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I May Not Go to
Bethlehem

1 may not go to Bethlchem this blessed
-Christmas night,

But I can seek a ltthe
candles, hurning bright,

Are lke uPto the stars that
Hethlehem's clear gkies °

What time the Lord of Majesty
~down from Paradise.

] may -not see that milghty host
Botigs ln juyous strain

Proclaimed the Infant Saviour’s birth on
Juda's holy plaing

But ¥ean hear aw et vofees ulm., thes . vely

nolgs that rang

Ahuw the Christ Child's mapyer on Ll

night the angels sang

I may not ‘bring rich gifts of myrrh o

frankincensi or gold, ) 7 )
TAsTdid the gneient magl in the wondroas

days of old; |

But Jiké the Hlmpll‘ shepherds | e an BURIE
humble part,

I I hefore liis altar kneel,

© elenn of lheart.

For Jesus Is no less with usg than He wis
iong ngo

When fitst he came to Bethlehem amid the
cold and snow;

Apd sure we are no less to Hing,
seant the glifts we bring,

I we with JJovs His altar wseek and el
Him as our King. -

- Dantel k.

ghrine, whoe
shone an
et

who-e

N)Ighjh: and

though

Doran.

o LB ey ©
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The Fmst’ Chrlstma.s

“And there were in the same coyntry shepherds watching; and heepmg

the night-watches over their flock.

“And behold an 4ngel of the Lond stood by them. and the hughtness of
(10(1 shone round ahout them, and they feared with a great fear. = -

“Aml the angel said to thom: Fear not: for behold ¥ bring you good tid-
i;lgh of great joy, that shall be to all the people*

“l'or‘ This (la,y is hmn to yoda ‘sA\ lOl 'R’ who is (hl i~t the Lozd. in

" the city of David.

“And this shall be a sign unlo you:.
in \\vaddlmg clothes, and laid in a m:mger. '—8t. Luke II: 8-12

You shall find the int‘an§ wrapped

F
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g The tendency to a better and higrher
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Cathehc docmne and teachmg ms:sts
§! on civilization and progress as a duty. 1t
has always done se. The Catholie Church
is and has been the most effective instru-
ment and the most secure guarantee for
progressive civilization. -
i But what is civilization? Iere philos-
ophers and sociologists divide their camp.
Thq, are always. spllttmz hairs-on *“Kul-
tur’ and civilization. Social helps which
man live better and betfer;
the enrichment of the
intellectual, the artlstxc, the economie and
industrial hfe the closer connection of the
finite” and the Infinite—all of these give
us some idea of how they dash and dodge.

- ‘Ih
TRaRe

expansion of life;

civilization is not only a natural one, 1t is
a solemn religious duty. God created us,
1 He ereated us for Himself. We live for
* Him. He is the only end and repson for
5 our existence.

. Him, we must always look to Him for our
rules and standards of life. God is
Existence and Life in its entirety. Bey-ond.

and above Him there is nothmg which is

profit. But there is no douht that a sub-
seription to a Catholic paper, preferably
the approved Catholic Diocesan- paper,--is-
one of the best gifts 1o send to those we
esteem,

This year let us, in every cuse, make

.l!‘rkléy‘, Decomber 20, 1920,

- TO ALL OUR READERS

To all our readers, their families and
their loved ones, we wish a blessed and
.. benificent Christmas, and a happy New
* Year, rich in spiritual treasures, and in
growth, work and deeds pleasing to
Almighty God. The finest Christmas
T greetqng in all the world, to our mind, is
" the first ever xven--th!ﬂ; of the angelic

» Host to the shep] erds of Judea:
“Glory to God in the highest; and on

peace to men of good will.”
" May this gregting be reflected in. the.
heam and
. y God’s best blessing brighten their
lives and_glorify their ‘1abors and their
" sacrifices.

