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Monday, December eighth, is the feast 
of t h e Immaculate Conception, one of the 
important feasts of t he Church year, .and 
a. hdiyday o r obligation. Through ' thUr 
fea»t the Church proclaims the fact t ha t 
our Blessed Mother was conceived free 
from all sin, even from the stain of origi­
nal sin. She i s , as the poet Wordsworth 
so beautifully says, our tainted nature 's 
solitary boast. 
" The doctrine of the Immaculate Con­
ception was defined by Pope Pius IX, on 
December 8,1854. At tha t t ime the Pope 
declared tha t , " the Blessed Virgin Mary in 
the mrsf instant"of he r conception, by••a-
singular privilege and grace granted by 
God, in view of the merits of Jesus Christ, 
the Savior of the human race, was pre­
served exempt from original sin." 

The beautiful thought back of this is 
thafc our divine Saviour had a mother un­
stained b y the slightest touch of sin. 

' 'BafcutiM in character, the personification 
of loneliness and of pure womanhood, 
V i t h o u t t h e Brradowiof -onerirr0n;g*Hc1rtr0on~ 
her soul, she shared with her divine Son 
the perfection: t h a t comes only from God. 
S ta r of t h e Sea, she shines as a guiding 
light for all humanity. Comfortless of the 
Afflicted, she reaches loving arms out to 

jail who are troubled by sin. Qr„gorrow. 
Queen of Heaven, she awaits us there, 
praying for us , inspiring us, pleading with 
her Son for us, t h a t we may one day bo 
partakers of the happiness and the glory 
He has prepared for His faithful fol­
lowers. 

_ The "Hail Mary," beautiful and appeal-
ihgv lias comforted millions of human 
souls. The Immaculate Conception glad­
dens all .our hear ts , for we feel tha t in 
praying to her we are praying to one who, 

_ understanding' our weakness and frailties*, 
is herself free from these. With fragrance 
unsurpassed, th i s beautiful Mystical Hose 
blossoms in t h e gardens of innumerable 
hear ts—a r a r e and transcendent flower of 
t h e human race, shedding Heaven's own 
aroma upon t h e world around her. If we 
p ray "to Mary, if we go to Mary, if we 
place ourselves under her protection, our 
lives will be singularly blessed and our 
souls made beautiful for the companion­
ship of God throughout all eternity. 

i CllMSffl I » JUUSMJlXl-*-». m •• • I P. ' " " i • • ' t 

The Virgin 

Mother! whose virgin bosom w a s uneroat 
W i t h t h e Ipast shade of thought to sin 

a l l i ed ; 
W o m a n ! above all women glorified, 
O u r ta in ted n a t u r e ' s soli tary boas t ; 
P u r e r t h a n foam on central ocean tos t ; 
Br igh te r than eaBtern, Hkles a t daybreak 

_stj't'Wn 
Wi th . fa"n.cIt'd\"roM)B, than the unblemished 

moon 
Before h e r w a n e begins o n Heaven ' s blu*.? 

eoaat ; 
T h y image fa l l s to ea r th . Y«t some, I 

ween, 
N o t unforglven the. suppliant knee might 

bead , 
As to a visible Power , in -which,did blend 
Ail that was mixed and reconci led in Thee 
Of mother ' s love wi th maiden pur i ty , 
Q£ high -with low, celest ia l wi th t e r r ene ! 

—Wil l i am W o r d s w o r t h 

n i n n i i i n i n i i 11 i 11 i i i i i n n i i i " ' 

BBBESSS 

FOR T H R - P O P F S - J UBILE E 

Fervent gra t i tude t o God for the 
jubilee of His Holiness, Pope Pius XI, is 
the intention recommended during Decem­
ber for t h e Apostleship of Prayer . 

I t is a n intention t ha t will appeal to 
all our people. Fifty years a priest of 
God, and occupying the Chair of Peter 
when his jubilee was celebrated—surely 
this is a rare and Wonderful blessing. 
Pilgrims t h e world over coming to Home 
to felicitate h im; gifts from the heads of 
many governments* with congratulations 
and good wishes ; spiritual bouquets by the 
thousands from the children of the-Fai th *, 
new Saints of God canonized; the Vatican-

Italian treaty consummated; the growth 
and spirit of t h e Church unusually s t rong 
and fervent everywhere; nifssrons reaping 
rich harvests in human souls in many 
lands — here a r e notable events in the 
jubilee year of our Holy Father , all of 
them worthy of our most fervent grat i­
tude to God. 

