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! Why Not Christmas Every Day? . 
1 A Striking War-Tiifte Example of the Potency of ihe 
| Great Feast's Spirit Is Invoked in' Behalf of 
I ~" Year-ftouhd Peace and Fraternity 
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By GEOItflti IJAU.VAKD 

Though I am not -very old, l e a n 
not help getting a little preachy 
•around Christmas lime, J do not 
mean that 1 then feel more dw'o-
tlonal U hope I do, but I aril not 
-writing about my aouli , but I W o ' 
found; to ChrijdSmis J^apijiit, not con
sciously a religious spirit, wliioh 
lights up the world for a .flash, show
ing humanity In pleasing and har
monious colors. For a day t h e world 
Is a autt© different, much niore pleas-, 
Ittg, place. Then l i g h t fails arid 
when the sun rises again the world 
has dropped back into tho old rut'of 
strifes, jealousies. Intrigues; back 
biting, misunderstandings 

ll(IIIIMIII>llllt*JllilHM.*fl(l|lflMllf«llllll(MllllllltlIllIMIIIIMtlll(tlllIHIMMt>HlflMIMI< 

There 
morning. 
-There—1» 

is a. 

Mags- In England the Established 
Church glorifies the beginning of the 
secular year, holding "watch night 
services to see It in; whilst Catholics 
•&JE£ek beioxu offer MasB at inidaiglit 
to herald the dawn of Christ's birth
day. Nothing has been able to tear 
out of the hearts of tho people their 
affection for the Peast of Bethlehem. 

A Wat-Time I*e«ce Incident 
I want to remind you of what hap

pened in the World War. Out in the 
mud of France and Flanders in the 
winter of HrJ-4 the troops of the Al
lies and of the Central Powers faced' 
each other in filthy, water-logged 
trenches along the Western Front. It 
may be true that the individual Brit-

trU56~' fln—CnTismiirir -i*li-oc-Doiiiiftioh-solU4»r— did—iHH-lHiv-e. 
You know the spirit, 

peace everywhere. W(t+e-
misunderstandings are patched up 
If you meet an old friend who l*s 
recently had a grouch,, you put out 
your hand and he grabs' it- and that 
wouldn't havg happened a week bos 
fore. If you"step on n.man's ripe 
bunion In a street-car; he "posllivoly 
beams when you say. " 1'a'rdon: Merry 
Christmas." Men 'a re biothers on 
Christmas Day and there Is Joy In 
tho very air. 

Why Not Prolong tile Peace? 
Why can't we have Christ man 

every day? Need we let that ray of 
happiness, which comes with Hie 
dawn on Christmas morning, disiip* 
pear with the sotting sun? 

To me it is tragic, and my Christ
mas joy is always alloyed with HIP 
pathos of it. Humanity in the mass 
Is" n very mixed affair and one mlBlit 
well suppose that Its aspirations are 
so various that It Is not possible to 
find, an ideal which could reduce all 
men to tho level of common brothor-
hood. Rut Christmas day shows that 
men can forget their strivings aiid 
contentions and live In peace. It ia 
a pity-that when the world o t w a 
year registers Joy it cannot (in pho
tographic parlance) "hold it ." 

If I am preacjiy, I am not preach
ing. I do not.propose to explain 
Trtiy"tMrday on which" fite~Chrlit 
Child was born should produce this 
almost universal happiness. A man's 
heart will .tell* him that . I think. 
Even if a man decided long ago that 
he "hasn't any time for religion," a 
sentiment will steal through to his 
"coniclbusness^out of the memory of 
his childhood and make him fall In 
step with the rest of Christendom on 
Christmas Day. 

I t It a spontaneous, joy that conies 
to the world. I t Is not a manufac
tured expression of mass sentjnienli 
•tteh as Is, for instance, Mother's 
Day. The invention of-ThanksglvIng 
JP%y (enjhrlntng »n excellent seiui-
ment) was intended by the Puritans. 
I believe, to detract from the glory 
of the Catholic Christmas—for, after 
all, the heart of Christmas was the 
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hate in his heart for the individual 
fierman or Austrian soldier who 
faced him. But: lie certainly had 
seared into Ws soul a bitter hatred 
of the collective force to which he 
was opposed. It had been part of his 
training to make him hate. He had 
been taught f rightfulness in the 
home and the base camps. He had 
been fed on official lies (on one side 
as well as on tun other) to .strength 
en hla resolve for victory. 

