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(Contmued ﬁom Last Week)

CHAPTER 5 !

Sara crept, with hot blood racmg in her \a»ems1 up-
stalrs hoping to vedch her room without being catechised,
She and Hedda seldom came in from an outing of any
kind without being waylaid-with questions. To-night in
the afterglow of her pleasant afternoan, she partienlarly
wished to be undisturbed.

But as she pushed epen the door of her room, she
}slm(\ir a limp figure lying acruss her bed and heard a muf-

ed sob.

“Why Lois, child!” she er 1ed rushmg to her sister
and taking her in her arms. “What s the matter? Why
all the tears? -

The sobs grew louder as Lois subnitted to her sis-
ter's embrace, -

“It’s Billy!” she cried tragxcally. “Y just can’t live
without him, I tried to enjoy the ecamp but I was too
miserable. I just had to come home. And, now . . .
now, . . " another burst of tears interrupted her.

“When did you leave for home?”’

“This morning. Billy and 1 have been wandering
aroind town afraid to come out here. Finally he said he
was coming out and face my Father.”

““And did he do-it. Did Dad bawl him out?*

“No, not so bad. Billy told him he loved me and
wanted to marry me sometime when we were old

- enough. We were willing to wait, hé said, if he could see
me without sneaking around meetmg me on the sly.”

“What did Dad say then?” Sara asked eagerly.

*Before he could say anything Grandmother sent
Hedda to call us up to her room. She told Billy I was
nothing but achild and didn’t know my own mind, and
he'd better stay away from me. Oh my, how mad Blny ,
got then. He said he’d never atay sway from me unless 1
told him to.”

) “Good for Billy!” cried Sara.

“Wait till you hear the rest!” said Lois, “Grand-
mother asked him why he didn’t Jnck a girl oi his own
class_and faith.. When he started to_tell_her why, she-
ordered him from the house.”

“Didn’t Hedda say a word?2” )

“She wanted to, but Grandmother is really sick to-
day and Hedds was.afraid tv excile her,” After Billy
left she raved on and on. She said it would be a disgrace
for me to marry a Catholic and have a blacksmith for a
father-in-law. If they don't let up on me I'll | run away, _
and marry Billy éven if T'm not eighteen yet Al

“You won't do anythmg of the sort,” said Sara,
firmly. “If you'll promise on your word of honor that
you'll wait a year before you marry him, I'll arrange so
you ¢an see hun once a week at Ieast.”

“Sara, youre a darling!” cried Lois, flinging her
arms about her, “You must promise, you won't let them
torment me and say horrid things sbout the Millers?”

“I'll make Grandmother forget it. Of course
Heddn's with us anyway, s¢ now step worrying.”

As Sara went out into the hall she found Hedda at
the head of the stairs. ,

“Is Neil in the living room or on the porch?” she
fluttered. *I meant to be down whon you came, but Lois
-got home and brought Billy Miller with her and we had
a most awful time!”

“Ile didn't stay.” '

“Didn’t he ask for me or anything,” Hedda’s coun-
tenance fell.

“IIe probably thought you were busy with Gxand-
mother.” . ]

“Probably. Did you have a good time?”

“Fine. What time did Lois come?”

“Just after you left. Was the lunch all right?”-

“Delicious. Neil ate six sandwiches. What made
Grandmother act so to Billy Miller?"

f“He shouldn't have tome out here knowing how we
all felt,”

“You at least, Hedda, ought to have been decent to
him for her sake. She'll run off and marry him if you
keep this up.”

“Grandmeother will never consent. to have him come

- here to see her.”

3

“I arn going to see that they have a chance to meet
somewhere once 8 week. T've promised Lois 1 would.”

“All right, but now tell me, Sara, what did you do
this afternvon 7"

“l showeh him the Glen and Robber’s Den and told °
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but he didnt enjoy it so we tied up the boat and spread
out our lunch on the table thare and ate and Ealked. -
,.was heavenly in the Glen today.
~“Aren't you really bcgmnmg to ke WmT™r
“Oh, yes, he is very interesting, indeed.”

, Sara got away from Hedda as soon ats she aou!d and
slipped down to the porch swing. She felt uneasy, out of
harmony with. herséff The afternoon with: Nedl éramer
had been the happiest she had spent in years, Now that
it was over she was not at all comfortable abont it, Wh
had she opened her heart tohim and laid baxe altHer hid-
den secrets? As she sat in the shadow her ctheeks
burned. She took herself sternly to. task, Buk she was
not really cool or indifferent, only something V?,lﬂliﬁ heér
protested. She couldn't go on forever den:nng the
natural desires of her heait.