I t is fitting t h a t all of the Church 
should be invited to join our Holy Father 
in expressing grat i tude for t h e manifold 
blessings and- happenings of the jubilee 
year. It i s a year that will remain me­
morable in the annals of t h e C h u r c h r ~ "* 

TAKING MORROW'S PLACE 

GOOD-BYE TO FRANCE 

The Methodists are saying good-bye to 
France. Their Board of Foreign Missions 
recently voted t o withdraw from tha t 
country as a field for missionary activities. 
In all o f France, after years of expensive 
effort, there are 904 Methodists, according 
to latest figures issued- We assume the 
Methodists could not depend upon a lot of 
these if-it came to a question of suffering 
.maxtyrdkun for thei r faith, or even of get-

: ' ^ l ^ v ^ - . 6 B ^ y ^ m - i h e ^ i i i e t 9 i h i g - to go to^ 

Dwight Morrow's place a s U. S. Am­
bassador t o Mexico has been taken by 
J . Reuben Clark, J r . , who h a s lived in 
Mexico and h a s a warm and kindly feel­
ing for t h e Mexican people Mr.. Clark 
was "given, a cordial reception in Mexico 
City by t h e Government and the people. 
In presenting h i rc redent ia l s to President-
Oritz Itubio, h e conveyed a message of 
greeting and good-will from t h e people of 
the United States to the people of Mexico, 
and the warm personal greet ings of-Presi­
dent Hoover to President Rubio. Then he 
said: _'. 

"History records and experience 
demonstrates that there are no questions 
arising between nations which may not 
be adjusted peaceably, as well a s with 
reciprocal advantage,iLsucluquestions are 
discussed in kindly candor with mutual 
appreciation of and accommodation to the 
viewpoint of each by t h e other and with 
patience and desire to work ou t a fair and 
equitable settlement. I t is in tha t spirit 
t h a t I take u p t h e performance of mv 
official duties." 

This i s a good beginning. Mr. Clark 
.added to i t by anouncing tha t he will not 
serve liquor on the embassy ^premises dur­
ing his te rm of office. For Mexico, be it 
known, i s discouraging the use of alcohol 
by education and' temperate appeals, but 
not by t h e use of shot guns , Anti-Saloon 
Leagues ..and sumptuary . legislation. Mr. 
Clark se ts a good example by encour­
aging the Government in i t s educational 
work against liquor. I t is to be hoped 
t h a t his work in Mexico-will be helpful to 
the excellent harmony now existing be­
tween t h a t country and the United States. 
Neighbors as nations, we should be friends 
as peoples. 

The Rosary: Why Catholics Say It 

The Rosary used by Catholics in their prayers Is a string of beads, 

divided into fiv^ equal par ts , each commemorating some great event in the 

life of Christ.~On™fhem the Lord's P rayer and t h e Hail Mary (Luke, 1-28) 

-are reeited,-tmd wrherr-ushTg their beads, "Catholics meditate upon these event*. 

THE MONTH O F OCTOBER IS ESPECIALLY 

DEDICATED TO T H E ROSARY"" 

like famine only in t ha t men themselves 
inflict it in t h e midst of plenty." The 
United States, the s ta tement says, t is suf­
fering the tragedy of millions of men and 
women who. need_wprk, who wa,nt^woijc,_ 
and wnTTcaa find no work to do. 

Ute . s ta tement oJL Archbishop^Hanna 
thanks men and women, both lay and re­
ligious, who give food to the hungry, 
clothe the naked and harbor the harbor-
less, and he says God will reward them. 
The s ta tement continues: 

"There cajn be no respite in this gen­
erosity. More and more money and goods 
will b e needed, it seems certain, to meet 
during the cold of the coming winter 
only the call for alms from the poorest o f 
the poor. More than temporary alms i s 
necessary. Justice should be done." 