UNIVERSALITY OF THE CHURCH

A _solemn Mass of requiem for de-
ceased Cardinals of the Sacred Congrega-
tion of Propaganda Fide was celebrated in
Rome a short time ago. The celebrdnt of
the Mass was & negro from “Venezuela;.
, the deacon Was a Hollander, and the sub-

- -4l & esé: -The altar boys and
. Tcholr members were students from the
Urbtn College of Propaganda Fide in
Rome, and they represented twenty-seven
- nationalities.
“Going, therfore, teach ye all na-
_tions,” our Saviour said to His Apostles.
_ “Truly that command has been well obeyed,
+_ for there is not a land in the world, or a
- people, that has been neglected by the
Church. There i3 no color line, and no
racial line in the Chureli. Here all men
‘are brothers in Christ. It is well,

. MINGLING WITH THE MIGHTY

His Royal Highness Sisowath-Moni-
vong, king of Cambodia, recently received
becoming solemnity the Most Rev.
Columbanus Dreyer, O.F.M., Apostolic
Delegate to Indochina. The visitor was
shown through the palace, the thromne
room, the pavilion of the dacred Crown

e

-and Sword, and the beautiful Silver Tem- - V

ple. He rubbed elbows with the treasures
of twenty centuries of time, and looked
with tranquil eyes upon the famous
“Temple of ~Angkor-Wat, in perfect
Ppreservation after nine centurics of life.
Here, in the Vicariate of Phnom-Penh,
there are 67,564 Catholics in a populatlon
of 3,600,000. There are 71 native priests,
ous_and. devoted missionaries, and .850
natwe sisters, faithful followers of Christ.

read and know about the work of zealous

missionaries in other lands—in lands that
«breathe the breath of ancient life and are

N blessed and- enm.bedwby the handiwork-of -
mcenturles.
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RIS cumsmAS" C:sznns

o o ‘nyl\nsslletcyl\mﬁ e

- " . Namareth Acmdemy
There are thousands and thousands of
le who do not know the real meaning
hristmas. They look forward to this
merely as a time of jollification, a

ived, a time for feasting and resting.
‘.vdeed, sccording to the words of Mar k

te forgot. ‘Xmas,' they ¢all it to

. eliminate the last fleeting reference to the
Christ Mass that the season "really is.
ristmas is a festival and not a feast.”

‘only i§ this pagan idea of Christmas

plified atill more by our cards with holly
AR y , A

izni fieance of the
| or the Blessed Virgin, |

ehieny or ‘the Wise Men.
, do ething to com-

souls..of . all.. our-readers, and .|

Surely it will inspire us to do more for .
our Church in our own America when we |

‘_ﬂrm at which gifts are given and re- |

iver, “Christmas in word and feast is |

~phiown in_the word Xmas, but it is exem- |

segnes, but |
7 -any of these ‘cards we ﬁnd mentioni of
é feast we are cele- .
is scarcely & word about |

.'of Christmas? I sug- |
) mog:ment to ;

V great demand tor rehg'lous greeting cardq

this year, he will be compelled to include

a great number of these cards in his order

for next year. I am sure if we do this, our
Christmas will be happier, and we willalso
he awakening in the minds of others the
real meaning of Christmas. .

CARRYING THE CROSS UP NORTH

The Rt. Rev. Bishop Gabriel Brevnat,
O.M.1,, of Mackenzie, Northwest Territory,
Canada, an aged man, left Fort Smith
early last July to visit the migsion stations

1 along the Mackenzie River; and to found o

new station at Coppermine River. It took
him six weeks to reach his destination
_over rivers filled with ice floes and through
‘deep forvsts, _Then he built 4 chapel_and -
rectory for a mission priest, and prepared
to return to his home by airplane. But
two airplanes which landed at the Copper-
mine River refused fo take him as a_ i

" senger, and he prepared-for-a “snow-in'

winter. But his priests at Forth Smith,
alarmied by his absence, sent out a search-
ing party of twelve un’planes for him. Qunc
of these planes found him philosophically
awaiting the coming of winter, and in
eleven hours had him back at Fort Smith.

