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38-,232 Conver,ts/ In One

Thirty-eight thousand, two hundred and thlrty two people embraced
Catholiciém last year in this country alone. That’s 3,186 a month, 7 35 a week,
105a day. In England they came over at the rate of more than 1,000 a month,
And mind yon, these people were not born Catholics—were not educated in

after considering the subject of religion from every angle, and after the thor- -
ough course. of study tequired for sych a step..
teaches. all those absurd, superstitious, evil and un-American things which have

minds of the malign and gullille—~Cathelic Information Society of Narberth,
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Church—most of them-—in adult life,
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a church does not exist except in the
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Some folks thnxk the Germans didn't
- suffer ecnongh in the World War. The W.
C. T. U is over there now, tiyingr to get

Two nineteen-y-ear-old boysat.the tJm-
versity of Kansas were “sentenced to “six
months each in jail last week and fined
$150 each for possessing and transporting
liquor. If all the college boys who possess
" or trangport liguor in Americk were sen-
tenced to jail for six months each,f__Lthe
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RURAL CHURCH MEMBERSHIP

| ferent kinds of rural American territory,
compriging more than one-third the areg.

Al of the United States and containiig 8,500,-
1l 000 persons..are-exerdifiply weak and have
Yeiatively few members, according to a
survey eonducted by the Institute of Social
- and Religious;Research, of New York City.
Four of the areas are of comparatively
recent settlement, They are the grazing
section, the dry-farming section, the high
mountain districts of the Far West and
various ¢ut-over lands. The two other
| areas include the old hilly sections of Now.
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“An public figure wkio could arouse
mthorayand publighets_to issue so many
“yolume# within such & shoat time after his
death.was truly a notable,. loved: personali-
ew York
comments in its montlly *“News Letter.”
.The Book Club regrets. thaat in.the three -

. ty," the Catholic Book Cla of

“volumes alm.dy publishedt so Hitle is told
of the man himself; ex K::hby indirection.

bookx are repete with ancedotes of
Roclm with  analyses éf his football
methodsg ‘his stxategy on. the field, and -
| about the men_ he devéloped,- But the inti-
mite life of the man ls not reveéaled, and
be -published will give us mometling more

mﬂmty. 4
Many
newer & book written on thee atory of their
%\mﬁ. Here are five books on thedlife og ln
oxwmm or and humble
poo%fgf %‘\‘mble aself. But he
by clean sport geniws; the doors to
Millions knew

books on hify lifn, his work, his
methodsl his sorrows and josys. All of these
books, we hope, will pletmre with sym-

, P&thetlc touch the noblest n}mrt of his noble

ife—his. simple and unfmiling faith in

od, and in the ideals an® teachings of
God For it was through the spiritual sun-
—ahine- that-he <
glory, and.when ~they lifted. his poor
broken body from the wiecked airplane
 that carried him to his desth they found
his blessed beads entwined around his
fingers. We can picture hinex saying, as he
fell--“Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for
me; rmw and at the moment or my death,”
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L T VIR Oroxx,” the great Cathodic daily news-
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England, ‘and many counties on long-
“settled country of. the Middle West.

In the four new areas the average
membership of the Protestant church was
. sixty-eight, against 161 in Roman Catholic
churclies and 870 in Mormon churches.
The average Protéstant membership for the
individual areas ranged from seventy-thrce
- for tlie dry-farming regions to forty-six in
Vermont rural terr itory. Many of the
‘Protestarit” churches ™ have “Jess than
twenty-five members. Some of them can-
not afford much fuel, light or musie, and
they are doomed. to die.

“In the old level areas the abandonment

of country churches is progressing at an
accelerating -speed. In Vermont, the pro-
portion of families fo churches has de-
dined & third: {n ﬁfty years,” the report
BAY'S. ‘
The same condxtmns can be found in
the more populous rural sections of the
country. The Catholic Church is holding
' its own and growing gradually in member-
ship, though it suffers no inconsiderable
loss from mix: ajyiages and the grow-
 ing reilgious i Jpaifference in America. But
the Church is alive, vital, energetic and
. alert. The average non-Cathohc Church in
"4 rural community has a hard time of it.
fmancially and spiritually, and the condi-
tions are getting worse instead of better.
The future, as this survey shows, Is not
right. Nearly, every country village has
its tragedy of dead or dying churches, and
- the percentage of-churchless Americans in-
(renses year by year, Laxity inlaw has |
increased with laxity in religion, and the
" outlook for religious eyes is not a pleasant
. one.