These men. then, were embittered 
And whilst t h e world watched in 
wonder there came the miracle oi the 
flrit Christmas of the war. Soon 
after dawn, in that waste of tuud 
Whioh showed no sign of life, oven 
inanimate life"; aooVe grouna, "a" head 
appeared and shouted "Merry 
Christmas, Frit*." Across the mud 
another head popped up and replied. 
"Merry Christmas, Tommy.'' Then 
many men looked over the pnrapei 
and, seeing smllliiK fncesi clambered 
over the top. Stftr.dln^ in No Man's 
Land, tb, <Tivj,l .til|. <,? t)lielf-
pooked m ootid fur the possession of 
Which the might of tin* world had 
thrown Itsi-if into two camps, these 
war-w«arv men shook bands, and ex
changed Christmas gifts which had 
reached, them in parcels from home. 

spirit of ('hiistniMN 
""At many points along the line that 

•apirlt-jw»s-manJteHtea~aii—GhrrsriiiaV. 
Jioy. when the trenches, were *vlt«h+ 
haillnK dlstajice apart. At other 
places hymns were sung in «'nch limV 
altertiately and were cheered from 
the other. 

'l was not in France in that first 
year of war. Later I saw a recur
rence of that Christmas fraterniza
tion between the advance guards of 
two armies locked in stalemate. 

In one place, where the tengiish 
Opposed tho Saxons .the truce lRSted 
more than 24 h o i m r ~ l'̂ or several 
days after Christmas the troops In 
thelf trenches shouted morning 
greetings. They were not disloyal 
•Therliitd just had a glimiwe of -peace 
and had soon the futility of the war. 
Qf course it was all very unofficial 
and wrong, and as soon as the peo
ple who conducted the war for Eng
land f*om their arm-chairs heard 
about it they ordered an attack. But 
to those soldiers, to whom the attack 
meant the taking of life or the giving 
of their own Uvea, with vory little to 
show on either side tor that- suprenit 
saoriflce, that truce of the Christ 
Child had been a sacred thing. When 
the English officer* was ordered to at
tack, he sent a note across No Jinn's. 
Land to tho German oillcer opposed 
to hira*.' "I am ordered to attack 
and shall open fire at eitm«»n_n—A-»d-

Killing Leopard 
Gains Fame For 

Priest in Africa 
Monrovia I Liberia. West Africa) 

Dec. 13—I'nderlylng fame, high 
local hofibrH, and a special title to 
hero worship came to Father 
Hughes of the Sasstown Mlssion-
because he killed a leopard. The 
missionary's muiie h a s been 
changed1 by the natives to Father 
Dfagl, the Kru evpressiop for 
leopard-kinjf.,. 

The"TeoparU, with ten human 
deaths to jfs.. credit, regarded as 
supernatural, and two Innocent 
naUirea, were killud accused of 
witchcraft, wblle four more were 
saved by Father Hugiu-t' appeal. 
To the natives, who feared to kill 
the supposedly bewitched animal, 
the action of the priest makes him 
in their eyes a .man to be respected 
above others, one superior to the 
dreaded powers of witchcraft. 

Sasetown IK In the Vicariate of 
Liberia, the N e g r o Republic 
founded by freed slaves from 
America. Catholies number 3.50.0. 

Church's Universality 
Shown in Mass for 

Deceased Cardinals 
Rome, Dec. 13 -A negro of Vene

zuela, as celebrant, a Hollander as 
deacon, atid a Japanese, as subdeacon. 
gave the universal touch to the 
Solemn Mass of Requiem of deceased 
CardlBj*!^ pfjtjhe Sacred Congregation 
Of Propaganda Fide. 