Barly in the summer Bishop Brevnat
visited a large portion of his Diocese by
airplane, covering in one hour more terri-
tory than he could cover in many days by
dog-sled, his former mode of travel. He
has been head of his Diocese since 1901,
and during these years has traveled thou-
sands of miles by dog-sled. Now he wel-
comes the airplane, and he hopes to use
it a great deal in his work in the frozen
North. ‘

We ‘who Jive in a more favorable
climate, with-¢hurches all around us, and -
the active Tiutomobile ready to whisk us
back and forth to Church, have little idea
of the sacrifices that are being made by
priest and lay people who carry the eross
up North. It is a wonderful spitit of
* Fdith thal inspires them to make these
sacrifices. L.et us not lose that spirit, but
let us keep it alive by making worth-while
sacrifices from time to time for Church

1 and for God.

CHRISTIAN OR PAGAN—WHICH?

Our Lord’s b}rthda» is fast approach-
ing. All of good will are planning, accord-
ing to their pocketbosks, possibilitics to
show that good will. The aim is to make
it & merry feasl. And the aim should also
be to make- it a religious feast. To make
Christmas merry and not veligious in its

celebration, is to celebrate Christmas with |

Christ left out.

There are many wayvs in which we

show our good will to others. And many
times we perhaps send some gift to an-
othex' because we know or are afraid
another will give us some token of good
will. 1t is not comfortable to receive from
gthers to Whom we have forgotten to send -
~.some mark nt our own good will,
" However; “there "are. ‘many - wavs in
wluch we show this good will. In every |
case, let us ask you, shouwld not the re-
ligious part of the feast be the most im-
portanit? And, it it is, then we will use
religious gifts ‘at- least in part. We will
use religious cards to express our best
wigshes. Amongst these we should choose
religiotis cards which remind of the scenes
About Bethlehem on that night when the
King of Kings was born in the poor stable
in that far-off hill side in Judea. But it
seems that popular taste, which is not
always good taste, has been running to
so-called comies; to stage coaches of old
England; to turkeys with a sprig of hol-
ley to decorate the dish on which their
remains. rest; to candlesticks, lighted, and
to a thousand other such fancies which

surely have fiot a thing to do with the |

feast of the Ssviols birthday.

Religious eards to the children w i1l
- teach them, when found with the other
gifts so dear to childhood. A Catliolic

book store is a good place to visit when -

selectmg And what a real treasure you

give when you send a goqd Catholic book,
.4 new _prayer book or some religious arti- |

" cle. Some one said: Wh'y not spread |

ristmas over the whole year? Why not .

make our gift a weekly visitor and a week-
ly reminder of-- our thoug for our :

- friends. The writer is not 4 stockholder -

¢-4. in the paper in which this is found hence
I he is not selling anythinz for penonal

- church without a word in its defense.

-our Christmas— gift “reflect” the religious”

~ spirit of the time, Lel us have our Tord

in it and-have thoughts of ‘our Lord sug-
gested to those we are to @reet from our
hearts with the wish of a Merry
Christmas.

WHY APOLO(-IZI‘

Some time age.f couple of men were

*carrving on a conversation in a railroad

train.

thewr near-by travellers listen to it. The

- discussion  began with politics and the

meddling in it by a few ministers of non-
Catholic churches. Then they drifted on
to religion.* One of them seemed to be 3
good sample of an apologetic Catholic—

-one-who will not allow his rel'i“gl‘on" tointers’
|- fere with~his worldly intercsts:

panion apparently had for his religion:
“Keep sober in public, do not get caught
stealing or breaking the laws concerning
—purity, and-all is-well:"”" ~'Tle”CatholicTwa: ™
accepting all kinds of attacks against I’;h
is
doctrines were attacked, its pricsts and
bishops misrepregented, and the old faisc
politics was being pressed. One non-
Catholic bishop who has been particulariy
obnoxious to lawmakers in  Washing-
ton, and te all ‘honest Chnstian
men, seemed to meet the appryval of
the non-Cathlic for his cannonading
the Pope and all the Hely Tather
stands for. And the Catholic let it all
pass, and never a word in #efense of his
faith, never a word spoken kindly in ex-
~ planation of the false charges made by the
"diseased mind of that Southern distutber.
He was apologizing for being a Catholie
in his-actions, his words and his silenee,
And we ask: Why Apologize?