By justice, Archbishop Hanna means , 
.measures, should betaken, t o provide, work 
for t h e millions who a r e idle, and a .change 
of heart should so affect American busi­
ness methods that the recurrence of t i 
similar condition"-wllf be"safeguarded. The : 

co-operation of air Catholics is urged, not 
only a s employers, but in every o ther pos­
sible way, and the Archbishop makes a 
plea that the spirit of Christ ^sliine 
through t h e business relations and busi­
ness methods of the country. Pope Leo's 
grea t Encyclical on Labor is quoted, and 
the Archbishop says if it had been heeded 
a dozen years since it would have gone fa r 
to prevent the present calamity. In con-

-clusion -the s t a tement says •:--
" W e add our earnest appeal for t h e 

use o f w h a t > is the most efficacious of 
means—-prayer. Pray daily that the needy 
may be relieved; t h a t the suffering and 
the consequent moral tragedies may b e 
lessened; t h a t a greater energy may en te r 
into the hearts- of all to build a social: 
structure which in far grea te r measure 
than the pijesent with voice practically 

-the-teachtng'Of-'Glu'ist and of His CKui'chr," 
and-bring a larger-measure of justice unto 
men." , — 

CHILD U F E IN AMERICA 

OUR "NOBLE EXPERIMENT' 

., . Roselyt ing in strictly Catholic coun-
i i ^ ^ f e f t ^ t e MVeT been a successful business. 

LjJSfedB&fckif i t evei? will be. A Catholic 

te* 
M 

who leaves h i s church never leaves i t be­
cause some other chuirchjoffers him some­
thing bet ter , or even as good. No other 

, church cm offer a Catholic wha t his own 
ftthurch offers him^confession, absolution 

fc*- his sins, Jesus Christ Himself in the 
'|ti«i*()d Sucrainent of the Altar. Whef f i r 
inan turns h i s back upon these, What can 
i n i other church offer him to equal t hem, 
or in t h e smallest possible measure to 
compare With them? Nothing, absolutely 
nothing".. And no one knows it bet ter than 
t h e apoetate Catholic. 

' There are , and always have been, a few 
persona who will desert the Church for 
social, financial o r other reasons. But they 
a r e j » t sincere in th i s desertion, and are 
i w w d e p e n d a b l e or helpful members of 

^Mt-itHliir church. ' H o s t of them will 

n.-r^M^M4tMm^^ff^^H-Jimi9d death. 
, j W s y o¥ M t h i n r 

S o « « of them make good .atheists, 
itavv 

-,.v 
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These are hard days for fraternal 
buildings. A petition in bankruptcy has 
j u s t been filed against t h e Level Club, Inc., 
operators of the "$4,300,000 hotel and 
Masonic clubhouse at 253 West Seventy-
third Street, New York City. Foreclosure 
proceedings-were- filed last m o n t h " t y the~ 
Marine Midland Trust Company of New-
York on a $2,223,800 mortgage. The club­
house and hotel, a seventeen-story build­
ing*., housing . a gymnasium, „ swimming 
pool, Turkish baths and handball courts, 
was opened in November, 1927. . 

CAUSE OF AMERICA'S DEPRESSION 

Not ha rd t imes, not lack of business, 
not financial panic, hot collapse of busi­
ness acumen, not ignorance—not on any 
one of these reasons* nor on all of them 
p u t together, can we place t h e blame for 
the present serious unemployment in 
America, according to a s ta tement jus t 
issued b y the Administrative Committee 
of the National Catholic Welfare Council. 
The s tatement is issued over the signa­
tu re of t he Chairman of t h a t committee, 
the Most Rev. fidward J, Hanna, D.D., 
Archbishop of San Francisco, son of 
Bochester, and well beloved in this 
jDiocese. , 

The ^emp loymen t situation is due, 
Jorchbish^p^Hanpa's s;tat<$rn<mt says, "to 
mfa&^M Chj&V* A d U says i t is "un-

An annual report, with a statistical 
statement covering the operations of t h e 
Prohibition Law, has just been filed by 
U. S. Attorney General Mitchell for t h e 
year , ending June 30th. Data in Mr. 
Mitchell's report shows-that-of-the-85,849 
criminal cases pending in the Federal 
courts at the close of the fiscal year 22,-
671 were based on violations of the prohi­
bition laws. Criminal and civil cases be­
gun, involving violations of the prohibition 
laws, were 68,874 as compared with 68,-
023 i n the previous year. In both yea r s 
the criminal? prohibition cases totaled 
about 57,OOOj. • •<• 

