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path. On the sway Cull asked wistfully: “Whish I'm up

(Confintuied from Last Week)
' CHAPTER 3

"After supper that evening, Sara wended her way to
the McTash cottage, one of several located inthe pines
on the far side of the quarry, The cottages were built
by the Leavitts and all the occupants were employees of
thxeirs. The hush of twilight was over everything, and
the air was sweet with the, fragrance of biessoms
drenched with dew. Night was Sara’s favorite time for
provling, and during the summer months she rnged the
neighborhood visiting all the cottages, partly to look
after the sick and needy, and partly because she was

lntelested in her humble neighbors.

It was toward a coftage somewhat apart from the
ofhers that she now made her way. An open doorway
threw a pale corkscrew of light on a small porch and on
A long; lank woman
with a mass of wiry gray hair came out of the door as .

to apath thx‘ough the rank grass.

Sara approached.

“That you, Miss Sara?” she asked shrilly, peering
through the dusk. “Better be keerful, that path. is.so..

narrer,’

"How s everybody, Mrs. McTash ?” Sara inquired,
“Haint ary.one of us-too wel:

the other day I reminded him of a reptile a crawlin’
through the bushes. I tole him I was never duv to it
when he could pervide.”

“Yes,” said Sara. “"Dad always said Eph was the
best worker in the quarries.”

“You said it! He did work hard but he’s done for
now, I guess. Eph! she called through the open door,
“Come out and see Miss Sara.”

A short, stout man with a mop of white hair, sham-
bled out the door with the aid of two canes. Heshowed
4 dash of bravado as one who found life supportable
even af its worst, ,

“Howdy, Miss Sara. Cull’'s gone down the village,”
said McTash, “to get me crutches. These cane's pretty
niggh wore my hands out. Makes me most. cruLyy time
drags so. ‘Therd's nothing I can do, you see.'

“Tll bet yowll be glad to get back to work” Sara
smiled. “What time do you expect. Cull back?"

" “He ought to be back by now,” his mother oxplaine_d.
“He's plum: crazy to stop a while to watch 'om ﬁxin
autos at Klun's Garage: e 'lows he wants to stidy ’em
all the way through.” i

“The family history was postponed by the arxival
of & slim, tow-headed wouth. At first sight of Sara his
;}houldezs straightened and a smile broke oyer lis weak
ace.

Sara had always stood up for Cull when others
cilled him subnormal and backward. When he fell
behind in school she taught him herself until he made
his grades. Sara's eyes softened as she looked at him.

“Well, Cull,” she srnileg, ““I thoutht you had forgot-
ten me! You haven't been up to the house for weeks'”

Cull shuffled from one foot to the other and twisted
his cap, Sara’s presence seemed to rob him of all power
of speech.

-~ -4Jt's the autymobiles,” his mother insisted.

“Are you learning about autos, Cull?” Sar asked,
“Do you like that better than working in the quaries?”

“Yes'm. I can fix onost everything now. Ifixed Mr.
Nat’s Tord last night.”

“Nat’s: Ford!" repeated Sara. “I didn't know he had
one yel. Did he have an accident?”

“He said some pikex rammed him.”

“Was he—all right ?" she asked anxiously.

“Sort -of,” said- Cul}; evasively.

Sara tumed to go home; then rememhering hér
errand, she said:

< want you to come up to the house, Cull; and help
us out forr a while. We are going to have umpany
antl- Aunt Emmy needs help. Will you comé tomorrow!?

The job may last the rest of the summer.

Cull said he'd come, but evinced little enthusiasm,

He took the lantern from the hook on the porch and

— ~Eph's beon taid-of - |-
work 5o long we have to live mostly on game and greens.

we can 4p1ck up, Don’t always have flow. Eph told.me

sxlenﬂy escorted Sara around the quarnes and up the hxll
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there will you ask Mr Nat to let me:- take keer of his
machine?”

“Yes, | wil¥, Call; and I'm stve that cat will need a
lot of fixing before Nat learns to d{&ve it
“Goilt; éhai:;ll juast suit me!” ‘al G:nllimﬂ h‘w

Aro Demseysarm Saxa hsd. little time
for her drawingss and ﬁer concern over Hed‘ 's Incipient
love affair was forced into the b&c
would have prowed sufliciently di uxgs
a French maid was cyclonic,

Early one morning, several daysafter le s arrivgl
at Cherry lane Fam, Uncle Philo: and Aunt Maria

