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PURGATORY

A Splendid Treatise on tqm_tr!no of the Church In Regard to
PUTHATOrY Anid Prayers for the Deal—Yy ifie Xev., Lawrence
B. Casey, Assistant at 8t. Mary’s Church, Rochester, N. Y,

The docirine of Purgntory is so
reagonable that many Protestants of
our day have been obliged to
thange thelr attitude abont 1. Many
of them no longer deny tho existence
‘In the next lifo of a middle statg 1n;
which are Qotalned souls whose ¢on-
ditlon bars thelr fmmediste admis-
slon into heaven. This now attitude
found expression during the late war
when tragedy entered so many
homes. Prayers were offorod up for
the dead soldlers at services held fn
non-catholie churches. Thoe wives
and families of these soldiors in their
distress instinctively turned to God
and- anked Him to help thelr hue-
bands and fathers, ‘These gorvices
-for the dead were so uatural, so
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much to be expected, that wo find
it hard to understand why so many
of our separated brethren continye to
roject the notlon of Purgatory. A
brief consideration of the subject,
‘should suffleo to show that this doe-
trine {s both natlonal and seriptural.
In her doctrine of Purgatory the
Catholie church holds as n matter ¢t
of fajth that there s a stale, where
the souls of the just are cleansed
from all traco of sin before they can
bo andmitted to the presonce of God.

The ehurch also traches that the v-
ing can legsen the sufforlngs of the
douls §n Purgatory by thoir prayers,
good works, and especially by tho
Holy Sacriflco of the Mass.

This doctrine has = firm founda-
tlon in Foly Seripture. In the See-
ol Book of Machabees we hate the
following fast recorded: During the
wars of the wars of the Maochabees
thore were found concealod under
tho garments of some of the [allen
soldiers, gifts 'hat had been offered
to the tdols of Jamnla, which was
contrafy to the law. All prayed to
God that the sin which had beeon
committed might be forgiven. But
Pring Machabeos making & gather

tvital communion  with

Catacombs may be found inscriptions
over the tombs containing prayers
for the dgnd prayers that the de-
parted soils might soon be admitted
into paradise.
Wiseman safd. **There i3 not a single
iiturgy existing whether we consid-
er the moat ancient period of the
church, or the most distant part of
the world, in which this doctrine ig
not Iald down."

Holy Seripture, Reason, the con-
stant practise of the church, there-
fore combine to doemonstrate con-
clusjvely, the existence of a Purga-
tory.

Tho second phase of the doctrine
of Purgatory concerns the means by
which the faithful may help the souls
in Purgktory. This part of the doc-
trino Is based wholly on the infinite
mercy of Almighty God, not on His
Justice. Catholics belleve that by
appealing to tho mercy of God
through the Aass and their prayers.
they can alleviate the sufferings of
the souls in Purgatory. The church
hersoll claims no jurlsdiction over
theaso gouls as ghe does over the liv-
ing. Evorything rests with Almighty
God to lessen thelr deserved suffer-
ing or not as He chooses.

It is a fact moreover, that these
poor souls cannot help themselves.
For them “the ulght has come in
which no man can labor.”* Man can
produce, fruit for tho oternal life,
only in this world not in the next
world. The souls in Purgatory look
to tho living for help, anad rightly so.
The living are bound to these souls
by a very glose bond, the Communion
'of Saints, For the Church teaches
that all fdithtul Coristians have a
those souls
who have presed out ot the world in
tho love of Christ and who jcnk for-

'vmrd to-unity -with Christ aftor their

time of purgntion fs over. The Uv-

drochua | ing con therefore pray for thoe dead,

af the doctrine of Purgatory. In the‘

Morgover, Cardinal!

img acnt twolve thouwend

of sliver to Jorusnlem for sacrifice o confidont that thelr prayers will be
be offored for the sins of the dead.' °f Welp. The toxt 6f the book of
thinking well and religlously con 'Machabess is8 & praof of the efficacy

1the just God will not take these souls.
1to-ablde with’ Him while they are un-

1

‘|defiled, (Apoc. XX1.27).

! that thé eirly Ohristians wore aware

Iolbe having yOur tir work dotie now

corning the resurrection. It is,
therefore a holy and wholeaatne |
thought to pray for tho dead that
they- may be lobsed from sins €2
Mach. XI1. 40-46y Here wo have no*
ouly tho fact that Judns. and the
prlests, and the Jewish people be
lieved in the oxistence of n state of
purgation, but Seripture commends
tho deed as haly and wholsame

found many utterances of Chelst ang
lthn Apnstlas which confirm thiy be
tef.

