.—
a fact fully proved by the twenty-
slx volumes of his manuscript
works now in the Vatican Library.
s0 he undertook the task of pre-
senting an accgirate trapscript of the
tablet. Moreower, he was styled by
a contemporary writer, the Benedic-
tine Abbot, Cornelius Magarinus, “a
most learned and pious author.”
Hence, we experience no difficuity in
accepting his copy as trustworthy.
With these {(hree coples before
him, Father Henze set to work to
Jearn the true story of Perpetual
Help. His was the task of comparing
all three to dismcover wherein they
agreed, and wherein they differed.
They differed, he learned, only in
minor details, such as spelling, use
of tenses, case-endings, ete., but they
azreed in all the essential particu-
lars of the story. The completed
and corrected account, written in
Latin, may be found 1n Father
Henze's sclentific work, “Mater de
Perpetuo Succarsy,” published at
Bonn, Germany. in 1926. We here
gubmit an English translation which
we have made very literal to bring
out more clearly the simplicity and
nalvette of the original. The account
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1Roman and said:
times have I warned yon, and even humbly
tried to frighten you with threatd.|God ansi the Virgin, aiid promising
50 that you might remove me fromjs woiive offering,
this piace; but you would not héedjeured,

{ahode.’
| was delivered up to a horrible dls-

{- “Phe Virgin then sppearsd in &)

| daughter, saylng: ‘Go and admonisk
{your mother and grandfather, siying
fto them:

Alhambra Invites
"Friends to Social
Tugsday, Feb. 28

All friends of the Knights of Co-
fumbus and Alhambra are invited to
aitend the card party and dance be-
ing ¢onducted Tuesday evening, Feb-
ruary 28 in Celumbus Civic Center
ballroom for the bhenefit of the
Knights of Columbus state conven-
tion fund.

The party is in charge of Norman

. O'Brien who is belng assisted by
& committee of wives and awost-~
hearts of the members of Musa Car-
avan, Order of the Alhambra. Valul]
able prizes will be awarded for the
card playing and many noveltles will

be introduced during the social
hour.
Grand Knight, Dr. Walter P.

O'Neill has sont out noticea inviting |y
all Knights of Columbuid to attend |G
this Alhambra party. {t will be the
big soclal event of the year for the
Alhambra as the annual dinner
dance has not been scheduled this
year.
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Rochester Qloceum Council of the
National Council of Catholic “Woinen

Office 1020 Columbus Civie Center

So frequently are we asked, “Whlt
{a the N. G. Q. W, 1,
tollowing explanauon will be of in-
terest and mmrmon o all our
relderl*
THE NATIONAL OOU&\’CII} or
© CATHOLS WOMRN‘ R
What It Is: - . v
The Natiouab Conjoll of ‘thhoue
Women is. an Titegial part, Qt “the Na-
tional Catholie- Weltare ~Gonforences,
—an" organization composed- of the.
Archibishops ANG  Blshops "of’ the
United States. ‘The Nuclopal Coun-
eil of Catholic Women #nd ‘thy Na-
tional Om\ncll o! Qatholle- qu ¢on-

garmi g gg the
notthepmgnmotmmmc
When Organised:

At the call o! the Most Raverend
Joteph Schrembs, Chatrman of the

is as follows:
Calms The Storm .

“How the Picture of the Virgin
Mary was brought to this church of
St. Matthew, the Apostle.

A cortailn merchant who was s,
native .of Crete stolé this Picture of
the Virgin, which had wrought many
miracles in a church of that tsland.
With the Picture concealed among
his wares, he boarded a ship and set
out to sea. But soon a great storm
arose, and all the sailors began to
despair of their safety. Though they

Department of Lay Organisations of
the National Catholie Weltare Con-
ference, two hundrod women met In;
Washington, D. C., March &, §, 6,
1820,
This group included ropresonta-
tives sent from the various Diocexes
by their Bishops, representatives of
national organixations and .women
prominent in the various fields—of so=]
clal work. At this meeting, organ-
ization of the N. C. C. W. was per-

tors elected. R

we belleve the ’Stmem

Church in the United Statéw, — - |the other departments of the N, G.