CURRENT COMMENT

A TOPSY-TURVY WORLD

Most papers can abandon their “Believe
It or Not” columns because the news
itemis supply us with suflicient astounding
* ~eofitradictions to supply the appetite of the
- most fastidious seeker after the seemingly
. impossible. -

Men are bemg ‘sent to prison for pos-
sessing & pint of liguor; at the same {ime
governmental sanction is sought for the
. most flagrant flaunting of God's marriage
and procreation laws.

We clected one President because he
kept us 6ut of war, and before he had
warmed the presidential seat five weeks in
his new term he led us into the most ter-
tiffic conflict of all time.

Another we sént to the White House |
because he averted famine in post-bellum
FEirope, and. in his admlmstratnon his
fellow-citizens are gtarving in the presence

cf full granaués.
- " "The world is in the midst of a slump of
an over-supply of - food-stuffs; Russia is
disrupting economic Europe by dumpmg

-3y rotting in -store-Hotises" and‘durmg this |

Protesﬁant churc,hes in six widely dif- .

But in all this confusion there is one
institution that is not and nevex has been
at sixes and seyens—the Church. Men who
have gone to the Vatican have akways lived

_of the papacy to them.

an Innocent, takes the world to task for its
erroneous views on education, marriage,
and labor. He makes no truee weith oppor-
tunism nor compromises with expediency.
And many millions know he speaks the
truth  authoritatively. .
force admiration, albeit grudgingly at
times, from men who think.

The Vatican is never topsy-turvy. Its
feet are always firmly plunted. on solid
ground, though its face is turned toward
~ the smiles of heaven.

DISORDERS IN SPAIN

. American writers who believe that the
tendency in Spain is towards the type of
democracy which we enjoy are sadly mis-
taken. Catholies throughout_the world
will do well to harken to the voice and ac-
. tion of the Holy Father. When disputches
relating to the destruction of Spain were
given to him he retired to pray. It remains
for all the faithful to indulge in prayer,
that from the crisis in Spain there may
come a new land with its age old ideals, a
land aligned with modein times as far as
needs of its people legitimately go, but a
land preserving to the utmost, the respect
for religion, to the regards for Catholi-

ton, Pa.

CATHOLIC MOVIE STARS

Another Catholic movie star suddenly

wanted to get rid of her husband, and this
she promptly did, via Reno. She was pre-
pating to marry some other mowie hero
when her real husband died and saved her
the trouble of contracting an adulterous
union. Another movie star whom we once
lauded as a fine Catholic, later turned out |
" to be-a Catholic in name only:—~ A priest
who knows him quite well told us about a
year ago that our hero had not been inside
a church for ten years. Those safe and
sane thinkers who caution us against sing-
ing the praises of the Francis X. Bush-
mans and the Maurice Costellos ewvidently
know whereof they speak.

Right here on the home grounds, for
instance, there are two or three, Pittsburgh
National League baseball players who are
rated as Catholics, but who haven't been .
to church for so long that they have
probably forgotten the Hail Mary.—
James Costin in The thtsburgh Catholic.

If we udged New York City by the

politieal e&ntomals in up»State papers, we
would feel like relegating it to Sodom or
Gomiorrah, or at least turning it over to .
the Wickersham Coemmittee. But Ford-
ham University, a great Catholic institu-
~ tion, conferred degrees on nearty eighteen -
hundred graduates this week, and Co-
lumbia University, presided over by that -
sterling American, Dr. Nicholas Muray

Butler, cohiferred degrees upon 4936_
graduates on Tuesday, and gave certifi-
cates and diplomas to 749 others; 2 total
of 5,685.- These two educational institu-
, tions.are but-two: of many, many others, all
""doing - good in shaping character,

- work
‘building citizénship, and many of them in |
. {raining students along’ spmtual as ‘well as ©
-temporal lines.” New Yprkisa .

wonderful city, not only in.size, but in its

" goodness and. ‘works, and in its .

. Chinese have penshed of actual hungel’- o

- “splendid’ schools: and colleges for the youth | and wild cats, and they Toveto pull lns by

I the tail and wrestle mth elephants and

of America. ;
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Always. in evary Dlocese, there are churches amd mstltuhons -which Hhave

you ‘méke your will, the best way in the world to help these needy ons is to insert 8

Y give and bequeath o the Rt. Rev. John Frane:s O’Hem, D D., Bxshcsp of the
Catholic Diocise: of Rochester; N, Y., or his successor or suddessors in office, the sum
.} used at hls or then' discretlon for the work or

cular church charxty or mst:ztuhon a clause -
: partxculatly 1 i
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_up to-the high Fropes that opened the doors -

Pius X1, with the voice of a Gregory or '
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cism, which has ever been known as the
glory of old Spain.—Catholic Light, Seran-

decided, aboub two vears ago, ‘that she .

i the boy.
- chief than any other resasm, asked:

reat and |
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jails, cort houses, governoxs meansions
-4iid—idle factory buildings in the country

wouldn’t hold them. Practically every col:
lege in the land has iis bootleggers. The

1 Volstead law has done that for A.merica.

But sending boys teo juil for havings liquor
is about the poorest way we know of to
enforce the Prohibition law. It igs a pity
and o 4rwedys But sime youths have to
De tossed” into the arcna to appeazse. the
bloodthirsty cries of the famtiecs who
think they can enforce Prohilition with
guns or Jtuls .