Our  Savionr sald “He at
agreement with thy adveranry he
twoen, whilst thou art in the wav

with him, lest perhaps the adversarv
dellver thee to the judge. and the
Judge dellver thee to the officer. and
thou be cast inte prison. Amen: ¥
gay to -thee, thou -shalt-not go-out
from thence till {how repay the last
farthering,” (Matt, X 25.261 And
yol how many can be sald to have
mado full and complete satisflactlon
for thelr sins before leaving this Hfe?®
Evidently. then, there must be a state
fer death In which the goul pavs
s debts to the last farthing; and
thig state we call purgatory

The doetrine of Purgatory s es-
sentlally @ rensoneble one Ohserva
tlon teaches us that the great major-
itv of the faithinl whe leave this life
have not attained the fdeal which our
Saviour put before all His followers.
While these men and women may
have died without mortal sln on their
souls, they may still have to satisfy
God's justice for unforgiven venial!
sing, or they may yet hate to under-
g0 punishment due to sins already
forgiven them on earth. For oxample:
Adam's personal sim of dlsobedience
was forgiven, but the témporal pun-
{shment for this sin still romained to
bo paid. He was to eat his bread
in the sweat of his brow until he
should finally return into the dust
from whenhe he came, Moses was
pardoned for his lack of confidence
fa Almighty God, but he was ex-
¢luded from the land of promise on
account of his diffidence. God is
mérciful, but He is alse just. He
cifnot pass ovér the many minor
tiulte these souls have. heen guilty of
day after day. 'These small sing and
defects do not merit hell. However

worthy. St. John said that “there
-Ahal-net -enter-into hreaven snything
Purgatory
must then do the work of oleansing
}hrat which was left undone in this
ifo

The traditions of the church, from
s LB VOTY beginning, boars -
the very beglnning, bears withéss
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 Marks. Furrlérs, are quoting the
lowest prices in thé eity for expert’
répulring and remodeling. All works
{3 puararifesd. Snappy fur jatkets'
‘madé trom old fur coats. They dd-
(hetore cold  wanthor
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In the New Teatamert are tgp he ! ment
lthn living ean never exhaust.

of theso prayers.

Catholle§ ean help the esuffering
souls firad.of .all. by transferring the
sutiafactory vatue of the good works
thev do, for example almagiving or
fasting, t0 the account of tho souls
fn Purgatory. ‘The merit of these
good acts and the patient endurance
of the triala of life can be g power-
ful factor tn lesseninz {heir punish-
There I also a treasury which
The

f-irtul can dfaw upon the merits
i g Jesud Chrlgt and His enints and
Papply thege fn minst cases to the souls
Vo Pareatary Tt fa pot.certain just
rhow mueh of their puntshment |s
taken away by our prayers and good
deods. Qod must Jdocide this. We
do know, however, that our Saviour
agld Ak and it-shall-be -given unto
you.”" (Matt. VII, 71. He is always
ready lo answer Qur prayers, espe-
cially for these souls whom nothing
ean over turn from Him asaln.  The
¢hureh realizes this, because there s
a note of great confldence in her
prayers for the dead.

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass s
the most powerful means we have of
roleasing the poor souls from their
sufferings. The Mass has an infinite
value in the sight of God. No greater
gift ean be given the dead. Every
Mass has & special commemoration
for the.doad in which the priest says.
“Be mindful also, 0 Lord, of thy
servants who have gone before us
with the sign of mm and who
sleepeths sleep of veace.” The Re-
quiem Masgs, however, has a special
efficacy tor the dead, which other
#askes do not Haves, There are spe-
cial prayers by which the Church
calls ypon God to lessen the suffer-
ings of the poor seuls. ‘The whole
rite aims at this, so much so that
the Requiem Mass admits of no col-
lect for the living. OQur Masses for
the dead aré no mere ‘‘memorial
services.,” Wo do not merely remem-
ber people who used te live: we have
no least temptation to think of them
as less alive. They are very much
more alive.. We can still help them
by the Ma¥s to reach the vision of
God and .ot this privilege the Church
would have us make tlie fullest use.
To this end she grants to her priests
different privifeges to be -used in
favor of the souls in Purgatory.
. Among ofliers, the favor of the Priv-
Hteged Altdy. On coftaln da¥ys of the
week, trom cartain altars, & plekiary
!ndulgence i attached to the Mass
which may be appiled to one de-
parted sonl. The Church- favors dlso

Gregortan Nisses, & suttessive serles
of thirty Myg¥es salq for the same
dend porsbn, 4o~ obtsin the deliver-
ance of that woul from Purgatory
through thé benevolent dispenaatlon

{of God's mbrey.

. Beslles MiBkes for the dead, the
Ghiureh advodates fmany frdulgenced
prayers t4 . " the souls in Purga-
tory, Fof éxuriple, the plenaty in:
aulgem fﬂziea ‘by recitihg the
‘prayer bé’l’im the Cricifix dfter re-
. célving HY communion together
with ﬁ"” p’i‘tiers For the inténtion of)
‘the. Holy Pﬂg ¥y cah be niplisd to
the souls in urga ofy., ‘Thé rickly
indulgencéd prayers of the Rosary
g%;"l the- Y;fay of the Oros will also
p them
Thire 1§ ‘afiothiér wiy of heiuing
thé poor ioullh wblch g n{&t .f;ﬁa;}
I kpowi, fhmé fole Ao
c;haru*Ji gnt 1olie mkking this{p
to God in beERIE o the|

Sy

aet, Bilﬁg
; aoum urEatory not on&%hé good

other plous practices, such as thedi,

Archbp. Hanna

Hebrew Group

New York, Nov. 6—The Most Rev.
Edwurd J. Hanna, Archbishop of San
Francisco, has been awarded the
Americhn Hebrew medal for the pro-
motion of better understanding be-
tween Christian and Jew In Amer-
ica, for 1931, It was announted Sun-
day by officials of the organization
spongoring the effort.