feoted and the first Board of Direc-|,

SR
clesiastical province of the United|

tors are elected at each annual Cone

yeation, to serve for.a term. of iNre
YORYE, :

its membership. by bsllot vots,.
Secrotary and & Treasurer, .
All impoxtant metlon of the My tsl
is subjest to nnnlmuuuL_ h&gm
ax represented by the National' Cath.
olit Welfare Conferenca, the Chil
man of the Deparirant
ganisations  being  the " n&,
Prasldent of the Nnuonn! Qoun'
Catholle Women, . REE)
Hoadinarters ait Siam: = kY 3]
The N. C. C. W. Is located,. \vms

W. C., at the N. O.W.O.Klﬁ “
ters, 131% Nasskohysetts - &wmu.
Washington, D. C.
This National Ofes of tho t{‘ e.
O W, in_ ¥ A traland
consisting of an Exesutive
Secratary, an_ Assistant Expoutlve
Sceretary, a Fleld Represdntative,
and four gffice ucreturlel. ‘

How Financed:

e As
Local ....-._..-..-....:10.00
DIOCORRN  wem e 25,00 -
Blate o o o O s "c“.

knew nothing of the Picture on
board. they prayed most fervently to
God and the Virgin to be saved from
the Impending danger. And as §t
was God's will, they rexchret the port
which they sought.

“A year Iater, the merchant came
to Rome, bringing the Picture along
with him. There he was Iald low by
a malignant disease. Immediztely
he summoned to his bedside a Ro-
man friend of his with whom he was

to care for him in his present iil-
ness, promising at the same time to
return the favor, should God see fit
to restore his health. The Roman
received the merchant Into his own
house, and did all in his power to re-
lieve his every want. But the dis-
ease continued to grow more vio-
lent. Seeing that his last day tras
approachiag, the sick man called his
friend and, with tears In his eyes,
besought him to grant him one last
request. The Roman promised that
he would refuse him nothing. Hav-
ing obtalned this assurance the mer-

well acquainted; he asked his friend}

How Orgwnived: - g
The National Councll of Catholle
Women is an &filiition of:
t&) Nattonal ornu!"mons of Cath-
olic womén, .enjoying ecclnlw
tical approval;
{b) Diocessn Counclls, organized
acording to the plan and wish of
the Orginary;
{c) Btate and Local organisations of
Catholle women;
(d) Indlvidual Oatholic women in-
tarested in work for the general
welfare of the Church.
Why Organised:
The N. C. 0. W. provides a mediutm
through which the Catholic women
of the country may speak and act as
& unit when the wellare of the
Church or of the country demands
such expression.
It affords to its component units
increased power by moans of this
united voice; extended Influénce
through representation in -national
conferences; groater effectivencas
through & uniform program endoraed

chant divulged the entire story of
the Picture; how he had stolen it
from a church where it had wrought
many miracles; and that it was to be
found among his effects. ‘Because of
this, I beg of you, he said, ‘when
death which fs near shall have de-
prived me of the power of taking the
Picture where I would—1 bag of you
to put ft in some church where, you
think, there Is a place more appro-
priate for such a Plcture.’

“After the merchamt's death, the
Picture was found among his belong-
{ngs. But ths wife of the dead man's
friend prevailed upon her husband by
her entreaties not to take the Pie-
tare out of the house. Instead she
placed it in her bedroom, and kept it
there for nine months.

“The Blessed Virgin, however,
counselled the Roman In a vision not
to keep the Picture, but to put it in
some more honorable pizce. He neg-
lected to do so. A cartain period of
time having elapsed, the Virgin re-
turned and advised him as befors,
saying, that he should not keep the.
Picture in hig hPuse But this ap-
parition he likewlse disregarded.
Wherefore the Virgin sdmonished
him again, adding that {f he did not
take the Piature to some chureh ho
would die a miscrable death. Where-
upon the Roman hegan to fear. Next
morning he related this whole oe-
currence to his wife, aud begged her
to donate t(he .Pleture to some
church. In reply his wife declared
that she was astonished at hix say-
fng such silly things. ‘Why she
safd, (I' am not an infidel but 2
Christian; and besides, we are not
the only ones who keep a pleture
like this in their house: In fact,’ she
sald, ‘no Christian Is of so evil a life
as not to heye a ploture of the Vir-
gin, or ‘of Christ Crucified, or some
other pistare of this k!nd in his
house.’  With this the Roman suh.
mitted to his wife.

