 Christmas Day in Alpine Heights
-—At-Hospice, of St. Bernard Brings
Faithful Near Rejoicing Angels

By M. MASSFANE

"(N. C. W. (. News Service)

An _altitude of 8,115 fert, . Taq the

101t, Switzerland. To the right, be-
yond the grunite cross that marks
the frontier, Italy. At the left,
peaks. At the right, peaks. Every-
where, snow. Solitude. Silsnce.

Moonbeams cast their slivery light
an a little frozen lake. over the tor-
tuous lmmensity of the Alps, covered
with a uniformly white cope, and on
the thick walle of & 'fortress-like con-
vent where, for aix centuries, Augus-
tinlan Monks, from generation to
generation, have played a heroic and
beneficient role in the service of
travelers lost in the mountains, men-
aced by the cold. the precipice and
the avalapche., Here, on the road
that leads from the Canton of Valais
to the valley of Aosta, lles the
Hosplce of the Grand Saint Bernard.

A spot far from men, protected
from them by the rigor of the {te. by
the hostility of the sinow: a ceéle-
brated spot, nevertheless, where once
Jupiter had his temple, and where—
400 years before Christ—Gallic le-
glons on the march took the oath and
—-22 centuries later—the armies of

on set out on their conquest
of Lombardy.

But, between these rare instances,
separated by the life of 50 genera-
tions where the tumult of armlea ve-
souvdded, what an interminable pause
for contemplation, where the solifuds
of the pass s disturbed only by the
passage of isolated travelers—tour-
{sts In the suminer: &mtigglers. emi-

- grants. beggars in the course of the
extremely long vlnterbot these altl-
tudes!

Comfort the Traveler

How redoubtable and treacherous
the pass! How many- unfortunate
ones have been lost there, have
slipped to the bottom of the preci-
plces and have been carried off by
the avalanches!

It is to protect and succor the
voyagers that, there in the moun-
tatos. the 20 Monks of the hospice,
with their marvelously trained dOKl.
keep watch.

At oevery curve of the pass. some
miles from the monastery, beginning

with the entrance into ﬂm mogt. dan-

gerous zone, & refuge is bullt and is
now equippsl~with a telephone.

Is a traveler on the. road? When
he reached the refuge a telephone
call will notity the monsstery, 1If
the stranger is not perfectly familiar
with the place, if he has neéed of the
least aid, & Religious with & dog sets
out on the road to fAind and guide
him. There in the remotenesy of
the mountaina the pedesirfan will
find fire, a hot drink, food, a bed.

The transient, more gften than not,
is some unfortunate. For the 7,000
tourigts that visit the monastery each
yoar, hospltality is sfforded 17,000
indigents.

In the choir stalls, all the monks
have taken their places, except the
Prior and his two assistants who are
at: the altar. The barmonlum is
Theard, Woeompanylng with s frafl
tones the mascullne volces of the
Monks who chant, in Gregorian melo-
dies, the fuifiiiment of the Promise,

" the joy of humanity delivered, pewce

to men of goodwill

It is cold despite the heater; the
{0y air seems to penetrate the wallas,
to creep fn under the doors. Glaspes
are clouded; flogers are nymb. But
bélng here close to one anoéther, -in
the center of nature at ils wutest,
far ahove remote humanity, hearts
pedm warmer,

There are no regrata at such a mo-
ment for the splendor of the cere-
monisa which deploy thelr pomp un-
der the vaultiogs of cathedrals or the
wealthiest parish churches In the
capitals of the world—illuminated
glroughont the night on Christmas

ve,

Hers one has the sensation of hiav-
ing approached more udvantageously
the intimacy of the Crib and when,
Holy Communlon recelved, the three
Masses heard, the fajthful express to
the Master thelr gratitude that He
has granted them this unique night,
they thank Him for having permitted
them tg utter thelr murmured prav.
ers far from the agitations of the
world, Ttoxer to the divine pssce,
nearer the rejoicing of the angels.

fo audience.