“If Hedda was not going to marry Nell Cframéi'—*why
shouldn’t 'she accept his friendship! They hat #o many
tastes in common: art, literature, all the -thip
longed for. She declded to cultivate the more, »
-side of her nature, and she promised hétsell” 331
allow him to be her friend, =

Thinking the facts over in the swaying sw’im; with
the moonlight casting lacey shadows -through the vines,
it was eleven olclock before she realized it. The. tele-
phone bell summoned her back: to reality, Shey hurned
into the house to forestall anyone élse answerzn g,

After a few moments with the receiver at" er ear
an unfamiliar voice asked: '

“Who is this speaking?” “’.‘ #

“This is Sara Leavitt,"

“Well, this is Vedder of the “Central Hote] “Your
brother Nat was just brought in pretty drank. Hewants
a room but hasn't any money, but I'Il put lum to bed it
you'll see I get paid for it.”

“Put him to bed. I'l take care of it 4

In her own room later, she had just indressed and
slipped into bed when she heard a low voice at the door,

. . "Sara,may I come in aminute?”

“Come right in, Hedda, of course.”

“Grandmother is. so nervous to-night, She's do:mg
now so I came out for a minute.” i

“Tell me, dear, what's troubling you?"

“1 thought you hadn't come upstairs and I heud the
telephone.”

“Crawl in beside me,” Sara urged, “and go ib sleep
She tossed restlessly, and from -timo-to tineshesighed.

“I guess Grandmother has been too much for you,”
said Sara, at last.

“No, it's not that, I'm very unhappy.”

This declaration remained-unanswered fox' a znoment
before Sara said, “Well, what about?” )

“It's Neil Cramer,” Heddn burst forth, " =* &5d think
he cared for me. Now I don't fecl so sure. Perhaps 1
encouraged him to much, Maybe you‘ll think ¥'m silly
but I'm just simply wild about him.”

ol “Do you mean you would marry him if he as'ked you
o 111

“0Oh, yes, I would. Of course not for a whils 1
couldn’t leave you to bear all the burdens.alone..
wait if T knew he loved me.” -

“Some wait you'd have,” smd Sara. dryly -

“Didnt he say'a word this aflernoon by which you
could guess?”" - ‘

Sara was glad that her face wag in_ the daxk. -

“He didn't ask me for you if that's what you
menn?”

At this Hedda bepin to sob, and her voice was
young and uncontrolled as Lois” was eaxlier. Sara gath-
ered her into her arms and comforted her much as she
il‘;?d comforted her younger sx.téi‘ earlier in thé ¢ve-

ng.
Tears always roused in Sura a fierce protectivee inter-

est. If Cramer didn’t love Hedda, he certainly ought to,

{1(;;1 she had given every ev1dence of bemg interested in

Dodge the issue as she would, she could no€ evade
the answer. If he had seen lledda and Hedda alone, the
attraction he had felt for her might have developed into
something strong and lasting. Now that it was too
late she could see the shifting of his interest. A=nd now
she had taken-him fully into her fnendshnp. And his
friendship was so comfoiting, so worthwhile.

In a panic she told herself that not for all the
friendships in the world woull she stand in the way of
her sister’s rgmotest chance for happiness! She must
make Cramer dislike her—anything to undo the harm
she had unwittingly done.

“Hedda, dear, go back to your own room now,” she
said. “You shall have everything in this world you want,
if lcan secure it for you."”

“And you do think he cares a little?”

“I'm sure he does.”

Hedda lifted a wet cheek to bo klssed

“You must think me perfectly silly,” she whlspered.

“No, I think you a perfcct darling,”” said Sara. “Call
meany time if you need me.”

A very few minutes and Hedda was sound askeepin
her own bed, but Sara lay staring into the darkness, try~
ing to vision thirigs out. She saw her life which had
broadened out of late, shrink back into the narrow duties
of Cherry Lane Farm. She 'had not realized untéd now
howmuch Cramer’s approbation meant to her, how -miuch
it, wis going to cost her o put hinid out of her lifes;

The _resort on Mount Sharoni that Cramer had Jaid
out was Tfinished “and was to be formally opemed by a
week of fetes, balls and high classi entértainment,
Cramer was invited to be a guest. They felt that hee had
worked out an  unusudl and distinctive effect in tlhe
grouping of buildings and the arrangement of trees nnd
flowers,

As he emerged from his shower bath the mcvrninz
after Mt. Sharon Park had heen officially opened, feeling

(CONTINUED ON PAGE G)
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