The qtatements that the
Church is in politics and that it meddles
with the rights of its children in political
matters is well known to be false by hon-
est non-Catholics, Every wide-awake
Catholic keeps informed about his religion
by taking and reading a Catholic paper or
magazine and by a kindly explanation and
denial of these bug—a-boos.

There has been and there is too much
apologizing for our faith, There are towo
many who wish to side track religious

- matters beeause of their fear that it will

lead to controversy. Religion should
never lead to quarrels. Tt is a matter
that should not be discussed in temper or
aiiger, A plain statement of Catholie
truths should be made, and if the state-
nient is nol accepled, let the matter rest,
and never quarrel. That is one side of the
question. But so many are ready to
apologize. - They forget _that Catholics
were the first to visit this land from across
the ocean. Colunibus did not hide his re-
ligion. His sailors were Catholics. The
first priest to offér true sacrifice on our
shores was a Catholic priest.

chirch to be erected was a
~chureh..
tine “of 'devout Catholic explorers and dis-
~goverers. . Our rivers.and. cities bear:the .
nafres m' Cathtxhcﬁ,. and m‘- Saints eanon= -

Catholie

"

They seemed to be willing to have :

Hiscom- |

Catholic

The first

ized by the Catholic Church. Why, then,
| In face of the fact that we were here in
t—this - land- -first,—apologize to others who
, scem to-object to us being here at all.  No
j -veligion has more right to be in the
3

western hemlsphew than the religion pro.

. life.  In the control of our lives and our-
selves, we become like Hium and we fulfil
a fundamental 1. ious obligation. "This
. expansion of life, this growing and becom-
" ing God-like, is_ exaetly what we call
Civilization and Culture. The task is a
hmd one. Without Catholicism, without

“Tessed By Roman Catholics.
~ others came after us, they did all in their
power to drive out the Catholics when
they became numerous enough,

The lreatment of Catholics in Mary-
land by- non-Cathoelics, when- they were

religious freedom, is well known from his-
tory. The non-Catholics drove out their
protectors because of veligious belief. The
Catholic Church always has been tolerant
i and has received in return ingratitude
shown by bitter persecution. And to-day
there is an'element in our land which con-
tinues the bitter, narrow
much misunderstood Pilgrim fathers who
narrow at home persectited those who dif-
fered from them. They eame to this land

who differed from them. Many a priest
and Catholic layman knew the feel of the
lash and the tortures inflicted because
M.the,\z.‘\s ere_found in- the land-the-Pilgrim
-fathers claimed. And they were tormented
o and threatened with death if they re-
turned, because theyv were of the religion
of Christ, the religion of the greuat
Catholic di~coverer who gave the new
world to all who would come, and who
showed them the wayv to it,

‘Knowing these things ag we should
from reading our Catholic papers and eur
history and Catholic magazines, there is
no excuse for any Catholic to side-track
rfeligllouv matterl-s, “%o be ashamegl of his

aith, ogize because he is a
Catholic. apeo

that we are members of the only Church
Jesus Christ founded. We should be ready
to talk it to those who are interested. We
should be so instructed by listening care-
fully to all sermons, by reading carcfully
our Catholic papers, that we may be able
to give a clear and kind e\planatmn of
questions that come up pertaining to
Catholic customs. And we should remem-
ber that we have nothing to apologize for
in our religion. ,

The good Catholic is a true follower of
the Crucified One: he 1s a true and loxal
citizen of the country in which he lives;
he is obedient to its law::., or he iz not a
good Catholic.
the rights of others, and he does not thank
any one for being allowed to practice his
religion, which is the only true one, and
the first one that the discoverers nf the
land !)1‘outht to its qhorm

Civ II.M.\'I TON, ('Ul Tl ‘RE.
CATHOLICISM

It 1s queer the different meanings that

~have been associaled with the above
words. Men -of all time have mggkd
them. A{ one time the persecution of

Catholies was called a culture war, “kul-
turkampf.” Others tell us that the pros-
perity of a country dates from the death
of Catholicism there. The blood of Catho-

Asd_then-thexe followed a.dong-=lics is the seed-of -eivilization._: kenorace ~
of Catholic teaching and Catholic history,

voluntary. and. -involuntary; generaily pro-
"~ duces error, ”Wh‘mh béwmes an mju%ﬁce

And though

given asylum there because Maryland gave

spirit of the_

- to.gain-religious - freedom,-and then forei. -
-Jly denied that religious freedom-to.others.

should glory in the faet

He does not interfere with.