‘Behold, sevem

me. It Is now necessary, therefore,

ease, and died, —

vislon to the Roman's six-year-old|

“Holy Mary of Perpetual
Help ‘ecommands you to take her out
of your houxe, otherwise you shall
all die at once.” ! The girl recounted
the apparition to her mother, =ndju;
her:- mother, hearing it began to
‘tromi ad & simi-
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iaf
-thad beent' the canse of her Husband'sit

déath, she began to weep.
same time she ﬂrmly resolved to re-
move the Ploture from her house.
But & feiglibdr of hers, aeeing her

visiona ,and how he, beeause she haid
dppiosed him; had djsregarded thewm,

'by authority; the economy o! a cen-

tral clearing buremu of informatlion

This Board elegts annually 'tfom}:
President, - three %?mtm eE 13

Tho Nu On Q- w‘ h ‘ﬂlncﬂ ﬂn'
tirely by dues from aMliated om\n- R
totows:

Five of the Natlonal Diveos b, ‘H.

National -...............-100.00

Organs of Pabliclty: ~ :
(To De Gontln\iedi) Do

Counell 6f the N, Q. 0. W,
h}ld on _Priday evening, Februsry

At the Columbus Ciyle Oehtey,
50 Chestnut Strest, when Mrw, “Mar-|

suerite U, May will give = talk on

fo all Catholia yomon. LS

wis written, during the pmiuAeuu
of Alexander VI, who oecupled ths
chalr of Pster from 1498 to 1503,

account should nof be belleved, .
prove that such (s the case, we need

found at the end of our tablat, Spch]
formulae were commonly employed}:

ing pontificats. Lat us cite only ons
example. It {8 from Rudolf Lu\el-
aoi's “Storis deglt Scarl df Romu”

“We wrs looking for » larn,;ﬁ X
tendance at the regular monthly 123
meeting of the Rochsiter Dunbrz‘ 3
to *"

“Parent Education witk ‘the: Qrow.|
ing Famlly.” The mesting s open| .

then we ean see no reason. why thel¢
“Talo

but point to the peeulinr- ’{omulu‘

at that time to-designate the relin-|d

This notary begins his dotumeént)

weeping because she had been the
cause of her husband's death. To
this’ her Réighbor . replied, saying:
‘You are mistaken.
ish to beliowe xuch things.
gin Mary is in heaven and does not
care what we do with tier painted
pictures here below,
were to put it into the AAre, the fire
would burn {t up just like any otheir
pigee of wood. And if you are so
timid, give It to me.
strain she contihuad to- heap fnault-
ing slurs upon the Pleture.
this neighbor returned home that
evening,
miraculously-sent infection,
making & solemn promise to the Ple-
ture, she was cured.

peared a second time to thée above-
mentioned iittle gixl,
her to tell her tisther to place her
Picture between St. Mary Major's
and 8t. John Lateran's in a certain
church dedfcated to St.
the Apostle. The mother did as she
was told, and sent for the Augus-
tinian Friars who wére then in
charge of that church.
ente of the clergy and alf the heople,
they removed the Plcture to St.
thew’s charch, where, on that same
day, this' miratle—the first to hap-
1pen—oceurred: A nisn who was %o
“The Virgin again appeared to thelparalysed in both his right arm and
side that he could scarcely-move, by

that you depart first, so that 1 may|most Blessed Virgin was enshrined
thereafte¥ find a. more suitablelin the above-mentioned ehurch of
At that moment the Roman|gt, Matthew, the Apostle, on the 27th
ot March-1498-4n.-Lhe. portificate of
our most holy Father &nd Lord In
ehrist, of our Lord, Pope Aléxander|
V1, {n the seventh ¥ésr of His pops