The dark window: *“Everywhexe one
sees the decline of religious conviction, and
the waning influemce of the Chrurch,”
George W, chkersham, chairman of the
- Hoover Commissiorr on Law Obsexwvance.

University graduates this week,

The bright winndow: “The lare of
pleasure, the lure of our times, the pull
against Christ on the part of lter-ature,
the dramn, and other activities of lauman
life—all are trying to draw you away
from Christ. Yet you are loyal, You still
- believe that He is the Son of Gol, thhe one
God,” Cardinal Hayes said in an address
the other day. And he said to the Mary-
mount College gradustes this -week:
“There is scarcely a day when | arn not
callledl upoi “to dedicate a new Catholic
school.”

of the Methodist
Church puts a high value upon hirnself.
Some time ago he saed the Heaist news-
papers. for $5,000,000 for painting him as
a philandering Romreo. Now he wwants
$500,000" from Congressman Gorge H.
Tinkham, “representing a wel Roman
Catholic district in- Massachusetts™—to
use the Bishop's soot from his own
furmace—because Mr. Tinkham called

Bishop Cannon

Corrupt Practises Act, acriminal statute.”

We'll bet the- Bishop a brown derbys . the. .
[ Tinkham sit will ever

be tried. My,
Tinkham happens £o be a Protestant

- elected year after yeawr by his “wel Roman

Catholic twnstitueney. The bmevolent
Bishop, exuling the special brand of chani-
ty he has in his soul, wants the wvorid to
know that the “wet Foman Cathdics™ are
sicking a Protestant wapon him. When he
gets the $6,500,000—wvhich he should, if

- his reputation is wor-th it—he should be

amply fortified for another whitl at the
stock market, anr for alengthy course of
bigoted baxklng up and down the political
rostrums of the South.

The Texmessee House of Representa-
tives has heen trying £o 1mpeach Govexrmr
H. H. Horton of that State. Eightcharges
were filed against himm, e of the rmost
serious being: That he was guilty of
“great moril delinquerxey and gross breach
or decorum” for permitiing a piaw to be

| placed in the Executive Mansion, after dis-

approving of the item insn appropiations

Wluch reminds us of John L Sulli-wan,
When Theolore Roosevelt was President,
John L. went to Washimgton to ask him to
set free a young man who had desexrted
from the Navy and heen sent to pison. for
it. The yomg. man was the son of a poor
widow woman, ‘an old xxeighbor 1o Johnx L.,

and the great Hghter wwas anxious to have
him pardoned So he made a wondexful
- speech in picturing the good qualities of
“Teddy, moxe in spirit of mis:
“Bul
hasn't he my bad qualities?” John L.

hung liis hepd in shamve. “I'l have to ad-

- mit,” ne sajd, ““that he plays the piamo.”

Wlueh seens to apply - to the bad qualities.
of Governor Horton of Tenn&see.

Pohcemen are: hard-bmled They eat
_nails for breskfast, and breathe: fire wkien
- you park your ear neaxr- a hydrant, They
go out every night looking for burglars

pianos. . Theaverage on hag this view
of policemen, especially: wherr he mokes. d
left-hand turn parallel vnth a sign which
tells him notto do it. " But policemen have
another gide. Two New York detutives,
“Chsa and Mara, were paid $2,500 rewaird
~for the capture of a nototinlis youny des-
perado who had’ shot and killed-a police
- man in Nassau county, the: father of a
}nrge family of childreni. The rewan wras
s lot of money for these men, dependent
' upon théir meagét pay Foraliving, It
. a real fortane fox them. But they wen
. the home of the widow of the murdered
- policeman and _gave it 3l to her—%Eor
* yourself .and the chxldren, with our coam-+
pliments.” This is typieit of ‘poliemen,
e dire say, there is mo dass of men in
- the- country who do moxe real charlty For
he poor, for the needyr, for_the unfors
to—inkiownl charity, with never 4 -
-theught- of getting thedr pictures: in-the
- papers, or of letting their left hand know -
what their right: hand Taas dome, This is

real clumty, noble au& unsedfish

the Germans to drink milk instead of beer, .

and Law Enforcement, told the Sy racuse -

him “a shameless vielator of the Federal -

,and it
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