- stant indwelling of me, “even. to the con-
! summation of the world,” without the
! Faith that makes us the *children of
| God,”" without the grace by which be be-
come. members..of His m;stxcal body, the
task would be impossible. - - - -

In the periods of history we ﬁnd the
ruins of successive civilizations. They saw
the light of day, they grew, they became
mighty and they fell. What's
In the cases of many, they are too deeply
buried in the ruins of oblivion to be dis-
cernible.  We may surmise. Very often
there was self-destruction, dae to a lack’
of uniformity in ideas and ideals. A house
divided amongst :itself. Material wealth
resulting in sensualism,  frustrated learn-

o ———— —————

'
i
|
}
'
|
!

!, gression_ in__individuals and _in _gionps..-

Attention, America. Sit up and learn y our
| lesson. There is danget in the philoso-
! phies of materialism and sensualism.
L

¢ ings and in the sound teachings of the
{ Catholic Church., The first pages of the
! Book of Life proclaim the great law of
The Church of Christ 15 above
time and space. Thus she transcends that

abnegation.

* the -

We must tend towards -

the cause?

There is_a remedy.in the Gospel-teach--. -

individualismi which has caused the death.

kill ours, if we do not rise above wild
nationalism, set aside false values of the
rational order, and strive after the Catho-
lic ideal of Christian civilization.

The Christian ideal in the individual
soul is insufficient of itself to accomplish
this, Only.a visible, universal and divine-
ly organized Church, can give permanent
and supernatural support to the collective
work of humanity, which is civilization.
Man is made up of soul and body, of mat-
ter and spirit. His highest ideals must
rest on reality and on a sensible life. To
ensure that we avoid fatal fantasies, so
characteristic of human mortals; the
divine Will must be interpreted for us by
a visible authority which, with the help
of the Holy Ghost raises us above the
errors of our individual imaginations,

Certainly, civilization is only the
natural, terrestial and transitory aspect of
the ngdom of God; but is it reqmred by
our Heavenly Father for the peace aand -
happiness of His children. Civilization
will never be sure of being permanent if it
-is not supported by the power of the Holy
Ghost who is in the Catholic Church alone
until the end of time. Catholies have an
infetiority complex, many say. In civiliza-
tion and culture they are retards. Yees,

Catholics think less of the good -of this
world than of their eternal salvation. They
do not disdain matter, which is of God's
création, but they do not believe that

{
i of many civilizations in the past. It will
1
|

sensate luxury. They do not admit that
their intellectual view of the world must
depend on a transifory hypothesis which
willl soon join the melanchol_\, specimens
exhibited by scientists for example the be-
havioristic psychologist. They refuse to
eonwider-jazs-and-the “talkiss” ‘the Righ-
est form_of art.. In _this Catholics are

txon and culture‘

progress consists in the stupidities of ini- .

Tonly ‘the” mare“TepmsentattVe‘f)f qciviifza- S

-,

B) Dom Oliver Kapsner, O

Sanday s L:taigy

»

Dec‘ 22
77:3 Fourth Sunday of Advent

" " "
¢éarries o mssage af Joy anticipating

the possession of the object.

And thanksgiving that is du

e to (tod to- tecting hand of God to lead it

(Prepaved foi the N, €. W, €. News
Service by the. thlu‘g,lcm Press,
Collegeville; Minn.)