Chicago Cardinal 
Given $160,000 

By Holy Nartie 
Chicago, Dec. 13—Cardinal Mpn* 

delein has just been presented this 
week with a check for *16Q,O00 by 
the Holy Name Society. The'money 
is to be used for erection of a techni
cal school for delinquent boys near j : 
Lockport. a suburb of' Chicago * 
Ground will be broken early in the 
spring. 

More than 1,600 Holy Name men 
attended the presentation of the gift. 
The Cardinal, in expressing his ap
preciation, said I t pleftaed him more 
to do something definite for delin
quent boys than to erect a cathedral. 

New Lord Russell 
Revive* Famous 
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OFFICERS 
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Title of Father; &**« i«e»«»»fla«tni»t««m»i 
i 

London. Dec. 13—A--famous- Cath
olic title has been revived by the 
Right Hon. Frank Russell on tits ap
pointment as a Lord of Appeal. I 

He has chosen the t i t le Duron Rtia 
sell- of Klllowen--In trte -County -of-• 
Down, which was the ti t le taken-byi 
his father in 1894 on becoming a) 
Law Lord and later Lord Chief Jus ' 
tice of England. This was a life peer- j 
age, and thus the title lapsed withi 
his death of the first Lord Russell [ 
of Killowen in 1900. 

<—. 

The pagan practice of decorating 
with greenery (mistletoe was be
queathed by the Druids) is said to 
have developed the Christmas tree.. 
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so that litle peace ended. 
The Germans, t hasten to add 

were not less honorable, in r.ermai 
war letters 1 have coiiie acro«« 
Similar instances of German officers 
retraining from breaking a Christ
mas peace without warning, 

A Spirit That Piloses Too Quickly 
But at the dawn of a New Year — 

an entirely secular celebration — 
there was no such feeling of peace 
and fraternity. Or if there was. I 
failed to meet it. and i have not read 
about it in the mass of war experi
ences through which I have been 
wading; lately. The feeling was 
quite different. Greetings were 
ahnuted,.but with- a spirit of defiance. 
Our guns opened 1917, I remember, 
with an aggressive salvo. I was In 
a. broken-down shack on the Somme 
at that time and a little bunch of us 
had prolonged a card game around 
a guttering candle in the draughty 
hovel to "see the New Year in" be
fore resting. 

When the watchrhands had crept 
round t» raidntglrt there was aTer-

M rifle crash as one of our heavy guns 
[spoke. After a- pause nine shells 
were speeded In quick succession . 
!EhfiaAttotheFi aBd-atterHtw*ile^sereirtJ 
mora. The guns had spelled "1917." 
and, niaybe, brought sorrow to the 
heart of many a German mother. 
H o * different from ChThrthtaB. 

And ever since that day when ottr 
men*food out in No Malt's Laud ana 
talked to the Germans like brothers, 
I have had tha t feeling of deep re
gret t h a t the spirit of brotherliness 
.which is bom of Christmas can not 
endure. That spirit is tho mights 
eit thing in the world for the crea
tion of human happiness* it was the 
only tning (except the burial of the 
dejid for mutual comfort) t ha t could 
neW up a war which (to those who 
were in the middle of It) seemed ut 
terly renaorseless and never-ending. 

A Christmas Every Day 
Shall we ever capture that spirit 

and harness it for the world's hap
piness? I t - i i - wf- fleeting and 
tranrtent as a sunset when a painter 
tries t 6 fix It in pigments on a can
vas: as fleeting as the glint of the 
•un on the wing of a sea-gull: as 
fleeting as a cloud shadow on a field 
of waving corn. 

But If we could change the world 
and order it rightly, if we could teactt 
men to awry in their hearts tne mesi 
•age Which the Christ Child came to 
*<f«**> ,*N* there, would be som* 
nopeoMhnman happiness—a sort'of 
Christmas every day. 

The trouble is that everyone thinks 
it is the other fellow who' needs re 
forming. Very often this task ofJ. 
ebaiging the heart of the world 
ihould begin wljth changing our own 
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