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--home, Beryl.

eIVl Dav - Carruthers- said -he'd-bring-along -an<-

‘ danced the night before.”

" “pointments of the hotel, the well-trained help to execute

“thrilling.

man of thirty odd.
.where supposedly nice people would dine, dance, enjoy

(Cfsn‘txhued from Last; Week)
CHAPTER 9 )

Hedda Leavitt who had never been farther from
her quiet home than the city, woke a few mornin. ings later
in a beautiful suite in a famous hotel at Atlantic City.
She erept out of bed quietly, so not to disturb the sleep-
ing Beryl, and slipped over to a window that faced the
ocean. Br eathlessly she stood and looked at the secene.
The. first slanting rays of the morning sun were flinging
a tremulous golden path across the water. The tide was.
coming in, but it had not yet reached the outer edge of
the wide strip of sand. Soon an ever-mirowing band of
glistening sand would intervene as the waves “broke on’
the shore. “The far horfzon was smudgel with the smoke
of some big steamer; hore and there the Sails of fishing
boats gleamed plct.uresque red and white; & motor-boat
was chugging acress the shirnmerifg golden path the

. sunlight had fling across the waters.

Spell-bound, Hedda drank in the picture spread out
before her like a painting. Swiftly sre dressed herself
and hurried out on the board-walk. This she found de-
serted to her astonishment. How could anyone sleep when
the beauntiful sea was at their dours, it's timeless waves
beating a joyous melody on the shore.

For a few minutes Hedda ceuld think of nothing
save the rhithmic crash asthe breakers flung themselves
against the sand, and the whine with whicli they fell
away again, a fresh onslaught to gather,

Eow long she stoed there, Hedda conld never after-
wards tell. At umes she was half-conscious of people
passing along the walk behind her. Suddenly she became
aware of how ravenously hungry she was. When she re-
turned to her roum. in the hotel she found Beryl dressed
and a bit worried over her absence.

. **Oh, here you are,” Beryl cricd. “] was wondering
of you'd lust Juwr way. Cume let's have a dip before
breakfast. The water's fine this moring.”

“I've never beent in anything but our bath tub at
How do 1 knew that I won't. be scared to
death—muy heart might give out.”

“You haven't any heart,” Bery! laughed.
Cramer has it for kegps ™ ¥

“If he was only here,” Hedda said regretfully.

“Neil

other boy for you. Lel's go.

To Hedda's surprise 'she felt no fear of the water and
enjoyed the inrush of the breakers as much as Beryl did.
When the girls returned to the hotel they found break-
fast laid in the sitting room occumed by the giris and
Beryl's mother. Beryl's mother wasn't fat; but she had
one of the fat sounding voices as she pm'xed “The idea
of you girls getting up so erly. lleddy, do you remem-
ber when we lived inn Glenville how Beryl would be up to
your house every morning before breakinst. She's never
slept late since she has grown up ecither unless she

*“Davey’'s cumings down, Mother, 30 we'll probably
d:mCe late every other night we are here.”
To lcdda, the exquasite meals, the lmxurious ap-

the slightest wish of every guest, was apeep into & world
hitherfore unkhown to her.

Davey Carrulher arrived on the scene in time to dine
with the girls and their mother. The friend he brought
was Gregy Sloane whoe was at present restmg, which
was maore than his mother could ever afiord to do. Hard-
working little Mrs. Sloane represented Gregg's income.
She ran a dress shop on the avenue.

Hedda began by liking Gregg's crinkly hair, his tall
lithe profile. She felt flattered at his notice. He actually
told her that she suited his dancing, in fact that he liked
her in many ways.

Very soon, however, she had begun to reslize that
this was merely that Nineteen~Twenty odd brand of-—
“zolng .arvound with a boy-friend like Gregg Sloane wWas
Adventure; to possess a boy-friend like (.'reg_,b Sloane was

But toward the last the exquisite Grege had begun to
disappoint Hedda, Each time she saw him 1€ seemed to
get more on her nerves. Of the marvelous receptions
given for him, of the miflionaires houses where he had
spent recent week~ends, were his sole toplies For conversa-
tion,

“Is it because he's only twenty-two?” Hedda won-
dered.  “Will he ever be different? More like 2 real man?
More like Neil Cramer?”

A table set for four ai the upper end of the long,
amber-tighted room, a tall girl futtering in pale pink, a
small girl in glittery black, squired by a nice-looking
boy of twenty-two and a carefully turned out, soldierly.

~“The Noblons,” wasa smart Atlagtic City rendezvous,

the latest Americnnmusic.‘ and look at frocks‘ and celebri- .
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ties. There w were Worse places in Atlantic City. Mean-
while here—set in & pool of mellow
breathing an atmosphire of perfume, rich - :EQod. and
cigaretie smoke, with her pulses responding to geaily puls-
ing music, Hedds gazed about her.

“Nobody muth wet,! dravied Hedda's boy friend,-
“except our good selves.”

Davey Carruthers was supposed to be’ tmgaged to
Berly although her father refused to sanction3%uitit he
had a real job and money enough to take ‘cire of his
daugrhter. Still, he slways had enough to give qhome little
parties at the ‘Nlblons’ "

o

duets. ‘Gregg telline Hedda how much better- he could
play a saxaphone tha.n the fellow in the band.