Collect of the Mass: “Stir up Thy
uiight, we beseech Thee, O Tord, and
come; and succour us With gredt
power; that by the help of Thy
grace the indulgenes of Thy mefy
may accelerate what our sins -
pede: who livest and reignest with
God ‘the Father {n the unity of the
Holy f‘htmt T’oﬂ“‘"é‘ﬂﬂ" without edd.
Amen.’

The world is stiil without Jesus.
That is what the <¢ollect for ithe
tourth and last Sunday of Advent ro.
nmindsius of. It refers us fo the days
in the Old Testament when a Re-
deemer who wag expected, had not
yet conie but was sbout to cowme.
Wearied by thefr consciousness of

~sin, depressed by. thelr own " con-

tinued helplessness, niserable be-
—cause still- seﬁatai@ from God and
unable yet to go fo Himi, and re-
joieing, neVerthel , T Fhe espeeta-
tlon of an oft sod Redeenter,
the Choen People wre imploring the

+ Redeeémer to hnfstan Mis coming.

The spirit ohﬁu entir¢ collect.

why should not a people be evultant

who are about 1o be delivered ‘from}.
the threatening dangers of «in (Col=

lect for the first Sunday of Advent,
whose minds are about to be puri-
fied and enlightened so
may learn to know God once more
(Colleet for the second and third

Sundays of Advent), who are with
What
| people would not clamor impetuou«x~
1¥, ad we do ¥n foday's collect, for

God (Colleet for Christniasy!

a prize: that is as great as ail this7e
Christmas Day

Colleet of the First Mass on
Christmas: 0 God, who pbast made
thig most Hoh Night to shine forth
with thyeé brightness .of the
light, grant, we besecech
'we may enjoy His bappiness in
heaven,

‘we have known on earth; who with

Thee and the Holy Ghost Hveth and,

reignethy, world end.
Agiien,"” ) ‘

Throirghout the whole of Advent
the Sunday eollects were ardent peti-
ffon: to God.

mainly -one of praise ,and fittingly

wit,hout N

80, Praise I8 thanksgiving; and it is

3

that they’

lorightness through the dark wnicht,

true
Thee, ‘that'

the mystery of whose light

Today's collect -is

day. l
The collect begins with the wogns!
of praise-

through

life unto that unceasing

and only true happfness in heaven

“0O God, who hast wmade. 'where we beseech Thee, that we may

'this most holy night to chine forth enjoy His bappiness in heaven, the

with ths brightness of the true,mbstery of whose light we havwe
dight.” During Advent we had asked|known on earth " .
God to “stir up His misht, and

come,” iniplying thereby that the

power of God was needed to wash)
away our stain of sin. TRoday, as t*xe.
true Light is sent into the world, wel
.acknowledze that it was God whe
taade this Light to shine forth with

‘the night of sin, wherein we could
not know God. There is now no
nipre  obstacle preventing us from
knowing God. What niore could we
desire? ‘We have today received

-much more than we have deserved.l

1t is meet, therefore, ‘that we praise
and thank God today Tather than be-
seech Hint for fuither favors.
Nevertheless, the true  Christian
soul cannot but add a childlike peti-
tion to God even today. Conscious
that today's happlness is but a be-
ginning of that Hapntness which God|
has prepared for us foq,all eternity,
the Chriman soul implores the pro-

~

Mlchlgan Cathohc

Papers to Merge.

Detroit., 'Mieh.,, Deec.

20.—The

meérger of The Cathiolic Vigil with

The Michigan Catholic, of

this dty,

has just been announced by the la%-

ter paper.

‘follows:

The ahnouncenent i as

“In this week's issue The Catho-

lie Vigil, official organ of

the Dio-

cese -of Grand Rapids, will announce

jits discontinuafice as a newsapaper,
The Rt. Rev. Joseph Pintén,

D.D.

Bishop of Grand Rapids, approves o
the ¢onsolidation, and asks the peo-

‘ple and priests of his diocese to give

The Michigan Catholic the same Joyal

support that was given
Caiholle Vigil”

to The

-}

=

~{ho~Word miade Flesh,” without the con-  § - 3§

| _ing, art, efficient .action.and.spiritual pro- — - -~ -
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