Formal notification of the honor.
by n committes- composed of Prot-
estants, Catholles and Jows, was
made Monday at a Juncheon tendered
the archbishop here.

A citation accompanying
award declares it s presonted to
Archbishop Hanng “becausg Lo spon-
sored the RBRerkeley Seminary;, be-
cause he personally addressed audi-

ing betweon Christian,and Jow, and
because his active promotiop of the
movement has been o major influence
in {ts progress.”

Committee Award

Tho committee of award which
gelected him as the reciplent of the
medal this year includes Jane
Addams, I*ather M. J. Ahern, Rob
ert . Bingham, Paul Block. Mrs.
Sidney Cecil Borg, Frederick Brown,
the Rev. Dr. 8. Parkes, Cadmnan,
Judge Benjamin N. Cardoze. Prof.
John Dewey, Father Franels P
Dufty, Prof. John Erskine, Dr Harry
Emerson Fosdlick, Mrs. J. Walter
Frelberg, Edwin 8. Friedly, Albert
AL, Greenfleld, Clark Howell, Otto H
Knhn, Luctus N. Littayer, Dr.
Charles 8. Maclkariand, Bishop Wil-
itam T. Manning, Henry Morgenthau,
Dr. James Harvey Robinson, Charles
M. Schwab, Dr. John Spargoe, [da M.
Tarbell, Ludwig Vogelatein, Miss Lil-
llan D. Wald, James J. Walker,
Felix M. Warburg and Willlam Allen
White.

Archbishop Hanna, native of Roch-
ester and tong time restdent here, I8
greatly beloved in this city. His
many friends here will joln in con~.
sratulations and goed wishea {9 him
on this ncw and well deserved hunor
that his come to him

Has Dust-Proof
Moving Van For

Edward C. Lawrence, Lol and
Long Distance Mover, Builds
Suecessful Patronage on Basis
of Personal Supervision
Ten yearas age Edward C. Lawe-

ence, of 101 Walput Street, faced

the challenge of independent action
and service with a small truck. Of
course, in those days, it was com-
paratively easy to porsonally oversee
every detall of nis wofk, bul foine-
thing else entered into his contract
with his customers, he alleges—the
handling of thelr belonglngs as
theugh they were his own property.

Throughout the years Mr. Law-
rence has kept up this policy ol care-
ful service and his present day equip-
ment of three dependable trucks, in-
cluuing one large padded dust-proot
moving van for o long distance work,
is his clalm of a business properly
started and handled.

Mr. Lawrence points out that 75
per cent of his new customers come
through recontmendaiions of these
whom he has served—convincingly
establishing his reputation for care-
ful attention to these small details.
A warehouse is conducted in connec-
tion with the Walnut Strest office.
Further information or estimates
will be cheerfully supplied to all
readers who care to call Genesee
6813.

works he will perform in hls éwn
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it’s easier
to get well and Stay well than PLUMBTNG
it is to Remain ill. and :
You may have tried every- ]

thing for your I‘IEATING

Asthma

h Nervous Disorders .
S‘g,é‘,ﬁwf,n Stomach Tronbls (11 Barnes Quality Enamelware
Diabetes Varicose Velns See: Qur Display

But until
you see the results derived

litetime, but all the prayets and
meritorious works which may acerue
to him after his death. This act can
be made with a set formula, or sim-
ply by afl act of the will. Some call
the Hetol¢ Act a vow. It is liardly
that; for this act 1y revoeablo at will
wheéreas a vow is not. It is surely
an heroic act when one willligly
takes upon himself the intenss pains:
of Purzatory for the love of one’s:
nelghbor. Catholics who make the:
Herojc Act may hbwever be reason-;
ably sure that the siinted souls who
have benefited by such great charity -
will call upon Almighty God to les-
sen their sufferings. Priegte who
make this Act receive the poisonal
privilege of gainitg & plendfy in-
dulgeice for a soul of thelr cholee
ench time they say Mass. Liymen
may galn a similar’ indulgentd each.
fime they recelve Holy Communion,
fAlao each Modiday they hear Mas for|
the departed; th both cawes the duial
visit to a church and the. praves for

requiréd. :

The church then, realixing the
value and the efficany of thess nisses
aid prayers. for the tead asks: the
tafthtul to be mindtul of the souls
in Puyrgatory {hroughout tha year.
She dock not wisk thiy devoflon tb
the poor souly to bethe impulteos 3
‘moment, nor & paisiiig gestire olaen.
timeént, but rather 3 loyal, dilding
friendahip. - Thiz telondahip Mas its!
rawards even on this earth, -For it
18 a conacling thought for the livifg
-fo know that they can atild ‘brlng tom+
fort and perhaps qu ck releass froin

ain to. the ‘members of thely famfly -

d thelr ttmndu who have; eplrtedt
: rom this wor 1d..
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