Action.

Catholics Should Support -
"Their Press, Says Pope Pius

Vaucan City.—The interest ot cnhoucs muat be aroused so that
they will not only fead their Catholi¢ newspapers but wiil also glve
them the proper financial suppért, His Holiness Pope Pius XI. dedlared,
addressing sn Itaitan Cafholie unlverahy group he has just recelved

The university group includes a special solicitude for the Catholie
Press {n {ts program of activities, and Pope Plus heartily indorsed {td

intentlon to stimulate interest {n and support of Catholic newspapers.
The persons received by HIs Hollness are ail members ~Gr Chtliolic |

Catholic newspapers, Pope Pius XI. told the university group,
have too few subscribers, particularly paying subscribers, Wheneyer
his blessing is requssted for the Catholi¢ Press, the Holy- -Father con-
tinued, his intention is always to give a special blessing to thdse who
1 are paying subacribers to the Catholic P

Pope Pius took occasfon to point oiit the extensive apostolnte thnt
is open to the good press, and invited dll those belonging to Catholle
Action to participate actively in this a‘pos!olate.

T, . .- . - . -

Scientific Missionary Institute .
Inaugurated at Propaganda College

Archbishop Salotti Cites Two-fold Seope of New Mission
Institute Set Up by Propaganda-College To Teéin-. -
Workers for Foreign Fields

(I-"ide: Servlce)

Rome.—The Sclentific Missionary
Institute of the Urban College of -
Propaganda, Rome, has just been in-
augiarated by His Excellency. Arch-
bishop Carlo Salotti, Secretary of
the Sacred Congregation of Propa-
ganda. His Excellency delivered a
disconrse .on “Missionary Sclence and

T Missionsty Action. In instituting
this neéw coursé of Tnildalonary
studies, the Congregation of Propa-
ganda is corresponding with the in-
spiration given in the “Maximum
Hiud" and in the “Rerum Ecclesize™
and stands true to thé noble tradi-
tlon which it bax followed for the
Inst three centuries in giving to the
missions a seleet parsonnel, :

The Scientific Missionary Institute

with a Faculty of Missiology and a
Course of Languages;-proposes for it~

sel? & twofold scope: (1) To give the .

more talented among the students of
the Urban College an opportunity of_
investigating more deéeply, with a’
truly scientific meéthod, into all the
missionary ‘guestions, thus qualifying
themselves—to ‘- ket as teachers

~ Catholic Colleges and Universities:
7%) to make possible for the stu-
‘gents of Réligious Instifutes ~with =
members working in misslon lznds;
the study of scientific, historical, re-
ligious and philologfealproblems von~
nected with the charsctér and cus-
toms of the people among whom they
will work and thus being better fitted
for thelr pisxionury career. Foi -
this also special lessons wil} be glv-
en at the Lateran Mission Museum,
and the Congregation of Propaganda
will place at théif disposl the im-
mense amaint of precious material in
its Archives and in the new Mission-
ary Library.

Students wishing to continue for
degrees, as well as those who do not
so dspire, may be enroiled jn the
missiology course. Thoxe wishing to
study for degrees must have finished
theit theology and pbilosophy. The
_others will be admitted _in_accord-

ance with the jndgment of the ‘Reg-

tor Magnificus who will declde upon
their fitness. The course is of three
years and takes in fundamental
studies, special studies and auxiliary
studies. The first regards the mis-
slonary doctrine contained in Serip-
ture and, Traditlon and contected
with Dogmatic and Mora! Theology:
Mission Law_and Mission History in
general and In particular. The
#pecial studies will be concerned with
rellgious conditions and political and
social questions in mission lands.

