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may make glad the hearts of or pastors
and keep the parish pocketbook bulging |
liXe the proverbial balloon.

. FEWER BABIES IN AMERICA
’ Last year 78,0_63 fewer children were |
born than in 1928, beariig out 4 theory
which has bécome yearly more pronounced

thie Commerce Department reports. And .
this, according to Dr..T. F, Murphy, chief
. statistician of the division, is the price of
- &modern  social | standards which move -
-+ Americans to settle in cities, to share, man

.. To .no one of these factors, nor to
~—ull &, however, would Dr. Miurphy
-z gttribute the declining birth rate which |
st year alone reduced the number of
beibles“born in every 1,000 of population
wom 19,7 in 1928 to 19, |
""“The cause underlying the surprising
is.much more complex and due to a
of factors so involved as to

causes enumerated by Dr. Murphy
the: deelining birth rate include: - The .

of immigration, shutting out .

| and love them;

¢-0f mot marrying at all; both
it decifr

| _gent,—and -from- 1900-until- 1909-

since 1921, the Vital Statistics Division of |

- -amd wife alike, in). the igors of earning a |

. living, and to practice the principles of |
- .-birth control. ' :

possible to interpret, he |-

parents who invariably rear |

creased 35 per cent. In 1918 we had 551

| hogpitals and they had increased by 1918

to 641, an increase of 16.2 per cent. In
"1918 our hospitals housed 60,381 beds, and

~ “There are 6,852 hospitals in the coun-
try and many of these are cared for by

. the Sisters. Of all ¢hurch-controlled hosx
" pitals, the Catholic Church controls three-

fifths; and 75.8 per cent of the beds in

matexnity and of these 26 or 15.8 percetit

ouir church. They care for 23.6 per cent
of the beds in hospitals catering solely to
- vietimg of cancer,

- -¢country. _
Like seitinels

to relieve sufiering, to check disease, to
cure human ills and help make people
healthier and happier. No racial, religious
of color lines are ever drawn in a Catholic
- hospital,

0

brothers in Christ. ,
Knowing these things; and remember-

" to have a finer and better sense of pride

- or rather oné of a multitude of arms, all
extended to humanity in Christ’s sweet

are under the-care of religious women in-

fflering help, offering service, offer--

i

in 1980 our Sisters had 95,888 beds under
} thelr charge. - o0 o - o

church hospitals are found in hers. Of all |
the hospitals, 164 or two per cent,, are | -

Of our hospitals-5.4- per cent are in |
—cities of from 3,000 to 40,000 population. |

Our hospitals have 19.7 per cent of . ‘the
traiming schools for nurses and 28.6 per
cent of all nurses in training. In our hos--
- pitals will be found 19.3 per cent of the |
eminent authorities in surgery in this,

) e 6f Heaven these hos-
pitals. stand, the Bishop tells us, and like .
servants of Heaven the good Sisters and
nurses in charge of them work ceaselessly |

They do God’s work for God’s |
- | pzpl‘e—-and all people are God's people,
ing them, will be a great incentive to us-

- and joy in the work of our Church. Her
~ hospital work is but one branch, one arm, |

t tatorial chair used

|_mains, who was then carried to--conse-
- crated ground and his resting place
marked with granite, but whose soul is

not with God, and never will be
A missionary once told his hearexs
this tauth: It is cowardly for six strong
- men-£o take up -the body -of ome who
would not go to Mass when he was liv-

altar for a funeral Mass. The preence

alfar, - ‘
Chistian burial is a favor tobe desired
and worked for by-all, but we must live

brought to the house of God after our
death ? for the solemn services of the

- Chureh, and for its last blessings before

we ar-e laid out of sight until the . day of
Jjudgment.