The number of prohibition cases te r ­
minated dur ing the year—-wiped off Court 
calendars because of dismissal or convic-
tion^^nmounted to 52,437. Pleas of guil ty 
were received in seventy-eight per cent of 
these cases. Of the total number, 27,7'09 
received jai l o r prison sentences, an in­
crease of 5,107 over" the previous" year. 
Which means t ha t 50,31-1 persons were 
sent to jail in the United States in. t h e 
past two years because of alleged viola­
tions of t he Prohibition laws* 

The Government padlocked 8,801 
buildings during the, year, an increase of 
2,498 over t he previous year. 

Serious congestion in Federal courts i s 
complained of in Mr. Mitchell's repor t , also 
inadequate forces in the offices of U. S< 

.Marshals. Mr* -Mitchell-—-also--discusses 
prison congestion, offering as one solution 
the development of a system of prison 
camps. . . - - - - - - - - • - • 

"La rge numbers of prisoners do n o t 
require confinement in walled prisons," h e 
says. "Outdoor work^ improves theni 
physically and morally "and results in a 
substantial saving in expense t o t h e gov­
ernment." 

This wail is also included: "Federa l 
enforcement i s not without -embarrass­
ment caused b y some Sta te and municipal 
officers who, under color of their office; a r e 
actively violating t h e laws themselves." 

With 27,709 persons sent to prison, 
with Federal courts badly congested, with 
U, S . Marshals lacking necessary help, 
with all jails and prisons badly over-
crowded, and with the At torney General 
of t h e United Sta tes solemnly recommend­
ing the establishment of a system of 
prison camps, it i s t ime t h e civically 
solvent people of t h e United Sta tes would 
do some ser ious thinking about the "noble 
experiment" of ProhibitiQn. Comment on 
the figures taken from the At torney 
General's repor t ,1s not necessary. They 
are a yihpk volume in themselves. ' ( 

\ . - - ' - v 

Some .three thousand experts in child 
welfare work took part recently in. a 
• White-Jly use-CoiifeFence-«m-Ghild--Health-
and Protection. The conference was called 
by President-Htaovutv at«l tlit*-keynote -of 
t he event was : The Nation's children— 
t h a t their feet may be .set upon surer 
pa ths to hea l th , well being and happiness. 
Many Catholics from all pa r t s of the coun­
t ry took par t i n the conference. 

A grea t mass of facts and information 
about the children of America, collected by 
some twelve hundred trained workers at 
t he request of President Hoover during 
the past year, was unfolded for the bene­
fit of the experts . President Hoover gave 
t he following s ta t i s t ics t o the conference: 

Out <>l' l3,OH>n,0(M> clillilicii in t h e coilii-
t r j , JJ.I.OOO.OOO a i v r«-iiMin«blj._ nonna l , this, 
tmiiilk-j' iiu-'Illilliti; 1 ,500,000 u h o art- cll°t<'<l; 
10,OOO,<HH» ill'i- .lelll icil l 111 MiUlt> IV.sjK'Ct and 
of t h i s iiiitnlH-t' *»() iK-r ofiit tin* nut rt"<:»'Hlng 
l:lu< K|Hi'liil <-«ri> tlicj shou ld i i ' r« iw. .\|iiw<i|t-
tlu> 10,Ol)0*«(H) <lt>llci««nt c l i i i a i t i i a n - the fol-
l<m'iiiH K>'(>U|IS: 

(i,OOO,t>00 «.*•»> IIII|) |-<IIKT1J uoili-isht'd; 
i.ooo.oflit i»»\c itercctiw NIH'I'CI»; 
l,d(MM>00 \itx\o u f i i k o r ilamaKetl lu'iirtN; 

075.O1HI. itxvxviit--lii'lui\ i«r- p rob lems ; 
150,«Mil) turt> mi-titiilly r f t a r i l i i ] ; 
:W2,O^M» «««.• lubfi ' t-i i lar; 
;5t2,<>(H» It2i\i> imimii'»-(l l iear ini ; ; 

IK.OOii . i r e toti i l l j ilt-jtf, 
;!0».O<Jtl iil-i- ili|>|ili'<l; 

30,00(1 a r c pitrtliilly b l ind ; 
W.OOti itn> whol l ) b l lml . 