tificate,” 13

and here we may un
it merit bellet?. Is it not, perhaps, |
merely some “plous’ legend” gotten

tion _toward
and reafizing that shelcount is solidly founded onm historic

At the|the most &éxasling sclentm:! belfef:’
But this is only 4 stafement. Have]
we any arguments to-prove it? . Cer-{}
tainly; and ‘they are nwwterofis, AL sl
fweeping Inguired after the reason.|low us to present them: S L

|Sbe told her sl about her hushand's{- ‘
concerns the ‘time or. date: ét the. hh-»
16t's composition. If wa tan proved-i
X f sl a3 & Teult died. - 8hs mim;od i we mgpx Wy

thus: “In the yaar 6f sour Lo

and contact with the-other Dopart-
ments of the N. C. W.'C.: » channel
for Internations! relations with the
organized groups of Cithole women
in other countries: a corps of trained
Bocial Workoers who may be engaged
to carry on specific works.
How Directod:

The management OJI. the N. €. C.
W. is in the hands of fifteen Na-
tional Directou, one !rnm. each ec-

Holy Father and Lord Jesus Christ,
Leo X, by Divine Pravidence Papo.
his eleventh year.” How like {n thin]
to the last sentence of cii tablet!
Anothor argument for its compoal-
tlon- during the pontificats of Alox-
ander VI, Is derived from the factjo
that_after his account of the tablet,
‘rurfigius gives saveral: othér *do'eﬁ
ments, all written by the ¥sfde hand,
which beat somo reference 6 thix
Pape’s pofitificate, )
Brutius, upon examing the text of]
the tablet, asserts In his Third Val-
ame (the tablot): "It we.judgs]
from its oldness and leuerinx. ré.
eaflis’ that memory” (v|g., the age of
Alexander VI¥; and {n his Sixteenth
Volume, "The aforesaid tablet shows
by its antiquity that it Is of the
aforesaid time,”

A contemporary of Drutlus, Beénes
dict Mallini, styles the tablet “an ol
plece of parchment.” And Conpeps

therofore that she was hmanung and’

Why, it is tools
The Vie

Why, if you

in & similir

When that his sermon on the Madonna of

Perpetual Help was based “‘upon a
very old, memorial on parchment”
which he found "“in Beslchen,” whe
wrote “in 1602.”

Clearty do thess atatoments show
[that the tablet was composed during]:
ths pontificate of Aléxander VI; and,
such belig the case, we can .eailly.

she was satricken with a
But on

Becond Apparition
“Finally, the Blessed Virgin ap-

commanding
let was contemporaneous with the ex-
position of the Pleture.

It is quite avident to all, too, thint
from the antiquity of the tablet we
can draw & good Intrinsle :rgument
for its truthfulness. “For,” a8 Frif
Henxze says, “imagine the arrival uf
the merchant from Crete i the tiome] ¢
¢ of his' Romzn frlend: fhsgins his
Mat-}death (magine, too, the sudden!
death of the Roman; imaginé the
fequally. sudden intection and
Htant cure of thie nelghb
finally,. the solémn . trapsigifon,

that Byzantine Picture. .t,t'_qm ﬁm

Matthew,

In the pres-

recommending himselt 1o

public church; and the ge
casused by the first miracle

was lhltlntly

“In this manner the Pleture of the details to bave been falyely asseried,
fattehiood have been immed‘l:tefy da-
tected 1" . oot

This inghent is even stren -
ened when wé reesll that in- lﬁ'(
ne of the most. mrned tmt. .apr Rhit.

Truthfulness Shown "“"
Such fs the zccoumt of the tablat;
1y ask, does{

tp to inspire the laltbtul with devo- !

suppowe thix’ fablet ~were .umtrie
would not Cardlinal - Aegfdi
thrown it out of his chure
not he whn loved fruth #o p

arther from the tru Yor this se-

act, and, coneequenstly, worthy ‘of

The first Guestion to.be wstifed

1519, of the pontificate ot our moet

tius Carrocf, 8.J.. declared, in 1775.}

génaral  -Oommiunley’ 8
week.
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