Leavitt degeindfeéd from the ¢éity wpon' their’ relations,
The news had reached theni in. 8 U

ing, but Lwith

felt they must Fix the responsibility on the o who
dared to tam the Leeavitt homestead into & bonrdin

house. They had heard; too, that the young wopnan wax :

of questionalle character.
After Uncle Philo had talked over everytlun

~{~—-taining to the mew-boarder-and-hermorals, hie told ﬂm.“

girls to bring the young woman to Jake’s. room just as
500D 88 poss ble.

soon_as possible, rushed upstairs to.awaken Carol. Neat,
careful, housekeeper as she was ghe felt: very near
despa.n‘ as she looked along’the upper hall where Carol'
belongings had spilled out of her own room-and n

filled the passigeway. As she opentdthe’ dodr amd tmdke'
to Carol, she sat up in bed and stretcheil erself'

sleepily.
“What do T have to get up for!” she. Ttad.
““The family~’s ready to sit on e qm&g| on ‘of your
eligibility to become Clierry Lane Farin’s fit
You see you are getting a ‘divorce from - ulbund
and the elders of our family refuse to-con one tﬁat faet
only m excoptionial cases,”

“What are you golng to do about xt;?" she ukad "

“Hold a cowrt of -inguiry P!

“Worse than that. You'll be lucky -if yoix Are not
courtmartialed,”

Carol snuggled back into her piliws.

Fhey're not- going: to see me downstairs! X1l not tell
them a word.”

“Can't you grive them a few thrils?"”

“There's not 'a thrllling thmg' abonf. lt. -Reg- and IN "

agreed to seprate althou alwayn
the best of friends. He's never orice béen unkind to me.”
“If there's 'rro checkered details low can you get a

divorce?” Swa’s face cxpressed disappomtmen&-aur
prise.

“Reg has-never thought of a thh\g bqt my happi-: '

ness,” Carol insisted. “He's going off to Russis Fortwo- -
or three years and as long as- I won't go with “him he
wants me to be free to live my own life. I -wad just
;lvund?ering if thexe was over any bridge -or dancu‘lg out
ere?”’

“Nat and Lois go around somg, bug’ aeldom bring

then' friends here.”
“Why not?”

“Qur father “i8 an invalid, - tied to bo&amm
Grandmother, too, is rather feeble.” -

“Haven't your any men friends—ho rmhn‘ cﬁfé‘x’?‘f"? '

asked Carol, sghast,

“Just one, I m)ght sy, -Mr. Neil Cramer, frgﬁ thé
city, a landseape artist.”
“Now youtun downstairs and plead my. tuse bedause
I'm not going to appear at all.”
“It seemyto ¥me your appearance on t}:e scene would
help Hedda and I_to carri; our point.”
“Nothing doxng they decide I can”t stay here for
a while, I'll go. X guess I'll get up and go riding,” she
«announced.
“What are you going to ride?”
“Haver't you any horres?”’
“Not ary ¢ orze,” Iaughed Sara.

ST telegiapkr Dad 10 send down twa with a ET00ML..

You can ride, surely.”
Sara shook her head,
“Well, you cam learn,” Carol insisted,

When' Sara entered hir Father's reom all eyes Iooked Pa

toward the door extpecting that younglsdy-who had re-
cently come among them would appear i her. Grand-

mother was sested by Her son’s bed. At £he foot of the -

bed were grouped about Uncle Philo and Aant Maria and
a Mr, Lewis, an attorney who transacted legal matters
for Cherry Lane Farm.

“Isn’t the yowmng woman ¢ fppear before  us?”
asked Uncle Philo,. as hesd of the anily. Sara shook
her head and took ~her seat by the windoves

“She says there is nothing’ to tell, Although her
husband and she are the best of frinds they agreed’
to separate, He is going to Russia for £wo or three
years and he wants hexr to be free.””

An appalling silnce ensued, during which Sara casta

: questxomng eyé around the circle.

It seemsto nae” said Aunt Maiis, “fhe Scriptures

together.”

“Maybe God didn't doit,” suggnsted Sarg, from the
gl‘l}ldow. “Carol said they were married in the Cxty
. “If you camnot be .serious; Sara" Grandmot,hm in-
tervened, “plense say nothing.”

: Glancmg from the window to where Caml stoad on
thé front poreh she heard heér say to ‘some invisible
person coming up thelane from the ofiposite side of 1l é
ht)use. “Welll Who are you, and what do ol wan’t‘l"

A gay, impudent woice called back: “I'm °
Lieavitt; but just whoare you?”

Then Sara saw Catol's face-expreésuplemsed surprise.
and she notéd the warm response with which she met
Nat'swelcome. She understood Nat'slaigunge, He was

of her own kind,

ol alone

explined manyier
and they decided to come out and look things over, Thgs

~Sara,"in'a huEy to have the whole affair over as
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