^ Tliese are startling and saddening 
figures. That we have six millions of 
children in America uho are improperly 
nourished is a pathetic commentary upon 
our industrial a.nd economic life. A great 
many, if no t niQst, o f the other ills may be 
traced directly to this one cause. The 
President says' truthfully: "If we could 
have but one generation of properly born, 
trained, educated, and healthy children, a 
thousand "o ther "problems" Of "government, 
would vanish." It is the thought of the 
President, and a noble thought , tha t the 
Nation, State and community must help 
parents .to free children from t h e things 
which d rag thtem down, enfeeble them 
and handicap them for wholesome, healthy 
life. 

Any work that may be done along 
these lines will be in keeping with- the 
work and ideals of the Church and her 
schools for the children of America. The 
President hopes t h a t everything possible 
will be done to make Urn children "strong 
in moral ftbie, and prepared to play more 
happily their pa r t in the productive tasks 
of human society." The strands of moral 
fibre were long ago entwined in t he educa­
tional system of t h e Catholic Church in 
America, and i t is important they should 
be entwined in the educational system of 
all children. 

Every bit o f work t h a t can be done to 
improve the condition of the children of 
America will be .work t h a t will win the 
blessing' of God—for of such a s these is 
the Kingdom o f Heaven. President Hoover 
is to be commended for calling this con­
ference, and i t is t o be hoped tha t good 
results may be obtained, and results that 
will be lasting-

FOR GOD AND COUNTRY 

The Catholic Laymen's Association of 
Georgia recently heul i t s fifteenth annual 
convention. "This"'"Association is the best 
living answer t o t h e question: "How may 
we become lay Apostles?" A summary of • 
its work tells an inspiring story-

The Association distributed more than 
190,000 pieces of Catholic l i terature last 
year. It conducted an advertising cam­
paign in the daily and weekly papers of 

^lleT1State7T6*aWtfaint"h"on-Catholics' with 
th$ . t r u t h s of Catholic doctrine. I t an­
swered thousajnds of questions about the 
Catholic religion—cjuestions tha t came not 
only from all 'parts of Georgia, b u t literal­
ly from all par ts of the United Sta tes . I t 
checked t h e columns of every newspaper 
published in Georgia for news items or 
comments writ ten in a hostile spirit 
towards the church , or in an-erroneous 
way. Fifteen years ago i t was necessary to 
write an average of one hundred letters a 
week to the p a p e r s of the State, sett ing 
them r ight in matters of a Catholic na-
ture* Las t year t he average was two a 
month, so friendly have the papers become 
to the Church and so fair in printing arti­
cles about its doctrines. 

The Catholic-population of t h e State of 
Georgia i s almost negligible—only one per­
son in every 115 being a Catholic. There 
are more priests in the city of Rochester 
than in t he whole State of Georgia; -and 
four t imes a s many Catholics. Like in 
most Southern States, bigotry was ranv 

-pant in Georgia Vhen the Catholic Lay­
men's Association" commenced its work 
fifteen years ago. It was always con­
ciliatory, never offensive; always per-

f *> «• * 

WAYSIDE WHEAT 

Bj the Managing Bdlto* 

A man of forty-five, and aver, is the 
most useful in business o r in factory, a 
director of the Life Extension Inst i tute of 
New York told the NeW York State Indus­
trial Safety Congress in Syracuse the 
other day.. We'd like to have h im tell that 
to some of these smart alecks who look 
you coldly in the eye, and say: "Ahem! 
Thirty-fi.ve,. eh? Well, you're j u s t a t flu* 
age where you're beginning to slip. We 
can' t use you in our plant." A condition 
t h a t exists in a large number of industries 
in this Country.. 

Many'old-time theater patrons hold in 
affectionate memory Maude Adams, who 
is still alive, but who has not been seen on 
t h e stage in a number of years. She was 
lovely and delightful in J. M. Barrio's 
plays, and lovely and delightful in every 
play, in .which,, she-ever—appeared—Not 
many people know tha t s h e donated her . 
fo rmer home a t Lake Ronkomkorna, L. J v. 
to the Sisters of the Cenacle, in whom she 
is greatly interested. These Sisters re­
cently placed a tablet in the convent in 
honor of Miss Adams, whose kindness to 
them is a precious and enduring memory. 