The language course offers Chi-
aese, Arabic, Armenian, Syrian, Chal-
dean, and others,

The faculty for this year will be
as follows: (1) Dogmatic Missiology,
Rev. Dr. Cordovani, O. P. (2) Mis-
sions in Holy Scripture;, Msgr. Era-
est Rufinl. (3) Missionary Law,
Msgr. Dinl. (4) History of the Mis-
ajons in the Second and Third Cen-
turies, Rev. Hugh Bertini. (5) Hix-
tory of the China Mission¥ In the
Thirteenth Century, Rév. Fr. Dindin.

zer, 0. M. I. (§) MISSion Stltll’dcs.

-Rev. Hugh Bertlal. ¢
Pedagogy and ~Pastoral, Rev, Fr.
Perbal, O.M.]. »(8-9) Hintory of Re-

ligions ~_and <~ Ethnology- Compared,

Fathers Sehmidt and Sclmllen.
STD. (10) Mission Medicine, Dr

nELiGlOUs cm PRIZE
Paris—The Geographie Soclety of
Pirls has awardedadadaahrdlu -
Paris has awarded to Mother Marie
Bernard Mancel, of the Ursulines,
Prioress at Regima’ Cgeli dn Upper
Siam, the Radius Prize, givén each
year for the sprexd of French lan-
guage and cu!ﬁlre. . .

Happy he whio desires the cdm as-
sion of Gur Lady; happiest, supreme-
ly happy; he who iz compassiis and
geutlene&s becomes mce thé Mothes
of God.

He is poor whose expenses exceed
nls neome.—Bruyere;

Poetry of Christmas
In Popular Legends

By MSGR. mmcq rucer

(N Q. W. C.
nnmo—-‘rhe exquisite sense of -
PootTy whith emanates Trom the myk-
‘tery of the-Nativity of Qur Lord has
not only- glvenr risv to the plous
Christian cuatom of solemuizing the
sxonual recurrence of the memuorable
date with rites and customs aif per-
vaded by a sweet sense of intimgey
but has also awakened the wiusd of
popular poesy which has creatyd
round the évent related by the Gos-
pel & pumber of legends and postie
representations.
This is 80 not only at present but
-1t was true also as far back as the
first centuries of the Church, EarlP

~ Christian writings mention & number

of books forming a complete litera:
ture, which, in cortain cirel biaid
such & vogu#® that apogrypha books
wherse confused, or {ndeed complete-
1y mistaken, for the genunine Goa-
pels. Some of these hooks are in
¥ood pirt dedicated-to natration and
description of the Nativity and In-
fancy of the Saviour. The - critics]
Inventigation of ecclealnstical writers,
including those of the earlieat cen-
torias—~—suffice to mentlon St. Jerome,
the great Doctor of the Seripturea—
and the authority of Bishops, Popea
and Councils were forever atming at
separating the true from thre false In
t u eld, therefore apocryphal bHookd
¥ s of having at times énjoyed
;mat nwor. were soon -relogated 10
the class of spurious documents ot
Christian literature and loat Aoy re-
Higloun anthority, their recallection
surviving only for the litersry and
documentary value they mxy NEV§,

ke any non-religlous work.

The Canon of inspired books be-
longing to the Old and New Teata-
ments, dating back to the fourtl cen-
tury and which was solemnly con-
firined in the Council of Trent, repre-
sents the definite,dopument of s
-work of selection between the writ.
fngs inspired by the Holy Ghosi ahd
thoss of an authority purely noman

aad therefore often erroneous, which
btad been gathering round the former
hooks.
Poetry Flowern .

The appearance 4t such an, enrly.
date of a Jiterature of tmaginings,
ropnd the denrest and most Tmpartint:
facts of Christian fxith and pie}y. an
not always. represent " &' fraudnlént
xttempt to’ dovetve tis puble; as sm
the case whin apocryphal books w.
compilgd with the. intent of aec 1,
Ing heretic ddetrines, Often  thay
wére only expression of the popular
fancy that tried to color with ever -
mgore efficacious images the - events
and truths which Christian consclunes
belloves and professos (n thé aymbpol
of {ts Fafth. In such cases the bhé.
fiever is well able to differentinte be-
tween what he believés on God's ve-
-yealing authority and what he him-
sclt thinks, Imagines and creates; to

News-Bervice) -
the tubioct_. .