-

A MONUMENT TO POPE PIUS XI

who was born in Desio. . It stands _in the
central square of the little town, directly
opposite the village chuich in which Pope

day after he was bori. .
" The monument is the work of a noted
- Ttaliam artist, Professor Dressler. Itis 17
meters by 17, and eight and a half meters
- high, The dominating figure iy that of
Pope Pius, in his pontifical robes andwith
4he tiara upon his head, sitting in the ges-
; I on ceremonial ocea-
- sions, in the act of blessing the people.

bese, whith igturn springs from a quad:
_ ‘rang}xt]ar platform, at the four corners of
which: are foyptains symbolizing the four
8, and on another face
with the ropes and axe

st and several grest vol

ing, and to carry by force that deadbody |
into the presence of Jesus Christ’ on the |

of that corpse is an insult to Jesus onthat |}

--80 that -we-may merit the favor of being-

“Thie Mayor of Desio, near the city of
Milan, Ttaly, recently erected and un- |
veiled a beautiful statue of Pope Pius X1, .

Pius was baptized on June 1,1857, the |

This figure rises on an imposing square |

the c¢entral block |
| appeaxs the ¢oat-of-arms of His Holiness,
| suppoxted by ‘cherubs

| a:symibolic group

mittee; ' now; will-be issued in
September. It is understood it will make |
| _no_recommendations, but will review the

wonder that they imagine . that :
“Catholics are afraid to come out in_ = §
the open,” or that the Catholic

tiay be taken upon the publication of this
| ‘report will be watched with keen interest.

It may set a precedent for church activity -
in America. )

ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON WEPT

The present serious illness of Brother
Joseph Dutton, for forty-four years a
missionary caring for lepers on the island
of Molokai, has aroused great interest -in

' people. Brother Dutton was for three
" years the friend and co-worker of Father |
Damien—the Apostle of the Lepers—on

© seif has been called the Samaritan of
Molokai. -
Molokai to-day is far. different from -
" ‘what it was in the days of Damien.. Then
it was & charnel house of-sickness, death,
misery, despair, deformation, and with
tragic conditions all about. Father Damien |
went there in May, 1878. He died there, a |
victim of the dreadful disease, on April
| 15, 1889, Robert Louis Stevenson, world-
1 famous author, and a non-Catholic, went |
10 Molokai three weeks after the death of |
' Father Damien.. Two young Franciscan
~ Sisters went to the island in the same boat
with him to care for the lepers. As they |
neared the dreaded place ,one of the Sis-
ters lifted a resigned ¢ountenance towards |
- Heaven and prayed, while tears ran silent- |
| 1y down her cheeks, Stevenson, greatly |
moved, joined her in weeping, and never |
afterwards in life did he forget that scene.
| Perhaps it was the memory of this scene |
. that filled him with such righteous rage
| when, a short time ‘afterwards, he penned
one of the most térrible castigations ever
| given a human béing—a ° sycophant
. minister who wrote a:scurrilous and ip--
sinuating letter about’ the dead Damien, |

L Loe

whole case impartially. - The action that 3

- the-work-of the church for-these-unhappy |

Molokai, and for many long years he him- |

~ evidenced by the large number of con-

- for many preceding years, in the city of

« Iy, -intelligently and with" the ntmost

Church, being based upon supersti-
tion, priesteraft, ignorance and hos-
tility to the Bible, and public school
and democracy- puts a padleek ony the-
minds of the laity and keeps the key
in her possession?
In meeting this condition of mind, Mr.
Goldstein says: ,
“We stress the fact that as-there
is only one true God there can only-
_ be one true religion of God and so,
- logically, there can only be one true
Chureh “of Ged. ~ Christ being Geod
the true Christian Church of today
must date back historieally, as an -
organie entity, to the days of Christ.
~ Histori¢ data and arguments are pre-
sented to prove the continuity of the
Catholic Church from Pope Peter to
Pope Pius. The Catholic Church is
shown to be the visible spiritual
organism against which Christ said
the gates of lell would not prevail
because He would be with it until the .
consummation of the world and the
Holy Ghost would safeguard it from.
doctrinal error, ' -
“Qur appeal to Protestants is for
a dispassionate examination of the
denials of the Catholic Church as the
Church of Christ. Our appeal to
them is to return to the faith .and
Church which their forefathers be-
longed to in pre-sixteenth century
days. Thus may the oneness Christ
prayed_for become- a reality.”
The effectiveness of this work is best

verts received this year, and each.year

Boston. There is & great field in America
for work. of, this kind, .and for s Lay
Apostélate to carry on the work effective-

indness and courtesy to all who are outs

Copde
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