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The summer that followed was a difficult one.
Carol’s coming had complicafed eveerything. She btought
all sorts of distwbimg thimngs to Chetry Lane Fam
besides a French maid. Jazz music from a loud vietrola
set Father wild. Queer characters from the city often
carrying on in the living wxoom until the wee, small
hours. Theelders of the fzamily had decided that the
poor girl must be allowedd & reasonable amount of
pleasure, but that was. not enougch for her. She soon
arranged with Nat that he should- introduee her into his
set. arol flung herself fevearishly into all the turbulent
festivities of the younger set. When she was not danc-
ing or tiding or motor-ing sk1é lay in bed recuperating.

“You're wearing yoursself .out, Saa,”” protested
Hedda. *I'll be glad when yougo off on your holiday to
Aunt Amme's"”

“l may not be able to scare up the rairoad fare,”
said Sara. ]

“Grandmother worzld hekp. She's 50 anxious to hear
from her only sister.annd her old lrome.”
“She. turns over ewery penny to Nat,” said Sara.

“If you only had time to goonr thh your drawings,
_you’d soon make money enowghto. go”.

“0f course T could, and ¥ d hawe enough to buy Loxs o

summer clothes instead of mzking them.”

“If I could only sew and ¥relp you,” Hedda said plain-
tively. -

“] know | should insist on Lois helping -because it
will be handy for her later!”

But in spite of her occasional protests against things
in general, Sara managed to oxtract a great deal of
satisfaction out of life. She concentirsted on her family
and took the liveliest possible interest in all that hap-
pened to it. Carol an@ her mmatrizmonial tangle, Hedda
and Lois and their ove affairs often made her think of
spinning the threads into & movel,

It was seldom, however, that she had a. chance to
draw. Whenever she shut hexsdf ap in the “*den” with

- the hope of a couple o lou¥s work, one or “all of the
family found their way in, Somei.xmes it was Grand-
mother Delight who was a¥wnys matching yarns . or
measuring something, that wan ed— her advice. Some-
times it was Lois who wanted ha hat retrimmed, Often
it was a message from her £father to ask if she had
telephoned. his latest instructi-ons to his managers. She
had tried Tocking the dowoi but. the knocking on the door
went on continually, .

{ late anew and not unpiessant duty hnd developed

upon her. Hedda insisted oma lher seing Mr. Crameor
whenever he called, . ‘ :

“You see he likes us all,” Hedda oxplined. “So 1
mustn’'t monopolize him."’

The only feminine membex of the household who did
not succumb to his charmas was Mrs. Reg. Dempsey She
decided that he was not for her.

““Whorns is he really cominaz to see?l” she asked Sara.
. “All of us,” said Sara evasivly. “He even pays his
respects to Aunt Emmy inthe kitchen,

“Sometimes I think it's you,”said Card, “I'veseen

“You're wrong there,” Sar= denied vxgorously “Mr,
Cramer is not intergsted in me, o all”

But Carol's suggestion distubed her. He did treat
her differently, some way. He was always aware of her
presence. The personal interest wass one of his charac-

teristics. ““Carol’s a goose,” shee told harself and tried to
dismiss the matter from her mind

“You don't believe in love,”” Heddn nccused her one
“You think Lois and I.axe sentinental.”
“Qf com'se you me! And-Twish I were,” she an-

day.
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i 9

sweled. Both Lms aud you mb people thé nght \vay,
and I rub them the wrong way.”

“People generally like you best,” said Hedda in a
* puzzled tone, “even M. Cramer likes you best

-+ For = second time Sara scoffed at  the .suggestion
and assured herself that Mr. Cramer was. interosted sole-
ly in Hedda, The affair, teo, to be sure, was & mild one,
going alorzg smoothly enough, th.h no sign of reaching
the boilingr point. Moderatiors in all thicgs seemed to be
Mr. Cramer’s motto,

The record of a good life did not appeal to Mrs, Reg.-
Dempsey. In fact Nat Leavitt was jlie only ohe in the
crowd who spoke her language and/enjoyed : hier pace,
They both {raveled life lightly apd” rapidly, with no con-
cern for thioseon the side linesadlh eirescapades at varj-
ous countrry cubs had alreadw4et. tongues wagging, and
Sara had not been spared tRe details,

“I'm afid, T have o write Carol’s Father and ask
hint to conae here for a visit, 1 feel positive sheand Nat
are not good foxr ech other,”

“We must say, though,” persisted Iledda. “thut Nat
has. been hrome every week-end since slie came,”