King Hero(L 50 runs i
plous’ SIchmn legend; hourd of tha
birth of another King greater *hon
bipelt,c he gave orders that He
should be killed, But whey he saw
tnis King could tot He foupnd -
formied a Ledy Ruards wlio Wit
otdered to kill all the 1ttly o)
who wmight puss. Oaue d'y'
the "Beautttul Motlur" this. fu fhe
uame commonly-uiged-by the Sleinany
* for the Madonna) and )mdly had
she seen the gyarda, han

% .

9

ba- 4
came troubled The lea cnu& 0 -

agafst her in her embarramsment
changed hi lf into roses. The
legend con The Beaufiful
Mother passes ouunly. holdihg % bun«
dle tightly to her hreast. The g

call out “What are you carrylog?™
The Beautiful Mother . apswers,

«3

¥
7

" “Roses,” and opens her gloak. The _

- -gunrds- ook sy Tet Tier pass.  One,

however, seelug the beauty of the
flowers, anatchen one, ‘Phe Beauil-
tul Mother gathors her cloak around
her and passes on. A 1ttfle dirtahe
away, the roses change agsin info
the Little Child, but the Bnutuul
Mother while hqldlnx him to her
breast_joticés thiat he hu a, little
finger ‘missing, - .
- Begs tor Return of Flower .

" Runting back to the guardn. whne
the child tiamgforms &

hito “tosew, diimKyed - imd troum&d
the DBeautiful -Méther My to the
guards imploringly, “For lm;rny:

I

ukp, give back to me that-flowe y::

hiyd taken, beesuse T-mim it
wlthout that one The others v%‘ll
suffice.” The guarda look at ohe

other uncertainly and then one i

Lo the companlop who hEkly hken the
flower “Ol, give her back the flower;
sirice thow, what 'will thoy do with
It** Thua joriyaded, the. guird

ives back the fower t the wtl- -~
? 1 Mother waltlhg ﬂxex‘e »0 .mu. E

ly: she fhinks him and departs,”
halding ever more cloasly agalnst her
breast the fragrant burden. Ahd,-bey
“hold, (hé Fosos again turn int
Lm.le Child." The Madonna [

Him, observes Him, carefully

anything . ~m
saes and rek aes H
()

it andl.-*ﬂo ther
j*ﬁ*“‘)‘“ A

'Kh 1fe and His omnmoune-

works mirkelas one aftdr the ﬁthn‘r.‘*'

the simplleity of the guards nalwith-
standing. thefr hard task of sdininis-
toring- erucity and the anxmy vm;_!

give fulicr expression to the feelings.

that thee in his heart

This is s0 af all times and all
places and does:not helittia-nor alter
the putity of the falth whlle 1t de-

-—vslops—th

stance, when thinking of Jesns dying
on Mount Galgotha, we- profess’ our
faith In the Redemption shd belleve
in the Infinite value of the sulferings
of the Son of God immolated on the
Cross for the saivktion of mankind.
But if we add to thstf thought = recol:
léction of the legend of the Tiidle
robin, 'which, sorry for the sufering
of Jesus in agony, circles: round his
head snd tries in vain {o.teay off the
thorns from the erown. covered with
Blood, only to cause for itself the
wound- which forever-afier -wii -
recalled by tutt of red festhars—
we _urs woll adle o dlstingolsh
Faith'y truth as announced .by theé
Gospels avd taught by fhe Chureh,
from the fruit of our imagination
and this only leads ius'to adorn the
dogmatie triath, on which gur {ntelli-
gence dwells, with & charming fmage
{n which our piety takes delight.
One of the subjects which particu-
larly lends itself to the flowering of
poetry and legend Is that of Our
Lord's Nativity and the evenfs of His
Infancy sirictly related té6 the Na-
tivity itself. This {s only naturai be-
causge indeed the theme of birth and
infant's graces 8 one forever d&ar to
the hyman heart. -If to thls are sdd-
ed the wonderful clrcumstances.
divine as weoll 2s human, cgnnected
with the dirthrot
virginity of His mother, the poverty
in—which God’s omnipotenee . snd
greatnese are hidden, fhe fidl
peace to men and the simple adora-
tion of the shephérds, thg TAKe and
suspicions of Herod who nsmght 0
put o death the annotnced King of
the Jews—we must resliza that it h
not surprising it arotind so wonder.
ful an event, &ll peaples nd ‘places