“He away,” thought Carruthers, who something to

say to Beryl. .

“My circumsmnces, Beryl dear,” he tal .sotto
voice, “yotr know how far from brillmnt they axre! Even
if T do w ear more or less decent clothes, live &t a more
or less decent addiess,. keep a man, run a d¢ar, Itgall. for
useful introductions; openings; chances of Jobs. So-orie’s
forced to kéep up appearances that are for the cowd,
Glittering. poverty, my dear. & don't suppose: i;heres 3

“man here to-night who is as badly off as | am.”

“Then why bringr us hez:e, stzmding us dmmls and
everything?” ’

Lifting his hend, hé smiled as he looked aiiout the
smart place, “There’s no place too good for you, Wit
until I'm somebody and you’re Mrs. Somebody, biess your
little heprt—"

Belyl s face fol. What an optimist was Da‘veyl
Always imagining himself on the evoof some.coup which
never materialized. She didn’t know hew he made & liv-
ing. 1le had wamed hor they couldn’t mairry -on what
he had. ITiscredit appenred tobe good. He fallowed the
races. He had Steekk Uxchange friends, JusE-niw-he
talked of openings—chances of JObS. Beryl had her
doubts about thoge,

Carrathers thuug,ht—i’om littlo Bewl! Taugh Tuck
on her that she ever met me!”

Then= he excilmed alowd:
Niblons, himself]"

‘The man he indicated towered above the mups as.
._he moved up.the rom. He stopped. He ficed-s-wall-

mirror and stood gizing, In the wall-mirror Hedda re-
furning from dancing first saw him, ' In the nxieror his
eyes ranet hers. Eyes said to eyes—"Who are you?”

Fallowing Gregg's steps, she wondered why she was
so fed up. Why wis Adventure suddenly tame ??’

1 feel as if [ Were suddenly slumping,” she mitsed,
even a8 Gregg complained: “What's wrong with you,
tonight, Hedda? Not duncirig up to form?” .

,:‘Aren £1? lwas thinking the same thmg nbout
“Botter sit down and have a rest; then »oo

Not far from their table he stood, wat::hmk the
dancers; thal notlcecable voung man whom Carruthe.ra
had saJd was Niblons. Some might have provounced him
handsome, ‘yet he wvis not grool looking: in the
Grogg was. He wi§ different,
poised: Just a'big outdoor sotng man with fice anlhair
showing muth the sime golden tan. Suddenly to: Hedda,
everyono clse seemed over-made-up, neurotie, fatigied.

“Who is he, | vonder? O0f course I shan never
know,”” thought Hedlz. “Isn't life irritating—"_

Hereyes videned as fomething’ extraordmm'y ‘seemed
about to happen; wis he?! was that man coming " te thew
table?

Drissppointmont!—Of courie he was not coming to
speak toher party. He turned to the band—conrpliment-
ing them, asked fordspedal tune. Then returning to his
table ke sat down hiside two other men.

“I never saw Niblonis In anyof his place before,” Car-
ruthers commented. In fact | thmk it poor policy for
him with ail the miding going on.” -

“Ah, he'd be tipped off, all right,” Gregg insited.

What happened néxt was not custornary, ‘Twomen
had advanced from opposite _directions. to the table at
which Niblons was seated. Curruthers tnderstood in a
momezst, The plice was to le pinthed. He looked
around for a possible way to get the girls out. Thero was’
1io exit near.

Niblons made no. effort to resist. He walked ont
between two of the oficers. The other two went about the
place ordering the patrens out. Carruthers and Beryl,
Grege and Hedda hurried along: ‘

You take the giils home,” Carruthers ordered #
must see what I can do to help Niblons.”

He stepped into a taxi and drove away.”

“Will our names be in the papers?" ‘Beryl eried.

“No, they took no names,” said Gregg.

“But why did they take theyoung mman?” -

Je has o siring of these places, so they Bay,
Gregg informed. them. “It’s beby rumored for some- .
time that te belongs to a powgrful bootleg gang. Isup-

pose Cartuthers is on the inside toa,”

By this time Gregg and the two hystérical girls
werxe speeding back to their hotel. .

“T°m going to get Mother to go homie, 'wmm'row,"
Beryl cried. ‘T wouldn’t dare put my foot outside here
again, for fear an oficer wouid g-rab me and put me un-
dér atrest.” .

“How do.you get that way?” Gregg askgd, “when
there wasn 't a drop of liquor servied at our ‘table,
mght. All because we Knew nieither of you would dri ﬂﬁ?’? :
- Mrs; Johuson was very glad to return to her home.’
Both grirls seemed to have had euough of the popular
resort.

Bexyl's father liad promised her anéw roa\dster and
awaited her_return to chiosé the model she liked. best.
She anid Hedda were up eatly the next rorning and-ae-
cornpantied him to a beautifud- showzroom filled with dars
that deilght,ed the gitls. A staart, shining, fan and green

- roadster was chosen, as "it. seemed to the girls to be the
outstmdmg car in'the place, :
(UONTINUED ON PLGI C) T
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