All of us have followed the fortunes of 
t he great Notre Dame football team with 
a great deal of pride. Few of us stop to 
ask ourselves the secret of the success of 
th is team. It is hard work, faithful ob­
servance of training rules, the willingness 
to make numerous sacrifices, and unfailing 
loyalty to their coach and leader. The 
same things will make us good men and 
women, and good Christians. Working 
hard for God, faithfully keeping His com* 
mandments , the willingness to make every 
sacrifice for Him, and unfailing loyalty to 
Him, our great leader in all things good 
in life—surely these.will, help us . win the 
batt les of life. Every pastor needs men 
and women who will follow him and work 
for him as Knute Kockne's players do for 
him. Let us hold fas t t o the spirit of 
football, and use i t in our parish affairs— 
the spirit tha t never says die. 

' The Koo-koos are vanishing. In 1925 
the District of Columbia had l.">,133 mem­
bers. At the end of June this year there 
were only 124 in the District. The head­
quar te rs of the,Mart is here, and the Pei-
lowship Forum, favorite child of the 
father of lies. In 1925 there were 53,190 
members in Maryland; today there are 
516. Virginia had 169,630 members in 
lu^3r:-.and--t«-day---only--i;59&.~^IoTt'tSnir* 
boasted 19,100 members five years ago. 
There are 133 survivors, and some of 
these voted for "Tom" Walsh for U. S. 
Senator. Other states have similar 
records. "Hie jace t" is on the tombstone 
of the cowardly hooded order, and reach­
ing out from the boneyard of the klan is 
a long line of murders , brutal whippings, 
crimes of arson, felonious assaults, kid­
nappings and tor tures . A foul and filthy 
mess! 

suasive, never abusive. If letters" did not 
influence hostile editors, personal Calls 
were made upon them. Their good-will 
was not obtained in a day, nor in a year. 
But to-day there is not a single newspaper 
in the State of Georgia hostile t o the 
Catholic Church, or that will publish an 
article offensive to t h e Church. The last 
hostile one haule'd down the flag of hate 
during the past year. 

Newspaper editors,-college professors 
and many other people frequently write to 
the Association, asking for information on 
Catholic doctrine, Catholic ritual, etc. The 
Georgia people, content t o be wrong fif­
teen years ago, are anxious to be right 
now. A woman who was circulating the 
so-called "K. of C. Oath," a vile t ravesty 
on truths-was sent to jail for criminal libel 
in Georgia last year. He r case was car­
ried to the Court of Appeals, bu t without 
avail. When she had completed her 
sentence" the koo-koo-klan labeled her 
"Jailed by the Pope," and took her on a 
lecture tour. In one city of 50,000 people 
there were six persons at her lecture, and 
two of the six were reporters. The lecture 
tour ended quicker than her ja i l sentence 
did. 

Dr. John G. Coyle, of New York City, 
remembered" with" affectionate" pride™ in" 
Rochester, went all the way to Columbus, 
Ga., to deliver the keynote address a t the 
Laymen's convention. He gave-an inspir­
ing address on "Catholic Advance," and 
said this about the Associa t ion:- . ' " ' 

"The Catholic Laymen's Association of 
Georgia was and is a mighty factor for 
the. unveiling of lies, t h e exposure of 
forgers and malignant opponents of 
Catholicism who scruple a t little to injure 
t h e ancient faith. By correcting every 
misrepresentation made of .Catholic belief* 
doctrine and teaching; by doing so with 
courtesy; by supplying every honest in­
quirer with author i ta t ive statements of 
Catholic teaching; by speaking always for 
fairness, and by endeavoring t o maintain 
good feeling and fraternal spirit among 
Americans, the Catholic Laymen's As­
sociation is doing a grea t work for God 
and for Country." He urged the Catho­
lics of Georgia to continue their efforts to-
increase good feeling by its work and to 
removing misunderstanding, t h e basis of 
prejudice; in so doing, h e asserted, they 
will be proving themselves t r u e the noble 
heritage of J h e faith handed down to 
them throngfr^th© generations. . 
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