where Christian truth is known tave

T poetic Tancies and legends, so
tall of exguisite grace st times timt
frr vain would we seek to find the
equal among any other subject or cy-

cle of events, .
Sicilisn. Legeé
enag whic T3 -

fans repeat in preference }&t all gthers

‘copcerning ' an - “episode ennne
with the birth of Jesus—the snure
“"set for him by the  sus-
. picious tyrant, who, in the news re-
cefved from the Wise Meén, saw 2
“threat to his throne. Sislly is vne of
the Tialfan régiong where, moie than
any ofher, all logal tudmont dre
kept, and where thé spirit of faith is
very sttong; these two factors con-
tribute to the handlitg down from
father to son of the besutiful snd
ure narrative. We regret that
anslation must necessarlly dimiin-
{sh the effcacy which we admireé in
the simple form of the dialect, hut
in_compensation for this defect may

{nal-téxt add swestness, - Bhe s lhe
eautiful, Mother and. He th tl.'ltk:

V!rgm ery und gne Ohlld ~Jau| in
e infnite tenderhess pf the myp-
teﬂes of tho Nativity: nnd Childhood
~or the fvine Redéemer. L

Seneca Fallt Couple ;

Seneca Fﬂh.—-—ur. and Me. .umeq
Spoubjin, obiurved- tbeir 40th weddlug
ansiverssry Wednesday it their bomsé:
fir Lake Hoad, Thelr children belped
atuerre thé shulversary. -

My atid Mrs, Bouhan gm married
Dée, 2%, 139211 8i, Patrick's Churely
by the late Rev. James O'Connor; and
weare attended by Police Justice
Alexapder 1. Byrne, brother of Mrs.
Souban, and Mre. Mary Whalen
Doyle, now of Syneme.

Mn Souban has Been -engaged in

dalry farming for many years. They -

have six daoghters, Mrx, Prank Mor-
row of Milwaukee, Wis,; Mrs. Julian
Evins of Miarcus, Towa: Mrs, William

Andrews of New-York: -Miss-Dorothy- -

Souban of Baldwin, L. L; #nd Miss
Katherine Souban of Seneca Falls; .
thrée sons, James: Souban of Arlln;-

ton, N. 7., John snd Franciy J. Séu—
tian of Heneca Fﬂlu. und w guhd-

' EXAMINE MIRACLER

Vatlean City--The Cardinals of the '

. Bacred. Congregation of - Rites -have

convened at the Vatican to examine
miricles proposed in the caune of the

Venerable Joseph . Maris Pighatelli,

S.7., snd It is thought probable fhat .

his beatification wiil take place naxt
year., -

ERT, Y
LY

Avold costly misiakes. [t 1s 5p éx-
penntve érrar to overiook our adveér-
tisemyents before making purchases.

Sign in & drugstore—Try Our
Cough Medic(ne, You carn't get upy‘

ey

i 1 R »—6 -
Hﬁérﬁ‘b}e ki3 ﬂ:e-ﬁm? Ahat- snow;a
um: to be ruled by xome pakslons,

0

"M for me, 1 #1i. too sinall to d0

;rezt thlngn."—st Tei'en of Llsleux

The srinor tbomd be put. on bew

fnre me batue. not a‘upt at the bgt»,

2 i
, ‘-

A stmug max, ln keemng faith
';!tth hlmselg, mua‘t keep taith wub
others, ) A

.

T Tbe brought, no doubt. tlm CAAFTE ¢
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