“I hesxd them-come-inlast-night!”
“Sara, you don't mean— 2" ,
“I certainly do. She's as=bad ;s he is'" -

“Have: har father down,” Hedda wged, Yng soon as
possnble. If he won't come we must tell her we can't
have her kxere any longoer.™

"She mo worse than Nat,” Sara reminded her firm-
ly. “They aretwoof akind. With her hereT caii't visit
Aunt Anne this summer, I've given tip. going, to.het for
~ three years now so maybe T won't mxind.  Some-one’s got
to be here o put the far of God into Nat.!t

“Someone must tel Grandmother the truth about
him. 1f she would only close her purse-strings to him it
would help alt.”

“Now, Hedda,” renonstrated Sara “she’ll ‘over do
that, for she. adores the ground he walks op.”

"Maybre we're too hard on him. We mustn’t forget
how sickly he was for years. ‘Besides he's our_only. .
- brother™ =

As usual, Sara’s regolve to handle her’ iggher,wmt
down before this- appeal. The habit of protecting Nat
had been instilled into her at a tender age. *She could
remember times in his childhood when he haq been put
to bed for punishment, how she often sat by his: bed and
read to hinz until he was allowed to leave his room,

Now, irastead of telling her Fathier or Gramdmother; -
she decided to cope with the bad situstion ag best: she
could, single-handed.

By Augzust the country about Glenville was suifer-
ing Reenly from drought and heat. The Crops were in-
jured, bushres and trees drooped and shxiveled, The
wind, coming up at twiight was like a blast from a
fufnace; and when it died dowm, the. heat seemed more
oppressive £hm before.

At Chexry Larie Fam, the days dmgged along with
monotonous regularity, Carol Ieftto join her fatherand
mother at & fashionable surnmer resort, Lois had been
sent to a gixrl's camp on the Jersey coastto get heraway
from Billy Miller. Nat spent ¥itfle time at the ¥arm,
preferring to sick’ diversion: afar. Sara and Hedda, left
to bear the burdens, agreed omx a diwision of -Jabor, oné’

The long hard summer following othér hard seasons,
was proving more ihan unusually difficult, and as Grand-
mother Delizzht told Sara more than once, ““She wag get~
ting so hard tolive with,”

The only right spols in the girl's lives ware the
visits of Neil Crarner, When he came he brought candy
or flowers oz an interesting book. He lrought too, the

23 & basis fox discussion.

Sara newer before realized how hungry she was for
someone to talkto. Cramer was so reassixing. The an=~
noyances of ¥ifo never semed to- touch him.

As to the state of his feelings toward Heddy, she
was still in doubt. Fortunately, Grandmother was ignor-
ant of what was going on, and the xest of the family
_ being. away, Sarz was sole witness of the unfolding
romance.

In the last few weeks, however, it was more and
more evident that she was becoming complicated in.the
pot. One Saturday afternoons, toward the énd of

ugust, Sara was in the kitchen, singing gaily, 25 she
packed a small basket with a pienic lunch, ~A storm the
day before had cleared the air, and a fiesh wind was
stirring the ckrooping leaves. It was such a respite from.
the heat, thzt life now issumed a. mew. and cheerful
aspect. 'Neil Crarmer was to have taken dinner at the
house that night but shortly before moon Grandmother
had developed & bad case of bronchitis, and Sara called
Neil Cramer.
“Do Hedda ind you otk hawe to nurse your Grand-.
mother?’ Hee lad asked wistfally over the telephone.
“N-no,” said Sara, “I have begged Grandmother to
let me nurse her, hut she won’t have me near her to-
- day, becausé ,she‘s just made up her mind I'm not. a good
snster‘%o ll;raltt; ”th t’s th h, ] th
“We it’s the wmse, w ycamtyoupaym
mé?" he begg:ed “1£t's go on a picnic this afternoon.” -
Sara’s heart Ju:mEed at €he prospect She loved to
prowl arourid where she had played as a child and it
would bé siickr fun to show Neil ‘the Glen and the Rob-
ber's Den. The day was perfect for a pichic.
“Hadn't wve better wait until some day Hédda can
207" she asked,
“Never mruind, we'll plan somethm.g spécial for her

Heddd seeemed pleased with the plan, “Itll be a "
chance for vou o zet acquainzted. with eich other,” she
said: - “Hé’s adways liked you but I've never felt you
really appreciated him”

"‘Oh yes, 1do,” Sara msxsted “Fe's. too good, I'd”
say.” ' ‘
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